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Welcome Back Bulldog Families!

“The best way to practice for the future is to create it.” - Abraham Lincoln

We hope your summer was restful, joyful, and filled with special memories. As we kick off a
brand-new school year, there’s an undeniable sense of energy and excitement on campus!

It was wonderful to welcome our incoming 6th graders this morning during WEB
Orientation. We are incredibly proud of our 8th grade WEB Leaders for modeling The Bulldog
Way and helping our newest students feel seen, supported, and ready to begin their middle
schooljourney. The laughter, kindness, and leadership we witnessed today remind us of the
power of students leading students.

Last week, our staff gathered to reflect on our schoolwide commitment to “Getting Better”
and focusing on growth, continuous improvement, and leading with purpose. As a Leader in
Me school, we believe every student and staff member has unique gifts and the ability to
lead. We are excited to help students discover their strengths, set meaningful goals, and take
ownership of their learning.

We know that our students thrive when the school and families work together. Thank you
for being our partners. As we begin this year, we ask for your continued support in helping
your child reflect on their growth, practice healthy habits, and work toward their personal and
academic goals. Together, we can help every Bulldog grow into a confident, capable leader.



Important Announcements

High Expectations for Learning: In order to maximize student engagement and
academic success, students are required to turn off and put cell phones and
earbuds/headphones away during school hours. Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding. If you need to reach your child during the school day, call the front office.
If your child needs to contact you, they can use the phone in the front office.

Students should not be answering text messages during the day, even if they are sent
from parents. Thank you for your help.

Leadership Planner and Academic Success: Every student was given a Leadership
Planner to use for the first semester. The goal is to teach our students important habits in
order to increase their academic success. Please read and sign page 4 of the planner.
The planner is a great way to start conversations with your students about their classwork
and grades. Thank you in advance for your participation in your child's education and we
look forward to working with you over the next school year.

Silent Reading Material: This year, Pueblo is promoting a love of reading by encouraging
all students to carry a Silent Reading Book in their backpack at all times (please, no digital
books). During Leadership class and other desighated times, students will have the
opportunity to read a book of their choice, something that interests and inspires them.
The goals of this initiative are to foster joy in reading, strengthen comprehension, and
expand vocabulary through regular, self-directed reading. Students will have
opportunities to visit the Pueblo Library to check out books throughout the year. We also
encourage families to talk with their child about what they’re reading and help nurture a
reading habit at home. Let’s work together to build a school culture that values reading
and lifelong learning!

We are looking forward to a fantastic school year filled with learning, leading, and growing
together.

With Bulldog Pride,

Ashley Schutkowski, Pueblo Principal
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PUEBLO UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY
23 First Day of 2025-26 School Year - NO Early Release

25 Last Day to Register for Girls' Volleyball!

AUGUST

11 Last Day to Register for Wrestling!

18 No School - Staff Development Day

**EVERY WEDNESDAY IS EARLY RELEASE @ 1:05pm**

Please see district athletic webpage for current sport schedules.
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Pueblo Middle School
2025-26 School Year
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS!

Kyrene School District is committed to working with families to improve student attendance
and academic success. Our school will send email notices when a student misses four or
more days of school, whether excused or unexcused. Additional notices are sent when a
student reaches 8 and 13 absences. If a student exceeds 18 absences, a more formal letter
will be sent, butitis our goal to partner with families before that happens. Kyrene has

a webpage with resources to maintain good attendance habits, including our “Too Sick for
school” guide to help determine when to keep children home.
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Regular attendance is important for your child’s well-being

n
Too SIGk for SChBOI and learning. This guide can help you determine when to keep
® your child home and when to send them to school.

'_,--u"""""""“.._
Send metoschool if...

Call the doctorif...

« I've had a temperature higher than

« | have a runny nose or mild cough, | 100.4 degrees for 2+ days or a fever
but no other symptoms. combined with: ear pain, sore

« I have a mild rash but no other throat, rash, cough, stomachache

symptoms. Keep me at home if... or headache.
« | 'have only a mild stomachache. . « I've been throwing up or have had
« | have a temperature higher

« | have eye drainage but no fever, than 100.4 degrees. diarrhea for more than two days.
eye pain or redness. -« I've had the sniffles for more than a

« |'haven't had a fever or taken any week, and they aren't getting better.

« I'm throwing up or have diarrhea.

fever-reducing medicine for 24 hours. + My eyes are pink and crusty. « Ihave any uncommon symptoms such
« | haven't thrown up or had diarrhea as eye swelling or a rash with blisters
for 24 hours.

U K SchoolDistri If you have specific concerns regarding your child’s health or are worried your child will spread illness, contact your health care provider.
yreneschoo! istrict This guide does not take the place of county or school district health guidance regarding respiratory viruses or other contagious illnesses.

DISTRICT AND SCHOOL TEXT COMMUNICATIONS

In the event of an emergency, text messages are the
fastest and most effective way to communicate
information to families. You must optin to receive text
Lo s communications! Text “Y” or “yes” to 67587 to begin
receiving text messages from our school and district.

Sign up for texts!

