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Introductions

Hi! I’m Ms. Lopez. You 
can contact me at:

er.lopez@birminghamcharter.com

Hi! I’m Ms. Quinonez. You 
can contact me at:

w.quinonez@birminghamcharter.com

Hi! I’m Ms. Zook. You 
can contact me at:

a.zook@birminghamcharter.com

College Counselor
(Last names M-Z)

College Counselor
(Last names A-L)

Career 
Counselor

mailto:er.lopez@birminghamcharter.com
mailto:w.quinonez@birminghamcharter.com
mailto:a.zook@birminghamcharter.com


COMPLETE ALL 
REQUIRED 
COURSES/CREDITS

PROOF OF POST 
SECONDARY PLAN

COMPLETE 
FINANCIAL AID 
APPLICATION

GRAD 
REQUIREMENTS



A life path full of opportunities to achieve one's goals =

what you do for a living and includes your education, 

training, professional memberships, volunteering, and your 

entire history of paid work.

https://www.workforcear.com/educational-training-opportunities
https://www.workforcear.com/educational-training-opportunities


School Counselor

Completed 2 years and transferred 

with an AA degree in Transfer 

Studies

Completed a MS in Counseling

MY CAREER PATH

*Your career path doesn’t just 
begin once you graduate

Completed a BS in Psychology

• RESTAURANT WORKER

• GROCERY STORE WORKER

• EDITOR'S ASSISTANT

• OFFICE ASSISTANT

• CHILD CARE WORKER

• RESEARCH ASSISTANT

• SUBSTITUTE TEACHER

• SAT TUTOR

High School Diploma



CAREER EXPLORATION TOOLS

• ASVAB Test

• Scoir: Career Match Assessment

• CA Careerzone: Work Importance, 

Skills & Interest Profilers

WHAT ARE YOU GOOD 
AT/INTERESTED IN? WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT TO YOU?

TRY THINGS OUT
• Volunteer/Work

• Join a CTE Pathway or Club

• Job Shadow/Intern

• Take a Community College class

• Engage with Guest Speakers

• What subjects at school do 

you like or are easier for you? 

• Hobbies, interests, talents

• What are your values?

EXPLORING 
CAREERS: WHERE DO 
YOU BEGIN?



CAREER EXPLORATION TOOLS

• ASVAB Test

• Scoir: Career Match Assessment

• CA Careerzone: Work Importance, 

Skills & Interest Profilers

WHAT ARE YOU GOOD 
AT/INTERESTED IN? WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT TO YOU?

TRY THINGS OUT
• Volunteer/Work

• Join a CTE Pathway or Club

• Job Shadow/Intern

• Take a Community College class

• Engage with Guest Speakers

• What subjects at school do 

you like or are easier for you? 

• Hobbies, interests, talents

• What are your values?

CTE Pathways
● Prepare students for high 

skill, high wage, and high 
demand jobs

● Soft skills focus
● College credit
● Special field trips, events, 

industry hours & recognition



• US BUREAU OF LABOR & STATISTICS 
HTTPS://WWW.BLS.GOV/

• CA CAREERZONE
HTTPS://WWW.CACAREERZONE.ORG/

• JOB SEARCH WEBSITES: CAREERBUILDER, 
INDEED, MONSTER

WHAT EDUCATION & 
TRAINING IS NEEDED 
FOR MY CAREER?

https://www.bls.gov
https://www.cacareerzone.org


Partnerships:

● Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of LA 
(Mentorship)

● Unite-LA: Mock 
Interviews, 
Internships, Career 
Exploration Programs

● Med Reach (UCLA)
● Valley Pres Hospital



• US BUREAU OF LABOR & STATISTICS 
HTTPS://WWW.BLS.GOV/

• CA CAREERZONE
HTTPS://WWW.CACAREERZONE.ORG/

• JOB SEARCH WEBSITES: CAREERBUILDER, 
INDEED, MONSTER

WHAT EDUCATION & 
TRAINING IS NEEDED 
FOR MY CAREER?

https://www.bls.gov
https://www.cacareerzone.org


REGISTERED NURSE
BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN NURSING

ASSOCIATE'S  DEGREE IN NURSING

DIPLOMA FROM NURSING PROGRAM

ALL RN'S MUST BE 
LICENSED IN 
THEIR STATE











Fall 2025 TBD

ASVAB TEST



WHERE DO YOU RECEIVE 

TRAINING & EDUCATION?

