
WELCOME TO 
BCCHS   

EMBRACING BEGINNINGS



INTRODUCTION TO
YOUR FACILITATORS

JERI HOLDEN/ AFRICAN AMERICAN                                              BRIANA CISNEROS/ SITE COORDINATOR    

SUB-GROUP SUPPORT                                             EDUCARE FOUNDATION

COUNSELOR                                                     

MARGIE CURTIS /AFRICAN AMERICAN                                SAMANTHA AYON/ ACE INITIATIVE              

PARENT & STUDENT                                               SITE COORDINATOR

LIAISON      



THIS ORIENTATION IS TO HELP GUIDE PARENTS OF  
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS TRANSITION TO  

HIGH SCHOOL       

BY EMPHASIZING

❖THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 

❖ INVOLVEMENT IN ACTIVITIES 

❖ FINDING SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITIES

❖PARENT INVOLVEMENT  



“EDUCATION IS THE PASSPORT TO THE 
FUTURE, FOR TOMORROW BELONGS TO 
THOSE WHO PREPARE FOR IT TODAY”

-MALCOM X



EduCare Foundation 



ACE Program & ACE Initiative

EduCare’s nationally recognized flagship youth development program, the 
ACE Program – introduced as a pilot program in 1987 – empowers 
disadvantaged, highly resilient students to achieve excellence in personal, 
social and academic pursuits. ACE effectively addresses barriers to 
learning by teaching students attitudes and behaviors that support 
success, starting with the ACE Program (three-days) for middle and high 
school students, and ACE workshops (one-day). ACE Heartbeats highly 
interactive 1 to 1.5 hour workshops.

ACE is the forerunner of many of today’s educational movements, such as 
Character Education, Social-Emotional Learning (SEL), and Trauma-
Informed Teaching. The program focuses on four essential SEL 
components:

Character Development: confidence building, positive decision making 
and constructive choices;
Personal Management: personal responsibility and accountability;
Emotional Intelligence: managing anger, fear, rejection and peer pressure; 

and
Interpersonal Skills: communication, conflict resolution, problem-solving, 
and team building.

In response to requests to deepen and sustain the impact of ACE, 
EduCare began the ACE Initiative (AI) in 2017. AI weaves Heartset® 
Education into the fabric and culture of a school, providing on-site 
staff and an integrated, year-long foundation of ACE workshops, 
events, and support activities for students, educators, and parents.

Cost-efficient and results driven, AI is designed to be 
replicated and enhanced by schools, school districts, and youth 
organizations committed to building compassionate learning 

communities.

42 Schools 
participating in ACE 
Programs annually 

16 schools
with yearlong, 

ACE Initiative Programs
2022-2023 school year



Freshmen & 
Sophomore Seminar

● Seminar Participation Monday-
Thursday

● Student and Teacher 
Collaboration

● Providing transitional youth 
skills using Social Emotional 
Learning

○ Team Building
○ Decision Making
○ Building Resiliency
○ Social and Personal 

Awareness
○ Critical Thinking
○ Trust Amongst Self & 

Others

 



BCCHS Summer School 24’



How Are We Elevating 
Students and Families?

● Participates in BCCHS events for 
outreach and visibility

● EduCare parent workshops 
centering child and parent dynamic

● Collaborates w/ BCCHS Counselors 
on College Process

● Wellbeing & Academic Tracking
● Community Partnerships



Lunchtime Events/ Field Trip Support



AFTER SCHOOL & WHAT WE OFFER!A FREE PROGRAMS 
OPEN TO ALL GRADES

● AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:   3:30PM-6:00PM 
EX: DRIVER'S ED / E-SPORTS / TUTORING / SAFE 
SPACE AFTER SCHOOL / BASKETBALL/ SOCCER / 
ROBOTICS 

● FUN ONE TIME EVENTS
EX: SENIOR SUNSET/SUNRISE … LUNCH TIME EVENTS 
.. MONTHLY EVENTS AFTER SCHOOL 

● FIELD TRIPS 
EX: THE LA ZOO… THE AQUARIUM… MUSEUMS… 
SPORT EVENTS  

● SUPPORT EVENTS ON CAMPUS 
EX: DECISION DAY … CLUB TRIPS… POWDER PUFF 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 
● FILL OUT REGISTRATION FORM: PICK ONE UP IN THE 

B&G CENTER OR   AVAILABLE ONLINE (SCAN QR 
CODE) 

LOCATION: BLUE & GOLD CENTER 
SITE COORDINATOR: BRIANA CISNEROS 
CONTACT:
BRIANAC@EDUCAREFOUNDATIUON.COM / (818) 
619-5207
HOURS: 9:30 AM - 6:00PM

mailto:BRIANAC@EDUCAREFOUNDATIUON.COM


REGISTRATION FORM: NEW FORM EVERY YEAR    



Contact Us:

- Samantha Ayon
samanthaayon@educarefoundation.com

After School Site Coordinator
- Briana Cisneros

brianac@educarefoundation.com 

After School Assistant Site Coordinator
- Kim Henriquez

kimberlyh@educarefoundation.com

mailto:samanthaayon@educarefoundation.com
mailto:brianac@educarefoundation.com


IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

• What is chronic absenteeism? 

Chronic absenteeism is typically defined as missing at least 

10% of school days in a year, for any reason, excused or 

unexcused.  

-source: U.S. Department of Education. 

•  Why does this Matter? 

Research suggests that children who are chronically absent 

for multiple years between preschool and second grade are 

much less likely to read at grade level by third grade and four 

times more likely to not graduate from high school.  

-source: U.S. Department of Education. 



STUDENT INVOLVEMENT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES SIGNIFICANTLY 
CONTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS’ OVERALL DEVELOPMENT 
AND SUCCESS IN HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND. 

• Participation in activities such as sports, clubs and 

afterschool programs is linked to higher levels of 

school engagement. 

• Moreover, research indicates that extracurricular 

involvement can improve attendance, social skills, 

and even mental health. 

-source: U.S. Census Bureau report



SPECIAL HIGHLIGHT ON BLACK STUDENT UNION

• BSU Representative 

    Ms. Trinity Roberts

         Class of “27” 

• BSU Representative 

        Mr. Kai Daye

         Class of “26”     

• BSU President    

   Ms. Eden Mercado

         Class of “26”                                         



BLACK STUDENT UNION

• HBCU TOUR 2025 LEGACY MUSEUM 

ALABAMA.

• 6 HBCU’S

• HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

“This is why we must succeed” –Anthony 

Bryant.

BSU representative class of “2026”



BLACK PARENTS MATTER 
    PRESENTED BY BCCHS PARENT VOLUNTEER

                             DALMAR MONTGOMERY 

• YOUR VOICE

• YOUR PRESENCE

• YOUR INSPIRATION



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BSU OR PARENTS OF BLACK STUDENTS 

UNITED  PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF OUR STAFF MEMBERS BELOW.

• Jeri holden/ African American                                

•   sub-group support

•   counselor j.holden@birminghamcharter.com 

          

•  Margie Curtis /African American                                              

•  parent & Student

•  liaison        m.curtis@birminghamcharter.com 

mailto:j.holden@birminghamcharter.com


THANK YOU FOR COMING
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