
Kyrene Akimel A-al

 August 1,2025

Message from the Principal

Good afternoon Rattler families,

What an eventful week it has been! We kicked off our beginning-of-year assessments, navigated multiple
heat advisory days, and even managed through a power outage. Despite the challenges, our students
showed incredible resilience, focus, and determination—I could not be prouder of their efforts.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership as we work through the busy start of the school
year. It has been a true joy to see our students begin to connect, build friendships, and settle into the
rhythm of campus life.

This is only the beginning of what promises to be a wonderful year together. We are grateful to have you
as part of our Rattler community.

Warmly,
Shalini McCarthy
Principal, Akimel A-al Middle School
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Important

Drop Off and Pick Up










A reminder regarding pick-up procedures: there has been a change to the traffic flow on Liberty Lane,
but please remember that parking is not allowed on Liberty Lane during drop-off and pick-up times.
For the safety of all students, use the front lot for drop-off and pick-up, and be sure to pull all the way
forward to help keep traffic moving smoothly.

If you need to park, you may use the front lot or the shared lot with Estrella.  When using the Estrella
lot, be mindful buses have priority over all other traffic during dismissal. Cars are not allowed to use the
bus staging area to get around traffic.  Please follow traffic patterns to ensure safety for all students.

We also kindly ask that you be courteous and take turns allowing others to enter the lot. Please be
patient—a little patience goes a long way in keeping our school community safe and efficient.



PTSO Meeting



Upcoming Events

AUG 6:  BJ's Dinner Night,  PTSO Meeting 12:30 PM AUG 13: 
Slim Chickens Dinner Night – Maricopa AUG 15: Early 
Release Friday @ 1:05pm
AUG 18: Staff Development Day – No School
AUG 20: Chipotle Fundraiser
AUG 22: School Pictures
SEPT 1: Labor Day —  No School
SEPT 10-12:  Parent Teacher Conferences –Early Release @ 
1:05 pm



Don't forget to order your student a Rattler spirit shirt!  The sale ends Thursday, August 7!

Grade Level Spirit Wear

Show off your Rattler spirit with our grade level Akimel A-al t-shirts! 

We want every student to not only feel like an Akimel A-al  Rattler, but look the part too. Place your 
order online using our online payment portal, InTouch Receipting, by Thursday, August 7th.  The cost is
$10 per shirt for S-XL & $12 for XXL or larger.   

Shirts will be delivered to your student in their Advisory class.  All orders will be placed when the sale 
ends.  Please allow at least 3 weeks for delivery.

Rattler Spirit Days!
Show your spirit by wearing your grade level shirt or Rattler gear every Friday and your favorite 
college gear every Tuesday.
Let’s show our pride and earn those Snake Bites! 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/PC8zHxmfvuQneDBXHv8Iwg~~/AAAAARA~/8li5p8BX30_yGYufwME7Od5NFYqvCMdSnoE-mjs1b82TRyREPa7YEHxh8Z4Xarw7AZUxIUSRJV7rddulQbN6nYxVckEyc5nYQ5TwBOqm_M6EYn_FGGHKrr_m9yBV8rFw_ppjZaRw52P6BC8VcTTlQfd74oN4wcZBxU9pJF4nDs1ne9Ikz13Go3w7WjYLmF8vYkXx1dldiLxjKy9Xxnp_IZp2hBPfuoq90S8_J1NjLZtO4DV4F6a2AaSiINJdcp8nYqDZW_oH5daqGjvcnXmDvBlIidtmL7XVhguOk-sc0mhpUlMuLwUEln4gk9U--CrTQFPkpq0WIB0sJl7PLRJ0ofhsFBxJLEtedZ6Jq3AjtFA~


Greetings!

It has been a wonderful start of the school year! My name is Ms. Nelson, and this will be my second
year as your children’s school counselor. I am honored to continue being part of your children’s
journey to offer them support and guidance in navigating their academic career, personal
development, and social interactions.

 My primary role is to foster relationships with your children. Whether your children need help with
navigating friendships, seeking academic support, managing stress, or simply needing someone to
talk to, I am here to assist. 

Parent Consent Form for Optional Support Services

This form is not a referral or guarantee for school counseling or group sessions. However, if your
child were to need more than three 15-minute check-ins or additional social-emotional support



during the school year, I am required to have parent/guardian consent on file first.

Please complete the Parent Consent Google Form below if you are open to your child receiving this
type of support should the need arise.
Link: https://forms.gle/H9aeCC37CXnXTLGp9

I am excited for our upcoming school year and our partnership to ensure a positive and successful
middle school journey! 

Kindly,
Ms. Nelson

Our first quarter sports are underway!  Tryouts for Girl's Volleyball began this week and Wrestling
practice began as well.  Registration for Wrestling is still open and will close August 11.  If you have a
Rattler student who would like to Wrestle, sign them up!  Contact Stacy Huerta our athletic secretary
with any questions at 480-541-5805 or shuerta@kyrene.org.

As we continue to partner with you regarding your child’s attendance, we need to inform you of an
important update regarding how “absences due to appointments” should be reported. In alignment with
guidance from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE), please be specific when reporting the reason
for your child’s appointment. Only appointments for medical, dental or behavioral health will be marked
as excused. All other appointments will be considered unexcused. If you have any questions about this
update or your child’s attendance, please contact your school’s attendance clerk. 

