
Welcome to our Summer 2025 Alumni Newsletter 

Our newest alumni walk the red carpet! 

July 2025 

We love to hear from you! 

Please keep us updated on your activities and send us pictures of you and your family, along with any 

old treasured TASIS England photos, to alumni@tasisengland.org . Do also let us know what you are 

doing professionally, and whether you would be willing to advise our current students about their future 

career paths. 

We are delighted to share some exciting updates in this edition. 

Planning your next visit to TASIS England? 

While we love to hear from you, we love your visits even more! Located just 15 minutes from Heathrow, 

we are the perfect place to visit, enjoy a coffee, and tour our campus – and perhaps even catch up with 

some old friends and teachers. 

So, click below to inform us of your next visit to ensure a very warm welcome awaits at TASIS England! 

Plan your next visit to campus 

Congratulations to the Class of 2025! 

Our Commencement on Saturday, June 7, proved to be another 

memorable day despite the rain! We celebrated the 

achievements of our seniors, reflected upon their TASIS 

England learning journey, and encouraged the class to 

continue to live our mission as principled, open-minded, and 

compassionate members of a global community. 

Further, we recently celebrated their AP and IB program 

examination results. 

Class of 2025 Representatives 

Our recent graduates voted for Emma B and Kiera H to serve 

as representatives of the Class of 2025. Congratulations! 

TASIS England Fundraising News 

Message from Head of School Bryan Nixon 

I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone in our 

generous community who has contributed to our second year 

of fundraising for the Financial Aid and Lyle Rigg Scholarship 

Funds. 

During the 2024-25 school year, we received individual 

donations ranging from £100 to £10,000, resulting in 

approximately £50,000. We are most grateful for this generous 

support, which is all the more critical for many of our 

families given the imposition of VAT on school fees here in the United Kingdom. 

Earlier this year, we were proud to announce our first Lyle Rigg Scholarship recipient, Grade 11 student 

Harper Bonnet Taylor, who is looking forward to continuing her learning at TASIS England and 

contributing her sense of service and skills in athletics and music to our community. 

As we enter our 50th anniversary during the 2025-26 school year, we look forward to many more 

contributions to our Financial Aid and Lyle Rigg Scholarship Funds. 

All donations can be made via our website . If you require any additional information or have donation 

questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at bnixon@tasisengland.org . 

Our thanks also go to the Class of 2025. Their newly installed Scholarship Fund Donor Board proudly 

awaits the return of our most recent alumni. All donations from the Class of 2025 have been allocated to 

the Lyle Rigg Scholarship Fund. 

TASIS England is 50! 

Our 50th Anniversary Committee will meet in August to plan for the 2026 celebrations. Our entire 

community will gather on our beautiful campus on Saturday, May 30, 2026, to celebrate 50 years of 

following the vision of our founder, Mary Crist Fleming. 

It would be amazing to have representation from every graduating class from 1977 to 2025 as we 

celebrate 50 years of incredible learning within a nurturing and supportive international community. 

Thank you, Ms. Gediman 

Following over 35 remarkable years of teaching at TASIS 

England, Wendy Gediman has decided to embark on the next 

chapter of her life. 

Throughout her tenure, Wendy has been a compassionate and 

supportive teacher, and her contributions have touched our 

Lower and Middle School communities as well as the boarding 

program. Amongst many attributes, Wendy's unwavering 

passion for learning, the environment, natural history, and 

community service will leave a lasting impact. 

As Wendy transitions into retirement, we took the opportunity to reflect on her experience at TASIS 

England. 

How long have you worked at TASIS England? 

Thirty-five years! I started in 1990 as a Pre-K teacher and have also worked in second grade through to 

fifth grade. In addition, I had the privilege of working with Upper School students in my role as House 

Parent for 22 years. 

What achievements are you most proud of? 

It has been a pleasure running the Wildlife Club and teaching students to care about animals and the 

environment. I have also had the honor of working with explorers, environmentalists, and 

anthropologists who have assisted with various school learning projects, including Robert Swan and 

Jane Goodall. 

