David Ruggles
SHS Class of 1987

David graduated from Sheffield High School in 1983. He
attended the business school at the University of Alabama,
graduating in 1987 with a B.S. in Marketing. In 2010, he
completed a three-year executive management course at Harvard
Business School. \|

David started his career as an outside sales representative for Star Expansion, a
fastener company headquartered in Mountainville, NY. He was based in Mobile,
AL, and covered the Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana sales territories. Two
years later, he was hired as a sales representative for J.H. Williams, a tool company,
headquartered in Columbus, GA. David moved to Birmingham, AL, and managed
the Southeast sales region. While in Birmingham, he and his wife, Polly, were
married in 1990.

In 1992, David joined Martin Supply Company, a Sheffield-based family-owned
industrial distribution and services company started in 1934 by his grandfather,
Louis Martin. David is currently Co-CEO of Martin Supply Company, which has
grown to 45 locations throughout the US and has been consistently recognized as
one of the top 50 industrial distributors nationwide in sales, as ranked by Industrial
Distribution Magazine.

During his career, David has been active in national industry associations, serving
as Board Chair for Affiliated Distributors (AD) and as Chairman for the Industrial
Supply Association (ISA). He currently serves on the Board of Visitors for the
University of Alabama Culverhouse College of Business and the Shoals Economic
Development Authority. Over the years, David has served on numerous non-profit
boards in the local community, including the Sheffield Redevelopment Authority,
YMCA of the Shoals, Helen Keller Hospital, Salvation Army, and recently served
as President of the Board of the United Way of North Alabama and as President of
the Shoals Rotary club.

David has been married to his wife, Polly, for 34 years, and they have two children,
Ashleigh and Ryan, who both attended Sheffield City schools.



