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B Create goingmerry.com profile for 9 months
of potential scholarships

B Know deadlines for admissions and
financial aid

B Know Testing Requirements
B Review essay promts
B Be mindful of additional deadlines

CREATE YOUR COLLEGE LIST

B Use the Discover feature in SCOIR to
find colleges and build a list based on
your preferences and profile

B Take Tours

B Reach out to admission offices if you have
questions - Explore connections with current
students, both within or outside of your major,
to ask college-life questions

MON

TUES

WED



TO
ACCOMPLISH

FINALIZE YOUR COLLEGE LIST
B 8 universities or less is the recommendation
B Take tours

W Sign up for college updates from the
universities of interest, or reach out to the
admissions office about upcoming events

CREATE A LIST OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS
AND ACADEMIC AWARDS

B Include Grades 9-12

B In & out of school: include work, hobbies,
family obligations, service, fine arts, athletics,
clubs, community engagement

B Have a description of the activity,
including what you accomplished and any
recognition received

B Know the amount of time spent in the activity
(hours per week & weeks per year)

B You may list up to 10 on the common app

CREATE A LIST OF EXTRACURRICULARS

B Include Level (school, state, regional, national,
international) and when earned

B You may list up to 5 on the Common App so
you will need to decide which to include

B Add activities and achievements in SCOIR -
this will save you time on the common app

WED

THURS

FRI



TO
ACCOMPLISH

B Work on Common App or apply directly to the
institution through the university website

B Sign up for college updates from the universities
of interest, or reach out to the admissions office
about upcoming events

B If you have not already, request Letters of
recommendation from teachers.

W Begin scholarship process

TOP STRATEGIES FOR GOINGMERRY.COM
B Start the process as early as possible

B Search for awards specific to you

B Research local organizations

B Create deadline calendar

B Apply to easy scholarships first

COMMON
APP OPENS

NEW STUDENT/ RETURNING
NEW PARENT STUDENT i

ORIENTATION ORIENTATION
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LABOR DAY

BE SURE

YOU KNOW

APPLICATION DEADLINES:
M Early Action

B Restrictive Early Action
B Early Decision

B Regular Decision

B Rolling Decision

||

Request transcripts at least 2 weeks before
application deadline

B Check your Email to register for UT and BGSU
Application Days at St. Francis

* Please see the back of the calendar for detailed
definitions of these deadlines.
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IT TAKES MOST PEOPLE

HOUR

TO COMPLETE
THE FAFSA

Both parents and students must
create an FSA ID account



ONCE YOU'VE

APPLIED D
B Check your email for university I\I Q v E M B E R
portal information
UN MON SAT

M Create portal using username and temporary
password provided by university
: S TUES WED THURS FRI
B After successfully accessing the portal, you

will need to create a new password
EARLY ACTION

W Portal will provide access to your DEADLINE

application status
B Check university portal frequently for updates 1

For the academic year 2023-2024,

57,081,334 5

students applied to four-year colleges

THANKSGIVING THANKSGIVING
BREAK DAY

26




DECISION

DEFINITIONS:

ADMIT

If you receive email or an envelope in the mail with an admit decision,
congratulations - you've been accepted to the university! This is a
no-strings-attached decision, meaning you don’t need to meet any
additional requirements or submit any additional information.

ADMIT TO BRANCH/SATELLITE CAMPUS

If you receive an acceptance to a branch or satellite campus and are
not accepted directly into the main campus, what does this mean?
Generally, a student needs to have earned 30 credits at the branch
campus to transfer (there are exceptions, particularly if courses
needed for a major are not available at the smaller school). Certain
majors may require a minimum GPA to transfer, which is why it's so
important to work hard and earn the best grades possible in those
first two years.

CONDITIONAL/PATHWAY ADMIT

An application status of conditional admit means you've been accepted
to the university, but you'll need to meet certain criteria in order to
enroll. For example, you may be required to start during a semester other
than the one you applied for, take part in a special college-readiness
program, or complete additional foundation courses.

DEFERRED/POSTPONED

If you receive a status of deferred, you aren’t currently admissible to
the university but could be at a later date; the admissions department
will review your application again.

WAITLISTED

You may receive a status of waitlisted when you are qualified for

admission, but there is not currently space available in the incoming class.

DENIED
If you receive a denied status, it means you have not been accepted
to the university.

CANCELED
A status of canceled means your application has been canceled
voluntarily or by the Office of Admissions.

12

CHRISTMAS
BREAK

18 19

CHRISTMAS
DAY



ADMISSION RATES BY STATE
4-Year Colleges

WED THURS FRI

Acceptance Rate (%)

NEW YEAR’S
DAY

)
°
C g ar

In Ohio, 370, 395 applications were submitted and 245, 074
were accepted, leading to a 66.2% acceptance rate.

SOURCE: NACAC Admission Trends Survey, 2018-19.

B Check university portal to determine if you
need to submit a mid-year transcript.

