®
EMMS

NEWSLETTER

JULY/AUGUST 2025

THE TIME HAS COME!

@) Welcome to the 2025-2026 School Year!

Dear Rattler Families,

We are thrilled to welcome both our
new and returning students to what
promises to be another outstanding
year at East Montana Middle School!

As we kick off the 2025-2026 school
year, we're proud to share some
incredible news:

EMMS is officially ranked as the
best middle school in the district
based on last year's STAAR data!

This accomplishment is a testament
to the dedication of our students,
families, and staff — and it only
motivates us to aim even higher this
year.

The first week of school can always
be a little hectic, but please rest
assured—we are fully prepared and
committed to helping all of our
Rattlers find their way.

Whether it's helping

students get to the right

classroom, connecting them with

their teachers, or making sure they feel
welcomed and supported, our team is here
every step of the way.

We encourage you to stay connected through
our school website, our monthly newsletter,
and social media pages for important updates,
events, and announcements.

Let's make this year the best one yet—together!
With Rattler Pride,

Alex Navarro
Principal
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iHA LLEGADO EL MOMENTO!

“¥iBienvenidos al ano escolar 2025-2026!

Estimadas familias de Rattlers:

Nos complace dar la bienvenida a
nuestros estudiantes, tanto nuevos como
antiguos, a lo que promete ser otro afio
excepcional en la Escuela Intermedia
East Montana.

Al comenzar el aio escolar 2025-2026,
nos enorgullece compartir una noticia
increible:

EMMS ha sido clasificada
oficialmente como la mejor escuela
intermedia del distrito segun los
datos de STAAR del aino pasado.

Este logro demuestra la dedicacion de
nuestros estudiantes, familias y personal,
y nos motiva a aspirar ain mas este afo.

La primera semana de clases siempre
puede ser un poco ajetreada, pero no se
preocupen: estamos totalmente
preparados y comprometidos a ayudar a
todos nuestros Rattlers a encontrar su
camino.

Ya sea ayudando

a los estudiantes a encontrar

el aula adecuada, conectandolos

con sus maestros o asegurandose de

que se sientan bienvenidos y apoyados,
nuestro equipo esta presente en cada paso
del camino.

Los animamos a mantenerse al tanto a
través del sitio web de nuestra escuela,
nuestro boletin mensual y nuestras redes
sociales para mantenerse al dia con
actualizaciones, eventos y anuncios
importantes.

iHagamos de este afo el mejor de todos,
juntos!

Con orgullo,

Alex Navarro
Director




ATTENDANCE MATTERS!

At East Montana Middle School, we recognize that regular school attendance plays a crucial
role in a student’s academic success. For the 2024-2025 school year, our overall
attendance rate was 94.30%. While we are proud of this effort, we are aiming even higher for
the 2025-2026 school year with a campus-wide attendance goal of 96%. We are confident
that, with your partnership, we can reach and exceed this target.

To support our students and maintain accurate records, we ask that all absence notes be
submitted within 48 hours of the student's return to campus. Failure to submit
documentation within this timeframe will result in the absence being marked as unexcused.
Please note the following attendance guidelines:

Up to five absences may be excused with a written note from a parent or legal guardian.
Beginning with the sixth absence, a doctor’s note or official documentation will be
required for any additional absences to be excused.

According to state law, accumulating 10 unexcused absences within a six-month period
may result in a truancy court referral.

In addition, we understand that early pickups may sometimes be necessary. Each parent is
allowed up to three early dismissals per year to be excused with a parent note. After the third
early pickup, parents must provide documentation that meets the Texas Education Agency’s
(TEA) criteria for excused absences, which includes:

* Medical appointments
e Court appearances
e Observance of religious holy days

If a parent or guardian feels that an absence or early dismissal should be considered for an
administrative excuse, they are welcome to schedule a meeting with campus administration.
However, please understand that any such decision remains at the discretion of the
administrator and will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

We appreciate your continued support in ensuring that your child is present and ready to
learn each day. Together, we can make attendance a priority and give every student the best
chance to succeed.




iLA ASISTENCIA IMPORTA!

