
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE ENGLISH: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
11

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2024
Mrs. Bjorson

Pueblo West High School English Department

Hello!

Congratulations on your decision to take IB English. Right now, you may feel a little
overwhelmed and are probably wondering what you have gotten yourself into. I want you to
know it is okay to feel that way. I promise that if you stick it out, you will be so glad that you did.
IB English dives deep into texts and explores how they connect not only to ourselves but the
world. During the first year, we focus on both non-literary and literary texts. This next year we
will read:

● I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
● 1984 by George Orwell
● Diary of a Murderer by Young-Ha Kim
● A World’s Wife by Carol Ann Duffy
● A study of Ad Council Campaigns
● A study of political cartoons by Patrick Chappatte

To prepare for your upcoming year, I ask that you complete the attached readings and
assignment. We will use the information in these chapters for the entire year, so it is important
that you complete the task to the best of your ability.

Attached is the reading I would like you to complete over the summer. Read the Preface and
Chapter 1: Pickup Lines and Open(ings) Seductions or Why Novels Have First Pages from How
to Read Novels Like a Professor by Thomas C Foster (2008). Please have this assignment
complete on the first day of class. There will be a digital drop box or you may print it off and do
by hand, whichever you prefer.

If you have ‌questions over the summer, please email me and I will get back to you as soon as I
can. I am looking forward to meeting all of you. Have a wonderful summer!

Sincerely:

Mrs. Deidre Bjorson
PWHS English Department
dbjorson@district70.org

mailto:dbjorson@district70.org


Complete the following: You may do it on the computer or by hand, whichever you prefer.

1) Summarize the preface. What was the biggest takeaway? Explain your reasoning. Write
in complete sentences.

Foster claims we will learn 18 things from the first page of every novel that you read. I have
provided you with the first page of two novels. Read them and fill in the chart below, using
Chapter 1 for reference.

The Day my World Changed One

Style:

Tone:

Mood:

Diction:

Point of View:

Narrative
Presence:

Narrative
Attitude:

Time Frame:

Time
Management:

Place:

Motif:

Theme:

Irony:

Rhythm:



Pace:

Expectations:

Character:

Instructions on
how to read
the novel:






























