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~ Chairman Report ~ 

Welcome to the December issue of 
the Link! As we approach the break, 
Iôm sure everyone is looking forward 
to some time of celebration, rest, and 
refreshment. May the staff and 
students enjoy the time off.  

 

Thank you, teachers, for your efforts 
in this first half of the year. As 
parents, we value all that you do on 
our behalf each day. Not only do you 
inform and enlighten our childrenôs 
minds, but you develop personal 
relationships with them and thus lead 
them in their Christian walk of life. 
Thank you, staff, for your consistent 
attention to the details of 
administration and finance. Thank 
you to many volunteers who take 
part in teaching, building, cleaning, 
marking, and fundraising. Thanks 
also to the many committee 
members who serve on standing 
committees, or who step up to help 
out with ad-hoc committee needs. 
The CCS community is quite a large 
ñteamò, and itôs rewarding to be on a 
good team such as this one! 
Speaking of team efforts, Iôm thankful 
to report that the building project is 
progressing well. I have an update 
from the Building Expansion 
Committee that Iôd like to pass 
along, as follows: 

  

It has been a great couple of weeks. 
The subcontracted portion of the 
remodel is well under way and going 
well.  The plumbers, electricians, 
heating and air conditioning, and fire 
sprinkling trades are all well under 
way and doing a great job!  Thank 
you to the crews that came out the 
last couple Saturdays to finish up for 
the sub trades. We made good 
headway.  We are into the next 
phase and have recruited some good 
leaders to take on the volunteer 

crews for the siding.  We also have 
been working closely with the CBM 
for many other items such as 
updated security, bell and phone 
systems as well as furniture finding 
and purchasing.  Lots of appreciation 
for everyoneôs efforts in this 
communal project. It is so wonderful 
to see the community come together 
for this. Please respond to our 
recruiterôs call when it comes. 
 

With regard to my ongoing review of 
the Strategic Plan, weôve already 
looked at the first three goals 1) 
Governance and Administration; 2) 
Infrastructure and Campus 
Resources; 3) Membership and 
Community Engagement. 

 

In the last Link, I reviewed the first 
half of the items under Goal 4: 
Educational Program and Student 
Enrichment - Integrating all 
curriculum and extracurricular 
activities with a biblical worldview. 
Striving for excellence as we seek to 
fulfill our mission. 
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The school year hasnôt even hit the midway point 
yet, and three Seniors have already presented their 
Projects in front of a room full of relatives, friends, 
teachers, and the Ed Comm.  

 

Itôs these evenings that are the reward for working 
on the Education Committee. The Grade 12 Senior 
Project is a self-directed course of the studentôs own 
creation which allows foré a lot of variety! Projects 
have included engine swaps, home renovations 
(and at least one tree house), shed and other con-
struction projects, veterinarian job shadowing, mu-
sic and swimming instruction, and at least one novel 
and a comic book. And this year, so far, students 
have tackled EMT training, a school job shadow, 
and working with children under foster-care. The 
projects vary greatly, because God has made a big 
world with innumerable opportunities, but a driving 
requirement behind every project is that it must 
stretch the student. What stretches a student will be 
as unique as they are, but every time it is just a joy 
to see how students will rise to this challenge. 

 

That stretching is one of the Senior Projectôs big 
benefits ï our children have received 13 years of 
Christian education, and now they get to use the 

God-given skills theyôve 
been honing and refining, and put them to use, even 
as they still have parents and teachers to lean on 
and turn to if the going gets a little overwhelming. 
Itôs a chance to head out into the big world out there 
while still having a safety net (that may include 
some prodding too). 

 

Another benefit is that projects offer students a 
chance to test out an area of employment they 
might want to pursue after school. Whether the stu-
dents finds out that yes, they absolutely love this 
field, or it turns out they really donôt care for it, thatôs 
valuable to learn early on (before, and not after get-
ting a four-year degree in that field).  

 

The end result is an experience that is always im-
pactful, and for maybe as many as half the stu-
dents, might even be life-changing, giving them the 
experience and confidence to know they can do this 
thing! 

