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WELCOME TO MERRIWETHER MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 
 
​ We, the staff of Merriwether Middle School, believe that all students should be provided with 
opportunities for successful experiences.  We strive to offer a curriculum that maximizes the 
intellectual, emotional, social, and physical development of our emerging adolescents.  This 
curriculum requires the dedication and cooperation of parents, students, and school personnel 
working together for the benefit of all students in order to meet our goals. 
 
​ We understand the unique needs and concerns of young adolescents as well as the 
developmental challenges of this age group.  Our curriculum is designed to assist our middle school 
students through the transitional period between elementary school and high school. 
We strive to offer a warm and caring environment that challenges intellectual growth and promotes 
positive self-esteem.  
 
​ We expect students to assist us in our efforts by displaying positive attitudes and appropriate 
behavior. Together we can have a successful year. Please read this handbook and become familiar 
with the rules and procedures.  We encourage parents to become actively involved in their child’s 
education by attending special events, holding conferences with teachers, and visiting often.  We 
invite you to become an active volunteer. 
 
       Have a wonderful 2025-2026 school year! Let us know if we can be of assistance. 
 
                                      
Vision: 
Our vision at MMS is to create an environment through STEAM education where students will 
become independent, lifelong learners, who aspire to develop the personal, relational, and thinking 
skills that will enable them to become productive citizens of their community and the world.  
 
Mission Statement: 
Our mission is to be a STEAM learning community where we foster the growth of every child, every 
day. 
 
Student Records 
 
The School District of Edgefield County is required by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA 34CFR Part 
99) to provide annual notice concerning privacy rights in the maintenance of and/or release of student records.  The 
District has a formal policy concerning this activity available to you for inspection upon request.  The following is a 
summary of your rights under this act.  If you have questions about this, please contact the principal.   
 
1.​ A student’s “educational records” are those records directly related to a student and which the school district or a 

party acting for the school district maintains. 
2.​ “Parent” refers to a parent, a guardian, a person acting as a parent, a surrogate appointed in accordance with policies 

under Programs for the Handicapped or a student who is 18 years of age or over, or a student who is attending an 
institution of post secondary education on a full-time basis. 

3.​ Whenever a student is eighteen years of age or is attending an institution of post-secondary education, the rights 
accorded to and the consent required of the parent of the students shall thereafter only be accorded to and required 
of eligible students unless the school district has received notice that a court has awarded legal guardianship beyond 
the age of majority.  The school will document such notice. 

4.​ In maintaining student records, the school will follow applicable state and federal regulations. 



5.​ Parents of students currently in attendance and eligible students currently in attendance in the School District of 
Edgefield County have a right to: 
●​ Inspect and review students’ educational records.  
●​ Request the amendment of the student’s education records to ensure that they are not inaccurate, misleading or 

otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other rights. 
●​ Consent to the disclosure of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records, 

except to the extent that federal law and regulations authorize disclosure without consent. 
●​ File written complaints concerning alleged violations of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act to: 

             The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act Office 
330 Independence Ave., S.W. 

      Washington, DC 20201 
●​ Obtain a copy of the district’s policy adopted under 99.6 This policy may be requested from The Office of the 

Superintendent.  Edgefield County Schools.  
P. O. Box 608 Edgefield, SC 29824.  (803) 275-4601.  

6.​ Schools will treat each student’s educational records as confidential and primarily for local school use. The district 
will not release directory information to any person or agency for commercial use. The exception to this rule is for 
directory information, which includes the following: student’s name, address, telephone number, date and place of 
birth, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, 
dates of attendance, diploma or certificate and awards received by the student, the most recent previous 
educational agency or institution attended by the student and other similar information.   

7. ​ If you object to the disclosure of directory information concerning your child’s academic records, please notify the 
principal in writing of your objection within 15 days after receipt of this notice.  This will become a part of the 
student’s cumulative folder.   

8. ​ In compliance with FERPA, we must inform parents that when students move to another school district, we 
transfer their records to that district without parental permission. 

 
NEW STUDENT ENROLLMENT PROCEDURE 
Students must validate district residence.   The birth certificate, immunization record, report card and/or withdrawal 
form from the former school is necessary to register.  The school will obtain records regarding testing, etc. from the school 
once you grant a release of information.  Guidance handles registrations and withdrawals.   
 
IMMUNIZATION 
As students register, the nurse will verify if they have a valid S. C. Immunization Certificate.  If they do, the certificate / 
copies will be sent to guidance with all other registration materials for the permanent records.  Students without 
documented proof of immunization records will be sent home after 30 days until proof is furnished.   
 
WITHDRAWALS / TRANSFERS 
When withdrawing from school, the parent or guardian must come to the school and sign the withdrawal form in the  
office.  Any student withdrawing from school is expected to leave debt free and in good standing.    All books, 
technological devices, chargers, etc  must be returned and all fees paid before a student is cleared for 
withdrawal. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE NUMBER 
If a student moves during the year, it is imperative that the change of address and telephone number be reported to the 
guidance and main office.  We must have each student’s 911 address and emergency contacts on file.  If a phone is 
disconnected or changed, the new number or an alternate emergency contact number MUST be given to the attendance 
clerk. 
 
 
CHILD CUSTODY 
The School District of Edgefield County is utilizing the following procedures concerning child custody.  Any questions 
concerning documents need to be directed to the guidance office or principal. 
1.​ In case one parent asks that the child not be allowed to leave the school with the other parent, a custody paper, ​
​ ​ restraining order, or some legal document should be in the child’s permanent record. 
2.​ Legal opinion states that either parent has equal rights to the child unless one of the above-mentioned legal ​
​ ​ documents has been issued 



3.​ In the event that a parent says he/she has such a document at home, it becomes most imperative that the ​
​ ​ document or a notarized copy be brought in immediately to be included in the child’s school records.  The school ​
​ ​ must have documentation of custody changes before it can deny any parent access to his/her child.  

 
ATTENDANCE REGULATIONS 
Regular attendance at school is necessary if a student is to make satisfactory educational progress.  Therefore, students 
are expected and encouraged to attend school regularly. Students who are absent from school may not participate in 
extracurricular or school sponsored activities that day. 
 
If a student is absent and returns to school without a physician’s note, the student must bring a note from their 
parent/guardian stating why the student was absent from school.  
 
LAWFUL ABSENCES 
​ Lawful / excusable absences are those necessitated by: 

1.​ Illness of the student to the degree that attendance in school would endanger his/her health or the health of 
others. 

2.​ Death in the immediate family. 
3.​ Participation in a school-related activity that has received prior approval by the principal. 
4.​ Approved religious holidays. 
5.​ Special circumstances cleared in advance by the administration in accordance with local board policies. 

 
UNLAWFUL ABSENCES 
Unlawful absence is defined to mean a student’s willful absence from school without the knowledge of a parent, or a 
student’s absence from school without acceptable cause with the knowledge of the parent.   
 
 
ABSENCES AND EXCUSES 
A note from a parent/guardian, physician, dentist or other recognized licensed/certified medical practitioner or legal officer 
is required for each absence.  The note shall be dated and shall include the date(s) of absence(s), the reason(s) for the 
absence(s), telephone number of the parent/guardian and the required signature. Students are not allowed to miss more 
than ten (10) days unless there is verifiable documentation for each absence above 10. Verifiable documentation must be 
received within three (3) days from the date of return to school and is defined as a written statement from an appropriate 
agency, physician or dentist.  The required parent notes are not considered documentation for absences above 10 
days.  
 
Intervention for Unlawful Absences 

1.​ Upon a student accumulating three (3) consecutive or a total of five (5) unexcused absences, the student 
is considered truant.  A letter will be sent to the parent/guardian requesting a meeting.  Administration 
will meet with the parents/guardian and/or student to develop a plan to improve attendance. 

2.​ Upon two or more unexcused absences, the student will then be considered a habitual truant and a 
District Attendance Plan will be implemented with the District Truancy Officer, parent/guardian and 
student. 

3.​ Upon two or more unexcused absences, the Truancy Officer will schedule a Truancy tribunal meeting to 
be held at the District Office. Refusal to participate in the tribunal will result in an automatic referral to 
court. 

4.​ Upon one or more unexcused absence, District/School Administration shall send the student (ages 12-17) 
to the Edgefield County School District Alternative Program for a minimum of 45 school days.  Refusal to 
attend the Alternative Program will result in the automatic referral to court. 

5.​ Once at the Alternative Program, if a student accumulates an additional unexcused absence, the Truancy 
Officer will refer parents/guardian and the  student to court. 

 
TARDINESS 
When a student reports to school late, after 7:40, he/she must sign in at the office.  A parent/guardian needs to come in 
with the student and explain the reason for the tardiness.  If a child has a doctor’s appointment, an excuse should be 
presented to the attendance clerk so the tardiness is excused. The same excuses used for absences are accepted for 
tardiness.  Those students without an acceptable excuse will be credited with an unexcused tardy and will be subject to 
disciplinary action.  
  



Tardiness to class interrupts learning time for the entire class.  Students should organize their materials and use their time 
wisely before school, at lunch, and after school to keep trips to lockers and other stops to a minimum.  All students should 
be seated in their seats and ready for instruction at the designated time for class to begin.  Students tardy to class must 
get a pass from the teacher with whom they were in conference.  This is the only excuse acceptable.  Going to the nurse, 
locker or restroom is not acceptable.  If a student needs to go to the nurse or restroom permission must be obtained from 
the teacher prior to going to avoid tardiness to class.  The office will not write passes except for late arrivals to school.  
Those without passes, who are late to class, are credited with an unexcused tardy by the teacher and will be subject to 
disciplinary action. 
 
Being picked up late from school puts your child and other children at risk because there is no guarantee that an adult will 
be available to supervise. Middle school is a very busy place with meetings, activities, clubs, etc. taking place many days 
after school. If your child is not attending an organized school function after school, he/she must leave the premises in a 
bus or car in a timely manner.  Any student not picked up by 3:35 will be taken to after care and a fee will apply.  
 
 
ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL 
Bus and car students may arrive at school no earlier than 7:10am. Bus students must enter the building through the front 
entrance of the school and report to the gym. Car riders will enter through the canteen door at the rear entrance and 
report to the gym.  Students may go to breakfast upon arriving at school and then report to the gym. *Car riders that 
arrive after 7:40 a.m. must enter through the front entrance.  No student should be dropped off in the front of the 
school prior to 7:40. 
 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
Students will not be allowed to leave school with anyone except a parent, guardian, or previously authorized 
person. A valid state id must be provided. Please make sure that you list anyone who might pick up your child during the 
registration process. If a parent needs someone else to pick up a student, arrangements should be made in person or far 
enough in advance for school personnel to verify the request.  A written note should also be sent if someone other than 
the ones you listed is going to pick up your child.  The responsible person must sign out all students leaving early in 
the front office. Students may NOT ride a bus other than the one designated for their home address. **There will 
be no early dismissals after 2:45 pm.   
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARENTS TO GET INVOLVED AT MERRIWETHER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
At MMS we love when parents and community members want to join us in our efforts to make MMS the best school 
possible. We encourage parents to join our PTO and our School Improvement Council (SIC). Please contact the front 
office for more information on how to get involved. (803-279-2511) A criminal background check is required for anyone 
who volunteers at MMS.  
 
VISITORS 
Parents and other members of the community are always welcome.  For the security of all, as well as to avoid disturbing 
the learning environment of the students, we ask that all visitors enter by way of the main office, sign in, and obtain a 
visitor’s pass before going to any other part of the building. Parents and other visitors may observe classes by obtaining 
permission from the administration. Observations of classrooms must adhere to the guidelines set forth in the district’s 
Classroom Observation Guidelines policy. For information regarding this policy, please contact administration. As part of 
this policy, a criminal background check is required.  We do ask that you not interfere with instruction.  If you have 
questions about what occurs in the classroom, please make an appointment to speak with the teacher and/or principal at 
a later time. Visitors endangering the safety or learning environment will be prohibited from further visitation.  Students 
from other schools may not be on the school’s campus without prior approval from the administration. 
 
Chaperones must sign in and obtain a visitor pass to attend all field trips. It is strongly encouraged for all adults 
intending to volunteer or chaperone a field trip to submit a background check early in the school year to avoid 
any confusion or inconvenience. All visitors and chaperones are subject to having their bags searched. 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to mentor and tutor students, speak to classes on your occupation, help copy, laminate, put up 
displays, etc.  Please let us know if you can help.  All volunteers must complete an application and submit to a 
background check and Board approval.  The forms may be picked up from the principal.  It is strongly encouraged for 
all adults intending to volunteer or chaperone a field trip to submit a background check early in the school year 
to avoid any confusion or inconvenience. 