Quick Links
School Website
Online Payment Portal - This can be used for purchasing PE Uniforms, lunch accounts, tax credit
donations, paying for athletic fees, field trips etc.
Breakfast/Lunch Menus - Application for Free/Reduced Meals
Transportation, Bus Information
ParentVUE and StudentVUE - Log into your ParentVue to access student schedules.  It's a good

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/J6mHeU0N5zROnIo98qh0oQ~~/AAAAARA~/fiATeQyy4AddKBsesnYf2IyC1gX3MNHmQjuFv6mIRK7UFz0G0Bf7qNVOFVTGvtUveTt6B-agxAnJ736OW1VkBcuN3i0OdBQGu8UOq69qeRa2cKVMXTfs3usBqGBc74gy
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/J6mHeU0N5zROnIo98qh0oQ~~/AAAAARA~/fiATeQyy4AddKBsesnYf2IyC1gX3MNHmQjuFv6mIRK7UFz0G0Bf7qNVOFVTGvtUveTt6B-agxAnJ736OW1VkBcuN3i0OdBQGu8UOq69qeRa2cKVMXTfs3usBqGBc74gy
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ltWtlc_CGCS8o0qXDiTb_g~~/AAAAARA~/fq54jQesu4vFhHNHRIpf3Y4Gd3alDiPSTCOkgPsQQ0rYBI4kkpusKXB4-UxHo1NZXtehJ88zG4YFvS4KL88DaLUiDN2oW7EDwmSSENmLP2IOILHmrhBL6zQhGnVOXTLd
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/R7PT2lD0WbMxLkEFMoymwQ~~/AAAAARA~/8li5p8BX30_yGYufwME7Od5NFYqvCMdSnoE-mjs1b82TRyREPa7YEHxh8Z4Xarw7f0U_-xQaLiAqr_DAvi3mG4HNKlkVeNMTZFif9VyAS9woC5EaDGRv_czeEta-jhKKDFFTeuU_P5xy9uHbhkyJAELdfJAoFiuRlWXusKuAC0AmmM7Wig0YqdSpDfHgEx3u0pSgf-_t1-B4nqjHdxKMMOAVfxwVzFAnYhzIHxWpbRJ3RMt__8mXjAhTOgedZwJEGeh_HRhQuyEvRcnH9joB9CXzyKUNf2Fqa73hoIt1LsBLLmcz_Y50rZSKabck0r4l6-N51kOW9nQBnYf7xYVbEDe3nGgAd7fUdFx9wJq-rw8~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Dc_6Sq_ZLHjgrBcuhzZtaQ~~/AAAAARA~/wgzbj6yqtz4SutwXfHrPtBcIGr2G_QKV8uU3nUjPn6qtfKzdasUiaBKDebjwUdSLLRHlC_hz6SLZjqQB_MkaRNZ0fbUAflycSWV1nJbZTf-nLuItHZGdP_Oi7T3U4XEiySpc8aM04p6eBDZirp446g~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/R7PT2lD0WbMxLkEFMoymwQ~~/AAAAARA~/8li5p8BX30_yGYufwME7Od5NFYqvCMdSnoE-mjs1b82TRyREPa7YEHxh8Z4Xarw7f0U_-xQaLiAqr_DAvi3mG4HNKlkVeNMTZFif9VyAS9woC5EaDGRv_czeEta-jhKKDFFTeuU_P5xy9uHbhkyJAELdfJAoFiuRlWXusKuAC0AmmM7Wig0YqdSpDfHgEx3u0pSgf-_t1-B4nqjHdxKMMOAVfxwVzFAnYhzIHxWpbRJ3RMt__8mXjAhTOgedZwJEGeh_HRhQuyEvRcnH9joB9CXzyKUNf2Fqa73hoIt1LsBLLmcz_Y50rZSKabck0r4l6-N51kOW9nQBnYf7xYVbEDe3nGgAd7fUdFx9wJq-rw8~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/kbBD4oF4g_SmIphyC6ZxNw~~/AAAAARA~/zjZJZixlKqRB3VPfb8bxh_xm4eMbJt3CzW84yKNxVMHz0Wy16LNnepVUBDXPbkxvPtX6vxZ2ytE9KX-uJu7ed-4COGjKXSLCRAKBeN91BDlq5WPfVvWY7MW64HpxCt5KCv4KbrnDfPCOo8XvkS4JuLb8RU_OCVQoEvDDlBdfAFlgX6Feswxvjsc6SA0NxFkz
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/wENOByvtpjRNzH-vpmkkJA~~/AAAAARA~/xBgJFhpEgym27bhg9QYrLOELzfhjepI1TeGvESyHvGutmcTFS_qVJljc_Axv0cuVgulQqjIi0V9LaWAtY7YGZZ8nK6TGnW0nmQQ_eykhl4JS1W2rZQAnQLhklgeTdYBwGPG9EMrUSYWrhV5X9FD9Z7ryCIhXxDO9xwFDEl0nC9k~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ZbUwmXAN2YZgM6apTWn5Ow~~/AAAAARA~/K5M7N1eogIbHDxWUo2n5CJZeUEHRpwRoVt_h-g03r5TG9IyOLtgiWvTN5756vv64QvoD02mkSOCfRCobLHb4loXJFkXeC8yoRJvrAx1Tu7eWo40hldBR0d-MpegTjAmBSzQlKqJX7s7n5Rh7XSYkOA_A9VWYzFF_W29RdH07xiOym1Y8ihPuDmZPxkte_9Sk


idea to write down the class schedule for a quick glance during the first few days of school.  This
is also where you will see student grades and communications from teachers.
Kyrene Family Handbook

Contact Us
Kyrene Akimel A-al
2720 E Liberty Lane,
Phoenix, Arizona 85048

Phone: 480-541-5800
Fax: 480-541-5810
Attendance: 480-541-5801

School Hours: 8:20 am - 3:05 pm
Early Dismissal Wed: 1:05 pm

Office Hours: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
Wednesday: 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Kyrene School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from
our list, please contact Kyrene School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through
our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents,
students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.
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