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District 129 Middle Schools
2025-2026
Student Handbook

Welcome to the 2025-2026 School Year

The purpose of this handbook is to familiarize students and families with the most current procedures
and expectations needed to keep our buildings operating in a safe and orderly manner. Any updates
or changes to these procedures will be communicated in multiple media formats, including an update
to this document. Access to the student handbooks and Student Rights and Responsibilities can be
found on the district and individual school websites. If you would like a printed copy, please contact
your child’s school office and they can assist you.

Our entire staff would like to welcome our new and returning students to a new and exciting school
year in School District 129, where we embrace the curiosity, complexity, and joy of learning!

Herget Middle School
1550 Deerpath Road
Aurora, IL 60506

Main: (630) 301-5006
Attendance: (630) 301-5230
Student Services: (630) 301-5235
Health Office: (630) 301-5240
FAX: (630) 907-3146

Jefferson Middle School
1151 Plum Street
Aurora, IL 60506

Main: (630) 301-5009
Attendance: (630) 301-5300
Student Services: (630) 301-5311
Health Office: (630) 301-5312
FAX: (630) 301-5711

Jewel Middle School
1501 Waterford Road
North Aurora, IL 60542

Main: (630) 301-5010
Attendance: (630) 301-5345
Student Services: (630) 301-5327
Health Office: (630) 301-5328
FAX: (630) 907-3161

Washington Middle School
231 Constitution Drive
Aurora, IL 60506

Main: (630) 301-5017
Attendance: (630) 301-5500
Student Services: (630) 301-5479
Health Office: (630) 301-5483
FAX: (630) 844-5712




Absence Reporting Procedures

Ensuring your child attends school regularly is crucial for their academic and social-emotional growth.
We understand that there are times when a student may need to miss school due to appointments,
family emergencies, or illness. If your child is unable to attend school on a particular day, we kindly
ask that parents/guardians contact the school attendance line before 9:30 a.m. to report the absence.

In our commitment to maintaining healthy and safe school environments, our school health offices
work diligently to ensure the well-being of all students. We kindly ask parents and guardians to send
their children to school even if they are mildly ill. However, if a student is too sick to be at school, we
will promptly send them home to recover.

When reporting student absences, we request that parents or guardians provide the reason for each
absence to the attendance line. Additionally, we encourage parents/guardians to furnish our school
offices with any relevant notes from the appropriate agency or healthcare provider to document the
reason for the absence. Your cooperation in keeping us informed about student absences helps us
maintain a healthy and supportive learning environment for all students. Thank you for your
understanding and support.

In our commitment to maintaining a healthy and safe school environment, we also request that the
reason for each absence be provided when contacting the attendance line. Additionally, we
encourage parents/guardians to provide our school offices with any relevant notes from the
appropriate agency or healthcare provider to document the reason for the absence.

You can find the contact details for the attendance reporting phone numbers on the first page of this
handbook for your convenience. Your cooperation in keeping us informed about student absences is
greatly appreciated.

Please note that students who are absent for 15 consecutive school days, without a valid cause, will
be withdrawn from the school district. If you wish to re-enroll, please email the registration office at
reqgistration@sd129.org or by phone at 630-301-5050. Re-enroliment does not guarantee placement
in the same schedule or school of residence.

Middle School Hours
e 0:20 - Students may enter the building for breakfast
e 9:35 - Late Start Monday (Mondays only)
e 38:45 - Start of the Academic Day (Tuesday - Friday)
e 3:38 - End of the School Day (Tuesday - Friday)

Excused Absences - A parent or guardian must authorize all student absences and notify the
school either in advance or at the time of the absence. A student’s absence will be considered
excused if it falls under one of the following categories.

While absences may be excused, it's important to note that even when a student is absent for a
valid reason, they miss out on valuable learning and classroom engagement. Regular attendance is
critical for academic success, and we encourage families to ensure students are in school
whenever possible to avoid falling behind.