Stay Connected!
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We are grateful for the support of our amazing Pueblo PTO! If you are interested in getting
involved with planning events and helping, please fill out this form. Watch upcoming
newsletters for the PTO meetings dates and ways you can get involved with donations,
volunteering and other opportunities.

VOLUNTEER WITH THE PUEBLO PTO

DONATE

@, -
x P BI S Donate to help with restocking the PBIS store this year.
The PTO supports our PBIS Store every year through

KYRENE SCHOOL DISTRICT generous donations from our families.

If you would like to donate to help restock the PBIS Store
follow this link: Help us Restock the PBIS Store

WHAT IS PBIS YOU ASK?

PBIS is Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. This is a schoolwide approach in
which the goalis to establish positive student culture and individualized behavior support
necessary to create a safe and effective learning environment for all students. The store is a
part of this program in which students earn “dog tags” based on certain positive behavioral
guidelines to “purchase” items from the store. Students follow our unified set of B.A.R.K.
expectations throughout the day:
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Be Respectful
Act Responsibly
Remember Safety
Kindness Matters

ATHLETICS

DID YOU KNOW?

There are 4 items that the athletic office needs BEFORE a student can participate in
tryouts, or in practices. 3 of them are completed and submitted online.

1- Athletic Packet (online)

2- Athletic Packet: Additional Information (online)

3- Brain Injury/Concussion Waiver (online)

4- Sports Physical, which needs to be completed by a physician. You can take your student
to your family doctor, or you can also go to the CVS Minute Clinic, Fry's Little Clinic or a Next
Care facility.



Blank physical forms are available in the front office, if you need one. They can also be found
online at https://www.kyrene.org/educational-opportunities/athletics/participation-forms-
and-agreements

UPCOMING SPORTS

For information about registration for Athletics please visit the Kyrene webpage and look
under the Programs and Services tab. If you have any questions about Pueblo Athletics
please visit the Pueblo Athletics homepage or contact Erin Gray in student services in our
Pueblo front office at 480-541-6804.

1st Quarter Sports: Girls Volleyball (Cut), COED Wrestling (non-cut)

2nd Quarter Sports: Girls Flag Football (cut), Boys Basketball (cut), Boys Soccer (cut), COED
Cross Country (non-cut), COED Cheer (cut)

3rd Quarter Sports: Girls Soccer (cut), Girls Softball (cut), Boys Flag Football (cut), Boys
Volleyball (cut)

4th Quarter Sports: Boys Baseball (cut), Girls Basketball (cut), COED Track & Field (non-cut)

ATTENDANCE LINE
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Pueblo Middle School is equipped with a computerized telephone attendance reporting
system. New this year, Parents will also be able to submit their child's absences in
ParentVue up to 5 days in advance.

The absence reporting phone number is 480-541-6801 and may be called 24 hours a day.

Parents/guardians are asked to call the attendance line or enter the absence into ParentVUE
before 9:00 AM each day that their child is absent. If you call, please leave a message on the
voice mail indicating the student’s name, grade, date(s) of the absence and reason for the
absence. If we do not receive a notification that the child will be absent, the student’s
absence will be recorded as a truancy.

Pueblo Attendance Procedures

NOTE: Parents MUST report their child's absence to the attendance office within 24 hours,
even if they spoke to the health office, or if they told a teacher, we cannot excuse any
absences until we receive a message from the parent/guardian.

SUPPLY LIST

The Supply List includes recommended supplies for each grade level. These are not required
on the first day of school and if families need help acquiring any of the suggested items
please contact the Pueblo office. Additional supplies may be requested throughout the
school year and specifically for some of our elective classes. Thank you for helping to prepare
your child for school.

All students will need a book of their choosing for Independent Reading time. One day each
week, students will be expected to read during Leadership Class. We believe that when
students engage in independent reading time, it boosts their confidence and also cultivates a
positive attitude toward learning. We do ask that students have a physical book rather than
digital. And, students will be given opportunities to check books out from the Pueblo library.
Thank you for your support.
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Students that have registered for Band will need the following items.
e Tinch black binder with clear view front and inside pockets

e Pencil pouch with 3 holes to go inside the binder

o Sdividers

e Sharpened pencils (mechanical are fine)

e Sheet protectors (50 pack is good)

MEAL DELIVERIES

Please note that we do not allow any third party lunch deliveries to the school office.
Examples would include DoorDash and Uber Eats, among others. Deliveries of this kind
disrupt students' lunch schedules and the timing is often unreliable. In addition we have a
food service contract with the District which specifies not having competing foods brought
into school. Parents may bring their own students' lunches to the office if need be, but may
not bring lunches or treats for additional students. If any 3rd party delivered lunches arrive in
the office, unless arrangements have been previously made with the administration, the
student will have to pick it up at the end of the day. Your cooperation is appreciated.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP PLANNERS

Students at Pueblo are given a Leadership Planner during their first class on the first day of
school. The purpose will be to facilitate our efforts to teach and reinforce important habits
such as Being Proactive, Beginning With the End in Mind, and Putting First Things

First. Parents will be asked to read and sigh the Expectations page within the planner on
page 4. We are also asking for your continued support and involvement throughout the year.
You can do this by consistently asking your student to show you their Leadership Planner and
having discussions with your child about their classwork, grades, and growth. Students will
be given their first planner for free, and replacement planners will need to be purchased
for $3 from student services. Thank you in advance for your support and if you have any
questions don’t hesitate to reach out.



