IB Visual Art Diploma Program
Comparative Study Summer Assignment

(This is for all IB art students who are starting 1B in 24-25 school year, not IB HL
students who started 23-24 school year)

Over the summer you are to start your research for your Comparative Study. The
comparative study is an analysis and comparison of different artwork by different artists.
This independent critical and contextual investigation explores artworks, objects and
artifacts from differing cultural contexts.

You will create the slides during 1st semester when we return to school. The
summer work is the research and analysis of the work using the provided grid.
Bellow is the information about the slides count for your future information.
Students will:

*Examine and compare the work of at least 3 different artworks by at least 2 different
artists, or 3 different artists, —

o At least one art piece should be contemporary (meaning current or close
to current work)

*Students select artworks, objects and artifacts for comparison from different cultural
contexts that may have been produced across any of the art-making forms, and that
hold individual resonance for the student and have relevance to their own art-making
practice. This is particularly important for HL students.

*Students use research and inquiry skills to investigate and interpret the selected
pieces, applying aspects of critical theory and methodologies to the works examined
and presenting their findings as a personal and critically reflective analysis, using both
visual and written forms of notation.

*Students MUST support their interpretation with references to sound and reliable
sources. (this is extremely important or it could be considered plagiarism and
violate academic honesty)

o Students are required to submit the list of sources used and in-text
referencing is required throughout the comparative study.

« MLA format will be used. The following website can be used to help you
with MLA formatting.

*Tasks; For each selected piece of art students must:

o Carry out research from a range of different sources (that they must be
able to reference)

« Analyse the cultural contexts in which the selected pieces were created

« Identify the formal qualities of the selected pieces (using art vocabulary,
analysis of color, line, shape, composition and so forth)

e Interpret the function and purpose of the selected pieces

o Evaluate the material, conceptual and cultural significance of the selected
pieces to the cultural contexts within which they were created.

o Compare the selected pieces, identifying links in cultural context, formal
qualities, function, purpose, material, conceptual and cultural significance.
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Present a list of sources used during the study.

Using the Comparative Study Grid that is provided, begin to find your 3
pieces of artwork and start your research. These pieces of art should be
intriguing to you and inspire you in some form or another. Have personal
interest in the works you choose, do not just choose what is easy or often
seen. Remember they MUST be from different cultures and different time
periods!!
Each section of the grid should be completed with a thorough amount of
research and investigation.
This is a working document and will be worked on more in 1st semester,
however, the more you have completed over summer the better and the
less stress it will be in November.
Review the examples of comparative studies to help with what research is
needed. DO NOT start making slides however. These are found in this
google drive folder as well.
Start your in-text citations NOW. Whenever you put down a fact or
paraphrase information within the grid, make sure to cite it right away in
MLA format. Utilize the Purdue OWL to help you with MLA formatting.
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research _and_citation/mla_style/mla_formattin
g_and_style guide/mla_formatting_and_style guide.html

o If you fail to do this it will be very difficult to find your citations later

and could result in plagiarism, leading to academic dishonesty and
having severe consequences.

Keep a running works cited in MLA format every time you use a source for
information. Also, keep the citations for all websites that you get your
images of the artwork from.This will be due with your CS grid
Create a Google Doc that has all 3 pieces of art on it with the correct
citations underneath them. This will be turned in with your grid in the first
week of School in August.

o Citation for Artwork:

Artist: Example: Leonardo da Vinci

Title: Example: Mona Lisa

Date Created: Example: 1503-17

Medium: Example: Oil on poplar panel

Size (in cm): Example: 77 x 53 cm

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mona_Lisa

Before Beginning the Research:

Before you start your research read “Analyzing Artwork (Art Criticism)- 1B Art)”.


https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
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Analyzing Artwork
(Art Criticism) - IB Art

A Step-by-Step Guide

Follow these steps; answer all the questions and you can’t go wrong!

1: Description (It answers the question, "What do you see?")

Pure description of the object without value judgments (Elements of Art)
List what you can see in this artwork.

« Objects, figures, colors, shapes, objects, background, etc.
« Imagine you are describing it to a blind person. Do this in as much detail
as possible and use art terms.

2: Analyze (It answers the question, "How did the artist do it?")

Determining what the features suggest and deciding why the artist used
such features to convey specific ideas.

Composition (organization of shapes)

« What types of shapes are used in this artwork (i.e. rounded, curved,
straight-edged or geometric shapes)?

« Is there a mixture of different types of shapes or are all the shapes
similar?

« Are some parts of the composition full of shapes and some parts empty,
or are the shapes spread evenly across the artwork?

« Are some shapes repeated or echoed in other parts of the artwork?

« Does the whole composition look full of energy and movement, or does
it look still and peaceful? How did the artist create this
movement/stillness?

« What is the center of interest in the composition?

« How does the artist draw your attention to it?
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Use the elements/principles to reflect upon the art form

Determination of subject matter through naming iconographic elements,
e.g., historical event, allegory, mythology, etc.

Selection of most distinctive features or characteristics whether line,
shape, color, texture, etc.

Analysis of the principles of design or composition, e.g., stable,
repetitious, rhythmic, unified, symmetrical, harmonious, geometric,
varied, chaotic, horizontal or vertically oriented, etc.

Discussion of how elements or structural system contribute to
appearance of image or function

Analysis of use of light and role of color, e.g., contrasty, shadowy,
illogical, warm, cool, symbolic, etc.

Treatment of space and landscape, both real and illusionary (including
use of perspective), e.g., compact, deep, shallow, naturalistic, random
Portrayal of movement and how it is achieved

Effect of particular medium(s) used

Your perceptions of balance, proportion and scale (relationships of each
part of the composition to the whole and to each other part) and your
emotional

Reaction to object or monument

3: Interpretation (It answers the question, "What is the artist trying to say?
What is going on in the picture")

What do you think the artist is trying to say in this artwork? What does it
mean?

