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I have been concerned about the quality of public education in general, and I would like 
to contribute in some small way to improve the success of students and the satisfaction of 
parents in the Mount Diablo Unified School District. I think it would also be an opportunity 
to further educate myself about the details of the operations of our large school district, and 
to contemplate ways to make it more efficient and effective. Overall, I think it would just be a 
good way to serve my community.

I have a Master’s Degree and Clear Single Subject Teaching Credential in English (though 
I would need to pay a fee to reactivate my credential). I did some of my student teaching at 
College Park High School. I was a high school teacher at a private high school, and I was a 
substitute teacher (including a stint as a long-term substitute) for MDUSD in the 2000-2001 
school year. I have also spent many years as a coach and youth leader, so I’m familiar with 
working with students. Also, my two children attended MDUSD schools for parts of their 
education. Finally, I am a lifelong resident of Contra Costa County and was educated in the 
public schools (in the San Ramon Valley Unified School District).



Having been a teacher and a youth leader and coach I am familiar with working with students. 
Having been a parent in the district, I am familiar with many parental concerns. I would like to 
see the district’s resources focus primarily on student achievement. I would like the budget to 
be balanced, as I don’t believe in budgeting on a credit card. Although not neglecting teachers 
and administrators, I would like to focus on those things that are most important to parents, as 
well as students.

I have been engaged as a parent of students in the MDUSD, but have not engaged with  the 
MDUSD directly for many years (my youngest graduated from Clayton Valley Charter High 
School in 2019). If I were a member of the Board, I would make plans to interview the school 
leadership and parents’ groups of all the schools in my area.



The large size of the district gives it a lot of resources, if prioritized effectively.

In my previous experience working in the district (admittedly many years ago), discipline 
is a problem in the upper grades, and student achievement is an issue in all grades. I’m also 
concerned that there are not enough technical classes in the upper grades.



I think the district is too focused on divisive issues like proclaiming Pride Month rather than 
actual basic education, especially when once considers that so many students do not operate 
at grade level. These kinds of social justice proclamations serve no useful purpose if our goal 
is to educate students so they can be knowledgeable citizens who can think effectively for 
themselves. These are simply divisive gestures that alienate parents and turn many of our 
best potential students into homeschoolers or private school attendees. They are far from 
“welcoming everyone” and only signal to people who disagree that they and their opinions are 
not wanted. None of these side issues are as important as students learning how to read, and 
read critically, how to do math and apply it, and learn about history and science and art, and 
other disciplines that will make them productive and useful citizens.

It is to educate the future generations to be useful, productive citizens who contribute to our 
society in a positive way. It gives an opportunity for students who come from low-income 
backgrounds to have a sound education that can improve their prospects in life. Of course, the 
quality of the education they get depends on the combined efforts of teachers, administrators, 
and parents. The ultimate goal would be to provide an education that is at least equal to what a 
child could get from homeschool or an expensive private eduation.










