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5 Facts About
The ACT® Changes

Starting in Spring 2025 for National Online Testing and Spring 2026 for School Day Testing,
the ACT® will look a little bit different. Here are five things to know about the changes:

The ACT® will be shorter overall.
Specifically, the test will be about two hours long. Yet it is also two hours
IF you only take the required sections.

The Science section will be OPTIONAL.
Beginning in 2025, students will not be required to take the ACT Science section, which is
becoming optional (like the Essay section currently is).

The Reading and English sections will have fewer questions.
The Reading and English sections are going to have 44 fewer questions overall with shorter

individual passages. We do not know how many questions the new English and Reading sections
will have.

The ACT® will continue to offer the exam “Online” or as a “Paper & Pencil” test. Students will
still have the choice of taking a paper test, unlike the SAT®.

The scoring scale remains the same.

The ACT® will still be scored as an average of the scores on required sections on a 1to 36 scale.
The score remaining on a 1to 36 scale means college admissions officers will use them the same
way they always have.

4 Students can choose to take it online or on paper.

Try our ACT® Self-Paced Course for 14 days for free*

- no strings attached!

*As more information and examples become available, we will continue to
update our practice materials to reflect the most realistic testing experience
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