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Introduction 

We are hoping that most of you will have done, and have collected in a folder, enough work for us to 

justify the predicted grades we have given you in your A-level subjects. 

For that reason, we are asking to you to make use of the time you have before going to university by 

reading and researching in the subject area you have chosen. 

University department or faculty websites are a good place to find out the sorts of things you will need 

to know. 

Collected in this booklet are a range of online resources that can help you investigate pretty much any 

topic you like.  We are not requiring you to do any specific work, but we are urging you to make the 

most of this time to become the best prepared set of first-year undergraduates universities will ever 

have encountered.  You might also choose to educate yourself in those important areas where you 

know your understanding is – how shall we say? – a little vague. 

Finally, reading and researching can and should be a pleasure.  Enjoy. 

 

The Wodehouse Library 

The Wodehouse Library has an enviable collection of online resources.  Note especially: 

• The large number of reference works 

• Project Muse – scholarly books and journals 

• JSTOR – a huge database of academic journals in a wide range of subjects 

• Massolit – short filmed lecture courses given by top UK academics in Classics, English, History, 

Philosophy, Politics, Psychology 

These – and many more sites – can accessed directly here, or through the school’s Sharepoint site.   

Mr Fletcher is also arranging access to the Cambridge Companion series of books, as well as to the Very 

Short Introduction series from OUP. 

Encyclopaedias 

Here are links to a number of online encyclopaedias in a range of subjects. 

Allen Brain Atlas 
Archaeology Data Service 
De Imperatoribus Romanis 
Dictionary of Units 
eFunda 
Encyclopaedia of the Orient 
FOLDOC: free on-line dictionary of computing 
Grove Dictionary of Art 
The Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians 
The new Grove Dictionary of Opera 
Guide to the 19th Century Pamphlets 
History Data Service 
International Encyclopedia of the Social and 
Behavioral Sciences 
 

Literary Encyclopedia and Literary Dictionary 
Merck Manual of Diagnosis and Therapy 
(Seventeenth Edition) 
Mondofacto - Science and Medicine Dictionary 
Neuroscience Gateway 
ORB: the Online Reference Book for Medieval 
Studies 
Physical Reference Data 
Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
Scientific and Technical Acronyms, Symbols and 
Abbreviations 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP) 
 

https://dulwichcollege.sharepoint.com/sites/libraries/SitePages/Libraries-Home.aspx
http://www.brainatlas.org/aba/
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/welcome.html
http://www.roman-emperors.org/
http://www.cleavebooks.co.uk/dictunit/index.htm
http://www.efunda.com/home.cfm
http://i-cias.com/e.o/index.htm
http://foldoc.org/
https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart
https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart
https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic
https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic
http://library.dur.ac.uk/record=b1421254a
http://www.curl.ac.uk/rslpguide/guidehp.htm
http://hds.essex.ac.uk/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/referencework/9780080430768/international-encyclopedia-of-the-social-and-behavioral-sciences
https://www.sciencedirect.com/referencework/9780080430768/international-encyclopedia-of-the-social-and-behavioral-sciences
http://www.litencyc.com/
http://www.merck.com/pubs/mmanual/
http://www.merck.com/pubs/mmanual/
http://www.mondofacto.com/
http://www.brainatlas.org/aba/
http://www.the-orb.net/
http://www.the-orb.net/
http://physics.nist.gov/PhysRefData/contents.html
https://www.rep.routledge.com/
https://www.rep.routledge.com/
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/stasa/
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/stasa/
http://www.seop.leeds.ac.uk/contents.html


Lectures, debates, podcasts, programmes 

This list is by no means exhaustive, but represents a good slice of non-written academic 

material available online. 

Gresham College - lectures 

Intelligence2 - debates 

Institute of Ideas – lectures, podcasts 

LSE – lectures and podcasts 

Royal Geographical Society - lectures 

Royal Society of the Arts – lectures, podcasts, blogs 

TED - lectures 

UCL – lunch-hour lectures (abandoned for the moment, but there are reviews of earlier 

lectures) 

For TV documentaries one can use YouTube or BBC iplayer.  The BBC also has a large array of 

interesting intellectual programmes on the Radio.  For a full list of BBC podcasts, click here.  

Individual programmes are listed below. 

A Point of View 

A weekly series of short talks on topical issues from a variety of intellectuals, such as John Gray and Will 
Self 

Four Thought   

Four Thought talks include stories and ideas which will affect our future, in politics, society, the 
economy, business, science, technology or the arts. 