 
SCHOOL COUNSELOR SERVICES 
School counselor service is available for all students.  Through individual, small group, and classroom counseling 
services, students are helped to better understand and accept their own individuality in relating to others, both in the 
classroom and socially.  The counselor assists students, teachers, and parents in understanding the student’s potential 
ability and achievement levels.  Both students and parents should feel free to consult with the counselor.  The counselor 
can assist parents in arranging conferences with teachers, but we recommend reaching out to the teacher before asking 
for assistance from the counselor.  Parents, teachers, and administrators may make referrals to guidance. Students are 
encouraged to get acquainted with the counselor.   
 
SPECIAL SERVICES 
Students with Special Health Care Needs 
Many health care services can be provided for students to keep them at school where they can learn and participate with 
other students.  Our goal is to provide information to parents and legal guardians about some of the services and 
programs available for addressing the health care needs of students during the school day to help students succeed in 
school.  It is important that the necessary health care information is shared with the appropriate people – as teachers on 
duty during recess, bus drivers, and cafeteria employees – to make sure that the students’ needs are met throughout the 
school day. 
 
Individual Health Care Plans or Individual Health Plans (IHPs) 
Individual health care plans are called health plans or IHPs.  School nurses who are registered nurses write IHPs to guide 
how a student’s health care needs will be met while at school.  The nurse works with the student, the student’s parents or 
legal guardians, the student’s health care provider, and other school staff to write the plan.  IHPs are written for students 
who have special health care needs that must be met by school staff during the day.  IHPs are also written for students 
who have been approved by the school district to self-medicate or self-monitor.  To learn more about IHPs, talk with your 
child’s school nurse or the Director of Special Services at 275-4601. 
 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) 
Section 504 is a federal law that requires public schools  to make adjustments so that students with certain disabilities can 
learn and participate in settings like other students who do not have disabilities.  To be eligible for services under Section 
504, a student must have a condition that substantially limits one or more major life activities.   A team decides if a student 
is eligible.  The team should include the student’s parent or legal guardian, the student (if able), and others who know the 
student or know about the student’s disability such as a teacher, a guidance counselor, a school nurse, or other school 
staff.  If the student is eligible, the team develops an individual accommodation plan.  The individual accommodation plan 
explains how the student‘s needs will be met while at school and may include health services for the student during the 
school day if needed.  To learn more about Section 504, contact the Director of Special Services at 275-4601. 
 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
Students, ages 3 through 21 years, may receive services under the IDEA if the student needs special education and 
related services to benefit from his or her educational program.  A team decides if a student qualifies for under the IDEA.  
The team includes the student’s parent or legal guardian, teachers, and other school staff.  The team develops an 
individualized education program (IEP) if the student meets federal and state requirements.  The IEP outlines a plan for 
helping the student receive a free appropriate public education and meet goals set by the team.  The IEP may include 
health services for the student during the school day if needed.  Contact the Director of Special Services at 275-4601 to 
learn more about the IDEA. 
 
Medical Homebound Instruction 
Medical homebound instruction is a service that is available for students who cannot attend school for a medical reason 
even with the aid of transportation.  A physician must certify that the student has such a medical condition but may benefit 
from instruction, and must fill out the medical homebound form that the school district provides.  The school district then 
decides whether to approve the student for medical homebound services.  The school district will consider the severity of 
the student’s illness or injury, the length of time that the student will be out of school, the impact that a long period away 
from school will have on the student’s academic success, and whether the student’s health needs can be met at school.  
To learn more about medical homebound services, contact the Director of Special Services at 803- 275-4601. 
 
HEALTH AND MEDICATIONS  
A full time registered nurse is on staff.  Sick students are to report to the health room after obtaining written permission 
from their teacher.  The nurse will assess the situation and call the parents if needed. Students are not to use the 



school telephone or cell phones to make calls or send texts from school. Students violating this policy will be 
disciplined according to the cell phone policy. In the event of an emergency, a school employee will make the 
necessary calls.  Please do not send students to school who are running a fever or who are too ill to function in class.  
Parents must give permission for the nurse to dispense over the counter medications such as for an upset stomach, 
headache, or sore throat to help keep students at school.  If a student needs to take medication during the school day, the 
parent or guardian must give written permission on a form obtained from the nurse, stating the medication, the dosage, 
and the time that the medicine should be taken.  The medicine must be brought to school in the original container and left 
in the health room with the form.  All medications should be brought to the nurse for dispensing.  No student 
should give medicine to another student or take any medicine that is given by another student.  Any student 
violating this procedure will be subject to disciplinary action. 
 
 
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER PROCEDURES 
 
MEDIA CENTER HOURS 
The media center is the nucleus of our school.  The regular hours for use are from 8:15 A.M. until 3:30 P.M.  Students may 
come to the media center throughout the day with permission and a SmartPass, including during their lunch and canteen 
time. 
 
LOST LIBRARY BOOKS 
It is the student's responsibility to return all library books. Any books not returned are the student's responsibility to pay for. 
Payments can be made in the library (cash or check only) or online through PowerSchool (credit card).  
 
DAMAGED LIBRARY BOOKS 
If a book is badly damaged and cannot be circulated, full replacement costs will be charged for the damaged book.  
Fines will be charged for damaged books that can still be circulated, including: torn book covers (up to $4), torn and 
damaged pages (ranging from $1 to full replacement cost), writing in books (ranging from $1 to full replacement cost), 
water damage (ranging 1/4 of replacement cost to full replacement cost), spine damage (up to $3), and missing barcode 
labels ($1 per label). 
 
SETTLEMENT OF LIBRARY ACCOUNTS 
Each student can check out up to two library books at a time. Students with overdue or lost library materials will not be 
allowed to check out additional library materials until the missing material is returned or the fine is paid. All fines and fees 
will be paid to the library media specialist. Money collected will be receipted and given to the bookkeeper to be credited to 
the library account. A copy of the receipt will be sent home with the student for your records. 
 
 
CHROMEBOOKS 
Each student will be assigned and issued a chromebook and charger by the school. These devices are for school 
instructional purposes. Chromebooks and chargers are housed at school each day and do not go home with students. If a 
student is absent or needs to take their device home for the day to finish assignments, he or she can check out their 
device overnight from their homeroom teacher. The student should return the device to school the following day. 
 
CHROMEBOOK DAMAGES 
 
Repair tickets must accompany all damaged devices.  The District Technology Committee will be the determining authority 
on the category of damage with feedback provided by school based teams via the principal.   

 
Chromebook Screen Replacement - $50 

Bezel around Screen - $25 
Chromebook Keyboard Replacement - $60 
Chromebook Keyboard Maintenance - $10 

Trackpad Replacement - $30 



Top Cover Replacement - $40 
Hinge Replacement - $15 

Charger Replacement - $25 
Chromebook Replacement - $250 to $380 depending on model 

 
Costs are estimates and subject to change. The age of the chromebook will also be considered. 

 
 
 
Acceptable Use Policy 

​​ (Revised April 2012)​
​
(For the purposes of this document there are two types of persons making use of District Technology; students 
and users.  Users are defined as anyone other than a Student who is granted access to District Technology.) 

​​ ​
Technology is a vital part of education and the curriculum in the School District of Edgefield County.  In an effort to 
promote learning and expand educational resources for students and employees, the District has made 
arrangements to provide access to technology for students and staff.  Technology includes calculators, any 
automated audiovisual equipment, any computer/media lab equipment, networking hardware and any computer 
hardware or software.  The technology in the District must be used in a responsible, efficient, ethical, and legal 
manner to support the mission of the School District of Edgefield County. 

​​ ​  
​
​ Accessing Inappropriate Sites​
​ ​ Student Internet activities will be monitored by the district to ensure students are not accessing inappropriate sites 
​ ​ that have visual depictions that include obscenity, child pornography or are harmful to minors.  The school district ​
​ ​ will use technology protection measures to protect students from inappropriate access. 

​​ ​
The internet can provide a vast collection of educational resources for students and staff.  Internet access is 
available for students and teachers in the School District of Edgefield County.  Our goal in providing this service is 
to promote educational excellence in schools by facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and communication. 

​​ ​
The internet is a global network; because information appears, disappears, and changes constantly, it is not 
possible to predict or control what students may locate.  Furthermore, the District makes no guarantees as to the 
accuracy of information received on the Internet.  Students will be under teacher's supervision while on the 
Internet. 

​​ ​
Social networking sites such as Snapchat, Facebook, Youtube, etc.  may have some educational values, but they 
are also havens for predators and are not controlled and/or monitored sufficiently so as to ensure the safety of the 
individuals using those sites.  Thus, it is the policy of this district to block all such sites to ensure the district 
remains in compliance with the CIPA (Children's Internet Protection Act).  If someone requires access to one of 
these sites, the Technology Department will consider each request to unblock said site on a case by case basis. 

​​ ​
 

​​ Reporting​
District and school computer technicians who are working with a computer and come across sexually explicit 
images of children must report this to local law enforcement.  The report must include the name and address of 
the owner in possession of the computer. 

​​ ​
With access to online computers and people all over the world, also comes the availability of material that may not 
be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school setting.  The School District of Edgefield 
County has taken precautions to block and/or filter controversial materials; however, on a global network, it is 
impossible to control all materials, and an industrious user may discover controversial information.  We firmly 
believe that the valuable information and interaction available on this worldwide network far outweighs the 
possibility that users may procure material that is not consistent with the education goals of the District. 



​​ ​
Vandalism of any technology will result in cancellation of privileges and possible disciplinary action.  Vandalism 
includes, but is not limited to, malicious damage to hardware, another users' data, installation of any software not 
explicitly approved by the Technology Department to include software intended to bypass any filtering or security 
systems in use by the School District. 

​​ ​
Online Behavior​
The district will educate minors about appropriate online behavior, including interacting with other individuals on 
social networking websites and in chat rooms and cyberbullying awareness and response. The superintendent or 
his/her designee will develop a program to educate students on these issues. 

​​ ​
Violation of the Acceptable Use Agreement will result in cancellation of privileges and possible disciplinary action.  
Malicious Internet immediately revokes any students' rights to technology access for the remainder of the school 
year.  Users will be dealt with on a case by case basis by their supervisor.  It should be noted that violations may 
occur in the spirit as well as in the physical realm. 

​​ ​
The effective use of technology requires responsible users to adhere to strict guidelines outlined in this 
Acceptable Use Agreement for Technology.  The signatures at the end of this document are legally binding and 
indicate the parties have read the terms and conditions carefully and understand their significance.  Violation of 
any of these guidelines will result in termination of accounts and future denial of access.   

​​  
​​ Students in the School District of Edgefield County, as well as District Personnel, will have access to the Internet 

and the other forms of technology available only if this Acceptable Use Agreement for Technology is signed by the 
Student's parent/guardian or District Personnel and is on file at the school.  Physical damage to any Technology 
related equipment (to include software) resulting from willful neglect or negligence may result in the District taking 
action to recoup the funds necessary to replace and/ or repair said equipment (or software).  Such action would 
only be undertaken after Board approval. 

​​ ​
Students from Middle School through High School will be issued individual usernames and passwords in order to 
log in at school the individual is attending. The generic account named Student will no longer be available for 
widespread use.  By giving students individual accounts, we hope to eliminate many of the problems inherent in 
using generic account names.  This also means each student is responsible for ensuring his or her account 
information is protected.  Students are not to give out their passwords to other students, doing so is in direct 
violation of this agreement and will be handled just like any other violation. 

​​ ​
As necessary, students will be taught how to use the PCs available in each district facility. Each school/facility is 
responsible for ensuring the students using the PCs understand exactly what each student is doing when using a 
district PC.  If it is found that a significant number of students need assistance that cannot be provided by the 
school/facility, then the school/facility and the technology department will work together to ensure such assistance 
is made available.  The technology department does not and cannot be the initiator in such cases; it is up to 
school personnel to identify such issues and contact the technology department in order to begin the process of 
planning and implementing such training. 

​​ ​
As technology advances, this document will be updated to meet the needs of the providers and the users. 

​​ ​
Specific Internet Use Rules:​
Students may use the Internet for school assignments and will not upload or download any files, pictures, text, 
music, or sound not directly related to educational goals or teacher-assigned projects. 