Community 
College

Occupational 
Center

Career College Apprenticeship



WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN THESE?

Community 
College

Occupational 
Center

Career 
College

Apprenticeship

• Free/low-cost

• Accepts financial Aid

• Public school

• Earn a certificate or 

AA/AS degree, learn 

skills to pass 

certification tests

• Free/low-cost

• Doesn't accept financial 

Aid

• Public school

• Does not give you college 

units

• Learn skills to pass 

certification tests, begin 

apprenticeship, work

• Very expensive

• Some accept financial aid

• Private (many for-profit) 

school

• May not be accredited

• Earn certificate, degree, or 

skills to pass certification 

tests

• Free & you get paid

• Combines paid work &  

classroom instruction

• Does not give you 

college units

• Get raises & job offers 

with more experience





Find out which community college in LA 

offers your program:

https://lacareerpathwayspartnership.co
m/cte-matrix/

LA CC PATHWAYS

https://lacareerpathwayspartnership.com/cte-matrix/
https://lacareerpathwayspartnership.com/cte-matrix/
https://lacareerpathwayspartnership.com/cte-matrix/
https://lacareerpathwayspartnership.com/cte-matrix/


https://www.wvoc.net/apps/pages/CTE

https://www.wvoc.net/apps/pages/CTE


https://www.nvoc.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=

380305&type=d&pREC_ID=862194

https://www.nvoc.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=380305&type=d&pREC_ID=862194
https://www.nvoc.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=380305&type=d&pREC_ID=862194






APPRENTICESHIPS

• Sheet metal

• Tile Layer/Finisher

• Boilermaker

• Bricklayer

• Electrical

• Plumbers & Pipe Fitters

• Roofer

• Carpenter

• Air Conditioning/Refrigeration

• Construction Trades

https://apprenticeship.cabuildingtrades.org/apprenticeship/apprenticeship-program-directory/

https://apprenticeship.cabuildingtrades.org/apprenticeship/apprenticeship-program-directory/
https://apprenticeship.cabuildingtrades.org/apprenticeship/apprenticeship-program-directory/
https://apprenticeship.cabuildingtrades.org/apprenticeship/apprenticeship-program-directory/
https://apprenticeship.cabuildingtrades.org/apprenticeship/apprenticeship-program-directory/
https://apprenticeship.cabuildingtrades.org/apprenticeship/apprenticeship-program-directory/


HS Diploma

Associate Degree
2 years

2 year College or
Private College

Certificate
~ 1 year

2 year college or
Vocational School

Bachelor’s 
Degree
4 years

4 year college/university

Master’s Degree
2 years

Doctoral Degree
2 - 3 years

University University

The degree/certificate 
you need depends on 

your career choice.
Degrees to Know:



Colleges/Universities in California
All colleges in California are separated into the 4 Systems of Higher Education:

Private 
Colleges & 
Universities



California Community Colleges

Type of Institution:  
● 2 year college
● Public college 

Degrees or Programs Offered:
❑ Vocational Certificates
❑ Associate Degrees (A.A./A.S.)
❑ Transfer to a 4-year university
❑ Concurrent/Dual Enrollment

# of Community Colleges:  
● 116

Application Website:
cccapply.org

Application Deadline:

No deadline. 
Applications open in 

late Fall

Admission Notices:
Automatically admitted.



California State University

Type of Institution:  
● 4 year university
● Public university 

Degrees Offered:
❑ Bachelor’s Degrees
❑ Graduate Degrees/Credentials:

• Master’s Degrees
• Teaching Credentials
• Doctorate Degrees (in 

partnership with the UCs)

# of Cal State Universities:  
● 23

REQUIREMENTS:

● Minimum of 2.5 GPA

○ Students with a 2.0-

2.49 may apply but 

other factors will be 

considered.

● On track to completing 

A-G requirements

Application Website:
calstate.edu/apply

Application Deadline:

Oct. 1-Dec. 2

Admission Notices:

December -March



University of California

Type of Institution:  
● 4 year university
● Public university 

Degrees Offered:
❑ Bachelor’s Degrees
❑ Graduate Degrees/Credentials:

• Master’s Degrees
• Doctorate Degrees
• Professional Degrees (Med 

School, Law School, etc.)

