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Cedar Ridge Elementary School 
 

Pueblo School District 70 
1267 W. Oro Grande - Pueblo West, CO 81007 

Telephone (719) 547-8268 
 

Andrew Maez 
   Principal​ 

July 31, 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians; 
 
 
​ In order to help the 2025 – 2026 school year get off to a great start, this letter will help 
everyone prepare for the beginning of August and the start of a new school year.  Below is a list 
that will help with that planning: 
 
 
 
First Day of School:​ K-5 ​ Monday, August 11, 2025 
​ Pre-K​ Monday, August 11, 2025 
​ ​ ​ ​  

Please make sure your students know which bus they ride or who will be picking them up. 
Please look on the CRE website for pick up and drop off procedures. 

 
Bussing:   For any and all transportation questions, please call First Student at 544-7589. 
 
 
CRE Web Site:  All future information and/or updates will be provided on the CRE website:   

http://cre.district70.org/ 
 
I look forward to seeing all of the Cedar Ridge students and parents in August.  Have a safe and 
enjoyable summer break! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Andrew Maez 
Cedar Ridge Elementary  
Principal 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cedar Ridge Elementary Staff 

 

Principal………………………………….………………………………Andrew Maez 

Dean of Students……………………………………………….……Sarah Pecoraro 

Secretary…………………………………………………………………Brenda Hasui 

Preschool Director……………………..………………………..Lindsay Slobodnik 

Kindergarten…………………………….…………………….……Heather Crowley 

Kindergarten…………………………………………..…………..Tania Oreskovich 

Kindergarten.…………………………………..……………………Whitney Monter 

First Grade………………………………………………………………Joanna Kaiser 

First Grade………………………..………………………………….. Chelsey Porter 

First Grade…………………………….…………….………..…….. Atalie Sandoval 

Second Grade……………………….………………………..……...Amy Buckallew 

Second Grade……………………………………………….....……..Laurie Bossow 

Second Grade………………………………………..…………….Melissa Fairbairn 

Third Grade……………………………………………………….Jessica Hernandez 

Third Grade……..…………………………………..….……..….Natalie Villanueva 

Third Grade…………………………………………………….….…Paulette Emond 

Fourth Grade……………………………………………………..Tiffany Marmolejo 

Fourth Grade……………………………………………………………Kathy Runyan 

Fourth Grade……………………………………………….…..Devonna McDonald 

Fifth Grade…………………………………………………………..David Buckallew 

Fifth Grade………………………………………….…………………….Sara Wagner 

Fifth Grade…………………………………….…………………………….Tanya Fair 

Physical Education…………………………………………………….Doug McGraw 

Music…………………………………….………………..…….………Julie Kuhlman 

ESS Teacher……………………………………………………………Andrew Dodge 

ESS Teacher…………………………………..……………………………...Katy Plutt 

Media Center……………..…………………………………………Sarah Carothers 

ParaProfessional…………………………………….…………..……..Chris Warren 

ParaProfessional…………………………………….…………..…… Melissa Smith 

ParaProfessional……………………………………………..Christine Beauchamp 

ParaProfessional……………………………………………...…… Jennifer Roberts 

ParaProfessional..…………………………………………………Jonathan Graston 

ParaProfessional..………………………………………………Christy Ravenkamp 

ParaProfessional..……………………………………………………Michelle Taylor 

Preschool Lead Teacher…..……………………………….……….....Sarah Mares 

Speech Pathology Specialist…………...……..…….…,…..…………Vicky Bigley 

School Psychologist..………………………………………………..Aaron Crowley 

School Nurse……………………………..…….…….…………………………….TBA 

Nurse Assistant…….……………………………………………..Roberta Pacheco 

Head Custodian……………………………………………..…….…...Fern Higgins 

Custodian……………………………………….………..……………Robert Carrillo 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

