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Dear Cornerstone Families and Friends,

As we progress through the 2023-24 school year, while our sights are set on the future, we pause to reflect on the 
past. This year marks Cornerstone Christian Academy’s 35th year of fulfilling our mission to educate the students 
of Southwest Philadelphia in an environment that provides the highest standards for academic achievement and 
spiritual development. We observe this milestone with a mixture of gratitude, pride, and hope for the future.

Our gratitude is extended to every individual, church, foundation, corporation, and organization who has helped 
us become the amazing school we are today. We give thanks to God for our community partners who welcome 
and support us as a part of the Southwest Philadelphia community; and for our faculty and staff, present and past, 
who have faithfully given years of dedicated and inspiring service to our students; and for our families, past and 
present, who made the decision to entrust Cornerstone with the gift of their children, giving us the privilege to 
prepare them academically and spiritually for their future; and to our students who fill our halls and classrooms 
with energy, joy and hope; and to our faithful donors and volunteers who for 35 years have generously offered 
prayers, service, and financial gifts that are the bedrock of our success.

The pride we feel is hopefully evident in the pages of this Annual Report. As you read this report and see the names and faces of all the constituent 
groups mentioned above, know that we share these names and stories with a humble sense of pride for all we have accomplished, together. Of course, 
no accomplishment is greater than the academic and spiritual impact Cornerstone has made on thousands of children’s’ lives since 1988. That is an 
accomplishment we have done together. That through the years we have raised the call for support of our mission, and so many have answered— 
and faithfully continue to do so still today—is what we celebrate in this anniversary year.

It is with all this in mind that we have launched our 35th Anniversary theme: Together, The Future is in Our Hands. We say this because it is only 
through our combined efforts and the continued support from our families and many partners that Cornerstone’s mission will thrive and advance into 
the future. It’s not only the school’s future however that our theme addresses. We also recognize that the future is in the hands of our students whose 
hearts, minds, and spirits we are shaping. Cornerstone’s educational program affirms our belief that God has a plan for each of our students, so we strive 
to inspire them to discover their sense of purpose and to become the best versions of themselves to not only succeed in high school but also to make a 
positive impact in the world around them.

Together, we have made Cornerstone Christian Academy a beacon of hope for students and families in Southwest Philadelphia, and together we will 
continue to make this school’s bright light of hope shine for the glory of God for many years to come. Thank you for your support of our mission yesterday 
and today. We pray you will continue to bless our students, whose future is in our hands, with your continued support.

Gratefully,

Richard Ollinger 
Interim President and CEO 
rollinger@cornerstonephiladelphia.com

P.S. Please be aware that this annual report represents contributions made to Cornerstone 
between July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023. Once again, thank you for your generous support.

Inside this Issue: We thank 
our community for 35 years 
of fulfilling our mission of 
educating our students.
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Annual Report 2023

Operating Revenue
$3,414,533

85.5% Annual Giving
$2,919,518

23% Unrestricted
$680,749

66% Scholarship
$1,938,769

55% Programs 
and Activities
$1,772,432

11.5% Tuition and Fees
$394,892

11% Capital
$330,000

33% Administration 
and Operations
$1,043,794

3% Other
$100,143

12% Maintenance 
and Management
$391,735

Operating Expenses
$3,207,961

Donor Contributions
$2,949,518
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Academics Update
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Grade Level Starting Point

100%
Incoming Kindergarten 
students at Cornerstone 
attend Summer Academy  
prior to the first day of 
school—to help prepare 
academically and socially.

Growth Trends

Kindergarten 
Preparedness

+11.5
+13

+17.5

+18.5

+20

+24.5

+9

+11

+6.5 +7

+4 +3.5 +4+4.5

+7
+5.5

3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th

Cornerstone uses both MAP and PSSA testing—
administered throughout each school year starting 
in the Fall and continuing through the Spring— 
to measure academic growth in Language Arts, 
Reading, and Math.

Cornerstone’s Summer Academy programming for 
all incoming Kindergarten students prepares them 
for their first experience of in-classroom learning. 
Kindergarten growth has reflected this preparation.