​​ ​
Users will verify permission to use any pictures, files, text, music, or sound taken from Internet sites related to 
educational goals with a hard copy.  Bibliographical information must be cited.  Any use of copyrighted sites where 
permission cannot be obtained (you MUST have attempted to obtain said permission) will be in violation of the 
District Acceptable Use Agreement (unless said copyrighted information is used for a one-time educational 
project, and then promptly discarded after the project's completion). 

​​ ​
Only approved list servs or chat rooms with educational value may be accessed by students with direct 
supervision.  A staff member requiring the assignment must also be a member of the list serv or chat room. 



​​ ​
Students and Users understand that data stored or transmitted on desktop computers and laptops will be 
monitored. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will not transmit any material in violation of any federal or state laws or regulations to include 
but not limited to, copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, material protected by trade secret, sexual 
harassment or other forms of discrimination. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will not knowingly access pornographic, weapon/bomb-making, or other inappropriate sites 
on the Internet.  Students and users understand there is no guarantee of "privacy" when using any school 
technology such as e-mail, internet searching, etc. 

​​ ​
Students and Users may not violate the statutes pertaining to students' rights to privacy; neither students nor 
users may give out home addresses, telephone numbers, pictures, credit card numbers, or any other information 
deemed personal. 

​​ ​
Students and Users may not make use of software or websites that bypass the District proxy server and/or 
internet filters.  Violators will be identified and dealt with on a case by case basis.  Punishment for such infractions 
will result in a loss of computer use privileges but may also include civil and/or criminal charges depending on the 
nature of the violation. 

​​ ​
 

​​ Specific E-mail Use Rules:​
Students are prohibited from accessing personal e-mail accounts. Students will be issued a student e-mail 
account only for approved classes and assignments. 

​​ ​
Students and Users understand that data stored or transmitted on desktop computers and laptops can be 
monitored. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will not transmit any material in violation of any federal or state laws or regulations to include, 
but not limited to, copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, material protected by trade secret, sexual 
harassment or other forms of discrimination. 

​​ ​
Users may not violate the statutes pertaining to students’ rights to privacy; users may not give out home 
addresses, telephone numbers, pictures, or credit card numbers.​
Students and Users will not use profanity, obscenity, or other language that may be offensive to other students or 
users. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will report receipt of any inappropriate e-mails or abuse of school technology to the building 
principal or supervisor. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will adhere to e-mail etiquette and understand that all e-mails reflect the views of the school 
district as each e-mail carries the district’s email address.​
Users understand that there is no guarantee of “privacy” when using any school technology such as e-mail, 
Internet searching, etc. 

​​ ​
Specific Network Use Rules:​
Students (where applicable) and Users will accept the responsibility of safeguarding their passwords. 

​​ ​
Students and Users are prohibited from accessing or modifying any network files or programs without appropriate 
authorization. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will not vandalize the data files belonging to the School District of Edgefield County or to 
anyone else.. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will not alter any network files or jam the network, such as with, but not limited to chain 
letters, spam mail, viruses, etc. 



​​ ​
All licensing guidelines will be adhered to when loading network software. 

​​ ​
Repair charges will be assessed to anyone who intentionally damages the network or any network hardware or 
software. 

​​ ​
Specific Hardware Use Rules:​
Students and Users understand that data stored or transmitted on desktop computers and laptops can be 
monitored. 

​​ ​
Students and Users may not change/rearrange icons, screensavers, setups, and settings. 

​​ Students and Users will adhere to all copyright laws when using a scanner. 
​​ ​

Students and Users will not vandalize the physical property belonging to the School District of Edgefield County or 
to anyone else. 

​​ ​
Students and Users will limit the use of video and digital cameras to only those uses that support the mission of 
the district. 

​​ ​
Repair charges will be assessed to anyone for damage or intentional misuse of any district equipment to include, 
but not limited to, computers, scanners, LCD projectors, and digital cameras. 

​​ ​
Vandalism of hardware includes, but is not limited to, removal of the mouse ball and/or mouse, deliberate erasing 
of files and/or data, placing foreign objects such as paper clips in disk/CD drives, and removing or altering 
keyboard key(s) is prohibited. 

​​ ​
Specific Software Use Rules:​
Removable media (floppy disks, Compact Discs, USB Flash Drives (Thumb drives) not owned by the 
school/district must be scanned for viruses before they are put in use in school/district owned equipment. 

​​ ​
Students and Users may not copy commercial software and/or violate copyright laws. 

​​ ​
Only legally purchased software with proper licensing documentation on file may be loaded on school computers. 

​​ ​
Off-Campus Conduct:​
Students, parents/legal guardians, teachers and staff members should be aware that the district may take 
disciplinary actions for conduct initiated and/or created off-campus involving the inappropriate use of the Internet 
or web-based resources if such conduct poses a threat or substantially interferes with or disrupts the work and 
discipline of the schools, including discipline for student harassment and bullying. 

 
 
TELEPHONE CALLS 
​ Students are not to use the school telephone or cell phones to make calls or send texts from school. 

Students violating this policy will be disciplined according to the cell phone policy. In the event of an 
emergency, a school employee will make the necessary calls.  In case of illness, the nurse will make the 
necessary call. Students will not be called to answer the phone during school hours.  Emergency messages from the 
parents or guardian may be left with the school secretary.  We strongly encourage that all arrangements be made 
in advance to avoid the necessity for phone calls.  

 
EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING 
When inclement weather occurs prior to the school day, the district administrators will decide if school will open or remain 
closed.  This decision will be broadcast on area radio and television stations. (92.7-WKSX Radio, WJBF TV (6), WRDW 
TV (12), WGAT (26). We will also use social media to make necessary posts regarding school closings when necessary. 
 

 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 

1.​ All fees must be paid by the date set for an activity/field trip. 



2.​ We gladly accept your checks. However, in the event your check is returned, you will be contacted by the school 
to settle the check amount plus any additional fees charged to the school by the banking system. 

3.​ All checks should be made for the correct amount and made payable to Merriwether Middle School. (Unless 
specified; Ex. Picture money, t-shirt orders, etc.) 

4.​ Parents of any student who has a financial obligation to the school/district (i.e.,lost textbooks, library books, 
damaged technology devices, fees, fundraiser money, etc.) that is not cleared within the prescribed time will be 
notified.  Failure to fulfill this obligation or have a plan approved by the school or district authority will result in 
sanctions being taken by the school/district to collect the outstanding obligation. 

5.​ Students who owe a fine or restitution to the school must make a settlement that is satisfactory to the 
administration prior to a report card being issued or a transcript being mailed for that student. 

 
INSURANCE 

The option to purchase school accident insurance is offered from the beginning of school through mid-October.  
Information will be sent home with each student for parents to review and to make a decision.  The insurance policy is 
an agreement between the insurance company and the parents enrolling. Parents should purchase insurance for 
proper coverage during school hours. 
 

FUNDRAISING / SOLICITATION  
Fundraising is strictly prohibited unless it is a school-sponsored fundraiser and has been approved by the 
principal. 
 
 

POSTING OF NOTICES 
All notices posted by students or others are to be cleared through the principal.  
 
 

FEES 
 
​ Locker Rental Fee- $5.00 

Lost/Damaged  Locks- $5.00 
Yearbook – To be announced 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
All personal belongings should be marked for identification.  The lost and found area for most items is in the front 
office.  At the end of each nine weeks, all items will be donated to the needy.  For lost textbooks, students should 
check with the teacher who issued the book.  All books found will be given to the issuing teacher.  Students cannot 
receive an additional book/device until the lost book is paid for.  Electronics, including cell phones and any 
non-essential school items, are not to be brought to school unless prior approval from the administration has been 
given.  The school does not accept responsibility or liability for loss or damages incurred or if an “illegal” item is stolen.  
This includes large sums of money.   
 

LOCKERS 
 
Use of student lockers is a privilege.  Teams will determine when students are permitted to use their lockers.  It is the 
responsibility of the student to manage locker time effectively and report to class on time.  Only school-owned locks 
may be used.  If you have a problem with your locker or lock, report it promptly to the Assistant Principal.  
Lost/damaged locks may be replaced for $5.00 in the office.  Lockers are not to be shared and should remain locked 
at all times.  The school is not responsible for lost or stolen items left in a locker. All lockers are school 
property and may be searched when there is any suspicion that the locker might contain contraband. 

●​ Students are to keep lockers locked at all times. 
●​ Students are not to “pop” locks. 
●​ Students are not to share lockers. 
●​ Students are not to trade lockers. 
●​ Students are to use only the assigned lock. 
●​ Students are only to go to lockers during assigned times. 
●​ Students are not to share their locker combination with anyone.  

*Students who violate these conditions will be denied locker use. 
 



TEXTBOOKS/DEVICES  
All state adopted textbooks are rent free to students.  Each student is responsible for returning his or her textbooks in 
that same condition. If the book is returned damaged or with markings not noted at issue, the student must pay a fine.  
If a book is lost or damaged, the cost will be determined by the schedule provided by the State Department of 
Education.  Periodic checks will be held throughout the year.  Students will not be issued another book/devices 
until the lost book/device has been paid for.  The student is responsible for his/her textbooks/devices even if the 
books are stolen from a locker or book bag. Students may be denied certain privileges until books/devices have been 
accounted or paid for.  See the textbook coordinator for textbook concerns or if you have special needs. 

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
All middle school students will take physical education classes each year, except in rare circumstances where 
scheduling does not permit.  In addition to the classroom rules of the physical education classes, students must dress 
out for class.  Athletic shoes must be worn.  No street shoes will be allowed on the gymnasium floor.  The physical 
education teachers will give specific guidelines as to the proper type and length of clothes.  Failure to dress out will 
reflect in a student’s grade in the PE class. 

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH EDUCATION 
​ Comprehensive Health Education is optional for students and parents will be notified in advance of when this will ​
​ occur so that they have the ability to opt out for their child if they so desire. 

 
FLOWERS/SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
​ School is the place for learning and where every student is valued.  No deliveries to the school are allowed. 

 
 
ACADEMIC INFORMATION 

Each student will be assigned to a team of teachers who will instruct him/her in the areas of language arts, math, 
science, and social studies.  In addition to the core academics, students will be offered exploratory and elective 
classes. Additional academic assistance for qualifying students is offered through our special services department 
and computer-assisted instruction.  
 

GRADING 
The same numerical grading system is consistently used throughout the district. 
A= Excellent   (90-100) 
B= Above Average (80-89) 
C= Average (70-79) 
D= Passing but needs improvement (60-69) 
F= Failing (59- and below) 
 

 

 
 
As a district, we believe we should meet students at their instructional levels and move them to the next level 
through rigorous and challenging coursework aligned with each student's individual needs.  Additionally, we 
want to communicate as clearly and often as possible about how each child is doing and our expectations for 
student success. Specifically, we believe students, teachers, and parents are partners in the learning process 
and everyone involved needs to understand where each student is performing academically and how to help 
them reach their individual goals. In this endeavor to begin the shift to mastery-based assessment practices in 
order to provide more accurate information (grades) to parents and students about a student’s 
knowledge/mastery of grade level content, we have developed a set of district-wide assessment and grading 



practices for students in grades 6-12. Based on research and best practices, mastery has been defined as a 
grade of 80 or above. 
 

Grade Categories and Weights:  

Grading Category Grading Weights 

Check for Understanding/Homework 5% of quarter grade 

Formative Assessments 35% of quarter grade 

Summative Assessments 60% of quarter grade 

 

Note: At the beginning of the year, a teacher may choose to opt out of the Check for Understanding/HW 
category, which would result in a grading scale of 40% formative and 60% summative. Teachers will 
decide this at the beginning of the year and seek administrator approval.  
 
Assessment Definitions & Descriptions:  
 

●​ Check for Understanding/Homework (CFU/HW): 5%  
CFU:  

●​ Assignments used to guide instruction and the instructional needs of students (i.e., exit 
tickets, homework; and/or verbal and written responses, etc.) 

●​ Graded for completion 
●​ Given at the teacher’s discretion 

 
Homework: (board policy IKB has been revised and adopted by the board) 

 
Assigned homework should be a quality learning opportunity that prepares students for 
engaging learning experiences and provides opportunities for students to practice necessary 
skills to reinforce learning outside of the classroom. 