Personal iliness

Mental or behavioral health related absence
Pregnancy/postpartum

Serious family emergency
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e Death in the family

e Attendance at religious classes and/or holidays that were approved beforehand

e Attendance at a civic event, by a middle or high school student, that was approved
beforehand

e Medical, Dental, and/or Vision appointments documented by qualified medical personnel

e Circumstances causing reasonable concern to the parent/guardian for emotional, mental, or
physical safety or health of the student

e District transportation failures

e Prearranged absences approved by building administration — For example: Students of voting
age may be excused for up to two hours to exercise their right to vote in local, state, and/or
federal elections.

e Students in grades 6-12 who sound “Taps” at a military honors funeral for a deceased veteran

e When a student’s parent/guardian, who is an active duty member or member of the uniformed
services, has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or has immediately returned from
deployment to a combat zone or combat-support postings.

Students absent for a valid cause (excused absence) may make up missed homework and
classwork assignments in a reasonable timeframe.

Unexcused Absences - Absences that do not fall under the excused categories will be considered
unexcused and may result in interventions or consequences as outlined in district policy. Examples
of unexcused absences include, but are not limited to:

e Skipping class or another unauthorized absence from a classroom or other assigned area
Any full-day absence not reported by a parent or guardian

Personal or avoidable absences and appointments

Oversleeping or missing the bus

Babysitting or taking care of siblings

Family vacations

Non-school-sponsored activities or trips

Failure to provide proper documentation for an absence that requires approval

Any false call made by someone other than a parent or guardian or other authorized adult

Academic Honesty

Coursework, homework, and academic honesty are integral parts of learning in District 129. As part of
our commitment to our learners, we want to ensure that we provide them with personalized feedback
and a fair evaluation of their work. To accomplish this, all work submitted must be their own.

Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarizing, generating content through the
unauthorized use of artificial intelligence software, wrongfully giving or receiving help during an
academic examination, wrongfully obtaining test copies or scores, and using personal devices to
engage in academic dishonesty is a serious offense that is prohibited by District 129.

Work submitted in violation of this policy may risk both academic and disciplinary consequences. |If
students have questions about academic honesty, they should speak with their teacher before
submitting their work.



How to avoid academic dishonesty:
e (Citing sources

e Ask for clarification
e Get extra help

Assessments
District 129 implements general achievement and ability assessments from 6th through 8th grade.
These assessments serve several purposes:

e Reveal Understanding: the function of assessment is to provide opportunities and open doors
for learners to reveal their understanding in a variety of ways on different topics.

e Inform Practices: Assessment data should be used to measure student learning and inform
our instructional practices to meet the needs of our students.

e Provide Feedback: Assessment should allow educators and students to engage in specific
feedback to extend learning and understanding.

Bicycles

When your child decides to ride a bicycle to school, it's crucial for them to securely park and lock their
bike in the designated racks provided. While we strongly encourage the use of these facilities to
safeguard students' belongings, it's important to understand that District 129 cannot be held
responsible for any instances of theft or damage to bicycles. Your cooperation in ensuring your child
knows how to properly secure their bicycle is greatly appreciated to minimize any potential risks.

Birthday Treats and Celebrations

School District 129 requests that students and parents refrain from bringing edible treats and
non-edible items to school for celebratory purposes. We value the cooperation of our parents and
guardians in helping us maintain healthy school environments.

Cafeteria
To ensure a healthy environment for all students, all food and drinks must be consumed in designated
areas. Outside food delivery (i.e. UberEats) to students at the school is not permitted.

All students in District 129 are entitled to a school breakfast and lunch at no cost. If a meal arrives
outside of a student’s designated lunch time, they will not be disrupted from class to eat. Rest
assured, students without a lunch will still receive a school-provided meal, free of charge. For
additional information about the guidelines of this federal program, please refer to the district’'s
website at www.sd129.orqg.

Practicing good hand hygiene is key to promoting health and preventing the spread of iliness. District
129 recommends that students and staff members wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds, both before and after eating. Hand sanitizer approved by the district is also
readily available for use during school hours.
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Cell Phones and Smart Technology

OFF AND AWAY, ALL DAY! Personal electronic devices, if brought to school, must be silenced
and stored in a backpack, locker, or purse for the entirety of the academic day. If personal
devices are brought to school, they must be silenced and stored out of sight for the entirety of the
academic day (8:45 AM to 3:38 PM) and should not disrupt the educational environment. Students
are allowed to use their devices in areas designated by the school's administration, before and after
school hours, and during school events. In case of an urgent need to speak to your student during the
day, please contact the school directly.

