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Dear BMS Families,
BMS Readers represent a wide range of reading abilities, interests, 
maturity levels, and backgrounds. As readers, we know that not 

every book is a good fit for every reader. When your middle school 
readers choose  books to read this summer, take the opportunity to 
Learn more about the content, readability, format and author. Our 
students independently choose books to read all year. Summer is a 
wonderful opportunity to share in their book choice experiences. 

Happy Reading! 



Grade 6



Magnolia Wu unfolds it all
By chanel miller

Magnolia Wu is a ten-year-old sock detective bent on 
returning all the lonely only socks left behind in her parents' 

NYC laundromat.

Down at the bottom of the tall buildings of New York City, 
Magnolia Wu sits inside her parents’ laundromat. Magnolia 

has pinned every lost sock from the laundromat onto a 
bulletin board, in hopes that customers will return to 

retrieve them. But no one seems to have noticed. In fact, 
barely anyone has noticed Magnolia at all.

What she doesn’t know is that this is about to be her most 
exciting summer yet. When Iris, a new friend from California 

arrives, they set off across the city to solve the mystery of 
each missing sock, asking questions in subways and delis 

and plant stores and pizzerias, meeting people and 
uncovering the unimaginable.

With each new encounter, Magnolia learns that when you’re 
bold enough to head into the unknown, things start falling 

into place.

Realistic Fiction/Mystery - Author Interview



And then, boom!
By lisa fipps

Joe Oak is used to living on unsteady ground. His mom can’t 
be depended on as she never stays around long once she gets 

“the itch,” and now he and his beloved grandmother find 
themselves without a home. Fortunately, Joe has an outlet in 
his journals and drawings and takes comfort from the lessons 
of comic books—superheroes have a lot of “and then, boom” 

moments, where everything threatens to go bust but 
somehow they land on their feet. And that seems to happen a 
lot to Joe too, as in this crisis his friend Nick helps them find a 

home in his trailer park. But things fall apart again when Joe is 
suddenly left to fend for himself. He doesn’t tell anyone he’s on 

his own, as he fears foster care and has hope his mom will 
come back. But time is running out—bills are piling up, the 

electricity’s been shut off, and the school year’s about to end, 
meaning no more free meals. The struggle to feed himself 

gets intense, and Joe finds himself dumpster diving for meals. 
He’s never felt so alone—until an emaciated little dog and her 
two tiny pups cross his path. And fate has even more in store 
for Joe, because an actual tornado is about to hit home—and 

just when it seems all is lost, his life turns in a direction that he 
never could have predicted.

Realistic Fiction/Novel in Verse - Book Talk



The sherlock society
By james ponti

Siblings Alex and Zoe Sherlock take their last name as 
inspiration when choosing a summer job. After all, 
starting a detective agency has to be better than 

babysitting (boring), lawn mowing (sweaty), or cleaning 
out the attic (boring and sweaty). Their friends Lina, an 

avid bookworm, and Yadi, an aspiring cinematographer, 
join the enterprise, and Alex and Zoe’s retired reporter 
grandfather offers up his sweet aquamarine Cadillac 

convertible and storage unit full of cold cases. 

The group’s first target is the long-lost treasure 
supposedly hidden near their hometown Miami. Their 

investigation into the local doings of famed gangster Al 
Capone leads them to a remote island in the middle of 

the Everglades where they find alarming evidence 
hinting at corporate corruption. Together with Grandpa’s 

know-how and the kids’ intelligence—plus some really 
slick gadgets—can the Sherlock Society root out the 

conspiracy?

Mystery/Adventure - Book Trailer



The wrong way home
By kate o’shaughnessy

Twelve-year-old Fern believes she's living a noble life--but 
what if everything she's been told is a lie? Fern’s lived at 
the Ranch, an off-the-grid, sustainable community in 
upstate New York, since she was six. The work is hard, but 
Fern admires the Ranch's leader, Dr. Ben. So when Fern’s 
mother sneaks them away in the middle of the night and 
says Dr. Ben is dangerous, Fern doesn't believe it. She 
wants desperately to go back, but her mom just keeps 
driving.

Suddenly Fern is thrust into the treacherous, toxic, 
outside world. At first she thinks only about how to get 
home. She has a plan, but it will take time. As that time 
goes by, though, Fern realizes there are things she will 
miss from this place—the library, a friend from school, the 
ocean—and there are things she learned at the Ranch 
that are just...not true.