En la Escuela East Montana Middle School, reconocemos que la asistencia regular a la
escuela es crucial para el éxito académico de los estudiantes. Durante el afo escolar 2024-
2025, nuestra tasa de asistencia general fue del 94.30%. Si bien nos enorgullece este
esfuerzo, aspiramos a un nivel ain mayor para el afio escolar 2025-2026, con una meta de
asistencia del 96% en todo el campus. Confiamos en que, con su colaboracion, podremos
alcanzar y superar esta meta..

Para apoyar a nuestros estudiantes y mantener registros precisos, solicitamos que todas las
notas de ausencia se entreguen dentro de las 48 horas posteriores al regreso del estudiante
al campus. Si no se entrega la documentacion dentro de este plazo, la ausencia se
considerara injustificada.

Tenga en cuenta las siguientes normas de asistencia:

e Se pueden justificar hasta cinco ausencias con una nota escrita del padre, madre o tutor
legal.

e A partir de la sexta ausencia, se requerira un certificado médico o documentacién oficial
para justificar cualquier ausencia adicional.

e Segun la ley estatal, acumular 10 ausencias injustificadas en un periodo de seis meses
puede resultar en una remision a un tribunal por ausentismo escolar.

Ademas, entendemos que en ocasiones las salidas tempranas pueden ser necesarias. Cada
padre o tutor tiene permitido justificar hasta tres salidas tempranas al afio con una nota.
Después de la tercera salida temprana, los padres deben proporcionar documentacion que
cumpla con los criterios de la Agencia de Educacién de Texas (TEA) para las ausencias
justificadas, que incluyen:

e (Citas médicas
e Comparecencias ante el tribunal
» Celebracion de festividades religiosas

Si un padre o tutor considera que una ausencia o salida temprana debe considerarse una
excusa administrativa, puede programar una reunion con la administracion del campus. Sin
embargo, tenga en cuenta que cualquier decision al respecto queda a discrecion del
administrador y se evaluara caso por caso.

Agradecemos su continuo apoyo para garantizar que su hijo/a esté presente y listo/a para
aprender cada dia. Juntos, podemos hacer de la asistencia una prioridad y brindar a cada
estudiante la mejor oportunidad de éxito. ‘




CHROMEBOOK RESPONSIBILITY AND EXPECTATIONS

At East Montana Middle School, we are committed to providing students with the tools they
need to succeed in the classroom and beyond. Each student is issued a Chromebook to
support their academic progress, and with this privilege comes the responsibility of proper
care and appropriate use.

As a reminder, parents and guardians are financially responsible for any damage to or loss
of the Chromebook issued to their child. This includes, but is not limited to, broken screens,
damaged keyboards, missing chargers, or devices that are lost or stolen. Not paying fines
from the previous year can delay registration.

To ensure accountability, all devices will be subject to regular audits and inspections. If a
Chromebook is found to be damaged or missing, the student and their parent or guardian will
be contacted to discuss the audit findings and any necessary next steps.

We also want to address a growing concern related to inappropriate behavior influenced by
social media trends. Any student found to have intentionally damaged a Chromebook—
whether due to viral challenges, reckless behavior, or gross negligence—will be held fully
accountable. In such cases:

e The student and parent will be responsible for paying the full replacement cost of the
device, regardless of the Chromebook’s condition or previous wear.

e The student may face disciplinary action, which may include suspension, placement in an
alternative setting, or removal from East Montana Middle School altogether, depending
on the severity and circumstances of the incident.

We ask for your partnership in helping our students understand the importance of respecting
school property and using technology responsibly. Together, we can ensure that every Rattler
has access to the tools they need while maintaining a safe, respectful, and accountable
learning environment.




RESPONSABILIDAD Y EXPECTATIVAS DE CHROMEBOOKS

En la Escuela East Montana Middle School, nos comprometemos a brindarles a los
estudiantes las herramientas necesarias para tener éxito en el aula y mas alla. Cada
estudiante recibe una Chromebook para apoyar su progreso académico, y este privilegio
conlleva la responsabilidad de cuidarla y usarla adecuadamente.