B Send all acceptance letters and
scholarship offers to Mrs. Bockbrader.

B Celebrate your acceptance letters! If you
were denied from college, don't take it
personally and know that a denial does not
define you. Embrace the opportunities

presented.
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If you have made your college selection:
M Pay your Enrollment Fee
B Complete housing application if applicable

If you have questions, talk to your
counselors and parents to discuss your
college choices

SUN MON
1
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15 6
22 e

TUES WED

THURS
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SAT

14

21

28



TUES WED THURS

TAKE

SOME TIME S

B To understand and compare your

financial aid awards

9 10 11 12
@ E 16 17 18 19
OF COLLEGE STUDENTS
BENEFIT FROM SOME
FORM OF FINANCIAL AID 23 24 25 26

SPRING
BREAK

30 31



MON TUES
B Deadline to submit all college acceptances EI?I?EAEIE RESUME

to be included in the graduation program is

Friday, April 15 n /

Once you have decided on your college selection
(you have until May 1 to decide) 13 14

B Pay your enrollment fee

B Complete housing application if applicable

B Let Mrs. Bockbrader know where you will
be attending 20 21

B Check your email frequently for orientation and
course registration information from college

B Create your SFS Alumni Account

B Connect with SFS Alumni who attend
your chosen school

27 28
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2026
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TUES WED THURS FR

DECISION DAY s

B All final transcript requests will be sent
once SFS grades are finalized

GRADUATION
DAY

18 23
MEMORIAL
DAY




DEFINITIONS

OF COLLEGE APPLICATION TERMS

As you begin your search for a college or university program, you're likely to

see some industry-standard terms. Knowing the meaning of these will make

the research and application process easier. Some of the terms you will want

to be familiar with as the college application deadlines approach are: early

action, early decision, regular decision, rolling admissions.

WHAT ARE EARLY
DECISION DEADLINES?

Early decision (ED) programs are similar to the
early action option, but there are a few important
distinctions that applicants must be aware of.
The biggest difference is that early decision
applications are binding. If admission is granted,
then the applicant must enroll at the college

or university in question. It's also important to
note that students can only submit a single early
decision application, making it an ideal option
for individuals with first choice institutions and
programs. Early decision deadlines vary, but most
early decision applications must be submitted by
November 1 of a student’s senior year of high
school, with a December notification date. Some
schools offer a second round of early decision
applications, which are typically due on January 1.

WHAT IS RESTRICTIVE
EARLY ACTION?

Restrictive Early Action is another non-binding
option. You aren’t obligated to attend if accepted.
However, if you apply restrictive early action,
you may not apply to any other schools in the
early rounds. Applicants are expected to sign a
statement that they agree to file only one early
application. Applying restrictive early action
clearly indicates to the school that they are your
number one choice, and it can significantly
increase your chances of acceptance. Like early
action applicants, restrictive early action applicants
have until May 1 to make their decision.

WHAT ARE REGULAR
DECISION DEADLINES?

Regular decision refers to the standard application
process most students go through when applying
to a college or university. This process follows a
schools’ published deadlines, which generally
require application submission by January 1

of the students’ senior years. In most cases,
applicants can expect to hear back regarding
admission for regular decision deadlines, which is
by March or April. Students can apply to as many
colleges and universities via regular decision as
they want and there are not requirements to
enroll after acceptance.

WHAT ARE EARLY ACTION
DEADLINES?

Early action (EA) is an admission process offered
by some colleges and universities. Early action is
basically an option allowing prospective students
to apply earlier and find out sooner whether

or not they’ve been admitted. Deadlines vary,
but most institutions require early action
applications to be submitted by October or
November of a student’s senior year of high
school, whereas regular admission applications

are due on January 1. Early action applicants are
generally notified of the college or university’s
early action deadlines are generally by December
or January 1 of their senior year, which allows
them to begin weighing their options much
earlier than standard applicants.

WHAT ARE ROLLING
ADMISSION DEADLINES?

Rolling admission is not an application option
students can choose, but rather an admission
process utilized by some colleges and universities.
It's similar to regular admission, with a few key
differences.

Whereas institutions with regular admission have
a set due date for applicant materials, schools
using rolling admission accept continuously. In
most cases, this means students can apply for
enrollment at any point during their senior year
of high school, although some institutions do
have deadlines for admission to the upcoming
academic year.

This method is significant because schools with
rolling admission also review and respond to
applications as they receive them, instead of
waiting until after a specific submission deadline.
These colleges and universities will continue

to consider students for enrollment until all of
the slots for incoming freshmen are filled. Most
applicants hear back with an admission decision
within a few weeks.

While this process seems very convenient, spots
at popular institutions can fill up quickly and
waiting too long will result in a more competitive
candidate pool. Applying late in the year also
means hearing back even later, which can cause
problems for students considering other schools
with stricter enrollment deadlines. For this reason,
it's a good idea to submit rolling admissions and
rolling college applications first.
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