To maintain a safe and focused learning environment, students are encouraged to refrain from
bringing personal electronic devices to school due to the potential risks of vandalism, theft, or loss.
Please note that the District assumes no responsibility for lost, stolen, or damaged items.

Electronic devices may not be used for creating, sending, sharing, viewing, receiving, or possessing
indecent visual depictions or non-consensual dissemination of private sexual images as defined in
State law, i.e., sexting. Possession is prohibited regardless of whether the depiction violates State
law. Any cellular phone or electronic device will be confiscated and may be searched if there is
reasonable suspicion that its contents are directly related to sexting or other policy violations. All
sexting violations will require school administrators to follow student discipline policies in addition to
contacting the police and reporting suspected child abuse or neglect when appropriate.

Electronic devices provided by District 129 should be stored in protective coverings to prevent
damage from dropping or improper storage. Students may carry their devices in their backpacks
during the school day.

Electronic Device Grade Level Permissions

OFF AND AWAY Elementary: At the elementary level, smariphones, cell phones,
CELLPHONES, EARBUDS/HEADPHONES, AND OTHER earbuds/headphones, and other electronic devices must be turned off and kept out of
: sight for the entire school day. Using the device in the hallway or lunch room is not

STORE IT SAFELY: permitted.

Middle School: At the middle school level, smartphones, cell phones,
earbuds/headphones, and other electronic devices must be turned off and kept out of
sight for the entire school day. Using the device in the hallway or lunch room is not
permitted.

High School: At the high school level, smartphones, cell phones,
earbuds/headphones, and other electronic devices must be kept out of sight, such as
in a backpack, purse, locker, or designated area provided by the school in all learning
spaces. Using the device during passing periods and assigned lunch periods is
permitted.

Closed Campus Procedures

For the safety and security of our students, it is essential that they do not leave the school building
during the school day without proper authorization. This requires being signed out by a parent or
guardian who presents photo identification or obtaining permission from school personnel.

Additionally, students should not open exterior doors for anyone during school hours. All visitors to
our school must use the main entrance and follow sign-in procedures. Students who arrive after the
start of the school day should also check in with the main office before going to class.



Community Agency Support and Crisis Response

IRIS is an agency that collaborates with District 129 to align families with service providers who work
together to support people in our community. If you are interested in working with one of our related
service professionals to be referred to IRIS, please use the link below to access the consent form.
The link can also be found on our district's website, www.sd129.org.

By completing and signing this form, you agree that District 129 can use an online system called IRIS
to refer you to the programs and resources you choose. If you agree, your name and date of birth will
be shared with service providers in the online system. Your date of birth will be used for identification
purposes only. Other personal information will be shared only with staff at the program(s) we refer you
to and the local IRIS Data Manager(s). They will only use your family’s personal information to
coordinate services by sending a referral or contacting you to offer services. This personal
information may include:

e Details about you and/or your family that will help the program(s) understand your needs (Ex:
household information, services requested, other programs you are referred to, etc.).

e Information that will help the program(s) know how to best contact you.

e Information about assessments you receive (Ex: answers to questions about housing needs,
tobacco use, prenatal care, etc.)

District 129 partners with many local agencies to provide services and resources to our students and
families. For a comprehensive list of local resources, please visit the student services page on our
website.

Contacting a Teacher

We want to hear from our parents/guardians and encourage home and school communication.
Education is much more impactful when schools and families partner together in the best interest of
the child. Contacting your child’s teacher directly is often the most effective way to address any
concerns or questions you may have. We recommend reaching out to the teacher first for any
academic-related matters.

To contact a teacher, please use the teacher’s voicemail or email, which is accessible through the
District’'s website, www.sd129.org. Schoology, District 129’s online learning platform, is also available
for communication with teachers. This platform is accessible to both students and parents, providing
another avenue for staying connected and informed.

Content Filtering/Gaggle

District 129 uses Gaggle’s content filtering platform to ensure a safe and productive online learning
environment for all students. Gaggle monitors digital communications and activities on district-owned
devices and those connected to our network to protect against inappropriate content, cyberbullying,
and potential threats of harm. This monitoring helps maintain a secure and supportive educational
setting.

