
OUHSD ENGLISH LEARNER (EL)
IDENTIFICATION AND PLACEMENT CHART

OUHSD English Learner Identification

1. California Education Code, Section 52164.1 (a) contains legal requirements which direct schools to determine the language(s)
spoken in the home of each student. 
a. If a language other than English is listed for questions 1, 2 or 3 of the Home Language Survey, the student is flagged as a

possible EL student (LF5)
2. State and federal laws require that Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) administer an English Language Proficiency Assessment

in the modalities of Oral Language (Listening/Speaking) and Written Language (Reading/Writing) to
a. newly enrolled students whose primary language is not English, including foreign exchange students (Initial ELPAC), and
b. ongoing students who are identified English learners (ELs) as an annual assessment (Summative ELPAC).

3. Students who score 450-600 on the Initial ELPAC are considered Initial Fluent English Proficient (LF2) and are not placed in an
ELD class/es.

4. Students who score “Novice” or “Intermediate” on the Initial ELPAC are classified as English learners (LF3) and are placed in an
ELD class/es until they meet criteria to reclassify.

OUHSD ELD Class Placement Guidelines
1. ELD Team uses ELPAC scores as the determining factor for initial placement.
2. If Summative ELPAC scores are not available, the Counselor or ELD Teacher will administer the “”EL Writing Diagnostic.”

a. ELD Teacher/s scores the prompt and recommends ELD class placement.
3. ELD Team/Counselor uses the chart below to determine proper ELD class placement based on available student data (grade

level, ELPAC score, Writing Diagnostic score).
4. After a student is placed in an ELD class, the ELD Teacher/Coordinator will notify the Counselor if a change of placement is

needed.

Grade
Level

Initial ELPAC
Score

Summative
ELPAC Score

Writing Diagnostic Score ELD Class Placement

Grade 9
Novice Level 1 1 or 2 ELA Transitions and ELD Reading

Intermediate Level 2 to Level 4 3 or 4 ELD Advanced Grammar

Grades
10, 11, 12

Novice Level 1 1 or 2 ELA Transitions and ELD Reading

Intermediate Level 2 3 ELD Advanced Grammar

NA Level 3 to Level 4 4 ELD Accelerated I/II

OUHSD English Learner Reclassification Criteria

1. Students must meet all of the following criteria to reclassify from English Learner (LF3) to Fluent English Proficient (LF4) status:
a. English Language Proficiency Assessment: ELPAC Overall 4/Alternate ELPAC Overall 3, and
b. Teacher Evaluation: Teacher evaluation, including review of curriculum mastery, is considered, and
c. Parental Opinion and Consultation: Parent/guardian consent to RFEP recommendation via phone contact, letter, email or

IEP/504 Plan/meeting, and
d. Comparison of Performance in Basic Skills:

i. NWEA MAP Reading 6+ score of 215+ required, and
ii. OUHSD Writing Sample score of 15+.
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