Como recordatorio, los padres y tutores son financieramente responsables de cualquier
dano o pérdida de la Chromebook que se le haya entregado a su hijo/a. Esto incluye, entre
otros, pantallas rotas, teclados dafnados, cargadores faltantes o dispositivos perdidos o
robados. El impago de las multas del afio anterior puede retrasar la inscripcion.

Para garantizar la rendicion de cuentas, todos los dispositivos estaran sujetos a auditorias e
inspecciones periddicas. Si se detecta que una Chromebook esta dafiada o falta, se
contactara al estudiante y a su padre/madre o tutor para hablar sobre los resultados de la
auditoria y los pasos a seguir.

También queremos abordar la creciente preocupacion relacionada con el comportamiento
inapropiado influenciado por las tendencias en redes sociales. Cualquier estudiante que
haya danado intencionalmente una Chromebook, ya sea por retos virales, comportamiento

imprudente o negligencia grave, sera plenamente responsable. En tales casos:

* El estudiante y sus padres seran responsables de pagar el costo total de reemplazo del
dispositivo, independientemente del estado o el desgaste previo de la Chromebook.

e El estudiante podria enfrentar medidas disciplinarias, que pueden incluir suspension,
asignacion a un entorno alternativo o la expulsién total de la Escuela East Montana
Middle School, segun la gravedad y las circunstancias del incidente.

Solicitamos su colaboracion para ayudar a nuestros estudiantes a comprender la
importancia de respetar la propiedad escolar y usar la tecnologia de forma responsable.
Juntos, podemos garantizar que cada estudiante de Rattler tenga acceso a las herramientas
que necesita, manteniendo un entorno de aprendizaje seguro, respetuoso y responsable.




TEXAS HOUSE BILL 1481 - STUDENT USE OF CELL PHONE

We would like to inform you of an important update that will impact all students across Clint
ISD. In response to House Bill 1481, recently passed by the Texas Legislature, the Clint ISD
Student Code of Conduct will be updated for the 2025-2026 school year to reflect new legal
requirements related to the use of personal communication devices during school hours.

What is changing?

Under the new law and district policy:

Students are prohibited from using personal communication devices—including cell
phones, smartwatches, tablets, and personal laptops—during instructional time.
Students will be required to store these devices in a designated, secure, out-of-sight
location within the classroom as determined by the district and campus procedures.
Inappropriate use of a personal communication device during the school day will result in
disciplinary action in accordance with the updated Code of Conduct.

There are exceptions to this rule for students with documented needs, such as those
supported through an IEP, 504 plan, or a directive from a qualified physician. Additionally,

accommodations may be made for specific health or safety protocols.

We understand that personal devices are a part of daily life for many students and families.
However, this change is aimed at minimizing distractions and ensuring that every student is
fully engaged in learning during the school day.

We appreciate your cooperation and partnership as we implement these changes in
alignment with state law. Additional guidance and campus-specific procedures will be shared
with students during the first week of school.

If you have any questions or need clarification on the updated policy, please do not hesitate
to contact our front office.




PROYECTO DE LEY 1481 DE LA CAMARA DE REPRESENTANTES
DE TEXAS: USO DEL TELEFONO CELULAR POR PARTE DE LOS
ESTUDIANTES

Nos gustaria informarles sobre una actualizacion importante que afectara a todos los estudiantes del
Distrito Escolar Independiente de Clint (ISD). En respuesta al Proyecto de Ley 1481 de la Cdmara de
Representantes, aprobado recientemente por la Legislatura de Texas, el Cédigo de Conducta
Estudiantil del ISD de Clint se actualizara para el afio escolar 2025-2026 para reflejar los nuevos
requisitos legales relacionados con el uso de dispositivos de comunicacion personal durante el
horario escolar.

¢Qué esta cambiando?

Segun la nueva ley y la politica del distrito:

e Se prohibe a los estudiantes usar dispositivos de comunicacion personal, como teléfonos
celulares, relojes inteligentes, tabletas y computadoras portatiles personales, durante el horario
escolar.

¢ Los estudiantes deberan guardar estos dispositivos en un lugar designado, seguro y fuera de la
vista dentro del aula, segun lo determinen los procedimientos del distrito y del campus.

e Eluso inapropiado de un dispositivo de comunicacién personal durante la jornada escolar
resultara en medidas disciplinarias de acuerdo con el Cédigo de Conducta actualizado.

