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Newburyport Public Schools 
Newburyport, MA 

 

School Committee Business Meeting 
Monday, April 3, 2023 

 

6:30 PM, Senior/Community Center, 331 High Street, Newburyport, MA 01950 
 

The Mission of the Newburyport Public Schools, the port where tradition and innovation converge, is to ensure each student 
achieves intellectual and personal excellence and is equipped for life experiences through a system distinguished by students, staff, 
and community who: - practice kindness and perseverance - celebrate each unique individual - value creativity; experiential, 
rigorous educational opportunities; scholarly pursuits; and life-long learning - provide the nurturing environments for emotional, 
social, and physical growth - understand and embrace their role as global citizens. 
 
Please note: The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all 
items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
The meeting will be televised locally live on Comcast Channel 9 & streamed via https://ncmhub.org/share/channel-9/. 
 

Public Budget Hearing Agenda 
1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2. FY24 Budget Presentation -  Superintendent Sean Gallagher and Phil Littlehale 
 
3. Public Comment: (as it relates to the Budget Hearing Agenda) 
 
4. Adjourn 
 
 
Business Meeting Agenda: 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Public Comment: (as it relates to the Business Meeting Agenda items) 
 
3. *Consent Agenda (Warrants and Minutes of 3/20/2022) – possible Vote 
 
4. *Request to Waive Weekend Field Use Hours– possible Vote 

 
5. Subcommittee Updates 

a. Finance Subcommittee – Brian Callahan 
b. Policy Subcommittee – Juliet Walker 

 
6. Superintendent’s Report 
 
 
7. New Business 
 
 
 
*Possible Vote 
 
 
Adjournment 

**The School Committee reserves the right to call executive session, as provided under Chapter 30A, Section 21(a)(2), of the General 
Laws to discuss strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations, collective bargaining and/or potential litigation.  



Newburyport School Committee 
Meeting Agenda Notes 

 

Monday, April 3, 2023 
6:30PM @ Senior/Community Center, 331 High Street, Newburyport, MA 01950 

 
 

AGENDA NOTES 
 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed 
may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.  The 
meeting will be televised locally live on Comcast Channel 9 or stream via https://ncmhub.org/share/channel-9/.  
 

Public Budget Hearing Agenda 
2. FY24 Budget Presentation -  Superintendent Sean Gallagher and Phil Littlehale (Business 

Manager) will present an overview of the proposed FY24 budget. (see attached) 
 
3. Public Comment: Opportunity for the public to ask questions as they relate to the Budget 

Hearing Agenda. 
 
 
 
Business Meeting Agenda: 
3. *Consent Agenda (Warrants and Minutes of 3/20/2022) – possible Vote 
 
4. *Request to Waive Weekend Field Use Hours – possible Vote 
  The School Committee will review the attached field use request recently submitted by 

the Pioneer League.  In accordance with the Community Use of School Facilities Policy 
(FG), they will decide whether or not to grant a waiver to the weekend field use hours. 

 
5. Subcommittee Updates 

a. Finance Subcommittee – Brian Callahan 
b. Policy Subcommittee – Juliet Walker 

 
 
6. Superintendent’s Report:  

Superintendent Sean Gallagher will review upcoming MCAS dates, grants, the recent 
Iftar event and 2023-24 School Choice / Exchange Students update. 

 
 
7. New Business 
 
 
 
 
FYI: Upcoming Dates: 

 Early Release Day: Friday, April 7 
 National Art Honor Society Induction (NAHS): Tuesday, April 4 @ 7PM 
 NHS Presents Fiddler on the Roof: April 6 thru 8 
 NHS School Council: Tuesday, April 11 @ 5PM 
 National Honor Society Induction (NHS): Thursday, April 13 @ 7PM 
 Spring Break: April 17 thru 21 
 School Committee Business Meeting:  Tuesday, April 25 @6:30PM 

 
 
 

*Possible Vote 
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FY24 Budget, Summary of New Investments

District NHS Nock Molin Bresnahan
Assistant Groundskeeper 
(46K)


Special Education 
Professional 
Development (40K)


EL/Curriculum 
Administration (21K)


Math Curriculum 
Resources  (35K)


Specialized Programs 
Administrator (100K)


Technology Integrator 
(67K)


.2 Music Teacher (17K)


After School 
Alternative Program 
Development (38K)


NEASC (5K)


Global Citizenship (4K)