If there are any student-specific concerns, a school administrator or social-emotional support staff
member will notify parents. If a parent is unavailable or unreachable, a local police officer may assist
by conducting a wellness check on the student or family at home.
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Dressing and Grooming

A student’s clothing provides them with the ability to express who they are as individuals and feel
comfortable in our school environments. Our dress code aims to free all members of our school
community from being singled out or restricted based on race, sex, gender identity, gender
expression, sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, cultural observance, household income, or body
type/size. Students must wear a shirt, pants/shorts/skirt, dress, and shoes to ensure certain body
parts (genitalia, buttocks, and breasts) are covered and non-disruptive to the educational process or
interfere with the maintenance of a positive learning climate.

Our Values
e All students may wear clothes that are comfortable and provide them the right to express who
they are as individuals.
e All students are responsible for respecting individual rights to freedom of expression

Our Goals
e Maintain a safe learning environment
e Allow students to wear clothing that represents their identified gender
e Allow students to wear religious attire without fear of discipline or discrimination

Students may wear:
e Religious headwear
e Hoodie sweatshirts (wearing the hood is allowed, but the face must be visible to school staff.
Hoods should be removed if directed by a staff member.)
e Hats worn inside the school building must be worn forward-facing and may not depict any of
the following characteristics. (Hats should be removed if directed by a staff member.)
e Fitted pants, yoga pants, and “skinny” type jeans (must be opaque/not see-through)
Pajama-like pants (for example: flannel or fleece pants)
e Athletic attire (consistent with rights and responsibilities)

Students cannot wear:
e Violent language or images or gang identification
Images or language depicting, drugs, alcohol, vaping, or paraphernalia (anything illegal)
Hate speech, profanity, or pornography
Images or language that creates a hostile or intimidating environment based on any protected
class or marginalized groups
Any clothing that reveals visible undergarments (waistbands and straps are ok)
A bulletproof vest, body armor, or tactical gear
Swimsuits
Footwear that may damage the flooring
Accessories that could be considered dangerous or could be used as a weapon.
Any item that covers the face except as a religious observance or personal protective
equipment (PPE)

Early Pick-Up (During the School Day)

If your child needs to leave school before the regular dismissal time, we ask that a parent/guardian
inform the school office as soon as possible, mentioning the time and reason for the early departure.
Our school office staff will do their best to ensure that your child is ready and waiting in the office at
the scheduled pick-up time.

To prioritize student safety, only parents/guardians or approved adult emergency contacts are allowed
to pick up students. When requesting an early dismissal, please provide written notice to the school



office, specifying who will be responsible for picking up your child. This ensures that we release
students only to authorized individuals. It's also helpful if you discuss these plans with your children
beforehand so they're aware of the arrangements.

For the security of our students, all parents/guardians and approved adult emergency contacts
picking a student up must present a driver's license or state-issued photo ID card, even if our staff
already know you. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation with this identification process.

Please note that early dismissals will not be permitted after 3:15 to minimize disruptions to our
dismissal process at the end of the school day.

Grading System
The grading system used on the middle school report card is designed to provide parents/guardians
with an evaluation of students’ achievement and an assessment of their work. The letter grade (A, B,
C, D, F) indicates the degree of achievement and shows the relationship of work to the work of all
students in the grade.
e A - Excellent
B - Above Average
C - Average
D - Below Average
F - Failure
P - Pass
INC - Incomplete

Parents/guardians are encouraged to check their student’s grades via Schoology regularly. Report
cards are issued electronically through Schoology at the end of each grading period. To access your
student’s grades, please use this link, app.schoology.com.

Incomplete grades (INC) are to be made up within two weeks after a student’s absence. Failure to
complete work within this time limit will result in the lowering of the grade or in some cases, failure of
the course.

Honor Roll
The middle schools will recognize a quarterly honor roll and a special recognition will be given at the
end of the school year. The following Honor Roll standards will be observed each quarter:

e High Honor Roll A student must have A’s in all subject areas to qualify.

e Honor Roll A student must not have any grade below a B in all subject areas.

