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CFISD Earth Systems Science Course Scope and 
Sequence  
(2025–2026) 
Course Description  
The Earth Systems Science course is designed to build on students’ prior scientific and 
academic knowledge and skills to develop their understanding of Earth’s systems. These 
systems (the atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere) interact through time 
to produce the Earth's landscapes, climate, and resources. Students explore the geologic 
history of individual dynamic systems through the flow of energy and matter, their current 
states, and how these systems affect and are affected by human use. 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills: Earth Systems Science  
First Semester (81 Days)  

1st Grading Period (Aug. 13 – Oct. 9, 2025) 
Unit Title Date Range Days** 
Unit 1 Intro to Earth & Space 

Science1   
(Course Introductions, 
Chapters 1 and 23) 

Aug. 13 – 29, 2025 13 

Unit 2A Internal Processes (Chapters 7 
- 8) 

Sept. 2 – 17, 2025 12 

Unit 2B Internal Processes (Chapters 9 
-11) 

Sept. 18 – Oct. 9, 2025 16 

2nd Grading Period (Oct . 15 – Dec. 18, 2025) 
Unit Title Date Range Days** 
Unit 3 Earth Materials & Geologic 

Time2 (Chapter 5)  
Oct. 15 – Nov. 14, 2025 21 

Unit 4A Surface Processes (Chapters 
12 and 3) 

Nov. 17 – Dec. 11, 2025 14 

 Review and Final Exams Dec. 12 – 18, 2025 5 
  

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=112&rl=49
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Second Semester (92 Days)  

3rd Grading Period (Jan. 6 – Mar. 6, 2026) 
Unit Title Date Range Days** 
Unit 4B Surface Processes2 (Chapters 

13 - 14) 
Jan. 6 – Feb. 4, 2026 21 

Unit 5 The Hydrosphere (Chapters 15 
- 17)  

Feb. 5 – Mar. 6, 2026 20 

4th Grading Period (Mar. 16 – May 28, 2026) 
Unit Title Date Range Days** 
Unit 6A The Atmosphere (Chapters 18 

- 19)  
Mar. 16 – Apr. 14, 2026 20 

Unit 6B The Atmosphere3 

(Chapter 20)  
Apr. 15 – May 20, 2026 26 

 Review and Final Exams May 21 – 28, 2026 5 
References: 
1 Chapter 2 not included in the board adopted materials. TEKS mastered in other chapters. 
2 Chapter 6 not included in Board adopted materials. Teachers will ensure coverage of TEKS 12E mastery 
from Chapter 6 by teaching identified components in Chapter 14 and replacement district lesson(s) 
provided to cover TEKS 13A. 
3 Chapter 21 not included in board adopted materials. Replacement district lesson(s) provided to cover 
TEKS. 

 

**The length of each unit is a specific number of days, but it is understood that there is a 
range of +/- a day. The purpose of the flexibility is meant to allow teachers the opportunity 
to plan for the needs of their students and to accommodate re-teaching or review when 
necessary. If pre-assessment indicates student mastery could be obtained in a fewer 
number of days, the additional time could be used for extension or carried into the next 
unit. 
 

Instructional Material(s):  
National Geographic Earth Systems, Texas Edition 

Authors: Hendrix, Thompson, Turk 

ISBN: 9798214068589 

Edition: 1st Edition ©2024  
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