.5 BCBA (33.5K)


Place-Based Education 
Program Development 
(45K)


Curriculum Resources 
(world language/
science) (11K)


Middle School Athletics 
(21K)

.5 BCBA (33.5K)


Grade 4 Teacher (67K)


Grade 4-5 Language-
Based Teacher (67K)

1.0 BCBA (67K)


Health and Wellness 
Teacher (67K)


Math Interventionist 
(67K)


Special Education 
Teacher (IDC 
program) (69K)


4 Special Education 
IAs (PK and IDC) 
(129K)
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Funding through savings, grants, other 



• To support our district goals and to ensure cost-effective and agile approaches to technology, 
you will see some of the lines for software that had been in the school budget centers will now 
be in a district level technology center. 


• Costs in building maintenance and operations are up across all budget centers.


• Some positions that had been classified in Aid Salary lines have been reclassified as Professional 
Salaries to better reflect the positions (e.g., Registered Behavior Technician (RBT), Certified 
Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)).


• The new investments have been noted in the Notes column.


• The budget book reflects all the planned expenses of the District and are funded through a 
number of sources as noted on the Budget Summary slide. 

FY24 Budget Book Overview
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Sources of Funds
Grade/Program FY23 FY24 Budget $ Chg 24/23 % Chg 24/23 Comment
City Appropriation 35,044,239 36,895,543 1,851,304 5.3%
Medicaid 110,000 110,000 - 0.0%
Pre-School 200,000 200,000 - 0.0%
Athletics 336,487 336,487 - 0.0%
School Choice 795,100 645,000 (150,100) -18.9%
Sch Build Maint - 32,615 32,615 0.0%
Curr/Staff Development 140,000 140,000 - 0.0%
Transportation 180,000 180,000 - 0.0%
Project Able 500,000 500,000 - 0.0%
Federal FC305 Title I 200,000 200,000 - 0.0%
State Circuit Breaker 1,409,318 2,709,318 1,300,000 92.2%
ESSER II Grant 170,000 - (170,000) -100.0%
ESSER III Grant 1,050,224 1,050,224 - 0.0%
Grand Total 40,135,368 42,999,186 2,863,818 7.1%

Use of Funds By Cost Center
Location FY23 FY24 Budget $ Chg 24/23 % Chg 24/23 Comment
F. T. Bresnahan School 8,211,832 8,415,999 204,167 2.5%
Edward G. Molin School 3,792,499 3,960,161 167,662 4.4%
R. A. Nock Middle School 5,921,514 6,396,840 475,326 8.0%
Newburyport High School 10,084,870 10,615,804 530,934 5.3%
System-Wide 12,124,653 13,610,382 1,485,729 12.3%
Grand Total 40,135,368 42,999,186 2,863,818 7.1%

By Category
Salary and Expenses FY23 FY24 Budget $ Chg 24/23 % Chg 24/23 Comment
Salary 30,162,376 31,460,465 1,298,089 4.3%
Expenses 9,972,993 11,538,721 1,565,729 15.7%
Grand Total 40,135,368 42,999,186 2,863,818 7.1%



NPS Website, School Committee Meetings and Agendas, Presentations


3.20.23 Budget Updates


3.06.23 Budget Center Presentations


2.06.23 Capital Improvement Plan


1.17.23 Preliminary Budget


11.15.22 Joint City Council Budget Overview

Link to all FY24 Budget Presentations 
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https://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA50010879/Centricity/Domain/20/03.6.23%20FY24%20%20Budgetholders%20Presentation.pdf
https://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA50010879/Centricity/Domain/20/2023.03.20%20SC%20Presentation%20Budget%20update.pdf
https://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA50010879/Centricity/Domain/20/03.6.23%20FY24%20%20Budgetholders%20Presentation.pdf
https://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA50010879/Centricity/Domain/20/02.6.23%20SC%20Capital%20Improvement.pdf
https://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA50010879/Centricity/Domain/20/01.17.23%20FY24%20Preliminary%20Budget%20.pdf
https://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA50010879/Centricity/Domain/20/11.15.22%20NPS%20Joint%20City%20Council%20Budget.pptx.pdf
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NEWBURYPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETING 
Senior Community Center, 331 High Street, Newburyport, MA, 01950 