Health Services

General Information

Parent/Guardian should notify the health office and provide relevant documentation for any student’s
chronic health conditions, life-threatening conditions, medications and therapeutic regimens on an
annual basis or when it changes. Students who become ill during the school day or those who require
first aid may visit the heath office during school hours. Parents/Guardians will be notified of more
severe incidents. In the event of a medical emergency, school personnel may call 911 for additional
assistance. District Guidelines for returning to school after an illness will be followed in conjunction
with any related health provider documents.

If a student is not feeling well they must check out in the health office and authorization must be given
before leaving the building or the absence will be considered unexcused. No student will be excused



from school unless a parent/guardian or person designated has been notified and appropriate
transportation arranged. Under certain circumstances, the District may require parents/guardians to
present medical documentation of physical or emotional conditions causing student absence. In the
event EMS services are provided to a student, West Aurora School District 129 reserves the right to
request follow-up medical documentation. This may include, but is not limited to, medical clearance
for the student to resume athletic activities, participate in physical education, or confirm the student’s
ability to safely attend school.

Anaphylaxis Prevention, Response, and Management Program

Parents/Guardians of students with life-threatening allergies or those at risk for anaphylaxis should
provide the school health office with written instructions from the student’s health care provider for
handling allergic reactions and all necessary medication for implementing the student-specific order
on an annual basis. For information on District 129’s Anaphylaxis Response Policy, please contact
your student’s health office.

District 129 participates in the National School Lunch/School Breakfast program. According to the
USDA's Food and Nutrition Services Instruction 783-2 Revision 2, a medical statement from a
physician detailing food allergies must be provided before the school can make any restrictions or
substitutions for students. If your child has any dietary restrictions, please contact the Certified School
Nurse at your child’s school.

Communicable and Chronic Infectious Diseases

The district will observe recommendations of the lllinois Department of Public Health in
correspondence with the Kane County Health Department regarding communicable diseases. Please
visit our website at SD129.org, for additional information on Influenza disease and Meningococcal
disease.

Concussion Safety

Students who exhibit signs, symptoms, or behaviors consistent with a concussion or head injury
during school hours will be removed from participation or competition at that time. For the safety of
the injured student, they will not be permitted to return to play unless cleared to do so by a licensed
physician or a certified athletic trainer. Students who have experienced concussions will be supported
by the District in accordance with the Return-to-Play and Return-to-Learn protocols.
Parents/guardians should notify the building administration and health office if they are aware their
student has suffered a concussion either during or after school hours.

Diabetes

A diabetes care plan shall be submitted to the school at the beginning of the school year; upon
enrollment, as soon as practical following a student’s diagnosis, or when a student’s care needs
change during the school year. Parent/Guardian shall be responsible for informing the school in a
timely manner of any changes to the diabetes care plan. Please visit our website at SD129.org, for
additional information on Type 1 Diabetes.

Head Lice

Students with head lice do not need to be sent home early from school. When lice/nits are found on a
student at school, the student’s parent/guardian will be informed. Any household contacts that attend
school in West Aurora School District will be called to the health office to be checked. Student’s with
lice are encouraged to begin treatment promptly. For additional resources regarding lice treatment,
please contact your student’s health office.



Health Examinations & Immunizations
e Physical Examination and Immunizations

o A complete physical examination and immunization record within one year prior to the
following is required: entering kindergarten or the first grade, entering the sixth and ninth
grades and enrolling in an lllinois school for the first time.

o Immunization requirements for children enrolling or entering a school in lllinois are
available on the lllinois Department of Public Health’s website.

o Unless the student is homeless or some other exemption or extension applies, failure to
comply with the above requirements by October 15 of the current school year will result
in the student’s exclusion from school until the required health forms are presented to
the District. New students who register after October 15 of the current school year shall
have 30 days following registration to comply with the health examination and
immunization regulations.

e Vision Examination
o Before October 15th of each school year, all students enrolling in Kindergarten or
enrolling for the first time in an lllinois school shall show proof of having been examined
by a physician who performs eye examinations or an optometrist within the previous
year.

