
A career in visual arts and publications offers a dynamic and creatively fulfilling path, 
combining design, storytelling, and technology. Professionals in this field craft compelling 
visual narratives, enhancing communication across various mediums. In Washington state, 
the prospects for such careers are promising, with the Bureau of Labor Statistics reporting 
a growing demand for graphic designers, art directors, and multimedia artists. These roles 
are projected to see a 5-10% increase in employment opportunities over the next decade, 
showcasing the industry’s stability and potential for job growth. As businesses increasingly 
rely on engaging visual content to convey messages, individuals entering this field can 
anticipate exciting opportunities to shape the way information is presented and consumed. 
Students who complete all three classes in this pathway will meet CTE graduation  
pathway requirements.

Students in this pathway will:

High-demand  
careers

Annual salary 
in Washington

Required training  
after high school Schools offering degrees or certification

Graphic Designer $54,780 Bachelor’s degree Seattle Central College
University of Washington

Illustrator $57,420 Bachelor’s degree Cornish College of the Arts
Evergreen State College

Art Director $98,490 Bachelor’s degree Western Washington University
Cornish College of the Arts

Creative Director $135,900 Bachelor’s degree University of Washington
Seattle University

What high-demand careers are related to the Visual Arts and Publications Pathway?

 Work on their high school’s yearbook and online news site.

 Enter their photographic work into digital photography and art competitions.

 Have the opportunity to earn college credit.

 Earn equivalent credits in English and art to meet graduation requirements.

* Information from Washington State Employment Security Department, 2023
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What courses are offered in the Visual Communications and Publications Pathway?

Suggested course sequence - Visual Communications and Publications Pathway:

Photography 1
Advanced Photography

and/or
Publications/Student Media

Middle school 
courses in this 

pathway

College credit  
offered Leads to a certification? Equivalencies offered to meet grad-

uation requirements

Digital Production N/A N/A N/A

High school courses 
in this pathway

College credit  
offered

Leads to a certification? Equivalencies offered to meet  
graduation requirements

CTE 
dual 
credit

College 
in the 
High 
School

AP

Photography 1 (0.5 
credit)

X 0.5 art credit

Advanced  
Photography (0.5 
credit)

X 0.5 art credit

Publications/Student 
Media (1.0 credit)

X 
(GPHS)

0.5 art credit or 1.0 senior English

Publications/
Student Media

Middle school courses
Digital Production (Centennial Middle School) or Digital Media (Valley View Middle School) – This class exposes 
students to digital photography and the skills needed to go beyond taking pictures to making pictures. Projects are 
designed to introduce lighting techniques, rule of thirds, leading lines, and other composition skills. Students will also 
learn to edit using the Photoshop software to enhance and change images. The second half of this semester class will 
introduce students to video production skills needed to create a school newscast, commercials, and a three-minute 
educational video.
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TSA (Technology Student Association) is the is the CTE co-curricular opportunity (called a Career and Technical Student 
Organization) that is related to Introduction to Photography 1. In TSA, students engage in a wide spectrum of hands-on 
activities, competitions, and projects that encourage creativity, problem-solving, and technological skills development. 
Members have the opportunity to explore diverse fields such as robotics, engineering, coding, graphic design, and 
environmental sciences. As TSA students advance through their educational journey, they acquire practical experience, 
collaborate on innovative projects, and refine their technical expertise. Following high school, many TSA alumni pursue 
careers in engineering, computer science, architecture, industrial design, information technology, and other technology-
related fields, contributing to advancements in technology and its applications across industries, from sustainability to 
entertainment and beyond.

Student Media (Glacier Peak High School) and Publications (Snohomish High School) both have after school 
opportunities for students to produce yearbooks. Students in these clubs will also be doing writing, photographing, and 
publishing for their high school news websites.

What clubs are offered to practice career-related skills and leadership?

The Snohomish School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or 
military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights 
Coordinator, Title IX Coordinator and ADA – Darryl Pernat, 1601 Avenue D, Snohomish, WA 98290, 360-563-7285, darryl.pernat@sno.wednet.edu; Section 504 
Coordinator and Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying – Shawn Stevenson, 1601 Avenue D, Snohomish, WA 98290, 360-563-7282,  
shawn.stevenson@sno.wednet.edu.

High school courses

Intro to Digital Arts – This introductory course explores the use of the elements of art and the principles of design through 
computer graphic design, photography, and digital video. Students will be introduced to the career opportunities in this 
field. Students will begin developing a portfolio of their work from the semester. Four college credits through CTE dual 
credit are available. 0.5 art equivalency credit is available.

Photography 1 – Photography 1 is an intensive course covering topics including basic DSLR camera operation, digital 
photography editing, and workflow. Concepts such as depth of field, shutter speed, ISO and acceptable exposure is 
introduced. Strong emphasis is paid to aesthetic concerns, including design and composition. Students also have the 
opportunity to enter their work in local and national photography contests. Five college credits are available through CTE 
dual credit. 0.5 art equivalency credit is available.

Student Media/Publications – This is a one-year course where students put together their high school yearbook. Adobe 
software will be used for the desktop publishing needed for the yearbook. Students in the class are expected to stay after 
class at least once a week going to events, getting interviews, quotes, and highlights. Students at Glacier Peak High 
School will also write, photograph, and publish for their high school news website. Three College in the High School 
credits are available (Glacier Peak High School only). 1.0 art equivalency credit or senior English equivalency credit is 
available.
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The Snohomish School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights Coordinator and Title IX Coordinator – Darryl Pernat, 1601 
Avenue D, Snohomish, WA 98290, 360-563-7285, darryl.pernat@sno.wednet.edu; ADA Coordinator – Shantel Strandt, 1601 Avenue D, Snohomish, WA 98290, 360-563-7229, 
shantel.strandt@sno.wednet.edu; Section 504 Coordinator - Wendy McCulloch, 1601 Avenue D, Snohomish, WA 98290, 360-563-7308, wendy.mcculloch@sno.wednet.edu; and 
Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying Coordinator – Jennifer Harlan, 1601 Avenue D, Snohomish, WA 98290, 360-563-7375, jennifer.harlan@sno.wednet.edu.


