
                   Harrisburg School District Kindergarten Readiness Checklist 2025-2026 

 

                                               Parents/Guardians/Caregivers are a child’s first teacher. 

                                                  Children learn through play and exploration. 

                                                  Children are decision makers. 

                                              Children are critical thinkers and problem solvers. 

                                                               Teachers guide learning. 

 

 

 

Language and Literacy 

 Knows their first and last name 

 Recognizes and knows how to spell first name 

 Can recognize a rhyming word i.e. bat, hat 

 Can hold a book in the correct position 

 Can identify part of a book i.e. front cover, 
back cover, illustrations 

 Knows the differences between a letter and a 
number 

 Talk about pictures using new vocabulary 
words of phrases 

 Ask and answer questions about text 

 Begin to write or trace symbols letters or letter 
alike shapes 

 Follow two- step directions 
 
 

Social and Emotional Skills 

 Speak in complete sentences that contain 
more than three words 

 Recognize and label basic feelings i.e. happy, 
sad, angry, scared, excited 

 Can ask for help with a task 

 Identify parts of body  

 Identify healthy and unhealthy foods 

 Practice basic hygiene routines i.e. 
handwashing, tooth brushing, cover nose and 
mouth when sneezing 

 Identify safe and unsafe practices i.e. basic 
rules, playground, crossing the street 

 Engaging in conversation with peers and 
adults 

 Shares and knows how to take turns 

 Follow rules and routines in the classroom  

 Choose activities based on personal interest 
 

Math Skills 

 Can count to 20 

 Name numbers up to 10  

 Use one to one correspondence when 
counting to 10 

 Can name basic shapes i.e. square, triangle, 
circle, rectangle 

 Create sets of objects with same and different 
amounts 

 Use counting numbers as a part of play 

 Separate sets of objects 

 Begin to utilize math words i.e. over, under, 
besides, above, below etc. 

 

Gross Motor Skills 

 Can hold a pencil, crayon correctly 

 Can engage in movement activities: hopping, 
jumping, running 

 Can zip, and button clothing 

 Can use utensils when eating 

 Can use a cup or glass when drinking 

 Can hold scissors and use scissors to cut a 
straight line 

 