e Dental Examination
o Before May 15th of each school year, all students in Kindergarten, Second, Sixth and
Ninth grades shall present to the school proof of having been examined by a licensed
dentist. The examination must have taken place within 18 months prior to May 15th of
that school year.

e Vision and Hearing Screening
o Vision and Hearing Screenings will be conducted on those students specified under the
guidelines set forth by the lllinois Department of Public Health. Students whose test
results meet referral criteria will be referred to an eye doctor, audiologist or family
physician for further evaluation.

e Exemptions

o In accordance with rules adopted by the lllinois Department of Public Health, a student
will be exempted from the policy’s health requirements on medical grounds if a
physician provides written verification or on religious grounds if the student’s
parents/guardians presents a statement for each immunization/examination requested
along with the completed lllinois Certificate of Religious Exemption, signed by the
student’s healthcare provider (MD/OD, APN, PA), submitted on the same schedule as
the requirement referenced above.

Jeff Craig Family Resource Center

The school-linked health center is powered by VNA Health Care and is accessible to any District 129
student. The VNA provides a range of services, such as medical care, mental health services, and
dietician services. The goal is to improve students’ health and well-being, enhance their academic
performance, and reduce absenteeism by ensuring easy access to necessary healthcare services.
For more information about the VNA’s services and the necessary consent forms, please visit our
website at SD129.0rg.

The Marie Wilkinson Micro-Pantry provides essential food assistance to District 129 students and
families to help address food insecurities and ensure students have the necessary resources to
succeed academically and personally. Located at the Jeff Craig Family Resource Center, the



micro-pantry will provide a variety of non-perishable food items, school supplies, and other basic
necessities. For more information about how to access the micro-pantry, please speak to the
administration at your child’s school.

Medication Authorization
e Procedure for Medication Administration
o The administration of medication to students during regular school hours and during
school-related activities is strongly discouraged unless absolutely necessary for the
critical well being and health of the student. When a student’s licensed health care
provider and parent/guardian believe that it is necessary for the student to take a
medication during school hours or school-related activities, the parent/guardian must
request that the school dispense the medication to the student and otherwise complete
the District's Medication Authorization Form and follow the District's Medication Policy &
Procedures on dispensing medication.
e Self-Administration of Medication
o A student may possess epinephrine, glucagon, or emergency seizure medication for
immediate use at the student’s discretion, provided the student’s parent/guardian and
physician has completed and signed the Medication Authorization Form, indicating the
student’'s permission to self-carry. A student may possess medication prescribed for
asthma for immediate use at the student's discretion, provided the student’s
parent/guardian has completed and signed the Self~Administration of Asthma
Medication Authorization Form.

Physical Education Excusal Requests

A student may be excused from physical education classes for up to two days with a note or request
from the parent/guardian. However, for longer periods of non-participation, a doctor’s note is required.
The doctor’'s note should clearly state the duration of time for which the student is unable to
participate in physical education activities.

Undesignated Medication

The District may secure and maintain a supply of undesignated asthma medication, epinephrine,
glucagon and/or opioid antagonist when available, in the name of the District and provide or
administer them as necessary according to State law. Registered Nurses or trained personnel may
administer undesignated asthma medication, epinephrine, glucagon and/or opioid antagonist to a
person who they, in good faith, believe is having a health crisis. The provision for undesignated
medications will be VOID when the District is unable to secure a prescription for, or the supply of the
medication. Undesignated medications are not intended to replace individual student medications.
West Aurora School District is required to notify parents/guardians of undesignated medication
protocols at the time of enrollment. By enrolling your child at West Aurora School District and
reviewing this handbook, you acknowledge that you have been informed of such standing protocols.

Homework

Homework at the middle school level becomes more formal and requires more time and effort as the
student progresses and prepares for high school. Parental guidance is a crucial component of a
student's success in the classroom. Parents/guardians should monitor their child's home study and
homework completion daily.