       Grade-Level Norms Projected Growth

       Observed Growth

       Grade-Level Norms Projected Growth

       Observed Growth

Language Arts (Language Use) Growth by Grade 
Fall 2022 - Spring 2023

Math Growth 
Fall 2022 - Spring 2023

Reading Growth 
Fall 2022 - Spring 2023

21.6% 14.5%

28.4% 21.4%
50% 64.1%

Low ( < 21%) Low ( < 21%)

LA (21-40%) LA (21-40%)

At or Above Mean At or Above Mean

K-8 Math
Fall 2022

K-8 Reading
Fall 2022
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STAKEHOLDERS ($25,000+)

Donald Born

David and Caroline* Dalrymple

James* and Barbara Dolente

James Dolente, Jr.

Stephen Dolente

Gregory* and Melissa Esterhai

Kenneth* and Andréa Frazier

Walter French

Wayne* and Lynn Geisser

Richard and Christine Oliver

Daniel and Susana Rohrer

James and Barbara Summers

Timothy Zaro

PACESETTERS ($10,000+)
Anonymous

Gary and Susan DiLella

Helen Ford

Travis and Julianne Martin

J. Louis and Linda McCraw

Nancy Ann Moffitt

Andrew and Jennifer Smith

Suzan Willcox

PARTNERS ($2,500+)
Stephen and Kathy Bajus

Michael and Mary Ballinger

Robert and Barbara Beck

Gregory and Anita* Bell

Andrew and Loryn Benedict

Edward and Luanne Bohn

Ronald* and Sonja Bond

Terry Lynn Clopper-Chaves

Johnson and Sarah Chen

Richard Scott and Giancarla Chieffo

Clyde and Carol Diehl

Peter and Susan Dwyer

Warren and Janet Eberlein

Warren English*

Thomas and Laura Evans, Jr.

Evan and Chris Frey

Paula and Randall Frey

Janice Frohner

Thomas and Valerie Foley

James and Jennifer Galasso

Richard Gwathmey, Jr.