School Hours   

Students may not arrive at school before 7:30 AM 

7:35………………………………………………...………………………Doors Open 

7:40 AM.…………………………………….………………... K – 5:  Classes Begin 

10:45 AM…………..……………………………….Morning Pre-School Dismissal 

12:00 PM…………………………………………………......PM Pre-School Begins 

3:05 PM...……………………………………….…PM Pre-K and K – 5:  Dismissal 

7:15 AM – 4:00 PM…….…………………………………..…School Office Hours 

7:15 AM – 3:45 PM…………………………………………..…....Teacher’s Hours 

 

PLEASE OBSERVE CONSIDERATION FOR THE STAFF BY: 

●​ STUDENTS ARE NOT TO BE LEFT AT SCHOOL WITHOUT PRIOR 

ARRANGEMENTS AFTER 3:15 PM  

o​ 1
ST
 INCIDENT - WE WILL CONTACT YOU WITH A REMINDER OF 

THIS POLICY 

o​ 2
ND

 INCIDENT - THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT and SOCIAL 

SERVICES WILL BE CONTACTED AND YOUR CHILD WILL BE 

TRANSPORTED HOME BY THE DEPUTY ON DUTY. 

 
 

Breakfast/Lunch Prices 

Breakfast and lunch are free for all students.  If your child would like an a 

la carte or extra entrée it will cost $1.75 and drink will cost $.60.  

Students will not be allowed to charge for extra servings. 

 

 

Sexual Harassment/Bullying 

It is a violation of school policy and is illegal under federal law for any 

student to harass staff members or other students, or for any staff 

member to harass other staff members or students, through conduct or 

communications of a sexual nature.  A sexual harassment policy and 

grievance procedure has been adopted by School District No. 70 School 

Board and is written in detail in the “Student Conduct and Discipline 

Codes” policy book that is made available to each family in the fall. 

 

Bullying is against the law in Colorado.  School District No. 70 has 

adopted a policy regarding bullying.  It is the responsibility of teachers, 

administrators and students to report any bullying incident to school 

administration.  Bullying incidents will be investigated and dealt with 

promptly. 



 

 

 

Personal Property 

Please mark all personal property with your child’s name (coat, lunch 

box, backpack, notebooks, etc.).  We will maintain a lost and found area.  

Please have your child check this area for lost items. 

 

When sending money to school for any reason, (including lunch money) 

please send it in an envelope marked with the child’s name and the 

purpose.  We encourage children to not bring money to school other than 

for lunch and specific purchases, i.e., book fair, book orders. 

 

Cell Phone and Smart Watches 

Policy JICJ 

 

PreK-8 Students: 

●​ No electronic device use during school hours (7:15 AM - 3:15 

PM for PreK-5, 7:00 AM - 3:45 PM for 6-8). 

●​ Devices must be turned off and stored in backpacks or 

designated areas. 

●​ The school will not be responsible for lost, stolen, or broken 

electronic devices. 

 

 
Discipline Standards 

 
It is the responsibility of Cedar Ridge Elementary to establish a 

comfortable, yet well-disciplined environment. Mutual respect and 

understanding are two important components of such. Teachers have the 

responsibility to set classroom rules and procedures consistent with 

school and district policy.  No student has the right to behave in any way 

that interferes with the safety, welfare or educational progress of any 

other student.  Neither do students have the right to interfere with the 

responsibilities of any adult staff member.  Students will be given 

consequences for behaviors that do not comply with the standards of 

behavior set forth by Cedar Ridge Elementary.  Parent involvement is 

important and will be required in an effort to solve discipline problems.  

Parents will be notified by phone of incidents in which the student is 

referred to the principal for disciplinary action. 

 

Student Behavior Standards: 

 

1.​ I WILL BE AN ACTIVE LEARNER.  I will take responsibility for my 

own books and equipment, assignments, being honest, and paying 

attention to my teacher. 

https://www.district70.org/pdf/Board_Policies/JB-JRD_Students/JIC-JIF_student_conduct/JICJ%20Student%20Use%20of%20Electronic%20Communication%20Devices.pdf


2.​ I WILL HAVE ACCEPTABLE CONDUCT.  I will not disrupt the 

learning of others or my teacher as they teach. 