What other achievements are precious to you after 35 years? 

Supporting Service Leadership within the Upper School and running annual trips to Romania, visiting 

orphanages, foster homes, and special educational needs schools. 

As you look back on your early days, what funny moments do you remember? 

There are two. Firstly, I recall Mrs. Fleming enthusiastically driving through the campus in her legendary 

black mini. A few times, I had to swiftly move out of the way, and she would simply continue at pace 

while giving me her joyous wave and smile. 

Secondly, I recall Lyle Rigg's apprehension when I told him that he needed to invite a Pre-K class to tea 

with a duck, which he needed to hold. While he delighted at the prospect of tea with the pupils, he was a 

little alarmed about having to hold the duck – but he loved it! 

Aside from your love of teaching, what has been most meaningful to you following such a long career at 

TASIS England? 

Absolutely. The wonderful colleagues and connections I have made. I am still in contact with many 

alumni, including families from 35 years ago. There are regular visits with former students, and I am so 

grateful for these special, life-long connections and friendships. 

As you retire from full-time teaching, what are you looking forward to doing? 

Having more time to volunteer with animal charities such as Wildlife Aid, looking after my adorable pet 

rabbits, traveling, meeting with alumni during many of these visits, and supporting global environmental 

projects. In fact, I will be assisting Robert Swan's son with a trip to Daintree, Australia, to help restore the 

rainforest. 

Will you still visit TASIS England and help us to maintain your legacy? 

100%. I intend to do some substitute teaching work and will also run the Wildlife Club for children in 

Kindergarten to Grade 4. I will also be helping with the planning of the service trip to Romania, and I am 

so pleased to be accompanying this trip too. 

Thank you, Wendy, for being an important part of our TASIS England family. 

Exciting News from our Alumni 

Veronica Jeffers (Class of 1978) 

After graduating from TASIS England in 1978, it took me a 

little time to settle into a career. (There was a lot of traveling 

to be done!) Eventually, I graduated from Wellesley College 

and then from Harvard Law School. Japan was next, as well as 

a clerkship with Judge Bambi Weil in Honolulu. 

I currently work with SGG Immigration LLP (“SGG”) in Los 

Angeles. I joined the firm in 2022, with over thirty years of 

immigration law experience. Including Los Angeles, I have practiced in Chicago and Phoenix, taking the 

bar every time I moved! Over the course of my career, I have practiced in all areas of immigration law, 

working with clients ranging from chief executives of multinational corporations to unaccompanied 

children in removal proceedings. 

Throughout, I have been committed to providing and supporting pro bono activities to the local 

community. Most recently, I was the managing attorney at KIND’s Los Angeles field office (Kids in Need of 

Defense). In this role, I oversaw a staff of attorneys and paralegals in the provision of direct legal 

services to unaccompanied minors living in the Greater Los Angeles area, and provided mentoring 

support and training to volunteer attorneys representing these minor children on a pro bono basis. 

Always a student, my professional activities have also extended to the 

academic field. I have been a member of the adjunct faculty at 

Southwestern Law School in Los Angeles since 2001, teaching courses on 

Immigration Law (Immigration and Nationality Law, and Employment- 

Based Immigration Law). I am also one of the original co-authors of 

“Immigration and Nationality Law: Problems and Strategies,” an 

immigration law textbook now published by LexisNexis and used by law 

schools across the country. 

Phil Hanson (Class of 2018) 

Congratulations to TASIS England alum Phil Hanson for being 

part of the winning team in the 2025 24 Hours of Le Mans 

and, in the process, becoming the first customer team to win 

the legendary endurance race in 20 years! 

Phil is the 35th British driver to win the iconic race and his victory 

extends Britain's strong legacy in this prestigious endurance race. What 

an achievement! 

Lauren Poulson (Class of 2020) 

TASIS England shaped me in more ways than I can count. I 

arrived at 12 years old, still figuring out who I was, and left 

with a deep sense of purpose, confidence, and excitement for 

what the future could hold. The international community, the 

relationships I built with teachers and peers, and the 

opportunities to lead and explore different interests, from 

theater to physics, all had a profound impact on me. 

