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It’s hard to believe summer is already winding down, but we are so excited to welcome you
back for the 2025-2026 school year! With a week until our school doors reopen, our
teachers, school leaders, and administrative staff are working diligently to plan for the
return of our students. This special Back-to-School issue aims to provide GCSS updates and
reminders to assist you in preparing for another great school year! 

This year, we will continue to use our Strategic Plan as a roadmap, refocusing our work on
literacy, student achievement, and improving attendance. As part of our ongoing Leader in
Me journey, we are encouraging every student and adult in our system to live by our shared
commitments:

Be Here - Show up, be present, and give your best effort
Be Kind - Treat others with respect, patience, and understanding
Be Your Best - Take ownership of your learning and lead by example

We are committed to ensuring that every Panther has the tools, support, and
encouragement they need to thrive--in school and in life. Together, we are Preparing
Panthers for their Highest Potential!

As we open the doors to a new school year, I want to thank you for your ongoing support
and partnership. Whether your child is entering Pre-K or preparing to graduate, we are here
to walk beside you every step of the way. This is going to be a strong year filled with
meaningful learning, lasting relationships, and Panther pride.

I look forward to seeing you at Open House and working together throughout the year.

Let’s have a great year, Panthers!

Sincerely,
Jessica Miller

WEL C O M E  BACK PAN THE R
FA M I L I E S !



U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Jesse Hambrick

Jesse Hambrick, a recognized speaker and expert
in school safety and student well-being will be
presenting two timely and critical sessions during
Open House:

Topics will include the new Distraction Free
Education Legislation, Social Media Awareness,
and Vaping

Sessions will be held in the cafeteria at 5:00 and
6:00. Be sure to visit!

Open House, Thursday, July 31  (4:00 - 7:00)st

Visit the gym first for free supplies, schedules, and much more!
Special Sessions @ Open House with Jesse Hambrick
First day of School, August 4th

Glascock County Middle-High School was recognized
last school year as a Mathematics Leader in Georgia
for outstanding growth on 8th Grade and High
School assessments and a Literacy Leader for
outstanding growth on 6  grade assessments!th

These honors reflect the hard work of our students,
teachers, and families working together. Let’s keep
the momentum going into this new year!

D I D  Y O U  K N OW? ? ?



D I S T R A C T I O N  F R E E  S C H O O L S  A C T
This past legislative session, Georgia legislators passed the Distraction Free Schools Act to be fully
implemented by the 2026-2027 school year.

What’s Already in Place:
At Glascock County Schools, cell phones and personal electronic devices have not been allowed
during the school day for many years, and we will continue to enforce our existing rules throughout
the 2025–2026 school year. These practices already align with much of the Distraction-Free Schools
Act, and we are proud to be ahead of the curve.

What This Means for Students:
Personal phones, earbuds (unless permitted for instructional purposes by the teacher) , and
smartwatches may not be used during the instructional day.
Devices must be turned off and stored in a phone locker during the school day.
Repeated violations will result in disciplinary action.

Why This Matters:
Research shows that even the presence of a smartphone can reduce students’ ability to
concentrate, retain information, and engage in meaningful learning. This law also supports student
mental health by encouraging face-to-face interaction and limiting access to social media during
school hours.

Planning Ahead:
As we prepare to meet the additional requirements of the law that go into effect in the 2026–2027
school year, we will be holding parent and student input meetings throughout the year. These
sessions will help shape our local implementation plan and ensure our policies reflect the needs
and voices of our school community.

We appreciate your continued support in helping our students stay focused, connected, and
successful!

N EW FAC E S  A T  G C

Alannah Sammons
Special Education

Teacher

We are thrilled to
welcome two new
faces to our
Panther team this
year!

Shayna Welch
2  Grade Teachernd



N EW & I M P R O V E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N
T O O L S

W e ’ r e  m a k i n g  i t  e a s i e r  t h a n  e v e r  t o  s t a y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g
h a p p e n i n g  i n  t h e  G l a s c o c k  C o u n t y  S c h o o l  S y s t e m .  T h i s  y e a r,  w e ’ r e
e x c i t e d  t o  r o l l  o u t  n e w  a n d  s i m p l i f i e d  p l a t f o r m s  t o  h e l p  f a m i l i e s  s t a y
i n f o r m e d  a n d  e n g a g e d :

I n f i n i t e  C a m p u s  –  C a m p u s  P a r e n t  &  C a m p u s  S t u d e n t  A p p s
A v a i l a b l e  f o r  b o t h  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e s e  a p p s  p r o v i d e  i n s t a n t
a c c e s s  t o :
📅  A t t e n d a n c e
📝  G r a d e s  &  A s s i g n m e n t s
💳  O n l i n e  F e e  P a y m e n t s
📬  S c h o o l  N o t i f i c a t i o n s

G l a s c o c k  C o u n t y  S c h o o l  S y s t e m  A p p !

O u r  n e w  d i s t r i c t - w i d e  m o b i l e  a p p  i s  l a u n c h i n g  i n  t h e  
c o m i n g  w e e k s !  I t  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a  o n e - s t o p  s h o p  f o r  a l l  
t h i n g s  s c h o o l - r e l a t e d  —  p e r f e c t  f o r  f a m i l i e s  w h o  d o n ’ t  u s e  Fa c e b o o k .
A l l  s c h o o l  n e w s ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  u p d a t e s  w i l l  p o p u l a t e  f r o m  Fa c e b o o k  a n d
o u r  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  a p p  f e e d .

