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Harry Faber:

First of all our condolences to the Otto Bouw-
man family for the passing away of a dear mother and
grandmother. Even though this was not unexpected, we
hope and pray that even in life and death you may know
that we are not our own but belong in body and soul to
our faithful Savior Jesus Christ.

The Membership Meeting that was planned for
November 22 has been changed to the following day
the 23rd due to the fact that a consistory meeting was
scheduled on the same evening.

At our last board meeting we were able to see
the section on “Finances” on the video of Leo Kampen
that was held at the Principal’s conference. Mr. Kampen
really stressed the importance that a school that main-
tains its “reformed” distinctiveness will also be a school
that remains financially sound. If parents do not see the
importance of what we are doing, they will very quickly
have other competing interests for their money. This is
really something to keep in mind when we live in finan-
cially difficult times. As a result of watching this video
the board is discussing how to go about a 5 year plan for
the school. As the saying goes “If we don’t know where
you are going any road will take you there.” One of the
items that would be in the 5 year plan would be, “what
things can the board do to encourage the enthusiasm
for our school?” We hope to involve the membership in
this process as well. As | stated, it is only in the begin-
ning stages, so you may hear or see something in print
in the future.

Things have been moving smoothly at school so
far this year. A big thank you to our principal who has
guided the ship along. Of course he has a very capable
staff and a number of volunteers to help him along,
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which is a rich blessing.

At our upcoming membership meeting we
hope to vote to add another board member since
“yours truly” has completed 3 years on the board.
Thank you for entrusting me with that honor to serve.
| know we have two very capable brothers who allowed
their names to stand for election. Something we can
be thankful for. If there is one thing | learned it is that
despite our shortcomings on the board, the Lord con-
tinues to bless our efforts. Praise to Him alone.

Short Report from the Board
of Oct. 16 -2010

The chairman H. Faber opens the meeting by
reading Ps. 1 and prayer. He welcomes everyone pres-
ent including the Principal. The video presentation by
Leo Kampen was watched regarding school financing.
Several issues were discussed.

The minutes of Sept. 20 are approved. Matters
from the minutes are dealt with. There was one letter
for incoming mail. The matter of paying L+I for volun-
teers is dealt with. We will not pay L+l for volunteers.
The Principal gives his principal’s report. Items for the
membership meeting are dealt with. The Ed. Com. re-
port is discussed. Names were received from the CBM
to replace D. Postmus. T. Faber was chosen. Two board
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members gave a report on a new teacher visit. Short re-
port is read and approved. The Principal is thanked and
leaves the meeting.

The remaining minutes of Sept. 20 are ap-
proved. There were no matter from the minutes. Two
names are chosen for nominees for the board position
in the upcoming fall membership meeting. The finances
are dealt with and those in arrears will be contacted.
Financial statements from the 2009/10 school year are
approved for publication. Names for auditors were se-
lected. Date for next board meeting is scheduled for
Nov. 24th. Question period was held. D. Leyenhorst

Ryan van Driel

With the 2010-2011 school season well under
way, it’s time for an update from your Education Com-
mittee. We continue to meet every month with our prin-
cipal, Otto Bouwman, to receive updates and provide
direction on school & classroom activities, parent & stu-
dent academic requests, and curriculum and academic
challenges. We enjoy the reports from Otto, as well as
from the curriculum coordinator, Darryn Kleyn.

School Website:

You may have noticed some fresh, current up-
dates to the school website since the information eve-
ning for parents last spring. The purpose of that info
evening was to discuss how can parents, staff, students
& volunteers familiarize themselves with and make best
use of the site, and take advantage of its many capa-
bilities? This evening was well attended and we hope
to continue to see an increase of parents turning to the
website for the information they need. A special thanks
to John Doornbos who’s capably managing and updating
some of the site’s features including announcements,
E-alert subscriptions, upcoming events, headlines and
fundraising events. Wonderful to see that the material is
fresh & current, and the rotating pictures convey energy
& enthusiasm.

Home Economics Course:

The new Home Economics course is now up &
running and available for some highschool students. In
short, it covers 3 main areas (baking, cooking, sewing &
stitchery) over 3 semesters. A previously-vacant upstairs
storage room has been converted to a very functional
sewing instruction room. Thanks to the individuals who
have stepped forward to get this course off the ground!