Now Fern will have to decide. How much is she willing to 
give up to return to the Ranch? Should she trust Dr. Ben’s 
vision for her life? Or listen to the growing feeling that 
she can live by her own rules?

Realistic Novel- Book Talk



ferris
by kate dicamillo

It’s the summer before fifth grade, and for Ferris Wilkey, it 
is a summer of sheer pandemonium: Her little sister, 

Pinky, has vowed to become an outlaw. Uncle Ted has left 
Aunt Shirley and, to Ferris’s mother’s chagrin, is holed up 

in the Wilkey basement to paint a history of the world. 
And Charisse, Ferris’s grandmother, has started seeing a 
ghost at the threshold of her room, which seems like an 
alarming omen given that she is also feeling unwell. But 

the ghost is not there to usher Charisse to the Great 
Beyond. Rather, she has other plans—wild, impractical, 
illuminating plans. How can Ferris satisfy a specter with 
Pinky terrorizing the town, Uncle Ted sending Ferris to 
spy on her aunt, and her father battling an invasion of 

raccoons?

As Charisse likes to say, “Every good story is a love story,” 

Fiction - Book Talk



uprooted
By ruth chan

Ruth Chan loves her hometown in Toronto, hanging out 
with her best friends for life, and snacking on ketchup 
flavored potato chips, which are the best. What Ruth 
doesn’t love is having to move to Hong Kong after her 
dad gets a new job there.

Her mom is excited to reunite with her family, but it’s not 
the same for Ruth. In Hong Kong, her classes are harder, 
her Cantonese isn’t good enough, and her parents are 
never around. Ruth feels lonely and completely uprooted.

But as Ruth’s dad tells stories about her family, about 
how they relied on their strength, courage, and each 
other to survive the most difficult times, Ruth realizes 
that she too can be strong. Gradually, she puts down 
roots, knowing that home will always be where her heart 
is.

Graphic Novel/Memoir - Book Talk



Grade 7



Kareem between
By shifa saltagi safadi

Seventh grade begins, and Kareem’s already fumbled it.

His best friend moved away, he messed up his tryout for the 
football team, and because of his heritage, he was voluntold 
to show the new kid—a Syrian refugee with a thick and 
embarrassing accent—around school. Just when Kareem 
thinks his middle school life has imploded, the hotshot QB 
promises to get Kareem another tryout for the squad. 
There’s a catch: to secure that chance, Kareem must do 
something he knows is wrong.

Then, like a surprise blitz, Kareem’s mom returns to Syria to 
help her family but can’t make it back home. If Kareem 
could throw a penalty flag on the fouls of his school and 
home life, it would be for unnecessary roughness.

Kareem is stuck between. Between countries. Between 
friends, between football, between parents—and between 
right and wrong. It’s up to him to step up, find his 
confidence, and navigate the beauty and hope found 
somewhere in the middle.

Realistic Fiction/Novel in Verse - Book Talk



Just keep walking
By erin soderberg downing

Two years after her parents’ surprising and painful split, 12 
year old Jo and her mom find themselves on the 100-mile 

hike on the Superior Hiking Trail –a journey that Jo had 
always looked forward to hiking with her dad. It’s not a 
situation that either of them ever predicted they’d find 
themselves in, yet here they are in the wilderness with 
their entire lives stuffed into a pair of 30 pound packs.

Along the trail, they’ll suffer through endless aches and 
pains, scorching heat, and crippling self-doubt. They’ll 

encounter bears, moose, and other wildlife and meet and 
collect an assortment of unlikely friends. Jo will battle the 

thoughts that come in and out of her head. But as one 
obstacle after the next continue to test her strength and 

ultimate survival, Jo will have to confront her greatest 
fears head on and learn how to be alone.

What begins as a journey to prove to her father that she 
and her mom can make it on their own turns into a quest 

to rediscover their strength, build resilience, and prove 
that they can survive—both for themselves and for each 

other.
Adventure/Survival - Book Trailer



Impossible creatures
By Katherine Rundell

The day Christopher saved a drowning baby griffin 
from a hidden lake would change his life forever. It's 
the day he learned about the Archipelago, a cluster 

of unmapped islands where magical creatures of 
every kind have thrived for thousands of 

years—until now. And it's the day he met Mal, a girl 
on the run who desperately needs his help.

Mal and Christopher embark on a wild adventure, 
racing from island to island, searching for someone 
who can explain why the magic is fading and why 

magical creatures are suddenly dying. They consult 
sphinxes, battle kraken, and negotiate with dragons. 

