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2025 Summer Reading/Coursework, Eng10 AP Prep
Mrs. Adams-Hoag elizabethadams@tomah.education

Class of 2028 AP Prep Students:

Your summer assignment is to read the short novel Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, attach post-it
annotations, read and analyze a poem, and determine your values. (See directions below.) Please complete all
of this in August so everything is fresh in your mind as you prepare to begin your sophomore year at THS.

We will begin our school year with literary analysis and then turn our focus toward argumentative writing. As
such, we will discuss and write about the merits of Of Mice and Men. Should it be banned from schools? Is it
derogatory? Does it have inappropriate themes? Does it encourage youth to mimic offensive words and
actions? Your reading and understanding of the novel will help you in the beginning weeks of school to delve
into critical thinking and analysis to answer these questions and more.

Content alert:

Due to the time period in which Of Mice and Men takes place, the words, attitudes, opinions, and actions of the
characters are that of farm hands in California during the 1930s. This novel contains the “N” word, racism,
segregation, traditional gender roles, profanity, and derogatory words and actions toward women, people with
disabilities, and black Americans.

John Steinbeck

Known as one of America’s greatest novelists, Steinbeck is a Pulitzer Prize and Nobel Prize in Literature
winner and known for using his life experiences as inspiration for his writing. While his novels contain a plot,
characters, and themes, his depictive writing offers an explicit sharing of his love of the land while making
social commentaries. In his prime, he was referred to as the conscience of America. A simple internet search
will reveal a plethora of information about John Steinbeck and his accomplishments.

Movies & Broadway Play

Over the years, there have been several movie versions of the novel, in addition to a Broadway play. Should
you want to watch a movie or two, please feel free to do so. Please ensure you also read the novel; you'll be
analyzing diction, syntax, and other writing techniques, so it is essential you are familiar with Steinbeck’s
writing.

All 2025 Summer Reading/Coursework due

Directions for August on the first day of school, September 2.

1. Read Of Mice and Men
2. Annotate the following with post-its:
e Chapter summaries,
¢ Meaningful and important conversations, and
¢ Moments when something is left unsaid — making you, the reader, “read between the lines”.
3. Read and summarize each stanza of the poem “To a Mouse”. There are translations on the internet, which
you can use, but your assignment is to summarize stanzas, NOT translate line by line.
4. Use the “List of Values” to evaluate and highlight/select 10-15 of your personal values. Do some deep
thinking about your selections; go beyond the surface level to consider what you value most in others, what
has been instilled in you throughout your childhood, what you need in your life, etc. You may add values that
are not listed.




An’ naething, now, to big a new ane,
O’ foggage green!
An’ bleak December’s winds ensuin,

Baith snell an’ keen!

Thou saw the fields laid bare an’ waste,
An’ weary Winter comin fast,
An’ cozie here, beneath the blast,
Thou thought to dwell,
Till crash! the cruel coulter past
Out thro’ thy cell.

That wee-bit heap o’ leaves an’ stibble
Has cost thee monie a weary nibble!

Now thou’s turnd out, for @’ thy trouble,
But house or hald,

To thole the Winter's sleety dribble,

An’ cranreuch cauld!

But Mousie, thou art no thy-lane,

In proving foresight may be vain:

The best laid schemes o’ Mice an” Men
Gang aft agley,

An’ [ea’e us nought but grief an’ pain,

For promisd joy!

Still, thou art blest, compard wi’ me!

The present only toucheth thee:

But Och! I backward cast my e’e,
On prospects drear!

An’ forward tho’ I canna see,

I guess an’ fear!



To a Mouse

BY ROBERT BURNS

On Turning her up in her Nest, with the Plough, November 1785.

Wee, sleeket, cowran, tim’rous beastie,
O, what a panic’s in thy breastie!
Thou need na start awa sae hasty,

Wi’ bickerin brattle!
I wad be laith to rin an’ chase thee

Wi murd’ring pattle!

I’'m truly sorry Man’s dominion
Has broken Nature’s social union,
An’ justifies that ill opinion,
Which makes thee startle,
At me, thy poor, earth-born companion,

An’ fellow-mortal!

I doubt na, whyles, but thou may thieve;
What then? poor beastie, thou maun live!
A daimen-icker in a thrave

'S a sma’ request:
I'll get a blessin wi’ the lave,

An’ never miss t!

Thy wee-bit housie, too, in ruin!

It’s silly wa's the win’s are strewin!



List of

VALUES

Accountability
Achievement
Adaptability
Adventure
Altruism
Ambition
Authenticity
Balance
Beauty

Being the best
Belonging
Career
Caring
Collaboration
Commitment
Community
Compassion
Competence
Confidence
Connection
Contentment
Contribution
Cooperation
Courage
Creativity
Curiosity
Dignity
Diversity
Environment
Efficiency
Equality

Ethics
Excellence
Fairness
Faith
Family
Financial stability
Forgiveness
Freedom
Friendship
Fun

Future generations
Generosity
Giving back
Grace
Gratitude
Growth
Harmony
Health
Home
Honesty
Hope
Humility
Humor
Inclusion
Independence
Initiative
Integrity
Intuition
Job security
Joy

Justice

Kindness
Knowledge
Leadership
Learning
Legacy

Leisure

Love

Loyalty
Making a difference
Nature
Openness
Optimism
Order
Parenting
Patience
Patriotism
Peace
Perseverance
Personal fulfillment
Power

Pride
Recognition
Reliability
Resourcefulness
Respect
Responsibility
Risk -taking
Safety

Security
Self-discipline
Self-expression

Self-respect
Serenity
Service
Simplicity
Spirituality
Sportsmanship
Stewardship
Success
Teamwork
Thrift

Time

Tradition
Travel

Trust

Truth
Understanding
Uniqueness
Usefulness
Vision
Vulnerability
Wealth
Well-being
Wholeheartedness
Wisdom

Write your own:




