
Scholarships are usually awarded based on at least one of the following criteria: 
 Financial Need - the amount of money you need based upon your parent’s income. 
 Academic Merit - based on strength of academics, grades, and test scores. 
 Special Talents & Conditions - consider factors such as strength in athletics/music, parent’s memberships in civic 

organizations, religion, and academic majors. 

Dansville High School Counseling Office 

SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, & LOANS 
Scholarships: Scholarships are funds awarded to students to cover education expenses, including tuition. Like grants, 
scholarship funds never need to be repaid; however, the full definition of a scholarship includes a couple of key features.  
For example, most scholarships are merit-based, meaning the recipient is chosen based on their academic abilities and   
skills. Scholarships are available in a wide range of areas--everything from academic or athletic performance to artistic 
ability, community service, and demographics like gender and ethnicity. Many types of organizations offer scholarships,   
too; for instance, along with colleges and universities, private businesses, community organizations, and individuals can 
sponsor scholarships. The funds awarded can range from under $100 to tens of thousands of dollars, enough to cover a 
sizeable chunk of tuition, fees, and room and board.  

Grants: Like scholarships, grants are funds that do not need to be repaid. Grants are typically offered by government 
entities, foundations, or businesses; they're usually awarded based on financial need. Federal Pell Grants are a well-known 
example of this type of funding source. Pell Grants are awarded based on the cost of the student's educational program    
and how much a student's family can contribute.  

Loans: Loans are funds from government organizations and private entities like banks that must be repaid along with 
interest. To pay for a college education, both parents and students may take out loans. Money loaned typically must be 
repaid according to a set schedule, and the specific terms are established by the lender. To be eligible for a loan, a student's 
parents usually need good credit scores and reliable sources of income.  

Academic:  One of the most common categories of 
scholarships is those granted to students with strong 
academic records.  These are usually awarded based on a 
student's grade point average (GPA), overall academic 
performance, and scores on standardized tests like 
the ACT and SAT.  

Athletic:  Student athletes who have performed well in their  
chosen sport may be eligible for scholarships. In some cases, 
athletic scholarships can fund a student's entire college 
career, covering tuition, room, and board for multiple years. 
Athletic scholarships are available for many sports, from 
popular ones like football and basketball, to lesser-known 
sports like lacrosse, archery, and rifle teams. 

Demographic:  Scholarships may be available for particular 
demographic groups, like those who are the first in their 
families  to attend college. Other demographic groups can 
include, but are not limited to, scholarships for students who 
are Hispanic and Latino, Asian American Pacific Islander, 
black, LGBTQ, women, and/or other minority groups. 

Community Involvement:  You can also qualify for 
scholarships because of your commitment to civic 
engagement or to a  particular cause.  Students with 
volunteer experience can be eligible for aid based on their 
involvement in their school and local community or their 
dedication to issues with global reach like diversity,  
inclusion, economic equality, or the environment. 

Financial Need:  Many scholarships are designed to support 
students who demonstrate financial need. These scholarships 
maintain a merit-based approach and are often awarded to 
students with promising academic abilities, or to students 
from backgrounds considered disadvantaged (e.g. students 
who grew  up in the foster system or who have experienced 
homelessness). 

Professional Interest:  For students who apply to college 
knowing their particular academic field or career path, field 
and career-specific scholarships are available.  Career-
specific scholarships may be offered by companies in that 
field; for instance, scholarships for engineering students are 
sometimes offered by engineering firms.  

Local Scholarships:  Scholarship opportunities can often be 
found within your local community. Nonprofit organizations, 
churches, and civic groups sometimes offer scholarships to 
promising students from the area, particularly if a student 
has been involved with the group in some way. 

Unique Scholarships:  Some scholarships are offered based 
on a whole range of unique criteria. With a little effort, you 
can find options based on your interests and skills like 
drawing, collecting   particular items, sewing, or playing  
video games. Some scholarships are even available based on 
students' diets and heights! 

TYPES of SCHOLARSHIPS 
While you search for funding options, keep an open mind.  Not all scholarships require top-notch performance in a given 

area; easy-to-qualify scholarships are out there, too.  Many scholarships fall into one of the categories below: 



HOW TO FIND SCHOLARSHIPS 
High School Counseling Office 

 With so many available options, you may wonder what the best way is to identify scholarships that are a good fit for you. 
For high school students, a visit with your guidance counselor is an effective way to start researching scholarships.   

 In the Counseling Office, you can find file boxes with scholarship and award applications.  An “Available Scholarships & 
Awards” flier is shared with information for scholarships and awards offered by the generous organizations of the 
Dansville School District, along with some regional scholarships, and a few New York State and National scholarships  
and awards. The flier is sent by email as an attachment, with additional copies posted to Counseling “Class of” Google 
Classroom, the High School Counseling Office pages of the Dansville School District website, and to other Social Media 
sites. Local scholarship applications, and a few Regional scholarship applications, are located in the Counseling Office  
and may be picked up during regular school day hours. (Some Regional and National scholarship applications require 
submissions online, with the websites located on the flier.)  

*** PLEASE NOTE *** There are some scholarships and awards that DO NOT require a graduating senior to attend college; 
you can be entering the workforce or enlisting in the military.  

Community Connections 

 You will also want to think about any community connections that may help in your search. For example, does a family 
member's employer offer scholarships? Are there any community organizations that support students?  