What is the main theme or idea behind this piece?

If you were inside this artwork, what would you be feeling/ thinking?
Does the artwork have a narrative (tell a story)? Is it a religious artwork?
Is it abstract? Is it realistic? Why?

How would you explain this artwork to someone else?

Evidence: What evidence inside or outside the artwork supports your
interpretation?

4: Evaluation (What do | think about this artwork? How do | feel about whether
the artist was successful in conveying an idea? )
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Based upon what you have observed already, give your opinion of the
artwork. You MUST give reason.

Use aesthetic theories to help evaluate

Is it a good artwork?

Criteria: What criteria do | think are most appropriate for judging the
artwork?

Evidence: What evidence inside or outside the artwork relates to each
criterion?

Judgment: Based on the criteria and evidence, what is my judgment
about the quality of the artwork?

“Franz Marc has created an effective expressive painting, because the
hot colors and lively brush marks he has used add to the overall feeling
of energy and excitement his is trying to create.”

“The overall mood of this drawing would be improved if Kathe Kollowitz
had used strong, dramatic shadows, instead of pale tones. Dark tones
would develop the feeling of fear and loneliness in this image.”

Example:
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This artwork contains a sad little girl that is bleeding from the nose and
holding a teddy bear, all while she is standing in a landscape of rubble. There
are five people in the background that are looking directly at the little girl; two
men are photographing her, a woman with a clip board and headphones has
her arm extended that prevents two men wearing red crosses from interfering
with the sad event that is occurring.

The artist used jagged lines to create the disorder and destruction
surrounding the little girl. The little girl is placed slightly off-center in the
foreground for the viewer in order to place greater emphasis on her, while
placing the observers in the background. The most noticeable use of the
elements of art is the use of only one color, red. The artist used an intense red
to draw the viewer’s attention to the blood on the girl's face and on the Red
Cross men that want to help the child. The placement of the people in the
artwork and the use of red place great emphasis on the child being depicted
because it makes the viewer’s eyes refer back to the little girl.
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The destruction surrounding the child, blood on her face, and her facial
expression tells us that it is a sad and uncomfortable environment. The scene
is also disturbing because the adults are not helping the innocent and crying
child. Instead, they are taking advantage of her situation and documenting it
for their own benefit. The artist utilizes this scene to make his audience aware
of the great lengths that the news media is willing to go to in order to obtain a
“touching” story.

This artwork is very powerful and thought provoking because the artist
provides a different perspective for his audience about the news media. He
confronts the viewer with a dramatic scene of helplessness in order to get his
social message across. Therefore, this artwork successfully achieves and
meets the criteria for the aesthetic theory of instrumentalism.
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COPY OF GRID- Use this to help you create your own grid if you do not have access to
the google drive folder over break.

Artwork 1 | Artwork | Artwork 3

Introduction
e Title: What are you studying?
e The reason you selected this group of works
e Approach: Thematic, Conceptual or
historical, Stylistic
e How each artwork represents this reason

Context

e Background information about Creator/artist- brief
unless it applies to the Approach

e  Cultural Context in which the piece was
created(significant events or belief systems)

e Learner Profile attribute of the artist: Inquirer,
Knowledgable, Thinker, Communicator, Principled,
Open-minded, Caring, Risk Take, Balanced,
Reflective

e Artist’s influences and mentors

Description
e Title
e Artist
e Size
e Media

e Technique/Process

e Date of Artwork

e Location of Creation and Current Display
e Unique feature/s
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Formal Qualities
e Formal Analysis: Elements and Principles of Design
terms, Composition
e choose 3-4 that are in all 3 artworks
e Style, School, Movement, Period, or Category

Interpretation of Function and Purpose
e What is the function or purpose of the artwork?

e What is the Artist Message?

e |dentify visual Motifs, Symbol of Meaning?

Evaluation of Cultural Significance
e What is the significance of the materials?
e What conceptual ideas are present in the work?
e What is of cultural significance in the work?
e How has this work contributed to culture or
informed its audience?
e Was this work Successful?
e Then and Now
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Making Comparisons and Connections-

e Through the Approach you have
chosen, Formal, conceptual,
contextual, function and purpose,
material, cultural

e Connections
e Similarities
e Differences




IB Visual Art Diploma Program
Comparative Study Summer Assignment

Example of a Comparative Study (DO NOT DO THE SLIDES YET) Look at this so you
understand how to analyze and compare artworks.

Example_5.
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5 5 Frida Kahlo leaning on a What Lies Beneath
The Seasons: Summer
sculpture by Mardonio

: Magaia - This piece was created by the
- This artwork was a . 5 h )
e - 1is photog artist to form part of
commission as part of a ft . N <
: el S yngs to the artist’s titled Below the Surface
SEries ulcpl(lln; the four
private collection
seasons .
- The purpose of this painting
. - The photographer’s is to convey the message of
- The purpose was for it to . . )
| o aim is to capture his female sexuality through
rve as a decorative : 8 y
l lover in her in her symbolisms that depict th
pane

natural composure female form

Formal qualities: 7he Seasons: Summer

\_Example_5.
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Formal qualities: Frida leaning on a Sculpture by Mardonio Magana
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Example_5.
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ttps:/[ibpublishing.ibo.org/proof2/apps/va-carousel/index.html?doc=VA_Example_5_e&sample-count=18#carouselExampleControls
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attps:/fibpublishing.ibo.org/proof2/apps/va-carouselfindex.html?doc=VA_Example_5_e&sample-count=18#carouselExampleControls
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Example_5_¢
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