Monday, March 20, 2023 
 
 
Present: Sarah Hall, Juliet Walker, Bruce Menin, Brian Callahan, Steve Cole and 

  Breanna Higgins 

Absent: Mayor Sean Reardon 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Vice Chair Sarah Hall called the School Committee Business meeting of the Newburyport School 
Committee to order at 6:30 PM.  Roll call found all members present except Mayor Sean 
Reardon.  All those present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None 
 
 
STUDENT AND STAFF RECOGNITIONS: 
The School Committee recognized six students from the Bresnahan Elementary School for 
modeling the school’s motto every day, “Be Safe, be kind, be responsible”.  Superintendent Sean 
Gallagher congratulated Riley Ostrom and Madelyn Santos in grade 3, along with four students in 
grade 1: Thomas Sarno, Harrison Sarno, Finn Hinchy and Darragh Hinchy. 
 
Katara Harding, a 2nd grade teacher, was recognized by the School Committee for her dedication 
to the students and staff at the Bresnahan Elementary School, as well as the exceptional work 
she has done in the classroom and with various after school programs. 
 

A short recess was held for congratulations and picture taking. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Warrants: 
Motion: 
On a motion by Brian Callahan and seconded by Bruce Menin it was  
 VOTED: to approve, receive and forward to the City Auditor for payment the  
   following Warrant: 
   Warrant 8081 FY23 $645,885.61 
   A-Warrant  $  33,604.84 

$679,826.89 
Motion Passed  
Mayor Sean Reardon absent 
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STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT: 
Senior Avery Hochheiser provided the student report that included many exciting educational, 
cultural, and artistic activities happening throughout the district, as well as a variety of upcoming 
events.  Her report ended with a sports update.  The full report is included with the minutes. 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY PRESENTATION: 
Lisa Furlong, Director of Communications & Technology, provided an update of activities 
happening in the district in preparation of the iPad 1:1 Device program.  Several professional 
development activities are underway such as a second PLC, 1-hour trainings during the April & 
May early release days, weekly trainings at the high school, as well as a 4-day summer workshop 
with the Apple team.  There are now 200 iPads in the high school. Students are also using iPads 
in high school math and science classes, Nock/Molin podcast, and NHS Integrated Arts.   
 
First time Apple user, Dom Masi, a high school Science teacher, completed an iPad Pilot with his 
chemistry students from January 30 – March 10.  Mr. Masi presented his observations, student 
feedback and samples of student work.  This presentation will be posted on the website. 
 
Communications about the iPad 1:1 Device purchase program will continue to go out until mid-
April, then stop to allow time to place the order with the vendor.  Lisa Furlong will continue to send 
notifications about this technology section of the high school’s website. 
 
 
2023-2024 School Choice Projections 
Superintendent Sean Gallagher presented the proposed openings for 2023-2024. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Bruce Menin and seconded by Steve Cole, it was 

VOTED:  to approve the proposed 2023-2024 openings for School Choice in  
      accordance with the School Choice Policy (JFBB). 

 
Bresnahan Elementary 
Grade 1  =  10 
Grade 2  =  10 
Grade 3  =  5 
 
Nock Middle 
Grade 6  =  10 
Grade 7  =  5 
Grade 8  =  5 
 
Newburyport High School 
Grade 9  =  20 

 
Motion Passed 
Mayor Sean Reardon absent 
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PROPOSAL TO FORM INSTRUCTION & LEARNING SUBCOMMITTEE: 
Breanna Higgins began by providing background information that led to creating the proposal to 
form an Instruction & Learning Subcommittee.  She also explained the purpose of the proposed 
subcommittee, including how it would differ from CISL Adhoc Committee.  
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Breanna Higgins and seconded by Juliet Walker, it was 

VOTED:  to form an Instruction & Learning Subcommittee in accordance with Policy 
                BDE – Subcommittees of the School Committee. 

 
After a lengthy group discussion, the proposal was withdrawn. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Breanna Higgins and seconded by Juliet Walker, it was 

VOTED:  to respectfully withdraw the motion to form an Instruction & Learning  
     Subcommittee. 

 
Motion Passed 
Mayor Sean Reardon absent 
 
Juliet Walker would like the Superintendent to provide clarification of the CISL Adhoc committee, 
which will help provide a better understanding of the School Committee’s role. 
 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES: 

Finance Subcommittee: 
Brian Callahan said FINCOM members held a productive meeting at the Nock on March 16th to 
discuss the budget with two City Council members, Mayor Reardon, Representative Dawne 
Shand and Representative Manny Cruz.  Brian will share the video link and will send the Chapter 
70 information to the committee members.  
 