Thomas and Nancy Higgins

Howard Holden

David* and Kimberly Ishmael

Tom and Gail Infield

Mark and Darlene Keller

Linda Kurtz

Lauren and James Maloney

Tyler and Lindsay McCraw

Stephen and Denise Mitnick

Christopher and Judy Mileto

Geraldene Morey

Thomas and Janet O’Reilly

Barbara Reed

The Honorable Rosalyn Robinson

William* and Beth Simon

John Somerville

William Suplee, IV and Mary Suplee

Andrew Street

James* and Joyce Sweet

Douglas and Jeanne Swope

James and Susan Tiede

Michael and Elizabeth Walton

Paul and Nathalie Wilson

FRIENDS ($1,000+)
James and Janet Averill

Don and Nancy Ball

John Ball and Roger Ball POA

Gerald Baron

Whit and Julie Beverly

Kevin Blackney* and Barbara Kraus-Blackney

Edward Bohn, IV

James Ireland Cash

John and Elizabeth Castleman

Sanat Chattopadhyay

Rebecca Clayton

John Crosby, Jr. and Courtney Crosby

Russell and Marossa Davis

John Doyle

Casey* and Barbara Dunn

Kermit and Earline Eck

John and Carol Esterhai

Ronald and Elizabeth Evans

Nada Farr

Richard and Julayne Kaye Frost

Andrew and Kathy Gaddes

Christopher and Bonnie Gleeson

Charles and Karen Golden

Peter and Carol Haldy

Dennis and Norma Horner

Lois Hulet

Robert and Barbara Jara

Greta and Kelvin Jones

LeRoy and Kimberly Jones*

Julie Kyle

Sharon Lachette

Theodore and Kristin Laws

Kathryn Limmer

John and Kristy Luke

Walter and Catherine Malinowski

Richard and Nancy Ollinger

Peter and Jennifer Paradiso

Wesley Proctor*

William Rapp

Robert and Carol Robinson

Ron Rothrock

James and Delores Rush

Vincent and Myra Lynn Rutland*

Charles and Janette Scott

John and Anne Sly

Michael and Sally Snedden

Carl and Linda Teets

Jeffrey and Lisa Thomas

Jeffrey and Nancy Vecere

Robert and Thelma Warder

Craig and Sally Waterstraat

Stephen and Teri Weed

CONTRIBUTORS (Up to $999)
Diane Anderson

Jean Andrews

Tara Stoppa and Eli Andrus

Alice Antonelli

Joseph Apicella

Thomas, Jr. and Cynthia Atkins

Calvin and Anastasia Austin

Pamela Baldwin**

Paul and Ginny Baird

Our 2022-2023 Donors

Alexis and Martha Barron

Jaret and Shari Barron

Beth Batdorf and John Bresland

Jane Beatty

Sylvia Bigelow

Christopher Binder

Andrew and Kaitlyn Born

Jay and Susan Brodish

Ethel Brown

Robert Blyskal and Susan Mehdizadeh-Blyskal

Ashleigh Bynum**

Edward and Diane Caso

John and Gay Channell

Joan Childs

Graham and Kristin Christensen

Gerald and Mary Clampet*

Sandra Clements

Narda Cooper**

Roxann Covington

Fronefield Crawford

Jennifer Cummings

Nancy Davis

Anna Louise Detweiler

M. Luther and Sandra Detweiler

Shaun Diaz

Gail Dovalovsky

Douglas and Yvonne Enck

Ruth Ann Erb

Sally Fehrs

Bertha Field

Mark and Lauren Fine

William Floyd

Carol Fox

John and Grace Frazier

Robert and Diane Freer

William French, Jr.

David Ford

Robert and Cynthia Gagnon

Joseph and Bernice Gallagher

Scott and Rebecca Gamble

Harry and Joyce Garber

Gayle Gaskin**

Linda Barron Geisler

Jeffrey Geller

William and Judith Geoghegan

William and Deborah Gillespie

Glenn S. and Patricia Gorman

Richard and Barbara Goss

Donna Gosse**

Stephen and Sherrie Gould

Natasha Grant**

John Bell and Gertrude Hackney

Susan Hardin

Cynthia Henry

Paul and Michelle Hirschboeck

Mark Hollingsworth

Vija Hosp

Rosanne and Richard Houseman

James and Doris Hoxie

Pamela Jensen

Vernette** and William Johnson

Stuart Kaplan

Arne and Lisa Kauffman

Susan Kephart

Benjamin and Heather Kibler

Harold and Judith Killinger

Patricia Kline

Cynthia and Thomas Knotts

Richard and Constance Layman

Susan Day Ledieu

Jordan Lee**

Allyn and Barbara Lehman

William Keefe

Charles Kinney

Ann Richards-Krill

David Leidy

Robert and Gail MacFarland

Carol Malone**

Richell** and Anthony Manigault

Mario* and Nicole Martinez

Robert and Kathleen McConnell

Anne McCrary

Margie and Kevin McGlynn

Kristin McIlhenney

Anne Brooke McInnes

Margaret McKinley

Dontae and Tranise McNeal**

Jerome McVeigh

Gail and Alex Middendorf

Monifa Nicole Moore

Thomas and Cindra Morris

Donald and Cheryl Nederostek

Susan Neunaber

Stacy Niemkiewicz* **

Robert and Tari Norum

Craig and Joyce Nowacki

Neil Jordan and Amy Patsch

Earl and Deborah Lee Pearson

Gretchen and Michael Petersen

Srinivasan and Angeline Pinninti

Candace Pratt

William and Cynthia Rafferty

Amy Redpath

Robert and Shari Rex

Willis Marcus Richardson, Jr.

Sally Ann Richter

Rhonda Roberts**

Nancy Robertson

Bernard and Shirley Robinson

Sharon Riley

Darlene Saks

Susan and Frank Sangster

J. Angelo and Megan Saucedo

Debra Day Savini

Marie Schilling

Janney Montgomery Scott

Jon and Charlotte Slaughter

Karson Slisher

Karen Smith

James and Elizabeth Spielman

Robert Starr

James and Nancy Steven

John and Marylouise Still

John Szyfer

David and Rebecca Taylor

Margaret Foster Tegethoff

Daniel and Elizabeth Van Ostenbridge

Laurie and Keith Van Wickle

Kezirah Linn Vaughters**

William and June Vollmer

Daniel Vu

Lakia Walker**

Robert and Denise Walters

Viola Whiteman

Catharine Whittaker

Lois Wiggins

Estelle Wilson**

Wilbur** and Rosa Winborne

Kenneth and Joyce Woodson

Thomas and Nancy Wynn

Paul and Bonnie Zieger

Patricia Zimmermann

*Indicates Board Member  **Indicates Faculty/Staff
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Every effort was made to include all supporters who made gifts between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. If you have a question or believe a correction needs to be made, 
please contact the Advancement Office at advancement@cornerstonephiladelphia.com.
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CHURCHES
Concord Liberty Presbyterian Church