CHARACTER DARE

One of the aims at our school is to equip young people for all the realities of today’s world.
With that in mind, we have partnered with CharacterStrong — an organization that provides
training for educators and curricula for students. Their work focuses on 3 main outcomes:
increasing a sense of belonging for all students, improving skills that support student well-
being, and deepening student engagement in their academics, in their school, and in their
community.

This curriculum was created to support school communities as they engage in the work of
preparing young people to thrive in the 21st century. The research supports the effectiveness
of this content to increase student’s academic success and college & career readiness. The
lessons focus on developing skills and mindsets around building positive habits,
understanding our emotions, improving teamwork, and increasing empathy.

One of the key parts of nearly every lesson is the “CharacterDare” where students will be
invited to put the content that they are learning into action in the real world. If you ever want
to play an active role in the CharacterStrong curricula, simply ask your student about
the most recent CharacterDare. Maybe they’ll invite you to try one yourself!

TRANSPORTATION

Families can access information regarding Bus Routes and Bus Safety by visiting the Kyrene
webpage and looking under the Parent Tab. This link will take you directly to the transportation
page.


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ugWf5qq-lcF5-YMQ8zUAwA~~/AAAAARA~/a_o-axhn06R8tfRP4RSMOinaaTVDXVf3y6uagVok7E4cmPL7IuSRb-3cNKzndeX950x6W64SkY0YrK9-TvKQwK0LiExvi0kbDxDTI6v8q9mxQ7jipDr4wekUMQkGf8zEa0zGjLsuyY_HxRRuzoZHh4rdmn0fPyYYMtuv8wrYDzA~

FOOD SERVICES

In order to determine if your student qualifies for free or reduced price meals, we ask that all
families complete the free and reduced meal application located on kyrene.org. To begin your
application click here. Meal payments can be made on the InTouch Payment Portal this year.

Parents can view meal balances or pay by check/cash at schools. Free & Reduced lunch
applications are available at school sites, you can complete and application on the Kyrene
website or email at kbs@kyrene.org.

SAFETY REMINDER!!

The west parking lot (between Pueblo and Paloma) is for BUSSES ONLY. Please refrain from
using this lot to drop off or pick up your students. Our transportation department does their
best to keep on schedule and this is difficult if our busses are held up in dismissal traffic.
Thank you for your help with this.

As always, anyone operating a motor vehicle in the State of Arizona is required to follow all
traffic laws including posted signage and crossing guards on duty.

Please see our Student Drop Off/Pick Up Map under our News and Events.
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STUDENT DROP-OFF & PICK-UP PROCEDURES

If you plan on dropping off or picking up your child from Pueblo you will use the front office
parking lot. Students should not be dropped before 7:50 am, as there is no supervision
before that time. Please pull all the way forward and drop your child off at the end of the
parking lot. In order to keep things moving, have your child gather their supplies and say their

goodbyes quickly when you are dropping off. We appreciate your help with keeping the line
moving as fast as possible.

When picking your child up, please follow the same procedure and pull all the way forward to
the end of the parking lot. Once your child is in the car you can move into the passing middle
lane and exit the parking lot, allowing other cars to pull forward. The beginning of the school
year is always busy during these times as everyone is figuring out the process and routines.
Thank you in advance for your patience.

Drop-off and Pick Up Map
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Please note the signs on Twelve Oaks Blvd. which indicate that there should be no
stopping or parking during school hours and remember it is unsafe to make U-turns in a
school zone.

ParentVUE & ACKNOWLEGEMENTS

The ParentVUE program helps parents stay informed and connected by providing day-to-day
insight into their child’s academic experience. ParentVUE Mobile for the iPhone/iPad Touch
works with the Synergy™ student information system in much the same way as the ParentVUE
web portal, allowing parents to access near real-time information on assignments and
scores, attendance, and demographic information. ParentVUE offers parents a single sign-on
to view all of their children’s information regardless of school. Here is a list of frequently
asked questions for ParentVue: ParentVUE FAQS.

ONLINE PAYMENT PORTAL

Kyrene School District has a convenient new payment portal for parents to pay for everything
from athletics to field trips. The InTouch Payment Portal will provide parents with digital
receipts for all transactions. You can even use it to make this year’s tax credit donation to the
school of your choice. Register once and use the portal all year.

Contact Us
Kyrene del Pueblo School Hours: 8:20 am - 3:05 pm
360 S. Twelve Oaks Blvd. Every Wednesday at 1:05 pm

Chandler, AZ 85226
Office Hours: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
Phone: 480-541-6800 Every Wednesday at 2:00 pm

Fax: 480-541-6810

Attendance: 480-541-6801 Be sure to bookmark our Pueblo website.
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