# of UC:  
● 10 in total, but only 9 are 

open to undergraduates

REQUIREMENTS:
● Minimum of 3.0 GPA

● On track to completing 

A-G

● RECOMMENDED:

Involvement in 

activities (in school 

and outside of school) 

Application Deadline:

Opens August 1st
Submit between 

Oct. 1-Dec 2

Admission Notices 

March-April

Application Website:
universityofcalifornia.edu/apply



How are the CSU different from the UC?

PRACTICE-based learning
CSU UC

RESEARCH-based learning

Example: Let’s say you are 
majoring in “Baking a Cake”

At a CSU you will learn 

HOW to use the recipe to 

make the cake.

Example: Let’s say you are 
majoring in “Baking a Cake”

UC students learn about 

WHY the recipe works to 

make the cake. May even 

research ways to improve 

the recipe.



Private Colleges/Universities 

Type of Institution:  
● 4 year 

university/
colleges

● 2 year colleges 

Degrees Offered:
❑ Associate Degrees
❑ Bachelor’s Degrees
❑ Graduate Degrees/Credentials:

• Master’s Degrees
• Doctorate Degrees
• Professional Degrees (Med 

School, Law School, etc.)

# of Private 
Colleges/Universities:  
● Over 80 in 

California
● 1,660 in the nation

There are different types of 

private colleges:

● Historically Black 

Colleges & Universities 

(HBCU)

● Liberal Arts

● Art Colleges

● Ivy Leagues

● All Women/All Men 

Colleges

● Religious Affiliated

● Research Institutions

In and Outside of California

Application Deadline:

Opens August 1st
Deadlines Vary
Admission Notices 

March-AprilApply using the Common App: commonapp.org



Out-of-State Public Colleges/Universities 

Type of Institution:  
● 4 year 

university/colleges
● 2 year colleges 
● PUBLIC

Degrees Offered
DEPENDS - may offer:
❑ Associate Degrees
❑ Bachelor’s Degrees
❑ Graduate Degrees/Credentials

Out–of-State colleges/ 

universities charge OUT-OF-

STATE TUITION FEES:

● Fees can be 3 x more 

than normal tuition cost.

● Avoid fees by applying to 

Western Undergraduate 

Exchange (WUE)

colleges

You can use the Common App 

for out-of-state public 

colleges too!

www.wiche.edu

# of Out-of-State:  
● 1,480



TEST SCORES

• TEST FREE: UC, CSU, and Community 
Colleges
○ Some private and out-of-state public 

colleges are also Test Free. Most are 
Test Optional.

• List of colleges that require the SAT or ACT

• Most colleges will accept the SAT OR ACT

• Most will Superscore: Take your highest 
score from each section across multiple 
exams.

• They will compare your test scores with your 
overall academic performance.

https://www.sparkadmissions.com/blog/colleges-requiring-standardized-test-scores/
https://www.sparkadmissions.com/blog/colleges-requiring-standardized-test-scores/


How to Become a Competitive Applicant

Maintain a GPA above a 3.0 to have more college 
options. Students have until the end of 11th grade 
Summer to improve their GPA.

Get involved! Leadership, Initiative, Drive, and 
Responsibility (L.I.D.R) are IMPORTANT for college 
AND scholarships.

Challenge yourself academically! Don’t be afraid 
to take Pre-AP (Honors), AP, and College 
Courses.



FINANCIAL aid
Money for College



HS Requirement

Financial Aid application is required by the state of California to receive a high school 
diploma. DURING Senior Year

○ Students may qualify for an exemption, please email your college counselor.

Therefore, you need to understand:
● What is financial aid
● How does it work
● How do you apply

If you don’t go to college or a trade/vocational school, you won’t receive the financial aid. 
HOWEVER, you may decide to attend college in the future so it’s good for you to 
know about financial aid.



ESTIMATED Cost of Attendance

Institution Tuition Cost of Attendance

Community College

(CC) 
$1,636

$46 per unit

$8,000

Living with parents

California State 

University (CSU)

$5,742 $21,716-$30,065

University of 

California

(UC)

$12,570 $35,300

Independent/Private

(USC)
$59,260 $79,063

Cost of Attendance (COA) includes:
❏ Tuition and Fees (fixed)
❏ Room and Board (flex)
❏ Books and Supplies (flex)
❏ Transportation (flex)
❏ Personal Expenses (flex)
❏ Health Care (flex)

THIS IS THE COST 
BEFORE FINANCIAL AID



Who qualifies to receive financial aid?

1. US Citizens

1. Eligible Non-Citizens (some VISA holders, permanent residents, etc.)

1. Undocumented students or students with DACA who fulfill the AB540 
requirements
● Qualify for financial aid (money): free money from California 

government, colleges, private individuals/organizations.