Senior Projects:
All members of the EdComm thoroughly en-

joyed the Senior Project Presentations this past spring.
Our senior students capably prepared & presented
their projects and also fielded questions & comments
afterwards from committee members. The range of
topics covered was wide: everything from a barn res-
toration project to volunteer work at a food bank to
Christian journalism to a Nissan sportscar repaint was
covered, among many other topics. We look forward to
next year’s presentations, and wish the seniors every-
thing they need for this time-consuming assignment.
May all your time & effort be for the glory of our God
who generously gives us the necessary passion & skills
to undertake these projects.

On-line Elective Courses:

A very workable alternative has come up to
the on-line elective course offerings from the Ferndale
School District (which ended up being less than ideal).
Offered by the Olympia School District, an online pho-
tography course has four of our students currently en-
rolled in it.

A 5-Year Plan For Cornerstone’s School & Society:

Motivated by Leo Kampen’s recent presen-
tations to the school board, Principal Bouwman has
made it his goal to produce a 5-year-plan that address-
es broad topics such as the vision of Reformed educa-
tion and curriculum development along with specific
topics with measurable goals & thresholds, relating to
curriculum development (courses & programs offered),
staffing & volunteers, IT issues, finances, etc. We look
forward to having input along with the Board in the
drafting of this important document as it takes shape
over the next few months.

School Visits:

Throughout last year, members of the EdComm
were able to make classroom visits with members of
the School Board, to observe the interaction between
students and teachers across various grades. It’s a great
way to get a feel for what goes on during the course
of a typical day at Cornerstone, whether it’s a senior
Algebra class, second grade language arts, or taking in
a game of intense parking lot roller-hockey at lunch-
time! We are thankful that we could observe that real
learning is taking place in our classrooms and that our
students are engaged & growing. We look forward to
another round of interactive classroom visits this com-
ing season and to reporting on them.

We continue to be reminded of how much we
have to be thankful for, and that God continues to pro-
vide for our kids, the students, the staff & volunteers
and the society of Cornerstone Christian School.



Otto Bouwman:

Change. We've heard about it often in life, and
we’ve heard the term more often than we cared to in
connection with political realities in our country during
the past two years. Again this past week the mantra of
change was often repeated.

God’s Word teaches us that change will be con-
stant in our lives here on earth: the grass will wither,
the flowers will fade. Seasons will come and go. Loved
ones will enter our lives, bringing great joy. Loved ones
will also be taken away from our lives, bringing a differ-
ent set of emotions. Experience in life convinces us of
the realities of these Biblical truths. In our day and age,
we also observe that political parties rise and later fall.
Individual’s careers will look tremendously promising
to many; some time later people’s assessments change
and the prospects look gloomy for him or her. A family
can be a smoothly-functioning unit, providing nourish-
ment and joy to all its members; at other times one indi-
vidual can sap vast amounts of energy and vitality from
the other members of the family. A nation or region’s
economic outlook can be tremendously encouraging for
a while, only later to be reevaluated and appear dismal.

In the midst of all these changes here on earth,
God’s Word also teaches us that our Creator and Provid-
er does not change. He is immutable (unchanging), al-
ways faithful. He is perfect; the concept of God changing
would be a violation of his perfection. Regardless of how
we are buffeted in the storm of life here on this earth,
we can find tremendous joy, comfort, and reassurance
in the doctrine of God’s unchangeability. The fact that
everything in life here on earth changes strongly sug-
gests that it would be unwise and inappropriate — and
indeed sinful — for us to place too much confidence in
anything we find here in this life.

Teaching this view of God and reality is a won-
derful privilege in a Christian school. We all — teachers
and students alike — have to deal in various ways with
the brokenness of life. It comes in many forms, as any
student of literature quickly observes. The nice thing
about observing brokenness in literature is that its ugli-
ness is not likely to have the same personal and emo-
tional impact on us as brokenness in reality will have.
When we experience real brokenness in this life, we can
either lean towards despair or we can learn to increas-
ingly focus and depend on our unchanging God. Though
our sinful human nature doesn’t want us to increasingly
depend on our Maker, that is what we need to do. Bro-
kenness in its many forms is bearable only in the convic-
tion that God is really in control and is giving to his chil-
dren what is good for us. It’s my prayer and hope that

all who experience the pain of brokenness in our com-
munity — in whatever form it takes in their lives — may
draw rich comfort in the unchanging faithfulness of a
covenant God. Let’s also take whatever opportunities
we have to reach out to each other in times of need
and offer a genuine hand of fellowship and encourage-
ment.