Inside Health  

Another weekly series: the title should make it clear what the programme focuses on.   

Law in Action 

Self-explanatory title.   

More or less 

Influential programme about statistics, especially when used wrongly by governments and media. 

Start the Week 

Hosted by Andrew Marr on a variety of subjects.   

The Life Scientific 

Hosted by physicist Jim Al-Khalili, various prominent scientists and thinkers are interviewed.   

The Reith Lectures 

An annual series of radio lectures given by a prominent thinker on an important issue.  It's a goldmine. 

 

http://www.gresham.ac.uk/
http://www.intelligencesquared.com/
http://www.instituteofideas.com/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/events
https://www.rgs.org/geography/online-lectures/
http://www.thersa.org/events/rsaanimate?gclid=CP-Il6WtiL4CFUNz2wodmhQAyg
http://www.ted.com/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/events
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/radio4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/pov
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/pov
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/fourthought
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/fourthought
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b019dl1b
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/law
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/law
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qshd
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/stw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/stw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/tls
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/tls
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00729d9


The Week in Westminster 

This is a weekly review of political events at Westminster, with contributions from a variety of political 
commentators. 

Thinking Allowed 

This is a weekly series presented by Laurie Taylor. It is usually concerned with matters sociological. 

 

MOOCs 

There has been a sharp increase in the number of Massive Open Online Courses now available.  Listed 

below are probably the main platforms.  Beware, though: there are many courses.  It is a good idea to 

look for the major universities from both the US and the UK as providers. 

• Alison 

• Coursera 

• edX 

• Iversity 

• The Open University 

• Stanford Online 

• Udacity 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/wpr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/wpr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/ta
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/ta
https://alison.com/
https://www.coursera.org/
https://www.edx.org/course
https://iversity.org/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue
https://www.edx.org/school/stanfordonline
https://www.udacity.com/nanodegree?utm_source=gsem_brand&utm_medium=ads_r&utm_campaign=8301633090_c&utm_term=85164661643_sa&utm_keyword=udacity_e&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_-ja3pO06AIVCLTtCh1iJgs9EAAYASAAEgJrbfD_BwE


Galleries and museums 

Most of the galleries and museums listed below contain works of art or archaeological objects.  

However, there are some other, different sorts of museums. 

Art Museum of China Profiles National Women’s History Museum, Virginia 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford Natural History Museum, London 
British Museum, London Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford 
Centraal Museum, Utrecht Prado Museum, Madrid 
De Young Museum, San Francisco Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 
Detroit Institute of the Arts Royal Collection Trust, Edinburgh 
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge Sir John Soane Museum, London 
Frida Kahlo Museum, Mexico City Tate Museums 
Glasgow Women’s Library The Alte Nationalgalerie, Berlin 
Guggenheim, Bilbao The Courtauld Institute, London 
Guggenheim, New York The Dali Museum, Figueres 
Imperial War Museums The Google Art Project 
J Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles The Louvre, Paris 
Kunsthaus Zürich The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 
Library, Trinity Ciollege, Dublin The Munch Museum, Oslo 
MASP, Sao Paulo The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Musée d’Orsay, Paris The Museum of Modern Art 
Museu Nacional de Belas Artes, Rio de Janeiro The Science Museum, London 
Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco The Smithsonian, Washingston D.C. 
NASA Glenn Research Center Uffizi Gallery, Florence 
NASA Langley Research Center Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
National Army Museum, London Vatican Museums, Rome 
National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. Victoria & Albert Museum, London 
National Gallery, London Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool 
National Museum of Archaeology, Mexico City Whitechapel Art Gallery, London 
National Museum of Modern and 
Contemporary Art, South Korea 

Zeitz MOCAA, Cape Town 

National Museum of the United States Air Force  
 

  

