
GAINESVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Personal Electronic Communications Guidelines 

Introduction to GISD’s Cell Phone Policy 

Under Gainesville ISD’s Personal Electronic Communications guidelines, all cell phones, smart watches, 

headphones, and similar devices used to electronically communicate fall under the umbrella of personal 

electronic communication devices and will simply be referenced as “cell phones” throughout this policy. 

To promote the best possible learning and social environment in our classrooms and campuses, GISD 

students are expected to adhere to the guidelines outlined below during the school day. The intent of 

this policy is to limit access to and use of cell phones in order to reduce distractions, protect 

instructional time, and foster healthier social and emotional interactions. 

While House Bill 1481, which requires all Texas public schools to prohibit student use of personal 

communication devices during the school day, does not go into effect until September 1, 2025, GISD will 

begin fully implementing this policy on the first day of school, August 6, 2025, to align with the spirit of 

the law and to set clear expectations from the start of the year. 

This policy is grounded in growing concerns about the impact of cell phones on students’ education and 

well-being: 

• Distractions in learning: Phones often disrupt the classroom by diverting students’ focus away

from lessons and activities.

• Social interaction challenges: Excessive phone use diminishes opportunities for students to

develop essential face-to-face communication skills, particularly during unstructured times such

as lunch.

• Cyberbullying risks: Phones can facilitate cyberbullying during the school day, harming the

mental health and safety of students.

• Mental health concerns: Studies show that overuse of screens contributes to anxiety,

depression, and stress in young people.

By enforcing this policy, Gainesville ISD aims to create a more focused, supportive, and socially 

connected environment for all students. 

Prohibited devices include (but are not limited to): 

• Cell Phones

• Smart Watches

• Bluetooth Earbuds or Headphones

• Tablets and Personal Computers

• Gaming Devices

• Any other devices capable of telecommunications or digital communication.



GUIDELINES OF USE 

Grades K-12: Students are required to keep their devices turned off and stored away during the

school day.  Students who violate the policy will be subject to disciplinary action as outlined below.

Area of Use Approved Use 

Before/ After school YES 

During Passing Period NO 

In the Classroom NO 

In the Cafeteria (during lunch) NO 

CONSEQUENCES 

Unauthorized use of Cell Phones, Smart Watches, any type of Headphones and other devices used to 

electronically communicate are infractions of the guide lines. Students using a personal electronic 

communications device during the instructional day without the explicit permission of an authorized 

district employee will result in confiscation of the cell phone and adherence to the graduated list of 

authorized consequences. Only the cell phone itself will be confiscated [not any other device]. In the 

event of unauthorized use, the teacher should ask a student for the cell phone only one time. Failure to 

turn over the cell phone upon first request will result in a discipline referral to campus administration, 

confiscation by administration and adherence to the graduated list of consequences. Authorized district 

employees who will be responsible for cell phone confiscation will include administrators and teachers 

(including substitutes or someone else covering the class).  

Consequences for HB 1481 Violations 

If seen, heard, or used, devices will be confiscated and handled according to the 

consequences listed below. 

1st Offense 

• The student’s phone will be confiscated.

• The assistant principal will contact the parent/guardian.

• The phone may be picked up by the student or parent at the end of the school day.

• The incident will be documented in Ascender as a violation.

EXCEPTIONS
We understand that some students may require access to a cell phone due to individual needs. Exceptions to the 
policy are made for students with documented medical conditions, special education supports, or 504 
accommodations that specifically require cell phone access. These exceptions are aligned with state and federal 
laws to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of all students.

If your child requires access to a phone during the school day due to a medical need or as part of an IEP or 504 
plan, please work with your campus administrator to ensure proper documentation is on file.



3rd Offense 

• The student’s phone will be confiscated.

• The assistant principal will notify the parent/guardian.

• The phone may only be retrieved by the parent.

• The violation will be recorded in Ascender, and the student will be assigned 2 days of In-School

Suspension (ISS).

4th Offense and Beyond 

• Repeated violations will result in more serious disciplinary action, including out-of-school

suspension.

• There will be a $15 fee assessed after the 4th offense and beyond.

If there is an emergency or urgent matter, we ask that you please contact the front office and they will 

gladly relay the message to your student.   

2nd Offense 

• The student’s phone will be confiscated.

• The assistant principal will notify the parent/guardian.

• The phone may only be retrieved by the parent.

• The violation will be recorded in Ascender, and the student will be assigned 1 day of In-School

Suspension (ISS).