School and Homes

Thankfully, the ninth year of operation of our
school has gotten off to a smooth start. By now stu-
dents and parents are getting a fairly clear picture how
well students are doing during this school year. I'm
privileged to hear about or personally witness student
progress from all grades in the school. Just this morn-
ing, the first graders visited me in my office and read a
story to me about a conversation between a fox and a
rabbit. What a great way to see student progress! Ele-
mentary teachers share with me reading scores of their
students. Other teachers report to me about particular
challenges that some of their students might be facing.
Of course, high school students make their progress
evident to me themselves as well.

Not surprisingly, we have a range of strengths
that become evident in the school. Some students
struggle significantly, so that we teachers have drawn
up Individualized Education Plans, a written document
that outlines student strengths and challenges and a
plan that the teacher(s) and parents agree on to ad-
dress the particular learning needs. A generation ago,
too often, struggling students were simply held back
a grade or two (or more) during their schooling days.
Today, far fewer students are retained in a grade than
previously. While we can be thankful for that, reten-
tion can still at times be the best way to address stu-
dent difficulties in early grades. Obviously, retention is
not a decision that would be made quickly or lightly.
It’s a course of action taken only after other options
have been seriously attempted. Working with strug-
gling students really makes clear how the school and
home need to work very closely together. Our school’s
handbook states that “a parental school means, among
other things, that parents can be relied upon to provide
considerable assistance at home.” Parents, continue to
show an interest in your youngster’s school work, es-
pecially if the teachers are alerting you to the reality
that your child needs to work a bit harder than most
students in order to keep up with the rest of the class
or the grade requirements. | am so thankful that usu-
ally the communication goes quite well, but let’s not
too quickly be content with the status quo; let’s keep
pursuing excellence also in the realm of communica-
tion about student progress and daily homework ex-
pectations.



Speaking of communication, our school’s web-
site continues to be accessible with up-to-date informa-
tion. Are we seeing an increase in the number of parents
and students taking a look at their grades on line? Regu-
larly you'll also find other information there, including
our publications and many homework assignments. As
we make our way from year to year, be aware that as a
society we are moving increasingly away from paper and
more and more towards digitized information. It seems
to me there is something inevitable about becoming in-
creasingly dependent upon communication tools such as
Schoolwires in the coming years. Consequently, as staff
we are using it more and more, and expect to see that
trend continue in the coming years. Come on board, and
embrace change with us! Thank you heartily, Mr. Doorn-
bos, for your leadership and encouragement here.

Parental School

A few paragraphs above, the phrase “a paren-
tal school” was used. Is Cornerstone a parental school?
How is that evident? What does that mean? The phrase
“parental school” is a loaded one with numerous impli-
cations; it can also be a term that causes a bit of confu-
sion. First of all, the term suggests that there is a very
close link between the home and the school. The school
is, in some ways, an extension of the home. Parental in-
volvement in the educational program of the children is
not only desired, it is also required. Parents at Corner-
stone have many opportunities to volunteer on a regu-
lar basis, and even in the classroom. Thank you, heartily,
for doing such a commendable job in this area, Lynden
community. Never think your volunteering is not appre-
ciated or not necessary. Your school would not be the
same without your active involvement.

Another aspect of a parental school is the com-
munication pattern between home and school. That
needs to happen in both directions. As school, we have
an obligation to communicate to the home; as home,
you have a responsibility to provide information about
your children so that, together with the teaching staff,
the best educational decisions for your child can be
made. Generally speaking, | see many good things hap-
pening in this area as well. Most parents do quite a good
job of informing the school of realities that we ought to
know about. (One area that could be better is advising
the school of an absence of your child from school; if the
absence is scheduled, please let us know in advance. If it
is unscheduled — as in, sick — please leave a message on
the phone at the beginning of the day.)

The term “parental school” also has implica-
tions for governance. It suggests that parents will play a
leading role in the governance of the school. Indeed, our
board is made up of parents of Cornerstone students. Of
course, those positions could be held by non-parents,

but it is good that the majority of the positions are
filled by parents. However, when fulfilling their respon-
sibilities as committee or board members, they are not
functioning in the first place as parents; they are there
playing a role of service to the entire school commu-
nity.

