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West Bonner County School District 

 

INSTRUCTION 2720 

 

Participation in Commencement Exercises 

 

Statement of Policy 

 

A student’s right to participate in the commencement exercises of the School District’s graduating class 

is a privilege.  As such, participation in this ceremony is reserved for those members of the graduating 

class who have completed all of the state and local requirements for graduation before the date of the 

ceremony.  Students who complete their requirements after the date of commencement exercises will 

receive their diploma at that time. 

 

Organization and Content of Commencement Exercises 

 

Policy applies to graduating Class of 2016-2017 and beyond.  It is the policy of this district that Class 

Valedictorians and the Senior Class President are invited to address the other participants and audience 

at the commencement ceremony.  If there is only one Valedictorian, the Salutatorian will also be invited 

to speak. 

 

1.  

Valedictorians and Salutatorians will be determined by the Principal after the seventh 

semester of high school and on the basis of the grade point average (GPA). To be 

considered, students will need to have satisfied the requirements for High Honors 

Recognition. The GPA is calculated on a weighted scale and carried out to three (3) 

decimal places. There may be co-valedictorians if two or more students have identical 

GPAs. The Valedictorian and Salutatorian must be selected from students eligible to 

receive High Honors Recognition. To be considered for selection as Valedictorian or 

Salutatorian, students must have completed 2/3 of the credits while attending PRLHS 

and have shown evidence of good citizenship.  

 

Approved Honors Courses for 2016-2017 are as follows: 

 

Honors Band Honors English I, II, 

III & IV 

Geometry Physics 

Accounting I & II Calculus Physics Biology II & Biology 

101 

Pre-Calculus Algebra II Chemistry Computer Repair 

Computer Aided 

Drafting (B or higher) 

Foreign Language Honors Early U.S. 

History 

Principals of 

Technology 

College Prep Essay 

Writing 

Leadership Anatomy & 

Physiology 

Advanced Forestry 
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Approved Honors Courses for the graduating class of 2018 and beyond include: 

 

Honors English 9, 10, 11 & 12 Honors Government Anatomy & Physiology 

Honors Early U.S. History Pre-Calculus Physics 

Honors Modern U.S. History Calculus Chemistry 

Tutoring Practicum All Dual Credit & Advanced 

Placement Courses 

Foreign Language (3rd and 4th 

year) 

 

2. Graduation speakers may deliver a personal address of any nature so long as it is 

appropriate for the circumstances and not disruptive to the ceremony.  The school 

principal or senior class advisor may establish time periods to limit the length of the 

student’s presentation.  The following statement will be printed on the graduation 

program for each school district. 

 

“The Board of Trustees for School District Number 83 neither promotes nor endorses any statements 

made by any person involved in the graduation ceremony.  Any communication by graduation ceremony 

participants is the private expression of the individual and not intended to represent or reflect the 

opinions or beliefs of the District, the Board of Trustees, administration, or other students.” 

 

Legal Reference:  

  United States Constitution-1st Amendment 

 Art. 9, Sec. 6, Idaho Constitution – Religious Test and Teaching in School 

Prohibited 

 I.C. § 33-1603 Sectarian Instruction Forbidden 

 I.C.§ 33-512 Governance of Schools 

 I.C. § 67-5909 Acts Prohibited 

 

Policy History: 

Adopted on:  March 14, 2007 

Revised on:  May 16, 2012 

Revised on: March 15, 2017 

Revised on: August 16, 2017 