My years at TASIS England were when I first became fascinated by space and human exploration. I 

remember learning about the core principles of space exploration in AP Physics. At the same time, the 

School’s focus on global citizenship and leadership planted the seed for my current work at the 

intersection of aerospace engineering and space policy. 

Since graduating, I completed my Bachelor's in Mechanical Engineering and Master's in Aerospace 

Engineering and am now pursuing a PhD in Aerospace Engineering at the Georgia Institute of 

Technology. My research focuses on how to plan and support long-duration human missions to the Moon 

and Mars using sustainable technologies. I work on modeling In-Situ Resource Utilization (ISRU), which 

means designing systems that allow astronauts to use local materials like ice or regolith to produce 

water, oxygen, or fuel, rather than shipping everything from Earth. 

During my studies, I’ve also had the privilege of working at NASA, where I’ve contributed to projects on 

electric aircraft certification and lunar mission logistics. Most recently, I'm participating in an analog 

astronaut mission with Asclepios, a student-led space simulation program based in Switzerland. Analog 

missions are incredibly important in space research as they allow us to best replicate the psychological 

effects of isolation on Earth by replicating the mission activities as closely as possible, without the 

expenses and risk of spaceflight. 

As one of only nine analog astronauts selected worldwide, I'll spend three weeks in a lunar habitat 

simulation conducting scientific experiments in isolation. This will be a hands-on experience in 

teamwork, leadership, and resilience with an international team, much of which reminds me of lessons I 

first learned back at TASIS England. 

TASIS England gave me the courage to dream big, the tools to 

communicate across disciplines and cultures, and the support I needed to 

become a leader in my field. 

I’m endlessly grateful to the school and its incredible community for 

everything it gave me. 

Welcoming Three Generations of the Anderson Family to Campus! 

From left to right: Thomas and Brooke Cook (son-in-law and daughter), Sydney and Micah Anderson, 

Annjanette and Paul Anderson (Class of 1990), and Paul's parents, Judy and John Anderson 

We were delighted to welcome Paul Anderson (Class of 1990) and three 

generations of his family to campus in June. Enjoy this short trip down 

memory lane shared by Paul: 

"My four years at TASIS during the 1980s – when I was in fifth through 

eighth grade – were filled with so many special memories. Some of the 

highlights include friendships with students from around the world (one 

of my best friends was a classmate from the Middle East), something that a 10-year-old boy from 

Wisconsin never could have imagined. 

I also remember having frequent opportunities for school trips to London, to other British landmarks, or 

to visit other countries in Europe – again, something a Midwestern pre-teen could only dream of. These 

adventures gave exceptional hands-on experiences that were directly relevant to what we learned in the 

classroom. 

Lastly, I was fortunate to be taught by educators who genuinely cared about me and each student in the 

class. In fact, my sixth grade teacher, Mr. Pfiffner, saw that I had a unique ability in math and advocated 

for me to get individualized instruction in Algebra, a class that was two years ahead of the other 

advanced math students. This opened the door for me to continue with Geometry in seventh grade and 

Trigonometry in eighth grade, so that when I returned to the U.S., I was ready for Pre-Calculus as a 

freshman in high school. By the time I finished high school in Wisconsin, I had completed Calc I, Calc II, 

Calc III, and Differential Equations at a local university, which laid the foundation for my career as an 

actuary. 

Today, I’m a partner in an international actuarial consulting firm (Milliman Inc.) and regularly look back 

on my years at TASIS England as being instrumental in directing me toward the math-focused profession 

that I have enjoyed for more than 30 years. Thank you, TASIS England, for being part of my story." 

Alumni Return to Share their Experiences 

Recently, a group of alumni returned to our TASIS England campus to speak with students about their 

university and gap year experiences, namely James (Class of 2021), Izzah (Class of 2021), and Jamie (Class 

of 2019). 

The alumni answered students' questions that ranged from how well TASIS England prepared them 

academically for university, tips for a successful transition to university life, structuring a gap year, and 

the change from undergraduate to graduate school study. 

