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Soaring Together: New Levels, New Heights served as the inspirational theme for the
DeKalb County School District's (DCSD) annual State of the District address on March
27, 2025. This event, which took place at the Fernbank Science Center, brought together
students, families, educators, elected officials, community partners, and business
leaders. Attendees celebrated DCSD’s achievements, reflected on current challenges,
and discussed new paths for the future.

Superintendent Dr. Devon Q. Horton praised the District's many significant achievements
during his address. Notably, 20 out of 24 high schools received AP honors and are on
track to exceed last year’s graduation rate of 79.1%. These accomplishments reflect
DCSD’s strategic commitment to instructional innovation, improved course offerings, and
increased community engagement. The prominent role of Fernbank Science Center as
the host highlighted DCSD’s focus on STEAM initiatives and its goal of providing
transformative, hands-on learning experiences for all students.

“We have made significant strides by focusing on holistic student well-being and
implementing evidence-based teaching strategies. While we are proud of our
achievements, we remain committed to improvement by addressing new challenges,” Dr.
Horton said. “Our future plans emphasize creating inclusive learning environments,
offering rigorous academic programs, and providing extended support services to ensure
every student can thrive.”

He highlighted the Georgia Peach Tax Credit program as a powerful opportunity for local
companies to invest directly in DCSD’s continued growth. Rooted in business, civic, and
philanthropic support, Dr. Horton pointed to these partnerships as pivotal in ensuring that
every DeKalb student reaches new heights of academic, social, and emotional success.

Looking to the future, Dr. Horton addressed potential funding challenges brought on by
shifts within the U.S. Department of Education but cautiously predicted that the District
would make the necessary adjustments to weather whatever may come.

DeKalb County CEO Lorraine Cochran-Johnson delivered her trademark energy in a call
to unify education, business, and community sectors.

“Our local businesses need a skilled, diverse workforce, and it is up to us as educators,
community leaders, and businesspeople to cultivate the talent in front of us because our
children are truly our greatest resource,” she said.

Student talent was also on full display at the event. Redan High School’s culinary arts
program provided tasty hors d’oeuvres while a live jazz ensemble of DeKalb County
students entertained guests throughout the evening. Renowned saxophonist Anthony



Hoots showcased an unforgettable performance, illustrating the District's commitment to
the arts.

Central to the evening’'s theme of “soaring together’ was the unveiling of the DeKalb
Schools Educational Foundation, Inc. - newly certified in October 2024. The Foundation’s
mission is rooted in fostering well-rounded students and promoting teaching excellence.
With key focal points on Literacy, Mental Health and Wellness, and Teaching Excellence,
the Foundation also introduced its inaugural Brick Walk Fundraiser. This novel fundraiser,
hosted at Fernbank Science Center, will support the development of pioneering learning
programs across the District.

By the end of the evening’s festivities, the atmosphere at Fernbank Science Center was
filled with hope, unity, and commitment to cultivating a bright future for all DeKalb County
School District students in its quest to deliver on its promise of Soaring Together toward
New Levels, New Heights, which is accomplished one step, one challenge, and one
success at a time.
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