Grace Presbyterian Church

Lenape Valley Church

Harrisonburg Mennonite Church

Narberth Presbyterian Church

Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Paoli Presbyterian Church

Wayne Presbyterian Church

CORPORATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS, 
AND ORGANIZATIONS
Amazon Smile

AmeriSource Bergen

Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI)

Ayco Charitable Foundation

BlackneyHayes Architects

Box Tops For Education

Brethren in Christ Foundation

Bridge Educational Foundation

Burch Materials & Supplies

Business Leadership Organized 
for Catholic Schools (BLOCS)

Central PA Scholarship Fund

Children First America Delaware County

Children’s Jubilee Scholarship Fund

Children’s Scholarship Fund of Philadelphia

Chubb

Fulton Bank

Martin Stone Quarries

The Merck Foundation

Office of Corporate Responsibility, 
Merck and Company, Inc.

Network for Good

Penn Gift Foundation

The Philadelphia Foundation

Philadelphia Insurance Company

The Tampa Bay Trust Company

Target Corporation

UGI Storage Company

United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley, Inc.

Vanguard Charitable Gift Fund

WSFS Bank

YourCause

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF: 
Joe Antonelli 
  Alice Antonelli

Julia Bogdan 
 Laurie and Keith Van Wickle

Andrea Crawford 
 Fronefield Crawford

Flo Freer 
 Robert and Diane Freer

Dorothy French 
 William French, Jr.

Tom Harrison, Barry Wiggins, 
and Charlie Huntington 
 Peter and Susan Dwyer

Patricia Leidy 
 David Leidy

Herb Schilling 
 Marie Schilling

Richard Warren 
 Barbara Reed

Sherman Reed 
 Jean Andrews

GIFTS IN HONOR OF: 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bell 
 Beth Batdorf and John Bresland 

The Donald Born Charitable Fund 
 Vanguard Charitable

Margaret Born 
 Beth Batdorf and John Bresland

Gerald Clampet 
 Sandi and Luther Detweiler 

Kenneth Frazier 
 Deloitte

Kenneth Frazier 
 Fordham University School of Law

The Gaddes Family Fund 
 Vanguard Charitable

Wayne Geisser 
 Lois Hulet

Wayne Geisser 
 Gretchen and Michael Petersen

Carol Haldy 
 Robert and Shari Rex

Catherine M. Malinowski 
 BNY Mellon Charitable Gift Fund

Lauren Berry Maloney 
 Narberth Presbyterian Church

GIFTS-IN-KIND
Wayne and Linn Geisser

Nancy Ann Moffitt

Nutritional Development Services, 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia

Barbara Reed

The Honorable Rosalyn Robinson

William and Beth Simon

Wayne Presbyterian Church

TEAMMATES
Gerald Baron

Robert and Barbara Beck

Ronald Bond

Donald Born

David and Caroline Dalrymple

Marossa Davis

Clyde and Carol Diehl

James and Barabara Dolente

Peter and Susan Dwyer

Warren and Janet Eberlein

Warren English

Matthew Erdely

Greg and Melissa Esterhai

Tom and Laura Evans

Hope Foy

Paula Alden Frey

Jan Frohner

James and Jennifer Galasso

Gayle Gaskin

Valerie Harrison and Faith Dele-Oni

Howard Holden

Tom and Gail Infield

David and Kimberly Ishmael

Kimberly and LeRoy Jones

Linda Kurtz

John Larkin

Christopher and Judy Mileto

Stacy Niemkiewicz

Thomas and Janet O’Reilly

Rosalyn Robinson (Hon.)

