
August 2025

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Students,

I hope this welcome packet finds you enjoying a restful and joy-filled summer! My own family has been grateful 
for the time to travel, reconnect, and deepen our relationships with loved ones. During a recent homily at the 
Cathedral Basilica of St. Pancras, Pope Leo XIV reflected on the gift of summer. He reminded us that this season 
invites us to step away from the whirlwind of commitments and worries so that we might savor moments of peace 
and reflection. In doing so, we create space to care for one another, to truly listen, and to offer support, wisdom, 
and presence. I hope your summer has brought you this sense of presence. 

At Newton Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, our understanding of belonging is grounded in the Goals 
and Criteria of Sacred Heart Education—a personal and active faith in God, a deep respect for intellectual values, 
a social awareness that impels to action, the building of community as a Christian value, and personal growth in 
an atmosphere of wise freedom. The Goals offer us direction in every decision and are relevant well beyond one’s 
years as a student, faculty, or staff member in a Sacred Heart school. They serve as a guide for life. Each year, 
we choose one Goal to be our annual theme. This year, we will give special focus to Goal IV: the building of 
community as a Christian value.

In a Sacred Heart community, true belonging is born from relationships in which each person, our students, 
families, alumnae, faculty, staff, and trustees feel known, loved, and cherished. In this spirit, our Upper School 
students have been asked to read Cherished Belonging, the latest book by Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J., as their summer 
reading. I warmly invite you, as parents and caregivers, to join us in reading it as well.

Fr. Boyle offers a powerful vision: the world would change if two truths were universally accepted—that every 
person is unshakably good, and that we belong to each other. At Newton Country Day, we affirm both of these 
truths. I am delighted to share that Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. will join us on campus during the first week of September 
to speak about his work and vision. Parents and caregivers are invited to join us for this assembly (RSVP with 
event details will follow). 

Included in this welcome packet, you’ll find key information and dates for the 2025-2026 school year. We hope 
these events take priority on your busy calendars. 

Please note several new community offerings this year, including:

•	 Orientation sessions for parents and caregivers of Middle School and Grade 9 students
•	 Community receptions following the Back-to-School Night program
•	 A return to a one-day, robust Homecoming celebration on Saturday, October 4
•	 Our Bold Vision, Bright Future Gala celebration on October 25  at the Omni Seaport Hotel.

As we look to the year ahead, let us renew our shared commitment to be a community of cherished belonging, a 
place where everyone knows their innate goodness. We belong to each other.

With gratitude and anticipation,

JESSICA HOOPER
Head of School 
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