O n e  M e s s a g i n g  P l a t f o r m  –  D i s t r i c t w i d e !
W e ’ v e  h e a r d  y o u r  f e e d b a c k  a n d  w e  a r e  s t r e a m l i n i n g  o u r
c o m m u n i c a t i o n !  A l l  s c h o o l  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  t e a c h e r s ,  c o a c h e s ,
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  c l u b s  w i l l  n o w  c o m e  t h r o u g h  o n e  u n i f i e d  s y s t e m .
T h a t  m e a n s :
❌  N o  m o r e  s w i t c h i n g  b e t w e e n  R e m i n d ,  D o j o ,  B a n d ,  o r  o t h e r  a p p s
✅  O n e  c o n s i s t e n t ,  e a s y - t o - u s e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l
f a m i l i e s

Yo u ’ l l  b e  a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  l u n c h  m e n u s ,  c a l e n d a r s ,  a n d  m o r e  i n  o n e
c o n v e n i e n t  p l a c e .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  l a u n c h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  a  s t e p - b y -
s t e p  g u i d e  t o  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d !  W e ’ r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  w i l l  h e l p
k e e p  y o u  b e t t e r  i n f o r m e d  a n d  c o n n e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r !



T h i s  y e a r ,  G C S S  i s  a d o p t i n g  a  r e f i n e d  g r a d i n g  p o l i c y  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e t t e r

r e f l e c t  w h a t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  a n d  a r e  a b l e  t o  d o  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  T h e  g o a l  i s  t o

e m p h a s i z e  a c a d e m i c  m a s t e r y .

G r a d e s  K – 5

 ▫️  F o r m a t i v e  A s s e s s m e n t s  –  4 0 %

 ▫️  S u m m a t i v e  A s s e s s m e n t s  –  6 0 %

G r a d e s  6 – 1 2

 ▫️  F o r m a t i v e  A s s e s s m e n t s  –  3 0 %

 ▫️  S u m m a t i v e  A s s e s s m e n t s  –  5 0 %

 ▫️  N i n e  W e e k s  E x a m  –  2 0 %

T h i s  n e w  s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  h e l p  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p a r e n t s  i d e n t i f y

s t u d e n t  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  l e a r n i n g  n e e d s  m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y ,  w h i l e  p r o m o t i n g

i n d e p e n d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  g r a d e - l e v e l  s t a n d a r d s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  g r a d i n g  u p d a t e s ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  O p e n  H o u s e !

A T T E N DAN C E ,  T A R D I N E S S ,  A N D
EA R L Y  CHE C K O U T  U P D A T E S

As a result of new legislation and growing accountability measures, Glascock County School

System will implement updated attendance, tardy, and early checkout protocols beginning this

school year.

While our focus remains on supporting families and keeping students engaged, the changes

include a more structured response to repeated unexcused absences and tardies—especially

those that interrupt instructional time.

🔹 Progressive intervention steps now include parent meetings, seat time recovery, and

limitations on extracurricular participation.

🔹 For older students, driving privileges may be impacted.

🔹 Repeated issues may result in referrals to DFCS and Department of Juvenile Justice.

🔹 Tardies and early checkouts will reset each semester, giving students a fresh start.

 More details will be shared at Open House, including grade-level specifics and how families can

stay informed through our Parent Campus app.

N EW G RA D I N G  P O L I C Y :  C L EA R E R
F O C U S  O N  S T U D E N T  MA S T E R Y



C O M M U N I T Y  P A R N T E R S  S U P P O R T I N G
P AN THE R  FA M I L I E S

We are grateful for our ongoing partnership with Family Connection and Communities In Schools
(FCCIS) of Glascock County, who work alongside our staff to support students and families year-
round.

During Open House, this organization will be set up in the gym to share information and assist with
the following:

📌 After School Program Registration
Sign your child up for a safe, structured after-school environment that supports academic and
social growth.

📌 CIS Support Services
Meet the CIS Site Coordinator, Katherine Perry, and learn how she can support your child with
school success planning, behavior check-ins, and connections to family resources.

O t h e r  o n g o i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h ro u g h
F C C I S  i n c l u d e :

👕  C l o t h e s  C l o s e t  –  B a c k - t o - s c h o o l
s h o p p i n g  w i t h  m o s t  i t e m s  j u s t  $ 0 . 5 0 !  
O p e n  S a t u rd a y s  &  We d n e s d a y s  f ro m  9
A M  t o  1 2  P M

💬  B e h a v i o r  S u p p o r t  G ro u p s

💡  F i n a n c i a l  L i t e ra c y  Wo r k s h o p s

🛠️  H e a t i n g  &  A / C  A s s i s t a n c e  P ro g ra m s

🥫  Fo o d  Pa n t r y  &  D i a p e r  Pa n t r y

💪  R e s i l i e n t  Te e n  P ro g ra m  –  Fo c u s e d
o n  b u i l d i n g  c o p i n g  s k i l l s  a n d
c o n f i d e n c e

B e  s u re  t o  s t o p  b y  t h e i r  t a b l e  i n  t h e
g y m  d u r i n g  O p e n  H o u s e  t o  l e a r n  m o re
o r  g e t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s
f o r  y o u r  f a m i l y !