Because both classwork and homework are an integral part of learning at the middle school level, it is
the student's responsibility to complete their work whether they are present in school or absent. A
failure to complete work according to the timeline established by the teacher may result in a lower
grade. Students who miss school due to an excused absence will be expected to complete their



missing work, tests, or quizzes within the required timeline established by the teacher. Students who
miss school due to chronic truancy or an unexcused absence will be provided the opportunity to
complete missed assignments at the teacher's discretion. Failure to complete assignments in the
allotted time frame may result in loss of credit.
Students have the right to earn the maximum points for make-up assignments for excused absences
provided they:

e Request homework on or before the day he/she returns to school

e Establish a timeline with the teacher for the completion of work

e Complete the work within these guidelines

e Obtain, from fellow classmates, class notes missed

The student should expect the teacher to do the following:

Require completion of tests and quizzes assigned before the absence

Collect any work assigned before the absence or assignments sent home during the absence
Provide instructions for assignments

Give a reasonable amount of time to complete make-up work

Communicate make-up policies early in the semester

The student should not expect the teacher to do the following:
e Duplicate classroom activities
e Provide tutoring
e Provide all work to a student before an extended absence

Occasionally, students are absent for an extended period of time. Should an extended absence be 10
days or longer, a parent/guardian should contact the building administrator and request a conference
to address make-up work.

Any parent/guardian questions regarding a student’s homework should be directed to the classroom
teacher via Schoology, email, or phone. Parents may access Schoology by logging onto the district’s

website at, app.schoology.com.

Parent/Guardian Contact Information

In District 129, we value the partnerships we have with parents and guardians. It's crucial for our staff
to have the most updated student and school information, especially during emergencies. Please
ensure all contact information is current whenever changes occur.

Our messaging platforms utilize both landline and cellular telephone numbers, as well as email
addresses. To update this information, please reach out to your student’s school or contact our
registration office at 630-301-5050.

Only individuals listed as parents or guardians are authorized to pick up a student from school without
prior notification. If an emergency contact needs to remove a student, the parent or guardian must
notify the main office beforehand. Additionally, it's important to update emergency contacts as they
may change throughout the school year.

In the rare event that a child is not picked up from school and neither the parent/guardian nor
emergency contact can be reached, the school staff will contact local law enforcement to assist with
parent/guardian reunification. Your cooperation in keeping contact information current ensures the
safety and well-being of all students.



Prohibited Personal Iltems

Personal items that could jeopardize school safety or disrupt the learning environment, including
actual or items perceived as weapons, are strictly prohibited on school premises. Students found in
possession of such items will face disciplinary actions, which may include suspension or expulsion
from school. For more details, please refer to School Board Policy 7.190, accessible in the Student
Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. Additionally, please review the Weapon/Prohibited Items
Letter for important information and guidance. You can find the letter and further details by visiting
sd129.org - Weapon/Prohibited Items

School Bus/Transportation

Riding the bus to school - Students who are assigned to a bus for the morning route should arrive
at the bus stop 5 minutes before the scheduled pick-up time. This ensures that they are ready and
waiting when the bus arrives, helping to keep the morning routine running smoothly.

Riding the bus to and from school is a privilege. To ensure the safety of all students, it is the
expectation that they remain seated, board and exit the bus at their assigned bus stops, follow the
instructions of the bus driver, communicate respectfully, refrain from eating food while on the bus, and
avoid causing any damage to the bus at any time. When your student adheres to these guidelines
they help maintain a safe and orderly transportation experience for everyone.

School Safety

District 129 works with a broad-based team representing law enforcement, emergency services,
community agencies, and others to continually improve response to emergency situations. In the
event of an emergency, communication will be broadcast to parents/guardians via automated phone,
email, text messaging, and social media. Please follow the instructions communicated in those
communications to help our school staff mitigate the emergency.

School safety drills will be scheduled at times established by the school’s administration. A minimum
of the following will occur each school year:

e 3 evacuation drills

e 4 accountability drills

e 2 severe weather drills

e 3 ALICE drills (1 with law enforcement present)

e 1 bus evacuation drill
The district's school safety team firmly believes that providing regular opportunities to practice safety
measures is essential for the well-being of students, staff, and the entire school community.
Therefore, all school safety drills will be announced to students beforehand, and there will be no use
of look-alike weapons or frightening tactics during these exercises. Please familiarize yourself with
the school safety directives listed below. When the school or district initiates any of the safety
directives, a notice will be sent to the appropriate targeted parent/guardian group.