There are also clear limits to the concept of a
parental school. A “parental school” does not mean
that individual parents can demand that school policy
or classroom practice be shaped around (their percep-
tion of) the needs of their particular child. Parents del-
egate some of their authority to the board whom they
elect. The board hires a principal and teaching staff to
execute its approved policies. Individual parents might
not love each decision or practice, but need to recog-
nize that individual parents do not govern the school.
Parents delegate their authority to the board, which is
the governing body. So if you have a concern, please
use discretion about how you will address that; wisdom
can be evident in submitting to the best judgment of an
elected board.

In Closing

| have not written about parent/teacher confer-
ences, reading month, student sports events, student
elections, school assemblies, Reformation Day, great li-
brarians, a wonderful secretary, computer updates, Un-
derstanding-By-Design, school cleaning, neat hallways,
Veterans Day, a home economics course, report cards,
and many other aspects of Cornerstone life as we ex-
perience it regularly. Not writing is not the same as not
appreciating. I'm genuinely thankful for the many as-
pects of school life that are so profoundly wholesome;
keep them up.

This is the last issue in which H. Faber writes his
Chairman’s report. | genuinely appreciated the leader-
ship he gave at the board level; many times | stopped
him in his work as | phoned him to let him know a par-
ticular joy or challenge | had encountered. He took his
task seriously and the entire school community ben-
efited from his careful leadership. Thank you for a job
well done, brother.

May we all continue to work and pray for God’s
indispensable blessing over CCS.

Helena VanDriel:

We would like to begin by thanking the two
ladies who have served on this board for the past two
years, Bernice Vreugdenhil and Stephanie Bareman.
Your dedication and hard work has been greatly appre-
ciated by all.

At our General Meeting in September we vot-



ed in two new Board members. Hannah Buitenbos and
Lisa Pelleboer, will take up their tasks on the Board,
joining Jolene Vreugdenhil and Helena Van Driel.

Stay informed. Our Ladies Aid has been posting up-
coming events and information on our school’s website
so check us out!!

Our apple pie fundraiser was once again a
success. A profit of $1800 was made and many thanks
to all who helped out and attended this annual event.
There are still delicious apple pies available for $7 each.
Pie shells, $20 for a package of ten, and pie tops, $10
for a package of ten, are also available in the school
freezer. These are great for chicken pot pie, or any of
your favorite pie recipes. Just make your check out to
Ladies Aid, marked with what you are buying, and pass
the check on to Lisa or the cash box at school.

The Veggie packs were in high demand this
year. There are only a few left in the school freezer.
These leftovers are the deluxe variety (minus the car-
rots). This fundraiser raised a profit of $1000. Well
done ladies! Thank you to all who helped out, and es-
pecially to those who donated their own home grown
veggies. This really helped to cut down our costs this
year. We will try to remind the gardeners out there
next spring to plant for this fundraiser again!

In addition, we are thankful to report that we were
able to make a donation of $5000, from last year’s
fundraising efforts, to our Cornerstone Christian School
Board.

We encourage everyone to continue giving
your support to our school by attending these fundrais-
ers, donating your time and talents to help share in the
efforts that are being made to provide necessary items
for our school. We have been richly blessed and give
thanks to God for enabling us to serve our school com-
munity in this way.

Our upcoming fundraisers will include:

Wreath Making November 17-18. Kari Van Diest,
Sharon Veldman, Janice DeMooy, Irene Hicks, and Lisa
Pelleboer are heading up this committee.

Croquettes in early December. Jolene Vreugdenhil,
Janet Brown, Shona Doornbos and Karla Leyenhorst,
are on this committee.

Our ongoing fundraisers include:

Mrs. Vreugdenhil’s Knit Hats-These handmade hats are
still in production and are available for $10. Get yours
for this coming winter season!!

Box Tops-Please continue clipping and passing these
along to Marcia Faber. They can be found on many
General Mills cereals, as well as, Nature Valley, Gogurt,
Kleenex, Kotex, Progresso Soups etc. We need every-
one’s help, parents, grandparents, and singles too!

These raise money to buy books for our school library!

Ink Cartridges and Cell Phones-We recycle these for
cash and would love your empty ink cartridges, laser
cartridges, and old cell phones. You can pass these
along to Helena Van Driel at church, or there is a box
in the school hallway to collect your contributions.