 
Policy Subcommittee: 
Juliet Walker reviewed the proposed changes (marked in red) to policies BDE – Subcommittees 
of the School Committee and IGD (IB) – Curriculum Adoption.  
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Juliet Walker and seconded by Bruce Menin, it was 

VOTED:  to accept the proposed revision to policy BDE – Subcommittees of the School  
                Committee, removing one line referenced in red. 

 
Motion Passed 
Mayor Sean Reardon absent 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Juliet Walker and seconded by Brian Callahan, it was 
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VOTED:  to accept the proposed revision to IGD (IB) Subcommittees of the School  
     Committee, removing the section referenced in red. 

 
Motion Passed 
Mayor Sean Reardon absent 
 
Bruce Menin was uncomfortable with some remaining language in the last paragraph of the IGD 
Curriculum Adoption Policy.  Juliet Walker stated the policy can be reviewed again during the 
district audit, and further changes could be made if needed.  Juliet Walker will send the MASC 
version of Policy IGD to Bruce Menin. 
 
Juliet Walker stated that the audit of the district policies is underway.  Chapters A and B are 
completed, and will be presented to the School Committee for their review after the budget 
process (i.e. May).  Chapter C is currently under review. 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 
Superintendent Gallagher presented an update of the FY24 Budget process. He continues to 
work with his administration and as of March 20th, the proposed total FY24 aspirational budget 
presented on March 6th has been reduced to $43,177,645 (7.6% increase from 8.9%), and the 
proposed city portion has been reduced to $37,074,001 (5.8% increase from 7.5%). This 
presentation will be added to the website. 
 
Juliet Walker noted that there are implications to grant money, and asked about the actual cost of 
grants (i.e. time spent gathering and administering grants). Superintendent Sean Gallagher is 
working on that information. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

● MASC is once again offering Charting the Course workshops.  Juliet Walker plans to 
attend the May 6th workshop. She will send the link to the School Committee members. 

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion: 
On a motion by Bruce Menin and seconded by Brian Callahan it was 
 VOTED: to adjourn the Business meeting of the Newburyport School  
   Committee at 8:30 PM. 
 
Motion Passed 
Mayor Sean Reardon absent 
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Student Report for School Committee     March 20, 2023 

Submitted by: Avery Hochheiser & Oliva Hansen 

 
The Bresnahan News: 
Today is the first day of the Clipper read-a-thon! This is a school-wide activity and 
ALL families are invited to sign up! There will be fun events for the kids throughout the 
Read-A-Thon, such as our popular after-school Bresnahan Library Campouts and 
whole-school book character parade! Thank you to the PTO for sponsoring and 
coordinating this amazing event!  
 
Students celebrate Nowruz! Today is the first day of Spring, also called Nowruz, the 
Persian new year. Bresnahan students learned about some of the traditions of this 
holiday in cultural art class, music and library! Some of our students who celebrate 
Nowruz made a video for the school. Wishing everyone a happy spring!  Thank you to 
our ELL teacher, Emily De La Cruz, for helping bring awareness of this holiday to our 
school. 
 
MyView writing 
Teachers have been working together during staff meeting time and Early Release time 
to continue to grow their own knowledge of the MyView writing program. We are seeing 
some really great writing happen - from writer’s workshop in Kindergarten to opinion 
writing in 3rd Grade.   
 
We are starting our third session of after-school Clipper Course next week. This 
month we are offering: typing, STEM, coloring, accessible crafts, recess games, board 
games, composting and more! Thank you to the dedicated Bresnahan teaching staff for 
making this happen! Thank you to Allie Byrnes for helping coordinate the programs and 
communicate with families.  
 
Curious Creatures visited the Bresnahan on Friday! Our youngest learners were 
able to interact with ferrets, polish rabbits, chinchillas and more. We had the best time 
and are so grateful for the PTO for bringing Curious Creatures to us.  
 
Newburyport Public Schools Youth Art Exhibit (sponsored by the NEF) 
Selected works of art from Bresnahan students are on display at the Senior Center for 
the month of March. We hope you will be able to visit the exhibit and celebrate the arts 
with your children, family, and friends. Thank you to art teachers Pam Jamison and Tran 
Jost, for coordinating. 
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Newburyport High School News: 
 
Congratulations to Senior Tuala Sullivan who competed as a finalist in the state’s Poetry 
Out Loud Contest March 12th in Boston.  Her readings throughout the competition have 
been flawless and as a result, she finished second in the state.  
  
