
There are many pathways to becoming an educator.
Here’s a quick guide to...

Tips!
Career Technical Education (CTE) Credential - CA
The Preliminary Designated Subjects CTE Teaching Credential authorizes the holder to 
teach in the specific credential subject up to 12th grade and in classes organized 
primarily for adults, in career technical, trade or vocational courses. The Clear 
Designated Subjects CTE Teaching Credential authorizes the holder to teach English 
learners in Specially Designed Academic Instruction Delivered in English (SDAIE) as part 
of career technical, trade or vocational courses. 
CTC - Designated Subjects - CTE

The school/district will let 
you know what level of 
clearance and type of 
fingerprints are required. 
SDCOE has fingerprinting 
services on our Linda Vista 
campus and in San Marcos.
www.sdcoe.net/credentials

Start!

Let’s

Teach!

3 years/3000 hours of Industry 
experience and education 

combined
(up to 1000 can be education)

CPR Certification
Infant, Child, and Adult 

Skills 

While you are teaching you will also complete the following:
● Credential coursework
● U.S. Constitution coursework equivalency or exam This is 

typically met during undergraduate general education coursework.

● Health education
● English Language Waiver

Certificate of Clearance
(Fingerprinting/ background 

check)

AND

High school diploma or equivalent

The school/district will 
assist you with the English 
Language Waiver.

CTE Industry Sectors 
include:
● Agriculture and 

Natural Resources

● Arts, Media, and 
Entertainment

● Building Trades and 
Construction

● Education, Child 
Development, Family 
Services

● Energy and Utilities

● Engineering and 
Design

● Fashion and Interior 
Design

● Finance and Business

● Health Science and 
Medical Technology

● Hospitality, Tourism, 
and Recreation

● Information 
Technology

● Manufacturing and 
Product Development

● Marketing, Sales and 
Service

● Public Services

● Transportation

For complete credential information and details see ctc.ca.gov/credentials

EducatorPathways.sdcoe.net  
EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net

SDCOE Designated Subjects 
- CTE Program 
sdcoe.net/teacherprep

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/designated-subjects-(cl-888)
http://www.sdcoe.net/credentials
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/req-credentials
https://www.sdcoe.net/educatorpathways/home
mailto:EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net
http://sdcoe.net/teacherprep