 
The following practices will be applied to homework assignments: 

 
●​ Graded for completion; 
●​ A continuation of classwork, unfinished classwork or reinforcement of skills/ content; 
●​ May be assigned at any time based on instructional needs; and 
●​ Assigned homework grades will be included in the CFU/HW category which is weighted 

5%; 
●​ The following will be considered when assigning homework:  

○​ online/offline resources,  
○​ paper/pencil options,  
○​ resources at home, and  
○​ support at home. 

 
●​ Formative Assessments: 35% 



○​ Formative assessments are defined as assessments for students to practice and to 
inform instructional steps towards mastery of standards/skills. (i.e., quizzes, initial drafts, 
minor lab assignments, and other practice assignments, etc.) 

■​ Q1-Q3: Students will have between 6-12 formative assignments per nine 
weeks  

■​ Q4: Students will have between 4-10 formative assessments 
●​ Summative Assessments: 60% 

○​ Summative assessments are defined as “end performance” assessments that are used 
to determine student mastery of a set of standards and/or skills. (i.e., tests, final drafts of 
writing assignments, projects, major lab assignments, performance assessments, and 
presentations, etc.) 

■​ Q1-Q3: Students will have between 3-5 summative assessments per nine 
weeks  

■​ Q4: Students will have between 2-4 summative assessments 

Grading Practices:  

●​ All assignments will be converted to a 100 point scale prior to being recorded in the gradebook.  

●​ Assignments will only be entered into Gradebook one time and may not be duplicated or recorded more 
than once.  

●​ Teachers use professional judgment when designing their assessments in order to effectively promote 
learning for each student and to determine if reassessment is most appropriate to accurately reflect the 
student's mastery of the learning objectives. 

●​ Retakes  
○​ Any summative may be retaken if the original score is below an 80 and the student completes 

remediation/tutoring. 
○​ Students can be disqualified from a retake if any of the following occurred:  

■​ Cheating/Plagiarism 
■​ First attempt was incomplete or unsatisfactory (student left items blank, wrote IDK, etc.)  
■​ Formatives have been consistently turned in past deadlines 
■​ Student has not participated in class (sleeping, refusal to complete assignments, etc) 

○​ Students must make arrangements with the teacher within 5 school days of grade being posted 
in PowerSchool and must retake summative assessment within 10 school days of the grade 
being posted in PowerSchool. Students maintain eligibility for retakes on assignments and 
assessments in which grades are not posted by the teacher in the required timeframe. See final 
bullet of this section for teacher deadlines to post grades. 

○​ The retake should be scored for accuracy.  The accurate grade should be recorded. Since 
research indicates that a minimum score of 80 represents mastery, and in an effort to maintain 
the integrity of strong work ethic while also checking for mastery, the maximum grade that can 
be earned on a retake is an 80. The retake grade should replace the original grade if it is 
higher than the original grade. 

○​ High School Credit Final Exams and Major Projects are excluded from retakes. 
○​ Teachers have the discretion on whether or not to offer retakes on any formative assessments, 

following the same criteria for summative retakes.  



○​ For students with disabilities, it is the responsibility of the classroom teacher to administer 
retakes.  Retakes should not be given to the Resource/Special Education teacher to administer, 
as their time must be spent providing services outlined in the student’s IEP.  

 
●​ Extra credit and group grades will not be given.    

●​ Final grades at the end of quarter, semester, and year should reflect the grade earned. 

●​ Grades/Feedback should be provided to students and entered into Powerschool grade book within 
seven school days of due date or assessment. An exception will be made when a student is absent 
and Policy JH has been applied for makeup work purposes.  

Deadlines 

●​ If Absent: 
○​ Students must make arrangements with the teacher within 5 school days of returning to school 

and complete work within 10 school days.  
●​ If Present and assignment is not submitted (late work): 

○​ For graded assignments, a grace period of 1 school day will be given (after one day, teacher 
discretion will apply) 

○​  If work is not submitted by the teacher’s deadline, assignment will drop a letter grade each day 
after; the highest grade will be a 50; 

○​ If assignment is still not submitted, the zero stays; 
○​ Grades are final when quarter is locked.  

*It is the school’s responsibility to provide time within the school day and outside of the school day 
for remediation and tutoring.  Procedures should be in place to notify parents of these opportunities 
and communicate progress (or concerns) at various times throughout the year including Parent 
Portal, Interims, Report Cards and individual student notifications as needed (Ex. phone calls or 
emails). If a student is performing below grade level standards, parents should be informed and kept 
abreast, prior to the interim and/or report card distribution.  

Intercession/Summer School 
Please encourage your child to do their absolute best academically.  Students who are not performing to standard will be 
invited to attend intercession during breaks.  At the end of the year if the student has failed a core subject, the student will 
be encouraged to attend summer school.  Fees for intercession and summer school are as followed: 

$75 for Intersession 
$150 for Summer School 

 
 
English I,  Geometry with Statistics, German,Vet Science and Animal Care, and Honors Art 

Recommended students (based on data) may take English I, Geometry with Statistics, German, Vet Science and 
Animal Care, and Honors Art for high school credit in the 8th grade.    
 

Band  
Band is offered for students who are interested in taking a music course.  

 
DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 

 
Students are expected to behave in a manner that does not interfere with instruction and maintain a mutual respect 
for others.  This document includes our newly revised district Discipline Code of Conduct that defines acceptable 

https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=edgefield&s=416769


standards of behavior and the consequences for noncompliance.  Parents and students are expected to comply with 
all aspects of the discipline code. Parents and students should carefully read this code and return the necessary 
signed papers to the school showing that they have read and understand it.   
 

GENERAL SCHOOL-WIDE RULES 
At Merriwether Middle School, we do things: “The Mustang Way” 

�​ BE ON TIME. 

�​ BE RESPECTFUL. 

�​ DO THE RIGHT THING. 

�​ DO YOUR ABSOLUTE BEST! 

*We also believe that there are NO EXCUSES for students to be unkind! 

�​ Read and follow all handbook regulations and the Code of Conduct for Edgefield County. 

�​ Follow instructions of any teacher or staff member the first time given. 

�​ Be on time and in an assigned area at all times. 

�​ Avoid disorderly conduct that could cause bodily harm or damage to property, or interruptions of instruction. 

�​ Walk on the right side of the hallway at all times. 

�​ Be quiet in the halls and do not disturb others. 

�​ Keep our school and grounds clean and free of litter and graffiti. 

�​ Personal grooming is to be done in the restroom only. 

�​ Food and drinks may only be consumed in the cafeteria or canteen unless in a spill-proof water bottle.   

�​ Leave unnecessary items at home.  Students who have unnecessary items at school (electronics, toys, 
games, etc, will be subject to disciplinary policies as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct).  

�​ The school is not responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen items.  
 
CAFETERIA BEHAVIOR 

All students are expected to behave as responsible citizens in the cafeteria.  Specifically, students should not: 
1.​ Break in line or change lines. 
2.​ Play with or throw food. 
3.​ Be excessively loud. 
4.​ Leave the table without clearing trays and trash. 
5.​ Display poor table manners. 
​ Students entering the cafeteria to eat lunch should go directly to the lunch line.  
​ No outside food will be allowed to be delivered to students during school hours.  
 

 
DRESS CODE 
      The orderly conduct of the educational process requires that the clothing and grooming of students not be distracting, 

disruptive, or provocative.  We believe that children who have positive self-concepts tend to be better students and 
consequently better citizens when their formal education has been completed.  Positive self-concepts are enhanced 
when students wear appropriate clothing to school.  Any style of clothing tending toward immodesty, exposure, or 



excessive emphasis of body features will not be considered appropriate dress for school.  Students are encouraged to 
take pride in their appearance with proper grooming and dress.  Our main concern is that students dress so that their 
appearance will not distract from the learning process in the classroom. 

​  
●​ Bare shoulders must be covered with some type of sweater, jacket, or cover-up if narrow straps are the 

only covering for the shoulders.  Straps must be at least three fingers wide. 
●​ Skirts and shorts must be fingertip length. This rule also applies to shorts for boys. 
●​ Skirts that have slits in them are not allowed unless the top of the slit is fingertip length. 
●​ Any article of clothing deemed by the administration to be too low cut, too short, too tight, or too exposing 

of skin will not be allowed. 
●​ Leggings, jeggings, or anything similar are not appropriate to wear to school as primary attire unless the 

top being worn covers the front side and back side completely, even when sitting. Tops worn with leggings 
should be fingertip length. 

●​ Holes above the knees in jeans, pants, shorts, etc. are not acceptable unless additional clothing is worn 
underneath so that no skin is showing.  

●​ Sagging pants are not permitted.  All pants must be worn at the natural waistline. 
●​ Hoods on sweatshirts must be removed once a student enters the building. 
●​ T-shirts that have vulgar or obscene language, vulgar or obscene pictures or gestures, gang-related, 

alcohol or drug related logo, or politically oriented logos are not accepted.  Additionally, tank tops, 
see-through and/or very tight blouses, and midriff – revealing blouses are unacceptable. 

●​ Undergarments must be worn at all times. 
●​ No mesh (see through) or muscle shirts or top shall be worn without an appropriate undergarment.  Tank 

tops are not an appropriate undergarment for muscle or mesh shirts. 
●​ Any article of clothing or type of dress not covered above but causing a disruption is prohibited.  The 

school will require the student to change any article(s) of clothing determined to be disruptive, distracting, 
suggestive, or inappropriate to the school setting. 

●​ Hats are not allowed to be worn, except on hat day.  Hats, stocking caps and/or bandanas are not to be 
worn at school. On occasion, the school will sponsor events such as “Hat Day.” Students will be notified of 
these events in advance. 

●​ Sweat bands may only be worn during PE time. No bandanas may be worn.  
●​ Flip-flops or any shoe considered unsafe for school wear are discouraged at school. 
●​ State Health Regulations require that shoes and shirts must be worn at all times in a public building. 
●​ No pajamas, nightgowns, or bedroom slippers are to be worn at school. Blankets are also not permitted. 
●​ No heavy chains are to be worn at school.  
●​ No grills of any kind are allowed in a student’s mouth. 
●​ Light-up clothing and/or shoes will not be permitted at school.  
●​ The Student Dress Code applies to school sponsored trips and after school activities (games, 

dances, etc.) unless students are notified otherwise. 
 

Every possible situation cannot be addressed in this code; therefore, the administration reserves the right to 
make amendments deemed necessary for the welfare of the school.  No student will be allowed to attend 
class improperly dressed.  Students not following the dress code will be sent home to change, or parents 
must bring them appropriate clothes. If parents are unable to be reached or are unable to bring the student a 
change of clothing, the student will be placed in the ISS room for the day.  Repeat offenses will result in 
disciplinary action taken by the administration.  The administration reserves the right to use his/her 
discretion in all matters of disciplinary action, including dress code issues. 

 
 

BOOK BAGS 
Students may have a mesh or solid book bag. No rolling book bags are permitted in middle school. Students are not 
permitted to have their book bags, duffle bags, or cinch sacks in classrooms. Small purses may be carried. 
 
 

DEMONSTRATION OF AFFECTION 
Students are to refrain from body contact with one another to show affection.  There will be no touching, arms around 
each other, kissing or holding hands at school and during school related activities.  Violators will be disciplined at the 
discretion of the principal. 
 



POSSESSION OF CELL PHONES 
Policy JICJ Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices 
Issued 11/24 
 
Purpose: To define parameters and establish administrative rules for possession and use of personal 
electronic communication devices within district and school premises, in compliance with the General 
Appropriations Bill, H. 5100 of 2024, Proviso 1.103. 
 
Definitions: 
1. “Personal electronic device” means any device utilized to access the internet, wi-fi, cellular 
telephone signals, or to capture images or video. This includes, but is not limited to, cell phones, 
smart watches, tablets, iPads, and gaming devices. 
2. “Personal Electronic Device accessories” include any wired or wireless accessory or wearable 
technology that connects to a device and any other accessory commonly used in conjunction with 
a personal electronic device. 
3. “School day” is defined as the period of time that a student is present on the school campus 
from their arrival (i.e., tardy bell) until afternoon dismissal at the end of the instructional day. This 
includes field trips that occur during regular school hours or designated by school leadership. 
4. “Access” is defined as viewing, holding, wearing, or otherwise using a device for the purpose of 
communication, internet access, gaming, recording, or any other function commonly associated 
with devices. 
 