● DO NOT qualify for federal government financial aid.



Undocumented 
Students/AB540Undocumented students may qualify for state money, institutional 

money, and private money if they fulfill the following requirements:

Attended a California school (elementary, middle 
school, high school, adult school, or community 
college) for 3 or more years

Will graduate from a California high school or receive 
the equivalent to a high school diploma

Will attend an accredited California college

Complete an AB540 affidavit confirming California 
residency

1

2

3

4

Laws for Undocumented Students: 
AB540, AB2000, SB68, AB131, AB130 



Where can financial aid 
money be used?

Community College OR
4-year college/university

Vocational/
Trade Schools*

* Some for-profit vocational/trade programs 
do not qualify for financial aid.



US Citizen or Legal Resident

Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)

fafsa.gov
December- April 2

CSS Profile
(Private College)

cssprofile.collegeboard.or
g

Oct 1 - varies 

Undocumented/DREAMER

CA Dream Act Application 
(CADAA)

caldreamact.org
December- April 2

CSS Profile
(Private College)

cssprofile.collegeboard.or
g

Oct 1 - varies 

STUDENTS 
APPLY TO 
FINANCIAL 
AID USING 
THE FAFSA 
OR CADAA



What happens after you apply to Financial Aid?

Students submit FAFSA or 
CADAA AND CSS Profile

(financial aid APPLICATIONS)

December - April 2

December - April 2
1. Federal Government
2. State Government
3. Colleges/Universities

April
Student receives 

Financial Aid Award 
Offer



What’s in the Financial Aid Award Offer?
The Award Offer tells you how much financial aid (money for 

college) you are being offered from the federal government, state 
government, and the college. This money is separated into 4 

categories called 4 Types of Financial Aid:

1. Scholarships = FREE money

1. Grants = FREE money

1. Work-study = EARNED money

1. Loans = BORROWED money



Scholarship Tips
★ Apply to “small amount” scholarships too! 

They tend to be less competitive + every $ 
counts!

★ Keep copies of all essays - you may be able to 
reuse them for other scholarship applications.

★ Stay organized. Use an agenda or google 
spreadsheet to keep track of deadlines

★ Apply to scholarships that require 
deliverables (i.e. essays) because they tend to 
eliminate the competition.

★ APPLY APPLY APPLY! It’s a numbers game 
and it gets easier the more you apply.

★ There are scholarships for EVERYONE. 
Many scholarships will award money based 
on:
○ GPA/academic performance
○ Talents/abilities 
○ Academic/career interests
○ Involvement in activities & 

community service
○ Personal traits/backgrounds.

★ BEWARE OF SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS! As 
a general rule if you are asked to pay for a 
scholarship or access to scholarship 
money, then it’s a scam. Scam signs:
○ Guaranteed winnings
○ 1-900 numbers
○ Ask for credit/debit card or check



Where do you find scholarships?
★ bit.ly/scholarbcchs
★ Bold.org
★ Scholarships.com
★ Cappex.com
★ Niche.com
★ Unigo.com Follow us on IG!

@bcchs.college

Scholarships by grade level:

★ bit.ly/scholar9
★ bit.ly/scholar10
★ bit.ly/scholar11



How is the financial aid GPA calculated?

9th Summer 10th Summer
11th Summer 12th

Financial Aid GPA
● Grades receive between summer after 9th grade and 

summer after 11th grade 
● Grades received in ALL classes count (EXCEPT P.E.)
● It’s an UNWEIGHTED GPA. No extra points for Honors, AP, or 

community college classes.
● On Aeries it would be the Academic 10th-12th GPA 

unweighted



Key Points
★ Costs on college websites are NOT what students 

actually pay out-of-pocket.

★ Students can begin applying to scholarships NOW 
(regardless of grade level)

★ The GPA matters not just for admissions to college 
but for merit-based financial aid.

★ FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS!



Last Names A- L
Ms. Quiñonez: College Counselor

w.quinonez@birminghamcharter.com

Set up a meeting: http://calendly.com/wq1

Contact us!

Last Names M- Z
Ms. Lopez: College Counselor

er.lopez@birminghamcharter.com

Set up a meeting: http://calendly.com/er-lopez

Follow us on 
IG!
@bcchs.college

WE WILL SHARE THE 
SLIDES PARENT SQUARE.



Thank you!
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