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/art-museum-of-china-profiles-xiamen?hl=en
https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/online-exhibits
https://www.ashmolean.org/
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/nhm.ac.uk
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/britishmuseum.org
https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/collections-online
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/centraal-museum?hl=en
https://www.museodelprado.es/coleccion/obras-de-arte?searchObras=virtual
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/de-young-museum?hl=en
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/rijksmuseum.nl
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/detroit-institute-of-arts?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-royal-collection-london?hl=en
https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/onlineresources
https://www.soane.org/
https://www.recorridosvirtuales.com/frida_kahlo/museo_frida_kahlo.html
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/glasgow-womens-library?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/alte-nationalgalerie-staatliche-museen-zu-berlin?hl=en
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/guggenheim-bilbao.eus
https://courtauld.ac.uk/gallery/about/3d-gallery-virtual-tour
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/solomon-r-guggenheim-museum-interior-streetview/jAHfbv3JGM2KaQ?hl=en&sv_lng=-73.95902634325634&sv_lat=40.78285751667664&sv_h=30.75703204567916&sv_p=0.06928383072430222&sv_pid=MfnUmHRyOSzMtY3vtYU05g&sv_z=0.9645743015259166
https://www.salvador-dali.org/en/museums/dali-theatre-museum-in-figueres/visita-virtual/
https://www.iwm.org.uk/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/art-museum-of-china-profiles-xiamen?hl=en
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/getty.edu
https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/kunsthaus-zuerich?hl=en
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/trinity-college-dublin-library?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-munch-museum-oslo?hl=en
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/masp.org.br
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-museum-of-fine-arts-houston?hl=en
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/m.musee-orsay.fr
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/moma-the-museum-of-modern-art
https://mnba.gov.br/portal/
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/san-francisco-museum-of-modern-art-sfmoma
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://www.nasa.gov/glennvirtualtours
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/uffizi-gallery?hl=en
https://oh.larc.nasa.gov/oh/
https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en?v=1
https://www.nam.ac.uk/collections
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/museivaticani.va
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/national-gallery-of-art-washington-dc?hl=en
https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections?type=featured
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/nationalgallery.org.uk
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker-art-gallery#section--art-stories
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-national-museum-of-anthropology-mexico-city-ziko-van-dijk-wikimedia-commons/bAGSHRdlzSRcdQ?hl=en
https://www.whitechapelgallery.org/
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/mmca.go.kr
file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/mmca.go.kr
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=Q6fHVGXW4jr&play=1
https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Virtual-Tour/


Reading lists 

The reading lists below are mainly for prospective undergraduates, though some are for first-year 

students.  Most, but not all, come from Oxford and Cambridge.  There are many here, but there are 

many more to be found. 

Portals for all subjects 
 

Cambridge – extremely 
good 
 

NCH 
Queen’s, Oxford 

Oxford 
St. Peter’s, Oxford 

Oxbridge 
applications 
Maths, Philosophy, 
Psychology 
 

Anthropology (HSPS) 
 
Churchill, Cambridge 
King’s, Cambridge 
UCL 
 

Architecture 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
Liverpool 

Art History 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
Oxford 
UCL 

Biology 
 
Balliol, Oxford 
Cambridge 

Chemistry 
 
Cambridge 

Classics 
 
Balliol, Oxford 
King’s, Cambridge 
Warwick 

Computing 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
Oxford 
Warwick 

Economics 
 
KCL 
King’s, Cambridge 
Warwick 

 
Engineering 
 
Balliol, Oxford 
Cambridge 

 
English 
 
Balliol, Oxford 
King’s, Cambridge 

 
Geography 
 
Cambridge 
King’s, Cambridge 
Oxford 

 
History 
 
Cambridge 
KCL – War studies 
King’s, Cambridge 
SOAS 

 
Law 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
SOAS 

 
Linguistics 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
Oxford 
UCL 

 
Maths 
 
Balliol, Oxford 
Cambridge 
Imperial 
Warwick 

 
Medicine 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
Oxford 

 
Modern Languages 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
Oxford 

 
Natural Sciences 
 
Cambridge 
Durham 
King’s, Cambridge 

 
Philosophy (PPE) 
 
Balliol. Oxford 
Edinburgh 
King’s, Cambridge 
St. Andrews 

 
Physics 
 
Balliol, Oxford 

 
Psychology (PBS) 
 
King’s, Cambridge 
St. Hilda’s, Oxford 
Top universities 

 
Theology 
 
Birmingham 
Cambridge 
King’s, Cambridge 

  