But the closer they get to the dark truth of what's 
happening, the clearer it becomes: no one else can 

fix this. If the Archipelago is to be saved, Mal and 
Christopher will have to do it themselves.

Fantasy - Book Talk



Across so many seas
 By ruth behar

Spanning over 500 years, this novel tells the stories of four girls 
from different generations of a Jewish family.

In 1492 , during the Spanish Inquisition, Benvenida and her 
family are banished from Spain for being Jewish, and must flee 

the country or be killed. They journey by foot and by sea, 
eventually settling in Istanbul.

Over four centuries later, in 1923 , shortly after the Turkish war 
of independence, Reina’s father disowns her for a small act of 
disobedience. He ships her away to live with an aunt in Cuba.

In 1961 , Reina’s daughter, Alegra, is proud to be a brigadista, 
teaching literacy in the countryside for Fidel Castro. But soon 

Castro’s crackdowns force her to flee to Miami all alone.

Finally, in 2003 , Alegra’s daughter, Paloma, is fascinated by all 
the journeys that had to happen before she could be born. 
She’s thrilled by the opportunity to learn more about her 

heritage on a family trip to Spain, where she makes a 
momentous discovery.

 Historical Fiction/Novel in Verse- Book Talk



We are big time
By henna khan and safiya zerrougui

SWISH! Cheer courtside for a Muslim teen in this 
graphic novel—inspired by a true story—as she joins an 
all-girls, hijab-wearing basketball team and learns that 

she’s much more than a score.

Aliya is new to Wisconsin, and everything feels different 
than Florida. The Islamic school is bigger, the city is 

colder, and her new basketball team is… well, they stink.

Aliya’s still excited to have teammates (although 
Noura's not really Aliya's biggest fan) and their new 

coach really understands basketball (even if she doesn't 
know much about being Muslim.) This season should 

be a blast...if they could just start to win.

Join Aliya and the Peace Academy on a 
headline-making season where they strengthen their 
skills and their Muslim identities--all while discovering 

that it takes more than talent to be great, and that 
teamwork and self-confidence can define true success.

Graphic Novel



Take it from the top
By claire swinarski

Eowyn Becker has waited all year to attend her sixth summer 
at Lamplighter Lake Camp. Here, the pain of her mom’s death 
can’t reach her, and she gets to reunite with her best friend, 
Jules Marrigan—the only person in the world who understands 
her. This year will be their year--Wicked, the girls' favorite 
musical, has been chosen for the camp's end-of-year 
production. 

But when Eowyn arrives at camp, everything seems wrong. 
The best-friend reunion Eowyn had been dreaming of doesn’t 
go as planned. Jules will barely even look at Eowyn, let alone 
talk to her, and Eowyn has no idea why.

Well, maybe she does…

There are two sides to every story, and if you want to 
understand this one, you’ll need to hear both. Told in a series of 
alternating chapters that dip back to past summers, the girls’ 
story will soon reveal how Eowyn and Jules went from being 
best friends to fierce foils. Can they mend ways before the 
curtains close on what was supposed to be the best summer 
of their lives?

Realistic Fiction



Grade 8



Deer run home
By ann clare lezotte

Effie is Deaf, and no one in her family speaks sign 
language, her language. This moving story of survival 

and found family, inspired by a true court case, is perfect 
for fans of Wonder and Out of My Mind.

Effie and her older sister, Deja, have recently moved into 
their father’s trailer after an incident at their mom’s house. 
Daddy communicates with Effie by pointing, stomping on 
the floor, and making thoughtless jokes. Even if they did 
understand each other, could she tell the terrible secret she 
carries when telling feels impossible―and dangerous?

But what if telling is the only way to be seen?

This tender, spare, emotionally charged story about the 
impact of abuse and the power of love explores what it feels 
like to be an outsider in your own family and to 
awaken―through friendship, writing, and kinship with the 
natural world―to a new understanding and appreciation of 
yourself.

Realistic Fiction/Novel in Verse - Book Talk



Boy 2.0
By tracey baptiste

Win “Coal” Keegan has just landed in his latest foster home, 
with a big, noisy, slightly nosy family named the McKays. 

They seem eager to welcome Coal, but he’s wary of trusting 
them. So, he doesn’t tell them that he went for a walk with 
chalk in his pocket to cover a nearby street with his art. He 

doesn’t tell them that a neighbor found Coal drawing, 
pulled a gun on him, and fired it. He doesn’t tell them the 

police chased him. And he definitely doesn’t tell them that 
when everything went down, Coal somehow turned 

invisible. 