Existen excepciones a esta regla para estudiantes con necesidades documentadas, como aquellos
que reciben apoyo a través de un IEP, un plan 504 o una directiva de un médico calificado. Ademas,
se podran realizar adaptaciones para protocolos especificos de salud o seguridad.

Entendemos que los dispositivos personales forman parte de la vida diaria de muchos estudiantes y
familias. Sin embargo, este cambio tiene como objetivo minimizar las distracciones y garantizar que
todos los estudiantes participen plenamente en el aprendizaje durante la jornada escolar.

Agradecemos su cooperacién y colaboracién mientras implementamos estos cambios de acuerdo
con la ley estatal. Durante la primera semana de clases, se compartiran con los estudiantes
directrices adicionales y procedimientos especificos del campus.

Si tiene alguna pregunta o necesita aclaracion sobre la politica actualizada, no dude en contactar con
nuestra oficina principal.




BACK TO SCHOOL

BACKPACK
CIVEAWAY

JOIN US FOR A BACKPACK GIVEAWAY BEFORE
THE START OF THE SCHOOL YEAR!

*WHILE SUPPLIES LAST*

FRIDAY JULY 18™, AT 5:30 PM
AT THE PARK IN FRONT OF EAST MONTANA
MIDDLE SCHOOL, OFF OF GREG DR

EAST MONTANA MIDDLE: 3490 ASCENCION ST,
EL PASO, TX 79938

7 JACKIE GMARY ,

ONZALEZ

STATE REPRESENTATIVE # DISTRICT 75

\
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EVENTS FOR JULY/AUGUST 2025

Tuesday, July 22 - Regular Board Meeting | 6 PM | Board Room
Friday, August 15 - Early Release / Half Day Teacher Training
Saturday, August 16 - Football - East Montana @ Ysleta MS
Volleyball - East Montana @ Parkland
Saturday, August 23 - Football - East Montana @ Parkland MS
Volleyball - Ft. Hancock @ East Montana
Tuesday, August 26 - Regular Board Meeting | 6 PM | Board Room
Wednesday, August 27 - Cross Country - Gadsden MS Invitational
Saturday, August 30 - Football - Garcia Enriquez @ East Montana
Volleyball - Clint @ East Montana

IMPORTANT LINKS HELPFUL CONTACTS

Bell Schedule Claudia Ibarra - Assistant Principal M-Z
915-294-5412/claudia.ibarra@clint.net
Darlene Olmeda - Principal’s Secretary
Dress Code Expectations 915-926-5202/darlene.olmeda@clint.net

. Priscilla Guerrero RN, BSN - School Nurse
EMMS Live Broadcast (915)926-5215/priscilla.guerrero@clint.net

Clint ISD Attendance Policy

P3 Anonymous Report Graciela Gonzales - Attendance Clerk
(915)926-5207/graciela.gonzales@clint.net
Project Vida Campus Care Norma Padilla - Registrar
(915)926-5210/norma.padilla@clint.net
Paulette Pefia - Counselor A-L

Student Code of Conduct

Tutoring Schedule (915) 926-5219/Paulette.pena@clint.net
Antonia Perez - Counselor M-Z

Welcome Packet (915-926-5220/antonia.perez@clint.net



https://clintwebnet-30-us-west1-01.preview.finalsitecdn.com/our-school/bell-schedule
https://www.clintweb.net/peims/attendance-manual
https://clintwebnet-30-us-west1-01.preview.finalsitecdn.com/parents/dress-code
https://www.youtube.com/@EMSrattlersCISD/live
https://www.p3campus.com/tipform.aspx?ID=5109
https://www.pvida.net/campus-care-program#:~:text=clinic%20services,results%20ready%20in%2015%20minutes.
https://www.clintweb.net/Page/3678
https://clintwebnet-30-us-west1-01.preview.finalsitecdn.com/academics/tutoring-schedule-2024-2025
https://www.clintweb.net/Domain/4398
mailto:tirsa.gamez@clint.net

THANK YOU, PARENTS!

bk

The best inheritance a parent
can give his children is a few
minutes of his time each day.

O. A. BATTISTA