Reunion News 

The Class of 2015 is looking forward to celebrating their 10-year reunion 

at Privé in New York City on Saturday, September 13, 2025. 

If you are a member of the Class of 2015 and would like to attend, either 

contact Tara ( tarawilfert@gmail.com ) and Majid ( torofmajid@gmail.com ), 

or RSVP h ere by August 31. 

We look forward to sharing photographs from the event in the next Alumni Newsletter. 

Max Page and Pam Daly Award 2025 Winners 

The Max Page Award is presented each school year to a 

faculty member in honour of Max Page, who dedicated many 

years of service to TASIS England and who inspired many 

generations of learners. The award winner must be an 

outstanding teacher who is committed to their own learning 

as well as student learning, who conveys the joy of learning, 

and models service to our community. The worthy award 

recipient this year is our Head of English, Chris Khoo. 

Chris Khoo has received many commendations from students, 

parents, and peers throughout her dedicated service to the TASIS England community. Since August 

2013, Chris has been commended for her ability to expertly deliver an enriching, engaging, and 

challenging English curriculum, her exemplary communication skills, her wonderful sense of humour 

that provides grace and patience for all, and her selfless service leadership demonstrated in the hours 

she devotes to supporting our boarding program. 

Congratulations, Ms. Khoo, and we are delighted to see your accomplishments recognized with this 

prestigious award. 

The Pam Daly Award is presented each school year to a 

member of staff in honour of Pam Daly, who provided loyal 

and dedicated service to the TASIS England community for 

many years. The award recognises an outstanding staff 

member who displays commitment and service to our 

community, who is dedicated to their profession and to 

supporting others in their team, and who embodies the TASIS 

England Mission. This year's worthy recipient is our 

Housekeeping Team Leader, Lucia Goncalves Faria. 

Lucia received the award to a standing ovation from staff and faculty, and she is renowned for the 

support she provides for her team and our community through her dedicated service and amazing work 

ethic. Not only does she ensure that we enjoy immaculate classrooms and facilities to promote learning, 

but she goes above and beyond to ensure everything is ready for key school events, such as the 

Homecoming Dance, Open Days, and many more throughout the year. 

Congratulations to Lucia, and the response from her peers highlighted how worthy an award recipient 

Lucia is! 

In Memoria 

Mr. Michael Righton (Claffey) 

Recently, Ashling Barr (Class of 1988) informed us of the 

passing of a former teacher, Mr. Michael Righton (Claffey), on 

May 18, 2025. 

Mr. Claffey was a Biology teacher in the late 1980s and also 

coached rugby. Ashling had stayed in touch with him over the 

years, and he had retired a few years ago and moved to 

Connemara on Ireland's west coast to indulge in his hobby of 

fishing. Ashling describes Mr. Claffey as a wonderful human, an 

accomplished sports/outdoorsman (who rode his bike across 

the United States, climbed in Nepal, and loved skiing, rowing, 

and rugby), and a dedicated teacher and mentor to many. 

Mr. Calffey sadly passed away far too young from an extremely rare form of Epstein-Barr Virus, which 

mimicked cancer. Our thoughts and prayers are extended to Mr. Claffey's family and friends. 

Need TASIS England Spiritwear for Upcoming Reunions or Events? 

*International shipping available 

Explore the online store 

Stay connected! 

Our email address: alumni@tasisengland.org 

Contact person: Bryan Nixon, Head of School 

Follow our Alumni Facebook page 

Updating Your Data 

We know our alumni often move around the world and experience new professional adventures. We 

would like to have your up-to-date contact details so we can keep communicating with you. 

If you have moved recently or think that your details may be outdated, please fill in this form and send it 

to us. We will update your details on our database. 

We would love to stay in contact with you, but if for any reason you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, you can unsubscribe link at the bottom of this page. 

TASIS England 
Coldharbour Lane • Thorpe • Surrey TW20 8TE • UK 

Tel: +44 1932 565252 
www.tasisengland.org 

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter you can unsubscribe here 
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