But he did. 

Now he has to figure out how. Is he a superhero? Some kind 
of mutant? A science experiment? Is that why he has no 
family of his own? As Coal searches for answers and slowly 
learns to control his invisibility, he turns to the McKay kids 
and friends both new and old for help. But they soon 
discover they’re not the only ones looking for a Black boy 
with superpowers, and the situation is far stranger—and 
more dangerous—than they ever could have expected. 

Adventure/Science Fiction - Book Talk



Not nothing
By gayle forman

Alex is twelve, and he did something very, very bad. A judge 
sentences him to spend his summer volunteering at a 

retirement home where he’s bossed around by an annoying 
and self-important do-gooder named Maya-Jade. He hasn’t 
seen his mom in a year, his aunt and uncle don’t want him, 
and Shady Glen’s geriatric residents seem like zombies to 

him.

Josey is 107 and ready for his life to be over. He has evaded 
death many times, having survived ghettos, dragnets, and a 
concentration camp—all thanks to the heroism of a woman 
named Olka and his own ability to sew. But now he spends 
his days in room 206 at Shady Glen, refusing to speak and 
waiting (and waiting and waiting) to die. Until Alex knocks 

on Josey’s door…and Josey begins to tell Alex his story.

As Alex comes back again and again to hear more, an 
unlikely bond grows between them. Soon a new possibility 

opens up for Alex: Can he rise to the occasion of his life, even 
if it means confronting the worst thing that he’s ever done?

Realistic Fiction - Book Talk



weirdo
By tony weaver, jr. and jes & cin wibowo

Eleven-year-old Tony Weaver, Jr. loves comic books, 
anime, and video games, and idolizes the heroic, 
larger-than-life characters he finds there. But his 

new classmates all think he’s a weirdo. 

Bullied by his peers, Tony struggles with the hurt of 
not being accepted and tries to conform to other 

people's expectations. After a traumatic event shakes 
him to his core, he embarks on a journey of self love 
that will require him to become the hero of his own 

story.

Weirdo is a triumphant, witty, and comedic story for 
any kid who's ever felt awkward, left out, or like they 

don't belong. 

An adolescence survival guide that will give every 
reader the confidence to make it to the other side.

Graphic Novel - Book Talk



Bye forever, i guess
By jodi meadows

13 year-old Ingrid’s been living a double life. At school, 
she’s her popular friend Rachel’s charity case. Online, she 

crushes it in her favorite MMORPG, geeks out in her 
favorite fantasy fandom, and runs a popular social media 

account. If only real life were that easy.

But when Ingrid finally stands up to Rachel, it suddenly 
feels like she has no life at all.

Until she gets a super-sweet wrong-number text from a 
mystery boy at her school. Spending time together 

gaming as “Stitches” and “Traveler” makes her feel like 
she’s really connecting with someone. But when she 

begins to suspect that Traveler may be a popular 
classmate who is WAY above her in the cool-kid food 

chain—and whose original text was actually intended for 
Rachel—she faces a difficult choice. Can they be friends 
IRL? She wants to open up, but getting close to people 
has hurt her before. Is making real friends only fantasy 

after all?

Realistic Fiction - Book Talk



The enigma girls
By candace fleming

"You are to report to Station X at Bletchley Park, 
Buckinghamshire, in four days time....That is all you need to 
know." This was the  telegram hundreds of young women 
throughout the British Isles received in the spring of 1941, as 
World War II raged. As they arrived at Station X, these young 
people had no idea what kind of work they were stepping into. 

Bletchley Park was a well-kept secret during World War II, 
operating under the code name Station X. The critical work of 
code-cracking Nazi missives that went on behind its closed doors 
could determine a victory or loss against Hitler’s army. Amidst the 
brilliant cryptographers, flamboyant debutantes, and 
absent-minded professors working there, it was teenaged girls 
who kept Station X running. Some could do advanced math, 
while others spoke a second language. They ran the unwieldy 
bombe machines, made sense of wireless sound waves, and 
sorted the decoded messages. They were expected to excel in 
their fields and most importantly: know how to keep a secret.

The Enigma Girls is an extraordinary and relatively unknown story 
of World War II that will fascinate readers who will be thrilled to 

see young people playing such an important role in the wartime 
effort.

Narrative Nonfiction - Book Talk


