Dr. Eric Kirkman

Originally from Panama City, Florida, Eric graduated from
Rutherford High School. He came to Alabama on a full music
Scholarship from the University of North Alabama in 1992 and
received a Bachelor’s in Music Education in 1997 and a Master’s
in Music Education from UNA in 2000. He received his Doctorate
Degree in Education Leadership from Nova Southeastern
University in 2009.

Dr. Kirkman’s educational experience spans over thirty-two years, starting as a summer
band camp instructor at Sheffield High School when he was 18. Dr. Kirkman graduated
from UNA and began his career teaching general music at L.E. Willson Elementary
School. After a successful year of teaching, Dr. Kirkman was named choral director for
Sheffield Junior and Senior High Schools. During this time, Dr. Kirkman formed a
concert choir, a vocal jazz group, and a step team. The Sheffield choral groups performed
all over the Shoals area for special events and as a service to local nursing homes.

In the fall of 2001, Dr. Kirkman was named band director at Sheffield High School.
During his tenure, Sheffield had a concert band, and marching band, a jazz band, and a
competitive indoor drumline. As the band director, Dr. Kirkman’s bands achieved over
180 superior ratings and “best in class” designations at contests throughout the United
States. His bands also won “Most Entertaining Band” at numerous competitions,
establishing a reputation in the region for having “The Sound of the Shoals”! The
Sheffield bands also performed at a College Football Championship Bowl game in
Orlando, Florida, a Macy’s Christmas Parade, and at the White House in Washington,
D.C.

In 2012, Dr. Kirkman was named the 2012 State of Alabama Secondary “Teacher of the
Year” for District 7. He was also named the UNA Alumni Educator of the Year for 2012.
It was also this year that Dr. Kirkman made the transition into school administration. Dr.
Kirkman has served as a vice-principal, career tech coordinator, and principal before
leaving Sheffield City Schools in 2018. He is currently an associate professor and the
Director of The Kilby Laboratory School at the University of North Alabama. In
addition, he is the Worship Leader at Highland Baptist Church, Broadway Campus of
Florence, Alabama.

Dr. Kirkman is the husband of Dr. Tera Kirkman, the Associate Dean of Nursing at the
University of North Alabama. They have two sons, Jalen and Justin.