3.​ I WILL KEEP FROM CAUSING PHYSICAL HARM TO OTHERS 

AND MYSELF.  I will not fight, throw rocks or snowballs, hit, or 

shove. 

4.​ I WILL HAVE RESPECT FOR OTHERS.  I will not call other names, 

tease, cuss, or talk disrespectfully to other students or adults. 

5.​ I WILL TAKE CARE OF PERSONAL AND SCHOOL PROPERTY.  I 

will not write on walls, desks, destroy books or equipment, or 

someone else’s property.  I understand that if I damage library 

books, classroom books, or property that I will be held responsible 

for replacement costs. 

Consequences for Non-Compliance with Student Behavior Standards: 

1.​ Loss of recess time 

2.​ Isolation from classmates 

3.​ Loss of participation in a “special activity” with parent notification 

4.​ Parental meeting with teacher, and principal to write behavior 

contract 

5.​ Suspension or expulsion 

 

Attendance 

 

One indicator of student success in school is regular attendance. 

Students are expected to attend school every day it is in session, unless 

they are ill or there are other circumstances which prevent their 

attendance.  If your child is ill, please call the school office as soon as 

possible on the day of the child’s absence.  Parents who wish to pick up 

homework for their child should make arrangements early in the day and 

plan on picking up the homework in the afternoon. 

 

The school will be contacting parents of students who are excessively 

absent and /or tardy. IF attendance does not improve, the student will be 

referred to the school District 70 attendance officer for further action. 

Excessive absences can lead to students and their parents being turned 

over to the court system for truancy charges. 

 

Please help your child succeed at school by expecting regular attendance.  

Excessive absences will result in a letter being sent to the child’s 

parents and/or guardians and possible Truancy Charges being 

filed. 

 

Activity Policy 

 

 

Students must be at school for at least one half of a school day in order 

to participate in after school activities.  These include school programs, 

choir performances, Spelling Bee, and other school-sponsored activities.  

The only exception to this policy is for state excused absences. 

 

 



 

 

Assignments/Homework/Grading Procedures 

 

Homework assignments given by teachers at CRE will be directly related 

to the curriculum presented in the classroom.  Students may complete 

assignments while at school; consequently, some students may report 

that they do not have homework.  If this is the case, we encourage 

students to read, practice math skills, or write in a personal journal. 

 

Class assignments and/or homework are the primary responsibility of the 

student.  Students need to turn in assignments promptly and as neatly 

and accurately as possible.  Students should check on assignments 

missed because of absences, etc.  Students will be given a reasonable 

amount of time to make up assignments when they have an excused 

absence. 

 

Each teacher sets grading procedures for his/her class.  If you have 

questions, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

Parents can view their child’s grade online at 

http://powerschool.district70.org/public.   User ID and password to 

access this web site must be obtained from the CRE office. 

 

Emergency School Closing/Early Dismissal 

 

Inclement Weather:  The District 70 website: www.district70.org will have 

timely information regarding school closings.  Also any local TV station or 

radio station will announce morning late starts or closings.  Finally, Cedar 

Ridge will also send automated out phone messages letting parents know 

of any closings or delays. 

 

In the event that school is dismissed early due to weather, your child will 

ride home on their assigned bus.  Please make sure that we have on file 

in the office telephone numbers where you can be reached.  Also, talk 

with your child about what to do in case school must close during the 

day. 

 

Other Emergency Closings: 

The School District No. 70 Website: www.district70.org will post 

information about emergency school closings.  Please check the site for 

information in case of emergency.  Cedar Ridge will also send automated 

out phone messages letting parents know of any closings or delays. 

 

 

Dress Code – District Policy: JICA-R 

School District No. 70 has adopted a dress code policy.  The complete 

policy can be found in the “Student Conduct and Discipline Code” policy 

book. 

http://powerschool.district70.org/public
http://www.district70.org
http://www.district70.org


 

School Bus Procedures 

Students are to ride their assigned bus. Only in cases of emergency or 

baby-sitting situations will students be allowed to ride a bus to which 

they are not normally assigned.  In cases of emergency, the school office 

must be notified and approval must also be given by transportation.  