Policy: 
1. During the school day, students are prohibited from accessing their personal electronic devices. 
Students may not wear or access device accessories during the school day. Employees are 
expected to strictly enforce this policy at all times. 
2. Students must store their devices and device accessories in lockers, backpacks, or as 
otherwise directed by the school administration during the school day. It is not permissible for 
students to carry devices on their person, including jackets, pants, and other clothing items. 
3. Devices must be powered off during the school day. 
4. Exceptions: 
a. If explicitly required by a student’s IEP, Medical Plan, or 504 plan, the student shall be 
allowed to access their personal electronic device for medically or educationally necessary 
purposes as described and required for administration of the IEP, Medical Plan or 504 
plan. 
b. A student who is a member of a volunteer firefighting organization or emergency 
organization may be authorized to carry a device with written permission from the District 
Superintendent or designee. 
c. Classroom use may be authorized by the District Superintendent or designee in writing, 
only if aligned with standards-based educational objectives that cannot be reasonably 
achieved using district-owned devices. 
5. The district and school will not be responsible for loss, theft, or damage to an electronic device. 
 
Prohibited Uses 
The following are examples of improper use which are prohibited during any school-related function: 
●​ Harassment, threats, intimidation 
●​ Electronic forgery 
●​ Cyberbullying/cyber threats 
●​ Invasion of personal rights 
●​ Cheating or violating academic integrity 
●​ Illegal behavior 
●​ Inappropriate language and/or image communication 
●​ Accessing social media sites 
●​ Taking pictures or videos without express school-based administrative permission 
●​ Uploading any picture or video taken in class to any social media site or website 
●​ Accessing mobile web browsing for any reason unless directed by teacher 
 
Privacy and Consent 



●​ Students and staff members will not photograph or videotape other individuals at school or at school-sponsored 
activities without their knowledge and consent, except for activities considered to be in the public arena. 

●​ Use of devices is strictly prohibited in locker rooms and restrooms. 
 
Parent/Guardian Communication 
Office telephones are available throughout the school day for students who need to call parents/legal 
guardians. Parents/Legal guardians may contact students through the office. 
 
Use on School Buses 
Students are permitted to use their personal electronic devices on school buses while traveling to and 
from school. However, the following rules apply: 
1. Device use must not create a distraction for the bus driver. 
2. Students must use headphones or earbuds when listening to audio. 
3. Device volume must be kept at a level that doesn't disturb others. 
4. Students are responsible for their own devices; the school district is not liable for any loss, 
damage, or theft. 
5. All other school rules regarding appropriate content and behavior apply while on the bus. 
6. The bus driver or other school personnel may revoke device privileges if these rules are not 
followed. 
 
Consequences for Violations 
1st offense: Verbal warning, device powered off and put away. 
2nd offense: Device confiscated, returned to student at end of school day. Only an administrator has 
the authority to confiscate an electronic device. 
3rd offense: Device confiscated, parent/guardian must pick up, sign acknowledgment of policy. 
4th offense: Students will no longer be allowed to bring their cell phone or personal electronic device 
on campus for the remainder of the school year. Two days of in school suspension will be assigned. 
After 4th offense: Referral to Alternative School through In-house Hearing which could result in alternative placement 
 
Refusal to turn over a device to an administrator will result in two days of out-of-school suspension and the student 
will not be allowed to bring their device on campus for the remainder of the year. 
 
The school district reserves the right to view contents of electronic devices under certain 
circumstances, including reasonable suspicion of inappropriate or illegal content or activity. 
 
This policy will be included in the school district’s publication of comprehensive rules, procedures, and 
standards of conduct for schools and in the student handbook. 
 
Note: This policy supersedes any previous device or cell phone policies that may be in conflict with 
these guidelines. The school district may publish additional guidance or administrative rules as 
necessary to implement this policy with fidelity. 
 
Staff Expectations 
Teachers and staff are required to enforce the policy in its entirety. Failure to enforce this policy could 
result in formal reprimand via professionalism standards. 

   
 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
Sexual Harassment will be reported to a school administrator.  Administrators will determine consequences and/or 
punishment for sexual harassment cases referred to them. 

 
Dances/Field Trips/Sports 

Participation in dances and sports is a privilege. Participation could be denied if a student is continuously in 
violation of school/district rules. Field trips provide educational opportunities outside the normal classroom 
environment. Student attendance at these functions may be denied to those who choose to violate school 
policies.  In such cases, the student will participate in an alternate assignment that would allow the student 
the opportunity to concentrate on the same or similar content. 
 



All students should be picked up from after-school functions as soon as the dance, field trip, or sporting event is over. 
Students picked up late from these events will be unable to attend the next after-school function. If a student is left at 
an after-school function two times, the student may be prohibited from attending all after-school functions for the 
remainder of the year. 
 

Missing Assignments 
Students who do not turn in an assignment for any reason other than a lawful or excused absence will be 
required to complete the assignment during mentoring.  

 
 

2025 - 2026 Edgefield County Schools Discipline Code of Conduct - Middle Level  
 
Acts of disruptive conduct may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

•​ Level I - Simple Disorderly Conduct  
•​ Level II - Disruptive Conduct  
•​ Level III - Criminal Conduct  

 
Depending on the action of the student, in concert with the level of the offense, administrators should meet with the reporting staff 
member, and, if necessary, the student and the parent/legal guardian, and impose the appropriate consequence and/or establish an 
intervention plan and/or behavioral contract. Consequences that may be applied in cases of each level of disruptive conduct listed 
above may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
Parent Conference (PC) - A parent conference may be held in person, virtually, or over the phone to discuss the student’s actions and 
appropriate response or consequence.  Together, the school and parent, will create a restorative plan to support the student in making 
positive choices and moving forward from the incident. 
 
Lunch Detention (LD) - Lunch detention will be held in a designated area of the school.  During this detention the student and a staff 
member will have restorative conversations to support the student in making positive choices and moving forward from the incident. 
 
In School Suspension (ISS) - ISS is typically used for offenses that are more serious or when simple disorderly conduct becomes 
excessive.  Students are expected to complete their assignments or any assigned work while in ISS.  Students who misbehave during 
ISS will be referred to administration for further action that may include out-of-school suspension. 
 
Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) - OSS is used for serious offenses when a student’s presence at school may disrupt the learning 
process.  The decision to use OSS will be at the discretion of an administrator. 
 
Referral to a Hearing Officer (RHO) is a formal procedure that involves submitting a referral to an impartial hearing officer to 
provide recommendation to more significant violations of the code of conduct. The hearing officer acts as a neutral party who listens to 
both sides, reviews evidence, and makes a decision based on applicable laws and regulations.  
 
A Behavior Intervention Plan will be developed after three ISS and/or two OSS consequences have been assigned.  Excessive ISS and 
OSS offenses may result in a recommendation for alternative placement or expulsion. 
 
 

Level I – Simple Disorderly Conduct 
 
Disorderly conduct includes any activity in which a student engages that tends to impede orderly classroom procedures or instructional 
activities, orderly operation of the school, or the frequency or seriousness of which disturb the classroom or school. The provisions of 
this regulation apply not only to within school activities, but also to student conduct on school bus transportation vehicles, and other 
school sponsored activities. 

Consequences may be changed at the discretion of the administration.  Consequences that go beyond the third offense may 
result in an RHO.   

 
Level I-A Offenses (*The tardy policy starts over at the end of each semester.) 

●​ Classroom Tardiness 
●​ School Tardiness 

 



Level I-A Consequences 
Offense 1-2:     Attendance warning/parent notification. 
Offense 3-7:     One day of LD or AD per tardy. 
Offense 8-10:   1 Day ISS per tardy. (After the 9th tardy, an attendance meeting will be scheduled.) 
Offense 11:       One day of OSS and a parent conference. 

     Offense 12:       OSS with pending Referral to a School Level Hearing. (May result in alternative school recommendation) 
                       

Level I-B  Offenses 
●​ Cell Phone/Electronic Device Violation  
●​ ID/Dress Code Violation 
●​ Food Violation 

 
Level I-B Consequences 
Offense 1-2:     Warning (Devices will be returned at the end of the day) 
 
Offense 3-4:     LD or AD. (Devices must be picked up by a parent/guardian) 
Offense 5-6:     1 Day ISS per offense. (Devices must be picked up by a parent/guardian)  
Offense 7:        One day of OSS and a parent conference. 
Offense 8:        OSS with pending Referral to a School Level Hearing. (May result in alternative school recommendation) 
 

 
MMS Infraction System 

The basic enforcement procedures to be followed in dealing with disorderly conduct are: 
a. In cases of those infractions named in the above Category I/A-1 Offenses (Not following classroom or school 

rules), the following procedure may be applied: 

1st offense- Verbal warning, parent contact by the staff member observing the behavior. 

2rd offense- Lunch detention, parent contact. 

3rd offense- Referral to administration. Student will be assigned in-school suspension. 

4th offense- Referral to administration; Student will be suspended from school. 
 

Level 1-C 

EXAMPLES *  
Power   
School  
Code 

OPTIONS FOR CONSEQUENCES 
 (based on age and severity of offense)   

    

  1st 2nd 3rd 
1. Profanity- Obscene or profane language 
between or among students 

210 
 

LD 
2 days 

ISS 
1 day 

OSS   
           2 days 

1.​  Obscene Gesture 290 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
1 day 

OSS 
2 days 

3. Forgery- forgery/tampering – changing,  
signing or altering records or  documents of the 
school by any method 

011 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
             1 day 

OSS   
2 days 

4. Cutting class – an unauthorized  absence from 
an assigned class or  related activity 160 LD 

2 days 
ISS 

2 days 
OSS   

2 days 

5. Gambling – participation in games of chance 
for money and/other things  of value 630 LD 

2 days 
ISS 

2 days 
OSS   

2 days 

6. Truancy – 3 consecutive unlawful, 5  unlawful 
absences 151 Intervention Plan 

After-School 
Detention 

Intervention Plan 

Referral to Court 
Make up seat time after 

school 



Review 

7. Inappropriate behavior 017 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
2 days 

OSS   
2 days 

8. Leaving class -leaving class without 
permission  320 LD 

2 days 
ISS 

2 days 
OSS   

2 days 

9. Dishonesty – the intentional giving  of false 
information, either verbally or  in writing to a 
school employee 

006 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
2 days 

OSS   
2 days 

10. Cheating - Cheating/Plagiarism  
 (Take paper, teacher calls the parent/guardian, 
and give the lowest recorded grade with 
Administrative Referral) 

190 ISS 
1 day 

ISS 
3 days  

OSS   
3 days 

11. Refusal to Obey/Defiant - Refusal to obey a 
reasonable request 270 LD 

2 days 
ISS 

2 days 
OSS   

2 days 

12. Horseplay  405 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
2 days 

OSS 
2 days 

13. Hit/Kick/Push  014 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
2 days 

OSS   
2 days 

14. Inappropriate Affection - Public displays of 
affection. 015 ISS 

1 days 
ISS 

3 days 
OSS   

3 days 

15. Inappropriate Physical Contact 022 ISS 
1  day 

               ISS 
2 days 

OSS 
3 days 

16. Loitering - Being in an unauthorized area 240 ISS   
         2 days 

ISS 
2 days 

OSS   
3 days 

17. Disrupting Class  007 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
2 days 

OSS   
3 days 

18. Computer Violation  220 LD 
2 days 

ISS 
2 days 

OSS   
3 days 

19. Possessing, distributing or selling materials 
unauthorized by the principal 002 LD 

2 days 
ISS 

2 days 
OSS   

            3 days 

 
Level II –  Disruptive Conduct 

 
Disruptive conduct includes those activities in which students engage that are directed against persons or property and the 
consequences of which tend to endanger the health or safety of themselves or others in the school. Some instances of disruptive 
conduct may overlap certain criminal offenses, justifying both administrative sanctions and court proceedings. The administration may 
reclassify disorderly conduct (Level I) as disruptive conduct (Level II) if the student engages in the activity three or more times.  The 
provisions of this regulation apply not only to within school activities, but also to student conduct on school bus transportation 
vehicles, and other school sponsored activities. Restitution of property and damages, where appropriate, should be sought by local 
school authorities. 

Consequences may be changed at the discretion of the administration. 
   