District 129’s School Safety Directives

e SECURE THE BUILDING AND TEACH
Initiated when there is a hazard outside the school building. This is NOT a lockdown.

e HOLD-IN-PLACE AND TEACH
Initiated when an incident is occurring within the school (medical, escalating student, or other non-life
threatening concern). This is NOT a lockdown.

e EVACUATION

Initiated when a hazard inside (fire, gas leak, chemical spill) requires relocating outside of the
building.

e SEVERE WEATHER (Tornado Warning/High winds 70+ MPH)
Initiated when the weather requires relocating within the school to the designated shelter areas.

e ALICE-ALICE-ALICE
Initiated when there is an active threat of a person with a firearm or any other weapon capable of
causing death or great bodily harm. This is the highest level of building security.

Student Contact

District 129 respectfully requests that parents/guardians refrain from contacting their child
during school hours. We do, however, understand that emergency situations arise. In the event of
an urgent need to contact your child during the school day, please reach out to the school’s main
office.

District 129 respectfully requests that parents/guardians refrain from contacting their child during
school hours. We do, however, understand that emergency situations arise. In the event of an urgent
need to contact your child during the school day, please reach out to the school’s main office.

Video Surveillance

To enhance the safety and security of students and staff at District 129’s school campuses, we have
installed numerous video cameras and monitoring devices in public areas of the school. These areas
include but are not limited to, hallways, stairwells, cafeterias, and school buses. Any misconduct
observed on video surveillance will result in appropriate disciplinary action being taken.

Please note that video surveillance used to assign student disciplinary actions is considered a student
record. As such, District 129 is unable to release video surveillance footage to parents or guardians.
Rest assured, our priority remains the safety and well-being of all students and staff members.

Visitors and Volunteers

Student and staff safety is paramount in District 129, and we maintain stringent measures to uphold
safe school environments. To ensure safety, all visitors must use the intercom system at the school’s
main entrance. Upon buzzing, visitors will be prompted to state their name and reason for their visit.
Once granted access, visitors must immediately check in at the school’s office.

For security purposes, all visitors are required to present a valid photo identification card before
receiving a visitor’s badge. These IDs are scanned through District 129’s visitor management system,
which is linked to the National Sex Offender Registry. Approved visitors will then be provided with a
visitor’s badge to wear throughout their visit. At the end of the visit, the badge should be returned to
the school’s office.



The Board of Education has established rules and regulations for entry into school buildings during
school hours and for conduct on District property to ensure the supervision and safety of all students.
Violations of these rules may result in a no-trespass order, applicable to specific school buildings and
grounds, including extracurricular activities held at those locations.

All individuals on district property are expected to treat others with respect and engage in conduct
that supports a positive and inclusive school environment. Disruptive, unsafe, or disrespectful
behavior may result in consequences, including a no-trespass order, which can limit or prohibit
access to specific school buildings, school grounds, or extracurricular events held at those locations.

Under the lllinois Criminal Code (720 ILCS 5/21-3), criminal penalties exist for unauthorized entry
onto District property, as well as for engaging in violence and disorderly conduct. District 129 is
committed to enforcing these laws and will pursue criminal charges for any non-compliance.

To volunteer in a District 129 school, please visit our website:
https://www.sd129.org/district/volunteer

Withdrawing and Transferring a Student
If a legal parent/guardian needs to withdraw a student from school, following these steps will ensure
a smooth process:
e Provide the school office with the request to withdraw as soon as possible before the student’s
last day of school.
e Return all textbooks, electronic devices, and any other district-assigned materials to the office.
Satisfy all outstanding monetary responsibilities.
e Once all steps have been completed, the school office will provide the parent/guardian with a
transfer packet to be used for enrollment at the new school.

Student Support Resources

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
9-8-8

Suicide Prevention Services (Batavia)
630-482-9699

National Crisis Counseling Text Line
Text HOME to 741741

SAFE2HELP lllinois
Seek Help Before Harm
1-844-4-SAFEIL
Text - 72332
Download the SAFE2HELP lllinois mobile app
Bookmark the page: www.safe2helplL.com



https://www.sd129.org/district/volunteer
http://www.safe2helpil.com
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