Ellen Davis:

As a class, we discussed events that had taken place

in the Reformation because of the corruption of the
Roman Catholic Church; and then why we were thank-
ful for the Church today. Here are some of the things
students in Grades 3/4 wrote:

The Roman Catholic Church needed to be re-formed
because:

¢ it was ruled by the pope

e they forgave sins through indulgences.
e they believed relics were good luck

e they only spoke Latin

e they prayed through saints.

| am thankful to belong to a reformed church because:

¢ | need to listen to preaching in my language.

e | don’t want to pay for my own sins.

¢ | get to learn the truth of the Bible that the Roman
Catholics did not learn.

e the minister doesn’t speak Latin.

e we talk the truth.

¢ | don’t want to believe false things.

¢ | can pray to God and He will forgive my sins, and if |
believe, | will go to heaven.

e we don’t believe in false things.

e we don’t believe in luck.

¢ | belong to Jesus and | am a Christian.

e we are so much more free.



Student Work - Whatcom Homefront

Every year the 5th through 8th grade art students are asked to decorate
pillow cases for our soldiers serving overseas. Mrs. Peggy Deem, who is
from Whatcom Homefront, organizes this project every fall. This pillow
case is part of a package that is sent to each soldier in time for Christmas,
so that they too can enjoy Christmas together as fellow soldiers who are
missing being with their families at this time of year. We were given a
photo which shows one of the pillow cases made by a student here at our
school! How appropriate, just in time for Veteran’s Day!




August 25

September 6

October 7
8
11
14

November 5
8,9
11
24
25, 26
29, 30

December 16
17
20-31

January 3
27
28
31

February 1
17,18
21

March 4
11
14, 16

April 1
4-8
22

May 6
30

June 3
10
10

First Day of School
Labor Day

Inservice Day
Fall Break
Columbus Day
PSAT Test Date

High School First Quarter Reports
High School P/T Conferences
Veterans Day

Elementary Report Cards — Term 1
Thanksgiving Days

Elementary P/T Conferences

Christmas Program
Last Day of School
Christmas Break

Return to school

High School Second Quarter Reports
Prof. Dev. Day (with Canada)
High School P/T Conferences

High School P/T Conferences
Mid-Winter break
President’s Day

Fine Arts Evening
Elementary Report Cards — Term 2
Elementary P/T Conferences

High School Third Quarter Reports
Spring Break
Good Friday

Public Speaking Contest
Memorial Day
Sports Day

Eighth Grade Graduation
Last Day of School
Senior Graduation

Italicized days are days on which students are not ex-

pected at school.
Total days: 180

Board:
Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Building Liason:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Harry Faber

Marvin Vreugdenhil
Darren Leyenhorst
Marty VanDriel
Mark Hicks

Building/Maintenence Committee

Dave Hofford
Darren Leyenhorst
Marty Vreugdenhil

Education Committee

Otto Bouwman
Harry Faber
Ryan VanDriel

Finance Committee

Jan Kottelenberg
Ryan Veldman

Hannah Buitenbos
Faith VanDriel
Derek Willis

Marcia Faber (book-keeper)

Jan Hensen
Kyle Lodder

Marvin Vreugdenhil

IT Committee
Eric Brown
Mark Kruyswijk
Jack Marissen

Library Committee
Antina Chase
Melissa VanBeek

Ladies Aid Committee

Hannah Buitenbos
Helena Van Driel

Office Staff
Tracy Bosscher
Marcia Faber

Teaching Staff
Grade 1-2:

Grade 1/2 &
Language Arts 3:
Language Arts 1/2:
Grade 3-4:

Grade 3-4:

Grade 5-6:

Grade 7-8:

Grade 9-12:

Mark Hicks
Marty VanDriel

Jeff Brown
Darren Leyenhorst

Corrie Klos
Hannah Buitenbos

Lisa Pelleboer
Jolene Vreugdenhil

Hannah Buitenbos

Antina Chase (mornings)

Dana Klootwyk

Janet Faber

Ellen Davis

Stephanie Bareman (Friday)
Melissa VanBeek
Darryn Kleyn

Otto Bouwman

Wayne Chase

Jack Marissen

Amy Kirkland (Spanish)
Debbie Faber (Art)