Janette Scott

William and Beth Simon

Douglas and Jeanne Swope

Lindsey Tice

Jim and Sue Tiede

Michael and Elizabeth Walton

VOLUNTEERS
Shariq Ali

Sterling Baltimore

Don Ball

Nancy Ball

Amanda Bell

Anita Bell

Greg Bell

Matthew Bell

Auriel Bing

Rick Bogle

Ed Bohn

Edward and Luanne Bohn, III

Donna Bond

Lisa Bond-Holland

Ronald Bond

Ronald Bond, Jr.

Sonja Bond

Jason Brown

Rasha Caliman

Cherie Calloo

Cindy Chen

Mary Clampet

LInda Clay

Tyler Cox

Jacob Craig

Gav Dellaria

Janet Devonald

Roger Devonald

Patti Fitzer

Jill Gallagher

Noah Gallagher

Tom Gallagher

Wayne Geisser

Gail Goodman

Sydney Groll

Maribeth Hacker

KateLee Hands

Constance Harper

Linda Hassett

Amy Hawkins

Joey Hawkins

Megan Heinrich

Machi Holland

Synii Holland

Gail Infield

Tom Infield

Darla Jacks-Robinson

Cliche James

Gage James

Barbara Jara

Michael Jarvis

Jim Johnson

Kathy Johnson

Terence Jones

Peg Keach

Scott Kershner

Nate Kiely

Aniko King

Chase King

Joel King

Lalanya King

Stephen Kocher

Mary Lavender

Aveir Lewis-Jones

Mishael Majeed

Yolanda McCotter

Darryl McFaryln

Jeanne Michael

Buzz Mossbacher

Kelly Mowery

Mark Mowery

Roe Murray

Jonibek Muhsinov

Bill Norcini

Todd Price

Janice Reigel

Maddie Ridgeway

Elan Roth

Ava Rubert

Dave Rubert

Mandy Rubert

Sawyer Rubert

Lynn Ruff

Madeline Smith

Rock Stoler

John Synder

Kendyll Ward

Brad Warfel

Page Warful

Zack Warful

John Wolff

Nancy Wynn

Tom Wynn

VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS  
Harrisonburg Mennonite Church

Lenape Valley Church 

MFUGE/Eastern University 

Paoli Presbyterian Church 

Susquehanna University

University of Pennsylvania  

Wayne Presbyterian Church 

PROGRAM PARTNERS  
Bartram’s Garden 

Francis Myers Recreation Center 

John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge 

Philadelphia Police Department 

Salt & Light  

The Common Place

Donors Continued Volunteers 2022-23

If you or your organization are interested in becoming a Cornerstone 
volunteer, or wish to stay informed of all upcoming Day of Service 
opportunities, contact Cornerstone’s Community Engagement 
Manager Gayle Gaskin at ggaskin@cornerstonephiladelphia.com.

wearecornerstone.com
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EITC/OSTC DONORS

Ace American Insurance

AmerisourceBergen

Andrew and Loryn Benedict

Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI)

Blackney Hayes Architects

Burch Materials & Supplies

Business Leadership Organized 
For Catholic Schools (BLOCS)

Richard Scott and Giancarla Chieffo

Children First America 
Delaware County

Children’s Jubilee Scholarship Fund

Gary and Susan DiLella

Stephen Dolente

Gregory and Melissa Esterhai

Thomas and Laura Evans, Jr.

Kenneth and Andréa Frazier

Fulton Bank

Wayne and Lynn Geisser

Lauren and James Maloney

Travis and Julianne Martin

J. Louis and Linda L. McCraw

Tyler and Lindsay McCraw

Merck Sharpe & Dohme, Corp.

Nancy Ann Moffitt

Richard and Christine Oliver

Penngift Foundation, Inc.

Philadelphia Insurance Company

RBC Capital Markets, LLC

Daniel and Susana Rohrer

John and Anne Sly

Andrew F. and Jennifer L. Smith

John A. Somerville

William Z. Suplee, IV 
and Mary Suplee

Douglas and Jeanne Swope

Martin Stone Quarries

UGI Storage Company

Michael and Elizabeth Walton

Waste Management

Suzan Willcox

WSFS Bank

Find out how easy it is for your tax 
liability to support our students.

If you are a resident of Pennsylvania and you expect to owe at least $500 
in state tax, giving to Cornerstone couldn’t be easier. By taking advantage 
of these programs, you can use your PA tax liability to directly support our 
students’ scholarship.

