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What is Child Find?

Sec. 300.111 Child find  

(a) General
(1) The State must have in effect policies and procedures to ensure that—

(i) All children with disabilities residing in the State, including children with 
disabilities who are homeless children or are wards of the State, and children 
with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the severity of their 
disability, and who are in need of special education and related services, are 
identified, located, and evaluated; and

(ii) A practical method is developed and implemented to determine which 
children are currently receiving needed special education and related services.



707 KAR 1:300. Child find, evaluation, 
and reevaluation.

Section 1. Child Find Requirements. 

(1) An LEA shall have in effect policies and procedures that plan and 
implement a child find system to locate, identify, and evaluate each child:

(a) Whose age is three (3) to twenty-one (21);
(b) Who resides in a home, facility, or residence within the LEA’s 

geographical boundaries, including children with disabilities who attend 
private schools located within the LEA boundaries, children who are highly 
mobile such as migrant children, homeless children as described in 704 KAR 
7:090, children who are wards of the state or are in state custody, and 
students who are advancing grade to grade resulting from passing a grade 
but who still may have a disability;

(c) Who is either in or out of school; and
(d) Who may need special education and related services. 

(2) For preschool age children with disabilities, an LEA must ensure a smooth 
and effective transition from the early intervention program to preschool.
(3) Each LEA shall participate in transition planning conferences for children 
with disabilities served by early intervention programs.



707 KAR 1:370. Children enrolled in 
private schools.

Section 2. Child Find for Children with Disabilities Enrolled by 
Their Parents in Private School. 

1) An LEA shall locate, identify, and evaluate all private school 
children with disabilities, including school children attending 
private, religious schools within the boundaries of the LEA. 
These activities shall be comparable to the activities to locate, 
identify, and evaluate children with disabilities in the public 
schools. An LEA in which private schools are located shall include 
parentally-placed private school children who attend those 
schools but reside in a state other than Kentucky in the LEA’s 
child find activities. 



Kentucky Child Find System

Activities to locate, identify, & evaluate a 
student: 
–Ages 3 to 21 years old 

–Resides in a home, facility, or residence in 
district

–Attends a private school located in district 

– Either in or out of school

– May need special education 

and related services  
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Major Elements of a Comprehensive 
Child Find System

1) Definition of Target Population

2) Public Awareness

3) Referral and Intake

4) Screening and Identification of Young Children 
who May be Eligible for IDEA services

5) Eligibility Determination

6) Tracking

7) Interagency Coordination



1) Definition of Target Population

Kentucky defines the criteria that determine which children 
are eligible.

• Autism
• Deaf-Blindness
• Developmental Delay
• Emotional-Behavior Disability
• Hearing impairment
• Functional Mental Disability
• Mild Mental Disability
• Multiple Disabilities
• Orthopedic Impairment
• Other Health Impairment
• Specific Learning Disability
• Speech or Language Impairment
• Traumatic Brain Injury
• Visual Impairment



2) Public Awareness

The State’s Early Intervention Branch and its Children’s Developmental 
Services Agencies must develop and disseminate information focusing on 
early identification of infants and toddlers with disabilities to all primary 
referral sources, especially hospitals and physicians.

Examples of other referral sources include homeless family shelters, clinics, 
and other health-related offices, public schools, and officials and staff in 
the child welfare system.



Public Awareness Activities

Public awareness activities focus on the Infant-Toddler Program and 
on the early identification of children who are eligible to receive 
early intervention services under the Infant-Toddler Program. 

Activities inform the public about: 
• the state's early intervention program; 
• the state's child find system including its purpose and scope, how 

to make referrals, and how to access a comprehensive evaluation 
and other early intervention services; and 

• the state’s central directory. 



3) Referral System

Each district must: 

• Have a referral system that explains how referrals from district and non-
district sources will be accepted and acted upon in a timely manner

• Ensure the referral system prevents inappropriate over identification or 
disproportionate representation by race and ethnicity of children in 
special education by ensuring each child has received appropriate 
instruction and intervention services prior to referral

• Provide appropriate, relevant research-based instruction and intervention 
services in regular education settings prior to, or as part of, the referral 
process 

– Instruction provided by qualified personnel

– Data-based documentation of repeated measures is collected and 
evaluated at reasonable intervals

– Results shared with parents



4) Screening and Identification of 
Young Children

Each school district is further required to establish and 
implement a comprehensive system of screening.

The screening process includes:

• Standardized, validated, accurate measures or 
assessments

• Observations

• Interventions

• Student response to interventions



707 KAR 1:300Section 4 (9)

A single procedure shall not be used as the sole  
criterion for determining whether a child is a 
child with a disability and for determining an 

appropriate educational 

program for the child
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5) Eligibility Determination



In consideration of ALL DISABILITIES

Is it due to      
Limited 
English 
proficiency?

Is  it due to 
lack         
reading or 
math 
instruction?

Question  1 Question 2 Question  3

Is  there  an 
adverse effect
on educational 
performance?
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Child With a Disability

A child with a disability is defined as a child 
who, after appropriate evaluation, meets the 
criteria for one of the 13 disabilities of IDEA –
14 categories in Kentucky
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Kentucky Eligibility Categories

• Autism
• Deaf-Blindness
• Developmental Delay
• Emotional-Behavior Disability
• Hearing impairment
• Functional Mental Disability
• Mild Mental Disability
• Multiple Disabilities
• Orthopedic Impairment
• Other Health Impairment
• Specific Learning Disability
• Speech or Language Impairment
• Traumatic Brain Injury
• Visual Impairment
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1. Verified  Disability 

2. Document Adverse Effect 

3. Requires SDI 

3 Prongs to Special Education Eligibility 



6) Tracking

States must have a tracking system to 
determine which children are receiving 
services and ensure follow-up once 
children are referred.



7) Interagency Coordination

Child find activities need to be coordinated across 
state and local agencies to ensure efficient use of 
resources. Information about child find procedures 
and activities must be available to all individuals and 
agencies serving infants and children.





Connect with CKEC

@CKYEC

Central KY Educational Cooperative

central_ky_educational_coop

Centralkyedu


	Slide 1: Child Find Training 
	Slide 2: What is Child Find?
	Slide 3: 707 KAR 1:300. Child find, evaluation, and reevaluation.
	Slide 4: 707 KAR 1:370. Children enrolled in private schools.
	Slide 5: Kentucky Child Find System
	Slide 6: Major Elements of a Comprehensive Child Find System
	Slide 7:  1) Definition of Target Population 
	Slide 8: 2) Public Awareness
	Slide 9: Public Awareness Activities
	Slide 10: 3) Referral System
	Slide 11: 4) Screening and Identification of Young Children
	Slide 12:  707 KAR 1:300Section 4 (9) 
	Slide 13:  In consideration of ALL DISABILITIES
	Slide 14: Child With a Disability
	Slide 15: Kentucky Eligibility Categories
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: 6) Tracking
	Slide 18: 7) Interagency Coordination
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Connect with CKEC