Students are not allowed to ride a different bus for any other purpose, 

i.e., parties, recreation.  The First Student Code of Conduct can be found 

on the Cedar Ridge Website.  Please review these rules with your child. 

Following are the consequences for violating bus rules: 

 

First Violation: Driver will verbally warn the students and may move 

the student to a different seat. 

Second Violation: Driver issues a written warning (conduct report) to 

the student that must be signed by the parent and returned to the 

driver before the student is allowed back onto the bus. 

Third Violation: Driver will issue a second written warning that is 

reviewed by the central transportation department and will result in a 

1-day suspension of bus riding privileges.  Conduct report must be 

signed by the parent and returned to the driver before the student will 

be allowed back on the bus. 

Fourth Violation: Driver will issue a third written warning that is 

reviewed by the central transportation department and will result in a 

3-day suspension of bus riding privileges.  Conduct report must be 

signed by the parent and returned to the driver before the student will 

be allowed back on the bus. 

 

Picking Up Your Child Early from School 

We will not allow a child to leave school with anyone that is not approved 

by the parent or guardian.  Please make sure that we have a list of people 

that are authorized to pick up your child from school.  That person will 

also need to bring a state issued driver’s license or identification card. 

 

Your child must be signed out in the school’s office.  Please do not go to 

the classroom to get your child.  The school secretary will contact the 

teacher to send your child to the office to leave. 

 

School District No. 70 Medication Policy 

Medication will only be administered to students when a doctor 

prescribes it. The child’s doctor must fill out a medication form and 

the parent must bring the prescribed medication to school with a 

pharmacy label stating specific direction for dispensing.  Under no 

circumstances will medication be given without a prescription.  Over the 

counter medications such as aspirin, cough drops, etc., will not be 

administered without a doctor’s approval. Parents are to bring the 

medication to school.  Please do not send the medication on the bus with 

your child. 

 

 



Immunization – BOE Policy: JLCB 

No student shall be permitted to attend or continue to attend any school 

in this district without meeting the legal requirements of immunization 

against disease unless the student has a valid exemption for health, 

religious, personal or other reasons as provided by law. 

 

Students who do not submit a certificate of immunization or present a 

valid exemption shall be suspended and/or expelled from school until 

such certificate or exemption is received. 

 

The administration shall set appropriate regulations to comply with the 

law. 

 

 

CRE Field Trip Policy 

 
Any student who has an “F” as a total grade in any subject at the time of a 

field trip, has 5 or more missing assignments for all subjects will not be 

allowed to go on any school field trip.  Any funds paid to go on the 

field trip WILL NOT be refunded if a student fails to live up to their 

responsibilities.  Field Trips are a privilege and not a right.  Only those 

students living up to the expectations of Cedar Ridge will be allowed to 

go on any and all field trips. 

 

 

 

CRE OUTSIDE DAYS POLICY 

Cedar Ridge Elementary policy is that all students will go outside 

everyday for recess unless weather conditions are unsafe for students 

such as rain, lightning, wet snow, or the temperature or wind chill drops 

to  16 degrees or below. 

 

Weather Guidelines 

Outdoor play is essential to children’s health and well-being.  Children 

need to run, climb, jump and play outdoors.  The time children spend 

outdoors each day is just as important to their learning as the time they 

spend in their classrooms. 

 

We ask that students have winter coats, hats and gloves each day during 

the winter season.  

 

No scarves please; with climbing equipment the scarves pose a possible 

danger. 

 

The only time students will be allowed to stay in from recess will 

be with a note from a medical professional stating it is required. 

 

Schools are equipped with weather radios that inform staff of National 

Weather Service alerts: 

 



Cautionary (Wind chills of -18 to -20 degrees) 

Advisory (Wind chill of -25 degrees or below) 

Warning (Wind chill of -35 degrees or below) 

 

In addition, current conditions can be checked on the internet at 

www.weather.com or at the National Weather Service website 

www.crh.noaa.gov/dlh  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.weather.com
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/dlh
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