You are now eligible to participate in Pennsylvania’s 
EITC and OSTC tax programs with a state tax liability 
of only $500 or more.

There is no easier way to support 
our amazing students than by 
taking advantage of this tax credit 
opportunity, all while receiving 
a 90% credit!

And the best part is, this 
program is open to businesses 
or individuals who expect to owe 
a PA tax liability of only $500!

“Participating in this program allows our family 
to support Cornerstone above and beyond what 
we typically give because we can maintain our normal 
charitable contribution and supplement that with 
the amount we would otherwise be paying in taxes 
to the state.”

- Gregory Esterhai, Cornerstone Board of Trustees

Getting started is easy! Find out how you can support our students 
by using money that would otherwise go to state tax payments.

Email EITC-OSTC@cornerstonephiladelphia.com 
or visit wearecornerstone.com/tax to get started today.
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Recognizing Cornerstone’s “Faithful Givers”

For 35 years, Cornerstone has been unique in the independent school space in that the generosity of our donors accounts for over 80% of our operations, 
including student scholarship. We are especially grateful for those who have made our mission to educate the students of Southwest Philadelphia 
a part of their philanthropy since our inception. Below, we recognize our “Faithful Givers”, those who have given generously for 20 or more years. We are 
humbled by their consistency and thankful for their unwavering support and dedication to our students.