Also, exciting Senior Gavin Obey has been accepted to compete in Season 15 of 
American Ninja.  He’ll be flying down to the competition this week.  Though we will not 
be allowed to know the results, we can all look forward to watching him when the 
season airs on TV.  
  
March 9th was the culmination of a month-long chess tournament.  Our library was 
packed after school to watch Max Parr and Caelan Twitchell go head-to-head.  It was a 
close match, but in the end, Max took the win.  Thank you to Mr. Cole for taking on the 
advisory role and thank you to the NEF for sponsoring the Chess Club. 
  
Don’t forget opening night of Fiddler On The Roof is next Friday, March 31st!  Our 
actors, musicians, and tech students are making their final preparation to provide a 
stellar performance.  Be sure to check out the show on any of the following 
dates:  March 31, April 1, April 7, April 8.  NHS would like to cordially invite the School 
Committee to attend! 
 
 For the past few weeks, Nolan Smith has been working with ACES (Alliance of Climate 
and Environmental Stewards), to organize a Newburyport wide beach cleanup on Plum 
Island.  This will happen on April 7th.  Here is the sign-up form. 
 
The Endicott College Summer course will be Introduction to Information and Computer 
Technology. The course will run one night a week from the week of May 30, 2023 to the 
week of July 11, 2023. An Endicott College faculty member will teach the course. 
Students pay a $25 course registration fee to Endicott College on or before the first 
night of class.  Thank you to the NEF for subsidizing this dual enrollment opportunity for 
our students. 
   
Recently, students who are part of Ms. Zaleski’s Communication and Public Speaking 
class engaged their  younger peers in short stories at the Bresnahan School.  Students 
in this class work to develop their public speaking skill set. Students at all public 
speaking skill levels work collaboratively to improve this vital life skill whether preparing 
for classroom presentations, job/college interviews, and social situations where they 
may be called upon to make speeches.  
 

This past Saturday German students from schools on the North Shore participated in 
Deutschfest (German Immersion Day) at Veasey Memorial Park in Groveland.  There 
were several activities for students to choose from, i.e. strudel making, board games, 
crafts, an escape room... all in German!  Before the Pandemic, the day was an annual 
event, but for the last three years it hasn't taken place.  So nice to see it back on track 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19vEovh_6i3bgLN3zWigZf1P3IUPWKr7YllPY-vKndsg/edit?usp=sharing
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This Thursday, March 23rd from 6 to 8PM at the Molin school, there will be the 
Inaugural International Cultural Festival which was created by NHS student members of 
the International Cultural Club and other student volunteers. There will be 
student displays on a variety of global issues, global education and student heritage 
boards - In addition several community members will also have displays. The evening 
will also feature activities for visitors (such as making your own Tibetan Pray Flag or 
Day of the Dead mask) and live performances by students and local professionals who 
are donating their time. 

 

NHS Sports News: 

The Boys High School State Championship Boys Soccer Team was honored Saturday 
night at The Night of Champions at The New England Revolution soccer game at 
Gillette Stadium. The team was honored pregame and at halftime and the team photo 
was also on Fox 25 News. 

Winter teams who won the CAL Championship include both Boys and Girls Basketball, 
Girls Swim, and the Boys Track Team.  Congratulations to the teams on this 
accomplishment.  

Congratulations to swimmer Abriana Cronstrom for becoming our first state champion 
in four years on the swim team. 

Our very young ski team has delivered their best season yet.  Be sure to check out the 
article in the Daily News highlighting this accomplishment. 

Congratulations to Ean Hynes who finished third in the state in all divisions and qualifies 
for the New Englands! 

Another school record for girl’s relay team in the 4x400.  Congratulations to Devin Strop, 
Annie Shay, Morgan Felts, and Annabel Murray. 

These are the MIAA State Tournament Results: 
Boys Track was the state runner up! They missed winning the state championship by 
just two seconds! 
Girls Basketball advanced to the Elite 8 
Boys Hockey advanced to the Elite 8. 
Boys basketball and girl’s hockey lost in the Round of 32  
 
Congratulations to all of NHS’s winter athletes on their successful seasons.  Now 
looking forward to the spring program. 