EXAMPLES *  
Power   
School  
Code 

OPTIONS FOR CONSEQUENCES 
 (based on age and severity of offense)   

    
  1st 2nd 3rd 



1. Threat - threatening to assault students - written 
/verbal /electronic assault to other students 027 OSS  

3 days 
  OSS  
5 days   OSS pending RHO 

2.  Bullying -Bullying/Cyberbullying, retaliation for 
bullying/false accusations of bullying or intimidation 
 

651 Bullying 
652 Cyber 

bullying 
 

OSS  
3 days 

  OSS  
5 days   OSS pending RHO 

3. Vandalism – cutting, defacing, or in any way  
damaging property (minor) 760 ISS 

3 days 
  OSS  
5 days   OSS pending RHO 

4. Stolen Property - Stealing or Possession of stolen 
goods 740 ISS 

3 days 
  OSS  
5 days   OSS pending RHO 

5. Tobacco Violation -  smoking/Tobacco – use or 
possession of tobacco or tobacco alternative products 
(including electronic cigarettes/vapor pens) on school 
premises 

230 OSS  
3 days 

OSS  
5 days 

OSS pending RHO 
 

6. Trespassing 750 OSS  
3 days 

OSS  
5 days   OSS pending RHO 

7. Fireworks - Possession of/or use of fireworks 010 OSS  
3 days 

OSS 
5 days   OSS pending RHO 

8. Leaving School - leaving school without 
permission 310 OSS 

3 days 
OSS  

5 days 
  

OSS pending RHO  

9. Fighting - fighting, instigating a fight or physical 
abuse  009 

OSS  
3 days 
(strict 

probation) 

OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

10. Sexual harassment - sexual harassment 
(verbal/written/physical) using sexual comments and 
suggestive physical contact to torment another person 

013 OSS  
5 days OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

11. Gang related activities, materials, etc.; which show 
support to any gang affiliate or show symbols of 
violence. 

250 OSS  
5 days OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

12. Contraband - Possession of contraband  004 OSS  
3 days OSS pending RHO  OSS pending RHO 

13. Computer Violation  (major) 220 ISS  
3 days 

OSS  
3 days OSS pending RHO 

14. Refusal to Obey/Defiant - 
Defiance/Insubordination – refusal to comply with a 
school personnel request 

270          ISS  
3 days 

OSS  
3 days OSS pending RHO 

15. Disrespect - Severe disrespect or directing 
profanity, vulgar language, ethnic/racial slurs, or  
obscene gestures toward adults, school staff, or 
visitors 

420 OSS  
2 days 

OSS  
5 days OSS pending RHO 

16. District Medication Violation  - possession of 
over the counter medication  031          ISS  

3 days 
OSS  

3 days  OSS pending RHO 

17. Possession/distribution/display of obscene images, 
literature, or pornographic materials (e.g., magazine, 
images on electronic devices, etc…)  

018 
Inappropriate 

Materials 
710 

Pornography 

OSS  
       3 days 

OSS 
5 days OSS pending RHO 



18. Other Offenses (Serious) 700 ISS  
3 days 

OSS  
3 days  OSS pending RHO 

19.  Illegally occupying, blocking, or willful 
destruction of school property (including school safety 
equipment) 

700 ISS  
3 days 

OSS  
3 days  OSS pending RHO 

20. Harassment - harassment of students/staff  012 OSS  
3 days 

OSS  
5 days OSS pending RHO 

21. Phone Violation - Using cellular devices to record 
students, faculty, and staff without permission, 
including fights and verbal altercations. 

330 OSS  
2 days 

OSS  
5 days  OSS pending RHO 

 
 

Level III – Criminal Conduct 
 
Criminal conduct includes those activities in which students engage that result in violence to themselves or to another's person or 
property or which pose a direct and serious threat to the safety of themselves or others in the school. These activities usually require 
administrative actions that result in the immediate removal of the student from the school, the intervention of law enforcement 
authorities, and/or action by the board.  The provisions of this regulation apply not only to within school activities, but also to student 
conduct on school bus transportation vehicles, and other school sponsored activities. Restitution of property and damages, where 
appropriate, should be sought by local school authorities. 
 

Consequences may be changed at the discretion of the administration. 
 
 

EXAMPLES *  
Power   
School  
Code 

CONSEQUENCES 
  

    

  1st 2nd 

1.​ Assault and battery that poses a serious threat of injury or 
results in physical harm.  (See Glossary) 

510 
520 

OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

2. Extortion -Extortion/Coercion/Blackmail – obtaining  
money or other things of value from an unwilling  person, or 
forcing an individual to act through  the use of force or threat 
of force 

600 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

3.  Bomb Threat - Bomb Threat/Intentional false fire 
alarm/Threat of violence to school  

260 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

4. Weapon -Possession, use, or threatening to use a *knife, BB 
gun, pellet gun, mace, *box cutters, or article that might be 
injurious to a person or property 

789 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

5. Weapon -Possession, use, or transfer of any kind of weapon 
in school or on school grounds, such as firearm or explosive 
device 

789 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

6. Vandalism - Vandalism or damage to a person or school 
property of a serious nature. (exceeding $100.00 in damage) 

760 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

7. Larceny/Theft, possession, or sale of stolen property of a 
serious nature. (exceeding $100.00) 

670 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 



8. Arson  500 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

9. Use of/Possession/Possession with intent to 
distribute/Selling illegal drugs, prescription  drugs, or 
alcoholic beverage, including paraphernalia/ facsimile 
(materials passed as  illegal drugs) and CBD oils and 
materials 

570 Distribution 

575 Usage 

580 Possession 

OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

10. Sexual offenses, violations, or misconduct -  including 
indecent exposure, sextortion, and offenses against 
common decency  

25 Sex 
Violation 

610 Forced 
Sex Offense 
690 Non 

Forced 
Offense 

     720  
prostitution 

OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

11. Gang Activity - Group or gang related fighting 250 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

12. Disturb School - Any activity that creates or has the 
potential of creating a major disruption of the school’s 
program. 

560 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

13. Threat - Threat of physical harm to any staff member.   027 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

14. Illegal use of technology (e.g., communicating a threat of 
a destructive device, weapon, or event with  the  intent  of  
intimidating,  threatening,  or  interfering  with  school  
activities  and  maliciously transmitting  sexual  images  of  
minors  other  than  images  of  the  student  or  images  
transmitted  with  the  uncoerced consent of the individual 
in the images). 

025 sexual 
027 threat 

220 
computer 
violation 
260 bomb 

threat 
330 phone 
violation 

OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

15. Other Offenses (Serious) Any activity in which students 
engage that result in violence to themselves or to another's 
person or property or which pose a direct and serious threat 
to the safety of the students themselves or others in the 
school. 

700  OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

16.  Threat - Threat of to harm another student beyond simple 
assault level  

027 OSS pending RHO OSS pending RHO 

As a reminder, students may be suspended or recommended for expulsion for first-time offenses or any act which is 
detrimental to the good order, best interest, and physical safety of the school. The student may be  disciplined according to 
the nature and degree of the offense or act at the discretion of the administration. 

 
*Weapons – Knives (Student action and Potential Consequences) 

 

Weapon  Intent  Consequences   
1st Offense 

Consequences  
2nd Offense 

Consequences   
3rd Offense 



Knife with blade less  
than 2” 

Possession,  
Self - Reported 

Parent Contact or   
Conference 

OSS 
5 days OSS pending RHO 

 Possession, 
Shown to others 

OSS 
5 days OSS pending RHO  

 Possession, 
Threat to others 

OSS pending RHO & 
Law  Enforcement   

Knife with  2.5” blade Possession,  
Self - Reported 

Parent Contact or   
Conference 

OSS 
5 days    OSS pending RHO 

 Possession, 
Shown to others 

OSS 
10 days  OSS pending RHO  

 Possession, 
Threat to others 

OSS pending RHO & 
Law   

Enforcement 
  

Knife with  3” or   
greater   
blade  

Possession,  
Self - Reported 

Parent Contact or   
Conference 

OSS 
5 days OSS pending RHO 

 Possession, 
Shown to others 

OSS 
10 days      OSS pending RHO  

 Possession, 
Threat to  others\ 

OSS pending RHO & 
Law   

Enforcement 
  

 
 
Behavioral Review Hearing  
 
Purpose  
The purpose of the behavioral review meeting is for students who are exhibiting repeated violations of the code of conduct 
that impede their ability to access curriculum and keep schools safe. The process will consist of a small group of school 
based professionals, not including the principal, who will oversee a meeting where the student and parent will be invited to 
discuss repeated violations of the code of conduct at a suspendable level.  
 
Process Overview 
After the fifth level one and/or level two offense (combined) or significantly disrupts the learning environment, whether in 
school suspension or out of school suspension, the school will have the option to hold a behavioral review meeting to 
determine viable options and interventions for the student.  Parents and students will be notified of a behavioral review 
meeting approximately 2 schools days before the meeting.  Outcomes of the school based meeting can be appealed to the 
principal.   
*Meetings will be held on Wednesdays after school, as needed. 
 
Positive Referrals 
Teachers and staff are allowed to send positive referrals, via Simpldiscipline.  A positive referral for students is a way to 
acknowledge and reward students for exhibiting positive behaviors, academic achievements, or acts of kindness.  The idea 



is to replace the negative stigma associated with referrals, with “positive referrals” for students to anchor positive 
outcomes from their “above and beyond” behavior choices. 
 
 
Extenuating, Mitigating, or Aggravating Circumstances  
 
The board may give the appropriate administrator the authority to consider extenuating, mitigating, or aggravating circumstances that 
may exist in a particular case of misconduct. The administrator should consider such circumstances in determining the most 
appropriate sanction.  
 
Discipline of Disabled Students  
 
Disciplinary process  
Federal and state laws and regulations require the public schools to meet the individual educational needs of disabled children to the 
extent that current educational expertise permits.  
 
Weapons (Firearms) and Drugs 
 
It is unlawful for a student to possess a dangerous weapon or drugs on school premises. This includes actual possession, as well as 
constructive possession. Constructive possession would include placing a weapon or drugs in a location on school premises where 
another student may have access to the weapon. All students must be aware that it is illegal to have a weapon or drugs in their vehicle 
while it is parked or operated on school premises. A dangerous weapon is any type of firearm, knife, blackjack, metal pipe, or pole, 
razor, metal knuckles, or any other type weapon, device, or object that can be used to inflict bodily injury or death.  
 
The Edgefield County School Board will expel any student who brings a weapon to school.  For purposes of this policy, a weapon 
means a firearm.  The term firearm is defined extensively, in the U. S. Code, but generally means a weapon (gun) or destructive device 
(explosive, incendiary).  The school board may expel all students who distribute any controlled substance on school grounds. (Board 
Policy JICH and JICI) In addition to disciplinary action which will be taken, it is the policy of this District to report the possession of a 
dangerous weapon to the appropriate law enforcement agency for prosecution in the criminal courts. 
 
* In an effort to establish a safe and productive learning environment, if a student realizes they are in possession of an unauthorized 
object or substance they should immediately report it to administration. The administrator will conduct a thorough investigation and if 
circumstances dictate consequences could be lowered or dropped from a Level III offense.    
 
Suspended or Expelled Students 
 
A student who is suspended or expelled cannot enter the school grounds (except to attend a prearranged conference with an 
administrator), cannot attend any school functions (regardless of the fact that they are open to the general public), and cannot ride on a 
school bus (which is seen as an extension of school property). Trespassing violators will have additional days of out-of-school 
suspension applied to their disciplinary actions and may possibly face criminal charges. Expelled students must reapply in writing for 
admission to the Principal. (Readmit conferences are held before school starts the following year.) 
 
Students are reminded that any unlawful activity outside of school could result in suspension or expulsion from school. 
 
* Students who are guilty of breaches of conduct may be suspended or expelled if the offense does not already carry such punishment. 
Though not specifically mentioned in this list of breaches of conduct, any act which is detrimental to the good order, best interest, and 
physical safety of the school may be punished according to its nature and degree at the discretion of the administration.  
 
Cheating/Plagiarism 
 
Cheating and/or plagiarism are defined as an effort to claim credit for work that is not one’s own, or to assist another person to do so. 
It includes, but is not limited to the wrongful giving, taking, or presenting of any information or material by a student with the intent of 
aiding himself/herself or another student on any academic work which is considered in any way in the determination of the final 
grade.  Any student found to be in violation of this policy will adhere to the consequences listed in the discipline code Level I-C.  
Students in violation of plagiarism are required to submit a written reflection to the principal and their teacher.  More information will 
be provided during the administrative conference.  



 
Bullying 
Edgefield County School District prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying of a student by students/third parties that 
interfere with or disrupt a student’s ability to learn and the school’s responsibility to educate students in a safe and orderly 
environment. This is true whether that harassment, intimidation or bullying takes place on school grounds, on a school bus or other 
school-related vehicle, at an official school bus stop, at a school-related activity on or off school property, or at a function where the 
school is responsible for the student.  
 