Pearl Andrews

Fay Bahmermann

Paul and Ginny Baird

Stephen and Kathy Bajus

Jane Beatty

Gregory and Anita Bell

Whit and Julie Beverly

Kevin Blackney and Barbara Kraus-Blackney

Edward and Luanne Bohn

Donald Born

Stephen and Kimberly Bruhns

John and Gay Channell

Joan Childs

Gerald and Mary Clampet

Terry Lynn Clopper-Chaves

Fronefield Crawford

John Crosby, Jr. and Courtney Crosby

Nancy Davis

Anna Louise Detweiler

Clyde and Carol Diehl

Gail Dovalovsky

Peter and Susan Dwyer

Doug and Yvonne Enck

Ruth Ann Erb

Ronald and Elizabeth Evans

Bertha Field

Helen Ford

Carol Fox

John and Grace Frazier

Kenneth and Andréa Frazier

Walter French

Evan and Chris Frey

Janice Frohner

Richard and Julayne Kaye Frost

Robert and Cynthia Gagnon

Joseph and Bernice Gallagher

Harry and Joyce Garber

Christopher and Bonnie Gleeson

Richard and Barbara Goss

Stephen and Sherrie Gould

Peter and Sara Grim

Anita and Herbert Hamilton

Allan and Marilyn Hancock

Earl and Penny Hawke

Sumiko Henna

Paul and Michelle Hirschboeck

Donald and Lois Hoffman

Mark Hollingsworth

Dennis and Norma Horner

Henry and Sally Hudson

Joann Huntington

Tom and Gail Infield

David and Kimberly Ishmael

Pamela Jensen

Buck and Janet Jones

Neil Jordan and Amy Patsch

Stuart Kaplan

Arne and Lisa Kauffman

Susan Kephart

Benjamin and Heather Kibler

Harold and Judith Killinger

Cynthia and Thomas Knotts

Louis and Sandra Kraft

Edward and Janice Kuhlmann

Linda Kurtz

Julie Kyle

H. Scott and Martha Laird

Richard and Constance Layman

Deborah and Martin Lee

David Leidy

Arthur and Lois Lewis

Joyce Lewis

Clifford Lord

Travis and Julianne Martin

Robert and Kathleen McConnell

Pauline Menger

Stephen and Denise Mitnick

Nancy Ann Moffitt

Geraldene Morey

Thomas and Cindra Morris

James and Claire Moyer

Rosemary Oliver

Richard and Nancy Ollinger

Thomas and Janet O’Reilly

William and Cynthia Rafferty

Barbara Reed

Ann Richards-Krill

Sally Ann Richter

Bernard and Shirley Robinson

James and Phyllis Rohn

Daniel and Susana Rohrer

Ron Rothrock

James and Dee Rush

Marie Schilling

Stephen and Karen Schlichter

William and Beth Simon

Jon and Charlotte Slaughter

Karson Slisher

Michael and Sally Snedden

Robert Starr

Andrew Street

James and Nancy Steven

James and Barbara Summers

David Sweet

James and Joyce Sweet

John Szyfer

David and Rebecca Taylor 

Jeffrey and Lisa Thomas

Daniel and Elizabeth Van Ostenbridge

Jeffrey and Nancy Vecere

Herb and Jean Voigts

Robert and Thelma Warder

Craig and Sally Waterstraat

Stephen and Teri Weed

Catharine Whittaker

Lois Whittom

Judith Williams

Timothy Zaro

Patricia Zimmermann

Did You Know? 

87%
Of our scholarship donations in 
2022-23 was provided through 
these PA tax programs.

The EITC and OSTC tax credit 
programs are a vital source 
of scholarship support for 
Cornerstone students.
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Cornerstone Christian 
Academy Orchestra 
warms up for a season 
of strings

After many years of partnership, this year Cornerstone is proud to 
welcome stringed instrument instructors Dr. Joseph Kauffman and Elena 
Kauffman as full-time Cornerstone staff. Cornerstone students from 1st 
through 8th grade have the opportunity to receive weekly one-on-one 
string lessons as part of a new musical offering for the school.

Each week, students receive individual instruction from Dr. Joe or Elena 
(“Nellie” to her students) for 25 minutes. School administration works 
with the musicians and their teachers to accommodate lesson time into 
their daily academic schedules—an approach that ensures maximum 
impact for each student.

“What we’re able to do here is great,” shares Dr. Joe, outlining why 
Cornerstone’s offering is unique. “It’s a different setup than most 
schools because we’re giving students something similar to private 
lessons. In most schools, there are often 8-10 students or more per 
class—but private instruction is the best way to learn an instrument.”

Learning is at the core of the Kauffman’s approach. “With things like 
reading or math, you use certain parts of the brain,” Dr. Joe explains. 
“When you’re playing music you’re engaging all the parts of your brain. 
It goes so far beyond just learning to play music, its an exercise that 
works your entire mind, body, and emotional center.”

“What I’ve been enjoying at Cornerstone is how the culture is already in 
line with our approach. [Principal Richell Manigault and the Cornerstone 
faculty] are focused on teaching the whole child. That means it’s more 
than just what grade you get on a test. We tailor our instruction and 
assessment to our students’ individual learning styles, so I think the 
string program is a natural fit for this school.”

Individual instruction is not the only aspect of the Cornerstone String 
Program. For live performances throughout the school year, roughly 
twenty students will join the Advanced Orchestra. This collective meets 
weekly after school, rehearsing as a group and preparing for upcoming 
performances, including Cornerstone’s upcoming annual Christmas 
Program. The Kauffman’s will also be leading a beginner orchestra group 
for younger students, that will focus on the basics of playing together as 
a collective.

“An art form like music has to be passed down from generation to 
generation, you can’t really learn it in a textbook,” says Joe, highlighting 
the importance of practicing together and receiving instruction in 
person. “The skills and techniques we’re using go back hundreds 
of years—it’s similar to how the bible was passed down orally for 
generations.”

Our goal is to inspire our students to 
unlock their musical voice. They can 
learn to love music from seeing how 
passionate we are about it. 

Still, in an academic setting there is a way to track progress and guide these 
young musicians’ learning. “Cornerstone Orchestra is on Google Classroom, so 
that we can communicate with parents,” explains Nellie. “Students are given 
assignments each week, and our program is based off of the American String 
Teachers Association (ASTA) which provides a grading rubric for assessing 
students’ performance.

“Our primary goal is to inspire our students to unlock the musical voice 
thats inside of them,” says Dr. Joe. “That means not just teaching the technical 
skills, but also teaching them to love music. And we know they can learn that 
love that from seeing how passionate [we] are about it.”

That passion stems from early in life for the Kauffmans. Both Dr. Joe and Nellie 
come from musical families, and are active, performing musicians playing 
regularly in the Philadelphia region, and in Dr. Joe’s case, globally. “I was inspired 
by my high school orchestra teacher,” shares Nellie, “I don’t’ know if I would 
have gone to college to study music if not for [him].”