 

https://www.newburyportnews.com/sports/a-growing-family-both-newburyport-boys-and-girls-ski-teams-enjoying-best-ever-season/article_14d79b8a-acc5-11ed-9c53-cf49e53deb6e.html










COMMUNITY USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES   
Section F: Facilities Development File: FG 

 

1. It is the policy of the School System to encourage the use of school buildings and grounds by 
responsible Newburyport organizations and individuals for such educational, cultural, 
recreational, social, civic, philanthropic, and like purposes subject to any regulations which it 
may establish from time to time. 

2. The use of a school facility will not be granted to any person or persons for individual gain, 
whether financial or other. 

3. The School Committee prohibits the use of alcohol in any building or on any school campus.  
4. The use of a school facility will not be permitted if such use interferes with a school function or 

activity. 
5. In acting on requests for the use of school facilities, the School System will not discriminate on 

the basis of race, sex, religion, national origin, or political viewpoint.  
6. The Superintendent of Schools has the final authority in defining the classification of a particular 

group. 
 

School Facilities/Fields rentals are at the discretion of the Superintendent of Schools. Rules and 
procedures for facilities use are attached and form part of this policy. 

SOURCE: School Committee April 2015 

Version Control 

 
Action Date 

Adopted 4/28/2015 

Updated 11/2015 

Updated 3/11/2017 

Updated 6/4/2017 

Updated 11/20/2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RULES FOR USE OF NEWBURYPORT PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES 
 

1. Application forms to request the use of any school facility, including gymnasium shall be obtained 
through the Office of the Principal, at least 14 days prior to event or event series. The Principal shall 
have the sole discretion to grant permission for the use, or to recommend changes in the request for 
all non-profit groups or entities.  Each building principal may establish additional guidelines related to 
the uniqueness of his/her building. Renter has discretion to change use of facilities based on weather 
or other circumstances. 
 

2. The person, persons, or organizations, granted the use of the Public School Facility shall assume full 
liability for any damage to the building, equipment, or grounds resulting from such use. No scenery, 
furniture or other fixture shall be attached to any part of the building without the express permission of 
the School Building Principal. 
 

3. The applicant shall pay the established fee for the use of the Facility. Checks are payable to 
“Newburyport Public Schools” and sent, along with the signed agreement to, Bresnahan Elementary 
School, c/o Office of the Principal, 333 High St., Newburyport, MA 01950; or Nock Middle School, 
c/o Office of the Principal 70 Low St., Newburyport, MA 01950; or Newburyport High School, c/o 
Office of the Athletic Director, 241 High St., Newburyport, MA  01950. 
 

4. Building Use Forms must be submitted a minimum of 14 days in advance of an event or activity. Any 
requested changes to an existing reservation must be made a minimum of 72 hours in advance of the 
event or activity; or in the event of weekend building use, by close of business on the previous 
Wednesday. 

 

5. The applicant shall pay for such police, firemen, and custodial service as may be required by the 
Superintendent of Schools/designee. Payment for such services shall be made directly to the 
Newburyport Public Schools on the basis of a statement provided by the School Department to the 
applicant. 
 

6. Custodians shall be provided by the school and shall be assigned in accordance with the provisions of 
the collective bargaining agreement. We understand that a custodian is required one hour before and 
event and a minimum of one hour after departure for clean-up. It is also understood that after 6:00 PM 
two custodians are contractually required to be in the building and if there are no other activities in the 
building we will be billed for the cost of both custodians. (The Director of Facilities reserves the right to 
assign additional custodians to work larger events. Every effort will be made to notify the renter in advance if this 
is necessary.) 

 
7. In no case shall any person other than a regular employee of the School Department, or a person 

approved by the School Department, be permitted to perform any service connected with the operation 
of the building or grounds, or any part of its equipment.  

 
8. The applicant shall assume full responsibility for adhering to and enforcing State and Federal laws, as 

well as compliance with City ordinance regarding the prohibition, possession, and/or use of any 
alcoholic beverages, any tobacco products, or any firearms in the building, or on the grounds. 

 
9. A permit may be cancelled without notice if its provision or its intent are violated in any manner and the 

Superintendent of Schools/designee shall be sole judge of such violations. 



 
10. No permit shall be issued for any activity, which would include any display of fireworks or that violate 

State Fire Code Regulations. 
 