 

http://moodle.sjwms.co.uk/pluginfile.php/10440/mod_resource/content/1/Ideas%20for%20Further%20Reading%20and%20Research%20sources.pdf
https://www.nchlondon.ac.uk/undergraduate-reading-lists/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate-reading-lists
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/suggested-reading-and-resources
https://www.spc.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate-reading-lists
https://oxbridgeapplications.com/resources_category/reading-lists/
https://oxbridgeapplications.com/resources_category/reading-lists/
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/study-us/undergraduates/offer-holders/subject-reading-lists/biological-anthropology/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/human-social-and-political-sciences-reading-list
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/anthropology/prospective-students/suggested-readings
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/architecture-reading-list
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/architecture/undergraduate/reading-list/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/history-of-art-reading-list
https://www.hoa.ox.ac.uk/suggested-reading
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/art-history/prospective-students/course-descriptions/reading-lists/first-year-summer-reading-list
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/biological-sciences-reading-list
https://www.biology.cam.ac.uk/undergrads/nst/courses/physiology-of-organisms/reading-list
https://www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/undergraduates/prospective-students/1a-information/reading-list
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/classics-reading-lists
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/classics-reading-list
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/applying/offerholders/readingq800/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/computer-science-reading-list
https://www.cs.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/why_oxford/background_reading.html#Prospective_undergraduate_students
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/dcs/admissions/undergraduate/readinglist/
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/politicaleconomy/study/ug/recommended-reading-list
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/economics-reading-list
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/current/ug/induction/before-you-arrive/summer-reading-list/
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate-admissions/engineering-reading-list
https://www.admissions.eng.cam.ac.uk/information/reading
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/english-reading-list
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/english-reading-list
https://www.geog.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/reading/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/geography-reading-list
https://www.geog.ox.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-list.html
https://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom/suggested-reading
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/warstudies/incoming-students/reading
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/history-reading-list
https://www.soas.ac.uk/blogs/study/history-an-introductory-reading-list/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/law-reading-list
https://www.soas.ac.uk/blogs/study/law-an-introductory-reading-list/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/linguistics-reading-list
https://www.ling-phil.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate/prelims-reading-list
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/pals/linguistics-reading-list
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/mathematics-reading-list
https://www.maths.cam.ac.uk/documents/reading-list.pdf/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mathematics/undergraduate/degree-courses-and-admissions/recommended-reading/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/maths/admissions/ug/read_list2/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/medicine-reading-list
https://www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/medicine/pre-clinical/applying/reading
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/modern-and-medieval-languages-reading-list
https://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/reading-list
https://www.natsci.tripos.cam.ac.uk/prospective-students/reading
https://www.dur.ac.uk/natural.sciences/freshers/rlists/
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/natural-sciences-reading-list
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/philosophy-politics-and-economics-reading-list
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/philosophy/prospective/undergraduate/philosophy-degrees/get-ready-to-study-philosophy
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/philosophy-reading-list
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/philosophy/current/ugrad/reading/
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/physics-reading-list
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/psychological-and-behavioural-sciences-reading-list
https://www.st-hildas.ox.ac.uk/content/reading-list-psychology
https://www.topuniversities.com/courses/psychology/8-books-read-if-youre-psychology-student
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-artslaw/ptr/theology/news/TR-Summer-Reading-List-2016.pdf
https://www.divinity.cam.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate/introductory-reading
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists/theology-and-religious-studies-reading-list


Other reading lists 

The following reading lists will be published separately, probably on Teams.  Most of these are a little 

older, but valuable nevertheless. 

• Public intellectuals – books written by academics and journalists for non-specialists 

• Introductory reading for Law (Oxford) 

• Introductory reading for Medicine 

• Archaeology and Anthropology(Cambridge) 

• Philosophy reading list 1 (Cambridge) 

• Philosophy reading lists 2 (Cambridge) 

• Logic (Cambridge) 

• Epistemology and Metaphysics (Cambridge) 

• Philosophy of Mind (Cambridge) 

• Philosophy of Science (Cambridge) 

• Social and Political Philosophy (Sussex) 

• The Lyceum – philosophical topics 

• Experimental Psychology and Philosophy (Oxford) 

 

Glossaries 

It is sometimes useful to know the terms employed in specific subjects.  Here are some glossaries for 

some Arts and Humanities subjects. 

• Literary terms 

• Economics A-Z 

• Historiographic terms 

• Philosophical terms 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/CroallyNT/Desktop/Year%2013%20plan/Glossary%20of%20literary%20terms
https://www.economist.com/economics-a-to-z
http://www.calstatela.edu/sites/default/files/groups/Dr.%20Christopher%20Endy/glossary.pdf
https://global.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780199812998/studentresources/pdf/perry_glossary.pdf