Harassment is unwanted acts of aggression toward others. Under federal civil rights laws, harassment is unwelcome conduct 
demonstrated to others that is based on race, national origin, color, sex, disability or religion; that is severe, pervasive or persistent; 
and that creates a hostile environment or an unsafe environment.  
 
Intimidation is to create fear of harm in individuals for themselves, others or their personal properties.  
 
Bullying is unwanted, mean behavior among school-aged children that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. Bullying has 
four critical elements: 1) the behavior must be repetitive; 2) it must be intended to harm; 3) there must be a difference of power 
(physical, social or otherwise) between the bully and victim; and 4) the bully gains control over the victim. In order to prove bullying, 
three of the four must be present.  
 
The district defines harassment, intimidation or bullying as a gesture, electronic communication or a written, verbal, physical or sexual 
act reasonably perceived to have the effect of either of the following:  

●​ harming a student physically or emotionally, or damaging a student’s property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of 
personal harm or property damage; or  

●​ insulting or demeaning a student or group of students, causing substantial disruption in or substantial interference with the 
orderly operation of the school.  
 

Edgefield County School District encourages all employees, parents, students and community members to help the district prevent 
bullying. All school employees must report alleged violations of this policy to the principal.  
 
Students who feel they have been subjected to harassment, intimidation or bullying are encouraged to file a complaint in accordance 
with district procedures.  
 
Schools will investigate complaints promptly and thoroughly, while protecting the identity of the victim or reporter of bullying or 
harassment to the extent allowed by law. The district prohibits retaliation or reprisal in any form against any student or employee who 
files a complaint/report of harassment, intimidation or bullying.  
 
The district will not allow anyone to make a false accusation against another person as a means of harassment, intimidation or 
bullying. A student who commits one or more acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying may receive consequences/ appropriate 
remedial actions that may range from positive behavioral interventions up to and including expulsion and/or referral to law 
enforcement.  
 
Administrators determine the consequences according to the nature of the behavior, the developmental age of the student, and the 
student’s history of problem behaviors and performance. Remedial measures will be designed to correct the problem behavior, prevent 
another occurrence of the problem and protect the victim of the act.  
 
The district may take disciplinary action if the problem behavior is initiated off-campus through use of electronic methods, the internet 
or web-based resources. 
 
 

 



Glossary  
 

Aiding Others - 001 
Provoking a fight 

Alternative 
Placement 

A student who violates the rules set forth in the Code of Student Conduct may be assigned 
Alternative Placement as a consequence of poor behaviors.  

 Assault, Simple - 520 
An actual offensive and intentional touching or striking of an individual, without use of a dangerous 
object or weapon, against his or her will, causing or intending to cause bodily harm. An unlawful act 
of injury to another, unaccompanied by any circumstances of aggravation. 

  Assault, Aggravated 
-510 

Aggravated Assault is an unlawful attack by one person upon another wherein the offender uses a 

weapon or displays it in a threatening manner or the victim suffers obvious severe or aggravated 

bodily injury involving apparent broken bones, loss of teeth, possible internal injury, severe 

laceration, or loss of consciousness. This category includes attempted murder. A weapon can be a 

commonly known weapon, such as a gun or knife, or any other item, which, although not usually 

thought of as a weapon, becomes one when used in a manner that could cause severe bodily injury 

(e.g., baseball bat, metal chain, large stick). A “severe laceration” is one that should receive medical 

attention. A “loss of consciousness” must be the direct result of force inflicted on the victim by the 

offender. 

 
 
 

 Bullying - 651 

(Per state law 59-63-120) A gesture, an electronic communication, or a written, verbal, physical, or 
sexual act that takes place on school property, at any school-sponsored function where the school is 
responsible for the child, or on a school bus or other school-related vehicle, at an official school bus 
stop and that: a) a reasonable person should know, under the circumstances, the act(s) will have the 
effect of harming a student, physically or emotionally, or damaging the student’s property, or placing 
a student in reasonable fear of harm to his person or damage to his property; or b) has 
the effect of insulting or demeaning any student or group of students in such a way as to cause 
substantial disruption in, or substantial interference with, the orderly operation of the school. 

 
Cheating- 190 

Academic dishonesty involves copying another student’s work or allowing a student to copy 
your own work on homework, classwork, tests, exams, projects. Includes but is not limited to 
plagiarism, passing another person’s work as your own. 

 
Computer 
Violation -220 

Unauthorized or excessive personal use of school computers and computing equipment. This 
includes but is not limited to accessing websites without permission, sending inappropriate emails/ 
messages, deleting other students’ files, or accessing unauthorized staff/student information. See 
ACPSD Board Policy IJNDB. 

Contraband- 004 
Items including but not limited to toys, lighters, matches, bullets, fireworks, stink bombs, which 
disrupt or distract from the learning process or pose safety hazards. 

Cutting class -160 An unauthorized absence from an assigned class or related activity. 

Disrespect -420 Lack of courteous regard for another person. 

Disrupting class - 007 Behavior which disrupts the orderly educational process of school. 

Electronic device Devices such as cell phones, smart watches, iPod, headphones, handheld video game devices,etc. 

Extortion - 600 
Attempting to obtain/obtaining money or other item(s) of value from an unwilling person 
or forcing an individual to act through the use of force or threat of force. 

 
Facsimile/ Imitation 
Drugs 

A pill, capsule, tablet, or other item which is not a controlled substance, an alcoholic beverage, or 
illegal drugs, but which by appearance, including color, shape, size, marking or package, or by 
representations made, is intended to lead a person to believe that such a pill, capsule, tablet, or 
other item is a controlled substance, an alcoholic beverage, or marijuana. 



 
Fighting- 009 

Actions involving serious physical contact where injury may occur. Two or more parties striking 
each other with the intent to cause bodily harm. A student who is assaulted and retaliates by hitting, 
striking, or kicking, may be disciplined for fighting. 

Forgery -011 Signing someone else’s name or using a signature which is not authentic. 

Gambling -630 Participation in games of chance for money and/or other things of value. 

Ganging/Gang- 
related activity -250 

Group activity which involves intimidating, threatening, lynching, or physical violence. 

  
 

 
Hit/Kick/Push - 014 

Grabbing, pinching, mildly aggressive punching or slapping, chasing, shoving. “Not keeping 
hands/feet to self.” Shoving match, slapping, or other such low impact incident not severe enough to 
constitute a fight.  

Horseplay -405  Rough, boisterous, or playful behavior that can unintentionally result in someone getting injured. 

Inappropriate 
Behavior -017 

Behaviors not generally accepted as desired or suitable for a school situation. Examples include 
Instigating misbehavior of others, taking other’s items without permission (for example, pencils or 
milk/juice box), talking out, tantrums, etc. 

 
Insubordination 

Failure to respond appropriately to written or verbal directions given by school personnel, 
chaperones/ volunteers, or law enforcement officers is considered insubordination. Refusal to 
complete assignments, refusal to participate in school activities. 

Intimidating -650 Physical, verbal, written or electronic action which immediately creates fear or harm, without 
displaying weapons and without subjecting the victim to actual physical attack.  

 
Intoxicating 
substance 

Any substance which, when used in sufficient quantities, ordinarily or commonly disturbs a person’s 
mental or physical capacities, including but not limited to alcoholic beverages, drugs, controlled 
substances as defined by state law, certain prescription medications when not used in accordance with 
physician’s orders, glue, paint or other substances. 

ISS In School Suspension 

 

Larceny/Theft - 670 

Taking materials that belong to students/staff/school. While both terms share the same definition, 
Theft may be considered the minor of the two, and classified as inappropriate behavior. Larceny 
should be considered the more serious offense, often with the stolen materials being of a higher 
monetary value. 

Simple larceny of any article of goods, choses in action, bank bills, bill receivable, chattels, or other 
article of personality of which by law larceny may be committed, or of any fixture part, or product of 
the sop; severed from the soil by an unlawful act, or has a value of two thousand dollars or less, is 
petit larceny, a misdemeanor, triable in the magistrates court or municipal court, notwithstanding the 
provision of Section 22-3-540,22-3-545, 22-3-550, and 14-25-65 

Laser pointer If used to inflict harm, it will be considered a weapon. 

Loitering- 240 To stand idly by without legitimate reason or business. 

Lynching Group activity involving physical violence. 

Misconduct Behavior not conforming to school rules/regulations. 

Non-forcible 
sex offense - 690 

It is unlawful for a person to willfully, maliciously, and indecently expose his person in a public place, 
on property of others, or to the view of any person on a street or highway. Unlawful, non-forcible 
sexual intercourse or unlawful sexual exposure  Non-forcible sexual intercourse with a person who is 
under the statutory age of consent. 

Obscene/ 
Profane 

Offensive or degrading 

OSS Out of school suspension 

Other Offenses 

 Minor -002 

Problem behavior not specifically listed or defined in the student code of conduct 

 



 Serious - 700  Serious -Criminal  

 

Physical 
Altercation 

Any physical contact occurring with the intent to cause discomfort or an incidence of slight physical 
contact will constitute an altercation between students. Physical contact of a threatening or 
provoking nature to another student. 

Pornography- 710 
Printed or visual material containing the explicit description or display of sexual organs or activity, 
intended to stimulate erotic rather than aesthetic or emotional feelings 

Paging device (Per state law 59-63-280/Safe Schools Act) electronic summoning device will be confiscated 

Inappropriate Affection 
-015 
 

Kissing, cuddling, necking or petting in public 

 
Refusal to Obey/ Defiance 
-270 

Refusal to comply with established rules; disobedience or defiance of reasonable requests made by 
school personnel, chaperones/volunteers, or law enforcement officers. Refusal to accept 
consequences such as after school detention or failing to report to in school suspension. 

Restitution 
In the case of serious acts of vandalism, students shall pay for damage done to buildings, equipment 
or other property of the school, staff, or other students before returning to school. 

 

Sexual Harassment 
-013 

Unwanted or unwelcome behavior of a sexual nature that includes touching, groping, patting, 
snapping a bra or pulling down someone’s pants, as well as sexual or derogatory comments, 
sexually suggestive gestures or sounds, spreading rumors, offensive text messages or emails, or 
postings to social media. Students should report all incidents of sexual harassment to 
administration immediately. 

Sexual Extortion - 
A person commits the offense of sexual extortion if the actor intentionally and maliciously threatens to 
release, exhibit, or distribute a private image of another in order to compel or attempt to compel the 
victim to do any act or refrain from doing any act against his/her will, with the intent to obtain 
additional private images or anything else of value. 

Threat -027 
To assault or commit any act which would cause a reasonable person to be put in fear of 
danger or harm 

-Tobacco/ 
Paraphernalia -230 

Use/Possession of tobacco products, including cigarettes, chewing tobacco, snuff, rolling papers, 
lighters, matches, e-cigarettes, vapors etc. 

 

Unauthorized Use of 
School Equipment 

Low-intensity misuse of property; tampering with equipment/impairing its usefulness. Tampering 
with a computer’s settings; Using staff copy equipment; using vending machines not allowed for 
student use. 

Victimizing Harming/Taking advantage of another person 
 

Major Level Two and Level Three Offenses  

(Definitions of Offenses from the 2013-2014 South Carolina Department of Education 
PowerSchool Incident Management Manual) 

 
 
 
Aggravated Assault -510 

Aggravated Assault is an unlawful attack by one person upon another wherein the offender uses a 

weapon or displays it in a threatening manner or the victim suffers obvious severe or aggravated 

bodily injury involving apparent broken bones, loss of teeth, possible internal injury, severe 

laceration, or loss of consciousness. This category includes attempted murder. A weapon can be a 

commonly known weapon, such as a gun or knife, or any other item, which, although not usually 

thought of as a weapon, becomes one when used in a manner that could cause severe bodily injury 

(e.g., baseball bat, metal chain, large stick). A “severe laceration” is one that should receive medical 

attention. A “loss of consciousness” must be the direct result of force inflicted on the victim by the 

offender. 



 
 
 
Homicide -640 

Homicide is the killing of one human being by another. Does not include vehicular manslaughter or 

attempted murder as a homicide. Non-negligent manslaughter is defined as the willful 

(non-negligent) killing of one human being by another. Negligent manslaughter is defined as the 

killing of another person through negligence. This offense does not include vehicular manslaughter. 