11. No food or beverages are allowed in the auditorium. The use of latex balloons is prohibited in all 
buildings. 

 
 
 

RULES FOR USE OF NEWBURYPORT PUBLIC SCHOOL FIELDS 
 

1. Application forms to request the use of any school field shall be obtained through the office of 
the Athletic Director, (High School, Nock/Molin, or Bresnahan School), at least 14 days prior to 
the date of requested event or first date of series of requested events. Availability of such space 
on dates requested will be confirmed by the Athletic Director’s Office. The use of such space will 
be subject to change based on weather or other circumstances. 

 

2. The person, persons, or organizations, granted the use of the Public School Fields/Gymnasiums shall 
assume full liability for any damage to the building, equipment, or grounds resulting from such use. No 
scenery, furniture or other fixture shall be attached to any part of the building without the express 
permission of the School Building Principal. 

 

3. The applicant shall pay the established fee for the use of the Fields. Checks are payable to 
“Newburyport Public Schools” and sent, along with the signed agreement to, Newburyport High 
School, c/o NHS Athletic Director, 241 High St., Newburyport, MA 01950. 

 

4. The applicant shall pay for such police, firemen, and custodial service as may be required by the 
Superintendent of Schools. Payment for such services shall be made directly to the Newburyport 
Public Schools on the basis of a statement provided by the School Department to the applicant. 

 

5. Building Use Forms must be submitted a minimum of 14 days in advance of an event or activity. Any 
requested changes to an existing reservation must be made a minimum of 72 hours in advance of 
the event or activity; or in the event of weekend building use, by close of business on the previous 
Wednesday. 

 

6. Custodians shall be provided by the school and shall be assigned in accordance with the provisions of 
the collective bargaining agreement. We understand that a custodian is required one hour before and 
event and a minimum of one hour after departure for clean-up. It is also understood that after 6:00 
PM two custodians are contractually required to be in the building and if there are no other activities 
in the building we will be billed for the cost of both custodians. (The Director of Facilities reserves the right 
to assign additional custodians to work larger events. Every effort will be made to notify the renter in advance if 
this is necessary.) 

 

7. In no case shall any person other than a regular employee of the School Department, or a person 
approved by the School Department, be permitted to perform any service connected with the 
operation of the building or grounds, or any part of its equipment.  

 



8. The applicant shall assume full responsibility for adhering to and enforcing State and Federal laws, as 
well as compliance with City ordinance regarding the prohibition, possession, and/or use of any 
alcoholic beverages, any tobacco products, or any firearms in the building, or on the grounds. 

 

9. The Newburyport Public Schools athletic fields will not be used by any school or community group 
prior to 1:00 PM on Sundays. On Sundays, organized activities on the fields should end by 5:00 PM. 

 

10. Additionally, no organized activity will begin on any athletic field prior to 9:00 AM on Saturdays or 
holidays. These restrictions may be waived by a vote of the School Committee. 

 

11. A permit may be cancelled without notice if its provision or its intent are violated in any manner and 
the Superintendent of Schools/designee shall be sole judge of such violations. 

 

12. No permit shall be issued for any activity, which would include any display of fireworks or that violate 
State Fire Code Regulations. 

 

13. No food or beverages are allowed in the gymnasiums. The use of latex balloons is prohibited in all 
buildings. 

 

14. Any person using any of the school gymnasiums must wear sneakers or appropriate athletic shoes. No 
hard-soled shoes will be allowed on the playing area of these gyms. 

 
 
USE OF PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES 
 
 
Group Definitions 

 
Group 1  
Newburyport Public Schools Clubs, Teams, and Organizations 
 
Group 2 
Newburyport school-related organizations (PTOs, Booster Clubs,) NYS 
Group 3 
Newburyport based youth approved teams (Babe Ruth, Little League, NBBA, NGBA, Youth Lacrosse, Youth 
Soccer, and Youth Football) 
 
Group 4 
Non-Profit with proof of status 
 
Group 5 
Individuals, Newburyport organizations and groups, and all for profit individuals and organizations. Local 
profit. 
 
Group 6 
Individuals, non-Newburyport organizations and groups, and all for profit individuals and organizations.  
Local non-profit. 
 



 

Use of Athletic Fields 

Use of all school system athletic fields is coordinated by the High School Athletic Director and the principal at each 
site. 

No organized activity will begin on any athletic field prior to 9:00 a.m. on Saturday or holidays. These restrictions 
may be waived by action of the School Committee. 
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