 

So, as you can guess, the Ed Comm is looking for-
ward to seeing more Senior Project presentations in 
the new year. And if you get a chance to come see 
one, it is not to be missed!  
 

 

~ From the Ed Comm ~ 

Here is the second half of that 17-item list under 
Goal 4: 
9. The library is used by students, staff and parents 
to its full potential. 
 

10. A comprehensive Athletic Code gives guidance 
to players and coaches. 
 

11. Meaningful service and leadership opportunities 
are available to students both in and outside of 
school. 
 

12. Interaction with Canadian Reformed sister 
schools provides opportunities for relationship build-
ing and mutual edification with others in the com-
munion of saints beyond CCS. 
 

13. Assemblies are purposeful, participatory events 
that build on the schoolôs mission. 
 

14. An organized, aligned curriculum with an inte-
grated Biblical worldview is taught and documented 
in all grade levels. 
 

15. Multi-disciplinary units or school-wide themes 
are taught to promote an understanding of the inter-
connectedness of knowledge in Godôs world. 
 

16. The school culture reinforces that each student 
is valued as a unique individual that belongs to a 
community of learners and a supporting covenantal 
community. 

17. Feedback is sought after each school year for 
parent/student ideas on improvement. 
 

Again, a brief look at this list indicates that we have 
been steadily working towards these goals. To men-
tion a few highlights: #9 - All students continue to 
have access to the library, and staff are encouraged 
to work closely with the librarians. Parents are being 
kept informed of library materials by means of a new 
monthly newsletter. #12 - We had a setback with 
COVID, but we are experiencing more interactions 
with our sister schools in BC now and we hope to 
continue growing in that area. #16 - Our Ed Support 
department is busy working with many students 
across grade levels, and we continue to refine our 
ability to meet the needs of students at many lev-
els.  
We are seeing the need for CCS to become more 
mature in our policies and processes, and the stra-
tegic plan has been helpful in giving some structure 
to this. The board values your support, and we en-
courage you to contact us 
with any concerns you may 
have. May the Lord God 
continue to bless our work. 
~ Steve Hofford 
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~ From the IT Committee ~ 

~ From the Treasurer ~ 

Greetings from the IT committee.  
Outgoing board liaison Dave Hofford's term with our 
committee has come to an end. We thank Dave for 
his efforts during his time on our committee, espe-
cially in developing a clear path forward for some 
strategic improvements. Lance Visser has been ap-
pointed as our new board liaison. Welcome, Lance! 
Reece Lodder has meanwhile agreed to replace 
outgoing committee member Ian Davis. Thanks for 
your efforts Ian, and welcome to Reece! 
 

On the whole, the IT at CCS is running smoothly 
after the typical busyness of the first weeks of 
school. The committee's efforts are currently fo-
cused on the IT specifics for the expansion project. 
Early next year we intend to take a more deliberate 
look at evaluating how we as a committee can best 
meet Cornerstone's current and future IT needs. 
 

For the IT committee, Dustin Wielenga 

I am just getting my hands into my new task as 
treasurer, but it has been easy to jump into - due to 
the excellent work of our bookkeeper and former 
treasurer! 

 

We are almost 5 months into the school/fiscal year, 
and, thankfully things are on track for income and 
expenses are within reasonable variances. 

 

There is not much else from a financial perspective 
to report on. We are right in the middle of the school 
year, and have previously covered 23/24 actual per-
formance. Also, itôs not yet time to think about spring 

budgetðthat will probably be covered in my next 
Link write-up. 
 
The only other thing I want to leave with you is to 
please remember any pledges you have committed 
to for the building expansion project. If you canôt re-
member what the time frame or details of the com-
mitment are, please check in with me or Karla 
Leyenhorst and we can clarify. 