“There are so many studies done about not only success in school, but later in 
life,” says Dr. Joe. “We want to be able to give that to our students, because its 
been so helpful in our lives.”

Dr. Joe Kauffman is an adjunct professor at Temple teaching violin. He performs 
with The Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, The Philadelphia Ballet, The 
Philadelphia Opera, Princeton Symphony, Reading Symphony, and Ocean City 
Pops. Elena “Nellie” Kauffman received her degree in cello performance from 
Temple University, and performs and tours nationally with the Filament Trio.

wearecornerstone.com

After-school practice for 
the Cornerstone Christian 
Academy Orchestra.
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Ways to give 
to Cornerstone
Your generous financial contributions 
are essential to our continued growth. 
See below for all ways to support 
Cornerstone, including online at 
wearecornerstone.com/donate.

CHECKS AND ONLINE GIFTS

The most direct way to give:

Cornerstone Christian Academy, 
P.O. Box 5520 
Philadelphia, PA 19143.

You can also give online via credit card 
or electronic fund transfers (EFT). 

RECURRING GIFTS

When making an online gift, you also 
have the option to set up a recurring gift 
on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis.

TAX CREDITS

Through the PA-EITC and PA-OSTC 
programs, individuals and businesses 
can direct your state taxes to support 
scholarships at Cornerstone. 

GIFTS OF STOCK & SECURITIES

Contact your broker to make a gift of stock 
or securities to Cornerstone.

PLANNED GIFTS

Bequests, charitable gift annuities, cash 
and other planned gifts can be directed to 
Cornerstone. The benefits of a planned gift 
can include sizable income and estate tax 
deductions, favorable capital gains tax, 
income and a lasting impact at Cornerstone.

GIVE THROUGH YOUR IRA

As a qualified charity under the IRS, 
Cornerstone is eligible for an individual 
to donate up to a maximum of $100,000 
of your required minimum distribution from 
your IRA without paying income tax.

EMPLOYEE GIVING PROGRAMS

If your employer matches charitable 
contributions, you can increase your impact 
by directing their match to Cornerstone.
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Together, the future is in our hands: 
Celebrating 35 years of fulfilling our mission

Annual Report 2023

35th Anniversary Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteers join with staff and 
families to make an impact during 
Cornerstone’s Days of Service 

Some of the proudest days on our Cornerstone events calendar are always our tri-annual 
Days of Service. On three Saturdays in the Fall, Winter, and Spring, Cornerstone’s campus 
comes alive with the spirit of service as volunteers join faculty, staff, students, and families 
to perform maintenance, construction, and administrative tasks.

Community Engagement Manager Gayle Gaskin oversees groups of volunteers, including 
groups from church partners like Wayne Presbyterian, Paoli Presbyterian, and Lenape Valley 
Church, as they join together for fellowship and service tasks.

If you or your group are interested in attending one of our upcoming Days of Service in 
2024, you can email Gayle at ggaskin@cornerstonephiladelphia.com to join one of the 
dates listed below.

2024 Cornerstone Days of Service:

MLK Day of Service 
Saturday, January 13, 2024

Spring Day of Service 
Saturday, April 20, 2024

This year, we are inviting all of our constituent groups to join us in celebrating 
35 years of Cornerstone’s mission to educate the students of Southwest 
Philadelphia. We are bringing together students, alumni, faculty, staff, 
community members, and donors to join us in Celebrating Together.

Our year-long celebration will culminate in a 35th Anniversary event, 
recognizing our history of success while keeping an eye on the future of our 
school community.

Join our celebration by making 
a gift of support for our goal to 
raise $350,000 by June, 2024.

Visit wearecornerstone.com/donate 
to pledge your support, and keep us going 
for another 35 years and beyond!

wearecornerstone.com
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Our Mission

The mission of Cornerstone Christian Academy 
is to educate children, including those from 
underserved families, in an environment that 
provides the highest standards for academic 
achievement and spiritual development.

Our Vision

It is our vision to be a model urban Christian 
school where students are grounded in faith, 
shaped with Christ- like character, and equipped 
with knowledge and skills to excel in high school, 
college, and throughout life.
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We’re excited to celebrate 35 
years of fulfilling our mission.