Colleges, Universities, & Trade Schools 

 Once you've narrowed down your options for which college to attend, make sure you investigate any specific 
scholarships those schools offer.  

Online Search 

 One of the most important strategies for finding scholarship opportunities is to devote sufficient time to the process.  
Plan to search using a variety of resources and remember: it's never too early to begin looking for scholarships 

 There are SEVERAL websites dedicated to scholarship searches, with a number of them able to match personalized 
preferences.  Finding scholarships tailored to your individual profile is crucial for maximizing your chances of success. 
Several online platforms specialize in personalized scholarship matching, leveraging student profiles to connect them 
with the most relevant opportunities.   

 BEWARE of Scholarship Scams!  Keep a sharp lookout!  As you find and apply for scholarships and learn more about 
financial aid, you may come across some unsavory websites and scholarships that are scams. If you aren’t careful, these 
“too good to be true” scholarship opportunities will cheat you out of money and time.   

Some “Tips” for avoiding scholarship scams: 

 Research any scholarship thoroughly 

 Use reputable sources to find scholarships 

 Be cautious with unsolicited scholarship offers  
that arrive via email, phone or social media 

 If there are any application fees they are likely a 
scam 

 Beware of any scholarships that guarantee 
anything 

 Avoid sharing unnecessary personal information 

 Check for any typos or errors in the scholarship 
posting or application 

 Read the fine print 

 Seek advice from your schools financial aid office 
or a trusted advisor 

 Report any suspicious activity 

Bottom Line:  Scholarship scams are real things that you may encounter when searching for scholarships. It is wise to be 
aware of the common tactics that these scammers use. In general, if something doesn’t feel right about a scholarship or if it 
seems “too good to be true,” you should trust your gut and do some further research.   



SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH WEBSITES 
 

Here are some of the top websites offering personalized scholarship searches 

Appily.com:  (Formly Cappex)  This platform helps students find colleges and scholarships, offering matching based on 
profiles and demographics. You can search by year in school, ethnicity, and other factors. 

BigFuture.collegeboard.org: Created by the College Board, this tool helps students find scholarships, financial aid, and 
internships, matching opportunities based on factors like interests, affiliations, citizenship, and career goals. According to 
Business Insider, you can filter by criteria like ethnicity, location, and health conditions. 

Bold.org: This platform connects students with exclusive scholarships funded by donors and organizations, allowing for 
exploration by category (e.g., nursing students, women, students from a specific state). 

Fastweb.com: A well-known and comprehensive platform, Fastweb offers personalized recommendations by matching 
student profiles to millions of scholarship opportunities updated daily. According to The College Investor, Fastweb also 
allows searching based on interests, skills, and demographic factors like ethnicity or military service. 

GoingMerry.com: This platform streamlines the application process, allowing students to apply for multiple scholarships 
directly through the website after creating a profile. It also provides tools to track deadlines and sends reminders. 

Niche.com: Offers personalized matching and allows searching by category or using the "easy to apply" filter for 
scholarships without essays or recommendations. 

Scholarships.com: This website boasts a large database of scholarships and grants, utilizing an algorithm to pair students 
with scholarships they are likely eligible for based on their profile information (including grade level, birthdate, and ZIP 
code). 

ScholarshipOwl.com: This platform simplifies the process by enabling students to apply for multiple scholarships using   
a single application. It offers personalized matches and features like automated application submission (premium feature). 

Unigo.com: Pairs students with scholarships based on their profiles, hobbies, interests, and other personal information.  

 

***REMEMBER*** 

 Create detailed profiles: The more information you provide on your profile (academics, extracurriculars, interests, 
demographics), the better the personalized matches will be. 

 Utilize filters: Narrow your search using filters like GPA, major, location, and ethnicity to find the most relevant 
opportunities. 

 Check multiple platforms: Using several websites can broaden your search and increase your chances of finding hidden 
gems.  

 By taking advantage of these personalized scholarship search engines, you can efficiently discover and apply for funding 
opportunities that align with your unique qualifications and aspirations. 

Preparing & Paying for College 
Some helpful links:  

 www.studentaid.ed.gov - The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is a comprehensive financial aid site 
that is maintained by the federal government for students and parents.  It is the most vital step in applying for federal 
grants, work-study, and loans for college. 

 www.hesc.com - the New York state site to help students plan for college and careers, get financial aid information, and 
learn about grants, scholarships and loans. 

 www.finaid.org - offers information about many college financing opportunities. 

 www.mappingyourfuture.org - Free resource for career, college, financial aid and money 
management information. 

https://my.appily.com/register/quiz/explorescholarships1/name?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paid-social&utm_campaign=FTF_Generic_Qualified&utm_content=165298761731&utm_term=scholarship&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20572566199&gbraid=0AAAAAqE884X3VhLF8_brO8UZ
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://bold.org/
https://www.fastweb.com/ppc?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&ESRC=fw_ggl.kw&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22661400891&gbraid=0AAAAAD_qkBe-G9cHOCZJS-PtYMwX4q9AL&gclid=Cj0KCQjwm93DBhD_ARIsADR_DjEOCDPxkhG4v3WNzEQiqLkmkuwgjMkx7G0H5uAl8QdBmHUKaiMJ4_8aAg9fEALw_wcB
https://goingmerry.com/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://scholarshipowl.com/
https://www.unigo.com/