Justifiable homicide - The killing of a perpetrator of a serious criminal offense by a peace officer in 

the line of duty or the killing, during the commission of a serious criminal offense, of the perpetrator 

by a private individual. 

Drug Distribution -570 
 
Drug Usage- 575  
 
Drug Possession- 580 

Drug Distribution - Except as authorized by state law, it is unlawful for any person (1) to 

manufacture, distribute, dispense, deliver, or purchase; or to aid, abet, attempt, or conspire to 

manufacture, distribute, dispense, deliver, or purchase; or to possess with intent to manufacture, 

distribute, dispense, deliver, or purchase a controlled substance and (2) to create, distribute, 

dispense, deliver, or purchase; or to aid, abet, attempt, or conspire to create, distribute, dispense, 

deliver, or purchase; or to possess with intent to distribute, dispense, deliver, or purchase a 

counterfeit substance. 

 
 
 
 
Drug 
Paraphernalia - 585 

Paraphernalia” as “any instrument, device, article, or contrivance used, designed for use, or intended 

for use in ingesting, smoking, administering, manufacturing, or preparing a controlled substance and 

does not include cigarette papers and tobacco pipes but includes, but is not limited to: (a) metal, 

wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, plastic, or ceramic marijuana or hashish pipes with or without screens, 

permanent screens, hashish heads, or punctured metal bowls; (b) water pipes designed for use or 

intended to use with marijuana, hashish, hashish oil, or cocaine: (c) carburetion tubes and devices; 

(d) smoking and carburetion masks; (e) roach clips; (f) separation gins designed for use or intended 

for use in cleaning marijuana; (g) cocaine spoons and vials; (h) chamber pipes; (i) carburetor pipes; 

(j) electric pipes; (k) air-driven pipes; (l) chilams; (m) bongs; (n) ice pipes or chillers. 

Kidnapping/ 
Abduction -660 

Kidnapping/abduction is the unlawful seizure, transportation, and/or detention of a person against 

his or her will or of a minor without the consent of his or her custodial parent(s) or legal guardian. 

This category includes hostage taking. 

 
 
Robbery - 730 

Robbery is defined as the taking or attempting to take anything of value under confrontational 

circumstances from the control, custody, or care of another person by force or threat of force or 

violence and/or by putting the victim in fear of immediate harm. Because some type of assault is an 

element of the crime of robbery, an assault should not be reported as a separate crime if it is 

performed in furtherance of the robbery. If an injury occurring during a robbery results in death, the 

crime should be listed as a homicide. 

 
 
 
Sex Offenses, 
Forcible -610 

A Forcible Sex offense is any sexual act directed against another person, forcibly and/or against that 

person’s will, or not forcibly or against the person’s will where the victim is incapable of giving 

consent. This definition includes forcible rape, forcible sodomy, sexual assault with an object (to use 

an object or instrument to unlawfully penetrate, however slightly, the genital or anal opening of the 

body of another person, forcibly and/or against that person’s will, or not forcibly or against the 

person’s will where the victim is incapable of giving consent because of his or her youth or because 

of his or her temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity), and/or forcible fondling (child 

molesting). 

 
 
Sexting -295 

Creating, possessing, or sharing nude, partially nude, or other sexually explicit or suggestive 

images, videos, or visual representations using non-digital means (e.g., printed materials) or 

electronic communication, including but not limited to texting, emailing, or posting on social media 

platforms. These acts are prohibited whether or not the subjects of the images, videos, or visual 

representations consent to their being created, possessed, or shared. 



 
 
Weapons 
Offenses - 789 

The violation of laws prohibiting any person, except law enforcement officers or personnel 

authorized by school officials, to carry on his or her person, while on any elementary or secondary 

school property, a knife with a blade over two inches long, a blackjack, a metal pipe or pole, 

firearms, or any other type of weapon, device, or object that may be used to inflict bodily injury or 

death. This category also includes carrying in a concealed manner a dirk, slingshot, metal knuckles, 

razor, or other deadly weapon usually used for the infliction of personal injury. 

 
 
 

 
SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION DISCIPLINE CODE 
 

The following rules and regulations have been adopted by Edgefield County District. It is hoped that these guidelines will help us to 
provide safe transportation to and from school for your student. Students should be at the bus stop 10 minutes prior to the scheduled 
time. As per SC law, “riding a school bus is a privilege, not a right.”  

Bus Discipline Policy  

Students who have the opportunity to ride district school buses may do so as long as they display behavior that is reasonable and safe. 
Choosing to engage in unacceptable behavior may result in loss of bus service. The bus driver is responsible for the safety and 
discipline of students on the bus. The school administrators are available to give assistance to the driver and will determine the 
consequences of misbehavior and the reinstatement of bus service for the offending student's should a suspension become necessary. A 
suspension applies to all buses unless otherwise designated by school officials. The responsibility for student supervision by the District 
shall begin when the lights are activated on the bus in the morning and is retained until the child leaves the bus at the end of the day; or 
until released to the parent/guardian in a manner consistent with guidelines on release of students.  

Transportation Of School Related/ Nonrelated Items  

Under the Laws and Rules for the Operation of School Buses in the State of South Carolina, band instruments that will be allowed on 
the bus are those that are small enough to be held on the student’s lap. Instruments may not be in the aisle or take the space of a student. 
No rolling book bags that are larger than 24”s in height or 12”s in width will be allowed. No animals or any other objects of a 
dangerous or objectionable nature are transported in the school bus when children are being transported. All items carried on should be 
small enough in size to fit on the student’s lap. This is necessary to ensure that all items are kept under the control of the student at all 
times in case of an accident or an emergency.  

Assigned Buses Only  

Students are assigned to buses and bus stops. No change in either bus or stop is permitted without the Transportation Dept. 
authorization. Temporary changes may be made by school administrators for authorized emergencies only. 

Level I - Behavioral Misconduct  

Behavioral misconduct is defined as those activities which tend to impede orderly operation of a school vehicle.  Repeated violations 
may lead to more serious disciplinary actions including suspension from the bus for an  extended period of time including the remainder 
of the school year. Discipline records of violations are  cumulative. Acts of behavioral misconduct with enforcement procedures or 
sanctions to be applied shall include,  but are not limited to, the following depending upon severity. All final disciplinary actions are 
left to the  discretion of the administration.   
 
Level I Offenses 
 

●​ Behavioral misconduct on bus  
●​ Getting on or off bus at other than the designated stop  
●​ Eating and/or drinking on the bus  
●​ Littering on the bus  
●​ Minor violation of any safety procedures (standing, sitting improperly, etc.)  
●​ Riding a different bus without permission from administration 
●​ Making loud noises - yelling, etc.  
●​ Pushing, tripping, or general horseplay  
●​ Encouraging misbehavior  



●​ Using unauthorized electronic devices 

Level I Consequences  
 
1st referral - warning and contacting parents.  
2nd referral - suspended from the bus for up to three days and contact parents.  
3rd referral - suspended from the bus for up to five days and contact parents.  
4th referral - suspended from the bus for up to ten days and contact parents.  
5th referral or more - suspended from the bus for ten or more days.  
 

Level II - Disruptive Conduct  
 

Disruptive conduct is defined as those activities directed against persons or property, which tend to endanger the  health or safety of 
oneself or others on a school vehicle. Disruptive records of violations are cumulative. Acts of  disruptive conduct with enforcement 
procedures or sanctions to be applied shall include, but are not limited to, the  following. All final disciplinary actions are left to the 
discretion of the administration.   
 
Level II Offenses 
 

●​ Possession and/or using any tobacco products, electronic cigarettes, vapors, etc on the bus  
●​ Throwing objects on or out of the bus  
●​ Refusing to sit in assigned seat  
●​ Using profanity, abusive language, or obscene gestures towards others 
●​ Severe violation of safety procedures (having head, arms, hands, extended from the bus etc.)  
●​ Vandalism (minor) -  writing or marking seats, etc.  
●​ Disrespect/refusal to obey bus driver (depending on severity)  
●​ Harassing, threatening, or intimidating another passenger 
●​ Pushing, tripping, or general horseplay (depending of severity)  

 

Level II Consequences 
 
1st referral - suspended from the bus for up to five days and contact parents.  
2nd referral - suspended from the bus for up to ten days and contact parents.  
3rd referral - suspended from the bus for up to fifteen days or for the remainder of the school year and conference with parents. 
4th referral - suspended from the bus for the remainder of school year and parent conference.  
 
*Transportation Supervisor be involved in conference that result in suspensions of 30 days or longer * 
Level II violations may also result in out-of-school suspensions and/or restitution of property.  
 
 

Level III - Criminal Conduct  
 

Criminal Conduct is defined as those activities that result in violence to oneself, another person, or destruction of  property. These 
actions pose a direct and serious threat to the safety of oneself or others on a school vehicle.  Criminal conduct usually requires 
administrative actions, which could result in the immediate removal of the  student from school, the intervention of law enforcement 
authorities, and/or action by the Board of Trustees.  Level III violations may lead to a student's immediate removal from the bus at the 
school or bus transportation  office. Acts of criminal conduct may include, but are not limited to:  
 
Level III Offenses  
 

●​ Fighting on the bus  
●​ Physically abusing or hitting another passenger  
●​ Possessing, using, or distributing explosives and/or fireworks  
●​ Carrying a weapon or any object that might be used as a weapon  
●​ Persistent uncontrollable conduct  
●​ Possessing, using, or distributing alcohol, drugs, paraphernalia and/or look-alike drugs on the bus  
●​ Pushing or tripping that leads to injury  



●​ Threatening or intimidating the bus driver  
●​ Vandalism (major) - cutting, defacing, or in any way damaging property(seats, interior and/or exterior)   
●​ Sexual misconduct  

Level III Consequences  

A student, who commits any level III offense, will receive a minimum consequence of suspension from the bus for fifteen days, 
possible criminal prosecution, and may be subjected to a district level hearing that may result in a recommendation for expulsion. 
Consequences for level III may also include, but are not limited to: 
 

●​ Suspended from the bus for up to fifteen days 
●​ Suspension from the bus up to 30 days  
●​ Suspension for the remainder of the school year and conference with parents. 

 

*Transportation Supervisor must be involved in conferences for bus suspensions of  30 days or longer.  
Level III violations may also result in out-of-school suspension, recommendation of expulsion, notification of  law enforcement 
authorities, and/or restitution of property. 
 
 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY/CHROMEBOOKS 

Acceptable Use of Technology Practices Explained  
2025-2026 

 

Category of Damage  Device Damaged and Found 
Not to Be Responsibility of 

Student 

Device Damaged and Found 
Accidental While In 

Possession of Student  

Device Damaged and Found 
Maliciously and/or 

Neglectfully Damaged  

1st Offense  Cost - None Cost - See chart for 
student/parent portion of 
assessed fee.   

Cost - See chart for 
student/parent portion of 
assessed fee.   

Discipline - None Discipline - None  Discipline - ISS (1-5 Days)  

2nd  Offense  Cost - None  Cost - See chart for 
student/parent portion of 
assessed fee.   

Cost - See chart for 
student/parent portion of 
assessed fee.   

Discipline - None Discipline - 
Restorative/Learning Focused 
Activity  

Discipline - OSS (1-5 Days)  

3rd Offense  Cost - None  Cost - See chart for 
student/parent portion of 
assessed fee.   

Cost - See chart for 
student/parent portion of 
assessed fee.   

Discipline - None  Discipline - ISS (1-3 Days)  Discipline - OSS + RAP  

 
Repair tickets must accompany all damaged devices.  The District Technology Committee will be the determining authority on the 
category of damage with feedback provided by school based teams via the principal.   

 
Chromebook Screen Replacement - $50 



Bezel around Screen - $25 
Chromebook Keyboard Replacement - $60 
Chromebook Keyboard Maintenance - $10 

Trackpad Replacement - $30 
Top Cover Replacement - $40 

Hinge Replacement - $15 
Charger Replacement - $25 

Chromebook Replacement - $250 to $380 depending on model 
 

Costs are estimates and subject to change. The age of the chromebook will also be considered. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Merriwether Middle School 
Student Handbook  

Signature Page  
 

 
 

*Please sign and return to your child’s homeroom teacher.  
 
I have received and read the Merriwether Middle School Student Handbook 
for the 2025-2026 school year. I understand the information contained in the 
handbook and the consequences for not adhering to the rules and 
procedures set forth by Merriwether Middle School and the School District of 
Edgefield County.  
 
 
Student Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________ 
 
Parent Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
Date: _________________________ 
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