 

~ Ian Davis  
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~ From the Ladies Aid ~ 

In a recent contest organized by the VFW, students 
in 6-12 were invited to participate by writing an es-
say with a given theme.  The students in 7/8 were 
asked by their teacher to use this as a regular, but 
authentic writing assignment.  As a result of their 
efforts, Cornerstone had a clean sweep of 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd, keeping in mind that many schools partici-
pated.  
Congratulations to Lukas F. for taking first in the lo-
cal contest, and also District, and will be moving on 
to the State level.  Emma D and Cassie D took 2nd 
and 3rd place to round out the sweep. Very well 
done, everyone! 

 

Hereôs the beginning paragraphs of Lukasô Patriotôs 
Pen essay he wrote for the VFW essay contest. 

 

ñI pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States 

of America, and to the republic for which it stands, 
one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.ò Each week, as we stand united, hats 
in hand, a hushed silence blankets the crowd. Hun-
dreds of voices blend into a powerful song, echoing 
like a thunderstorm through the air. The cold air 
swirls around the flag, while our hands rest over our 
hearts. As the words ring in my ears, I am filled with 
thankfulness for being an American. 

 

As the sound floods over me, Iôm reminded of how 
our nation has been blessed by God - the very foun-
dation upon which our republic was built. The foun-
dation of our constitution is slowly eroding from our 
foundation. My generation should fight so this wonôt 
happen. I look forward to a future for my children in 
a country that stands united and committed to our 
constitution. 

Our Fall fundraisers - Apple Pies and the Pumpkin 
Patch have both wrapped up for the year. The Apple 
Pies generated $13,087 in profit and the Pumpkin 
Patch $2,328! A big thank you to both of these or-
ganizing committees and the MANY hands that 
helped!  
 

The 2025 Coupon Books are available at the CCS 
front desk and the Green Barn. The books are $15 
each and each book profits the school $5. We are 

also restocked on the DeLaval dish brushes! They 
are at the front desk and are $12 each.  
Wishing you all a great Christmas! 
 

On behalf of the Ladies Aid, 
Jessica Chase  

~ Student Achievement ~ 

~  From the CBM ~ 

Hello everyone! 
The CBM crew is hoping you all have your boots 
out and slickers on, this rain seems to be sticking 
around! 
 

We want to start out by thanking Terry VanDiest for 
his 3 years of service on the CBM committee. It is 
always so nice to have people willing to step up and 
help out. We are also very thankful for John 
Vreugdenhil for filling the void left by Terry. We look 
forward to squeezing out as much as we can from 
John. 
 

We want to thank everyone who is consistently 
coming out to help with the new addition. It is all 
very much appreciated. We have been working 
closely with the building committee to figure out a 
lot of the logistics of the work that is being done, but 
also how best to utilize the tradesmen as they come 
in and do their work, hoping to get them to make 
repairs on the original side of things as well. We 

hope to get things taken care of like drywall, wall 
paper, ceiling issues, leaks and things of that na-
ture. 
 

We are looking for furniture for the new addition. If 
anyone has any leads on desks or tables or chairs, 
please feel free to reach out. 
 

We are figuring out what direction we will go in 
terms of fixtures and for the bathrooms for the addi-
tion but also replacing items in the current school. 
We are also replacing the water heater, after 20 
years of use it is time to retire the current one. 
 

We are working with our friends at Inspire to see if 
they would like to utilize the school another year 
despite the construction. We are not sure yet if they 
will or not. 
 

We all hope that God gives you a beautiful Christ-
mas and blesses you all in the coming year! 
For the CBM, Josh Burger 



~ From the Principal ~ 

р 

Straying from the usual principal report format in the 
LINK, Iôve included a bit of an update in poem 
form.  Our family still writes SinterKlaas poems, so I 
was in the groove.  Enjoy! 

 

Twas the week before Christmas and all through the 
school 

The teachers kept students from breaking the rule 

The work of the students hung in the hall with care 

As celebration of learning we want to share 

 

The students are hard at work in their seats 

While days of vacation sounds awfully sweet. 

