
How are elements of design used in art work? 

TOPIC: 
 
Key Learning: 
 
 
                     
                                                     Unit Essential Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CONCEPT:  Line 
Contrast, Pattern, Unity, Movement, 
Proportion/Scale, Balance, Emphasis 

CONCEPT:  Shape 
Contrast, Pattern, Unity, Movement, 
Proportion/Scale, Balance, Emphasis 
 

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 How are lines useful in art 

making? 
 How do lines show movement? 
 Which kinds of lines create a 

feeling of: calm, movement; 
excitement? 

 How so artists use lines: 
Vertical, Horizontal, Diagonal, 
Zigzag, and Curved? 

 How do you use line to create a 
contour/gesture drawing?  

 How can you use line 
techniques to create values? 

 How do lines make a pattern? 
  

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 How can you use 

geometric/organic shapes in art? 
 How many shapes are repeated in 

your design? 
 What free form shapes do you use? 
 How would you explain what a 

free from shape is? 
 What kinds of things/ objects are 

free form shapes? 
 How do you combine basic simple 

geometric shapes to form complex 
geometric shapes? 

 What kinds of shapes were used to 
create people? 

 

Vocabulary: 
Vertical, horizontal, diagonal, zig zag, 
curved, contour 
regular, random patterns 

Vocabulary: 
Geometric, organic 

Additional Info: Additional Info: 

Students identify and use a variety of lines, geometric and free form shapes in art. 

Intermediate 3-4-5 
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CONCEPT:  Color 
Contrast, Pattern, Unity, Movement, 
Proportion/Scale, Balance, Emphasis 
 

CONCEPT:  Value 
Contrast, Pattern, Unity, Movement, 
Proportion/Scale, Balance, Emphasis 
 

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 What are the primary colors? 
 What are the secondary colors? 
 How do you create a secondary 

color? 
 How do you create a intermediate 

color? 
 What are the neutral colors? 
 What are complimentary colors? 
 What is an example of an 

analogous color scheme? 
 How have you shown contrast 

within your art work? 
 Why would you want variety in 

an artwork? 
  

 

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 What is Value? 
 How do you create a tint/shade? 
 What is a monochromatic color 

scheme? 
 Where are the lightest/darkest 

values in your artwork? 
 How is emphasis expressed on 

your art piece? 
 How is unity and harmony 

created in a composition? 
 Why is focal point/emphasis 

important in an artwork? 
  

 

Vocabulary: 
Neutral, primary, secondary, 
intermediate, complimentary 

Vocabulary: 
Tint, Shade, Value, focal point 

Additional Info: Additional Info: 

Students use color and value to create an artwork with unified mood. 

Intermediate 3-4-5 
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CONCEPT:  Space 
Contrast, Pattern, Unity, Movement, 
Proportion/Scale, Balance, Emphasis 
 

CONCEPT:  Texture 
Contrast, Pattern, Unity, Movement, 
Proportion/Scale, Balance, Emphasis 
 

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 How do you show foreground, 

middle ground and background 
in a landscape? 

 What happens to an object, as it 
gets further away? 

 How do you know what object 
in the artwork is closest to you? 

 Why is proportion necessary? 
  
 

 

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 Compare and contrast real and 

visual textures in your world. 
 Why do artists use texture in 

their artwork? 
 How can you create a visual 

texture? 
 How can you create texture in 

real forms? 
 
 

Vocabulary: 
Positive space, Negative space, 
perspective 

Vocabulary: 
Actual/real 
visual 

Additional Info: Additional Info: 

Students use space, proportion and texture in artwork. 

Intermediate 3-4-5 
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CONCEPT:  CONCEPT:   
 

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Essential Questions: 
 
 
 

Vocabulary: 
Composition, symmetrical balance, 
asymmetrical balance, formal/informal 
balance, visual weight, focal point, radial 
balance 

Vocabulary: 
harmony, contrast, variety, unity 

Additional Info: Additional Info: 

 

Intermediate 3-4-5 
 