We have love shown to us through cards and gifts 

These measures of kindness gives our hearts a lift 

 

Out from the back there is often a clatter 

But with builders out there, we know whatôs the mat-
ter 

The students do gaze out the window at times 

ñAttention up frontò, the instructor chimes. 

 

Construction work goes on each day 

Distracting us? Yes, it may 

But we see the gift it is 

To have more room will be bliss 

 

The sun has peaked out the clouds this week 

But black ice has made the parking lot sleek 

No snow yet to dazzle our wondering eyes, 

But when it does come, thereôll be cheers of sur-
prise. 

 

The bell is rather soft with muted chime 

It needs to be fixedï but not at this time. 

But now after recess late they came 

The teacher whistled, and shouted, and called them 
by name; 

 

ñNow, Jacob! Now, Tory!, Now, Bryson and Macy! 

On, Heidi! On Aaron! On Lukas and Cassie! 

Back to your seat! Get back to it now! 

Thereôs math to do.  Weôll show you how! 
 

So work they did. They did a lot 

Learning all the teacher taught 

PE skills, and art things, too 

We hope you saw it when you came through 

 

Parents came to our conferences to chat 

Fabulous turnout!  Thanks for that! 

Itôs so good to chat with parents all 

We asked you to come. You answered the call. 

 

And Reading month is done again 

Pancake breakfast as the highlight reigns. 

The costumes were outstanding, yes 

It is so very hard to choose the best. 
 
 
 

Looking ahead to January 31st 

In Science projects we will be immersed 

It starts at 7pm that night 

Please come and join us for this sight. 

 

We thank our community for all you do 

Thanks to all! Thanks to you! 

And now a break from regular things. That sounds 
right! 

Blessed Christmas to all, and I hope you liked this 
poem I write. 

 

One last comment in prose form.  
While the weather has been quite cooperative to get 
us to the Christmas break, there is always potential 
for snowdays in the new year  In case of such an 
event, a gradelink email will be sent to your inbox, a 
message with be posted on CCS Ladies Aid Face-
book page, and a message will be relayed to KGMI 
radio station (they also post the list of closures on 
their website @MyBellinghamNOW.com.   



Worshipping - Drew 

According to the Scriptures - Corbin 
Listen - Lilly 
Kind - Bridget 
 

Adore Him - Jacob 
     Singing - Branton 

 

Chosen - Corbin 
Helping others - Avery 
I love others - Lilly 
Love - Reagan 
Died on the cross for our sins - Jesus! - Myles 
Respectful - Piper 
Everlasting life from Him - Jacob 
Nice to others - Jack 
 

Oh God our help in Ages Past - Whole class 
Friends are a gift from God - Zander 
 

Loving - Lilly 
I love God - Myles 
God loves us - Jude 
Have respect for Mom & Dad - Myles 
Talk kindly - Avery 

~ From the 1st Grade Classroom ~ 



Why is  

Jesus the  

best gift? 

~ From the 2nd Grade Classroom ~ 

VÀÿÙĚ ʵˊʵʻ  
8ıÙĖĴ çĆĆÓ çíæġ ÀĀÓ ÙıÙĖĴ ēÙĖæÙÎġ çíæġ íĚ æĖĆÿ ÀÌĆıÙˋ ÎĆÿíĀç ÓĆĲĀ æĖĆÿ ġëÙ
EÀġëÙĖ Ćæ úíçëġĚˋ Ĳíġë ĲëĆÿ ġëÙĖÙ íĚ ĀĆ ıÀĖíÀġíĆĀ ĆĖ ĚëÀÓĆĲ ÓĥÙ ġĆ ÎëÀĀçÙː 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A17&version=ESV


ʶ -ĆĖíĀġëíÀĀĚˊ VÙĚĥĚ -ëĖíĚġ íĚ ġëÙ ÿĆĚġ ēĖÙÎíĆĥĚˋ ıÀúĥÀÌúÙ çíæġ çíıÙĀ ÌĴ GĆÓː 

Why is  

Jesus the  

best gift? 

Why is  
Jesus the 
best gift? 


