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It is a great honor to be selected into the Sheffield City Schools' Registry of Honor.  I am very proud 

to receive this honor in the city where I grew up, attended school, and served in my job for 32 years.  

My teachers, administrators, parents, classmates, and community all played a part in who I am today 

and all I have achieved.    

My school journey began at Mrs. Brenneman’s neighborhood kindergarten.  I then attended 

Annapolis Avenue Elementary School.  I started playing sports at this time and began with baseball 

at age 7, followed by football at age 9; I loved sports from the start.  I attended Sheffield Jr. High, 

which was 7th, 8th, and 9th grades at the time, and played basketball and football.  I started Sheffield 

High School in the fall of 1969 and played basketball, football, baseball, track, and wrestled.  I can't 

express enough the positive impact and influence my coaches, teachers, and administrators had on 

me.  To have Godly men like Coaches Pennington and Franklin, and principals Mr. Threadgill and 

Mr. Jaggers, were truly a blessing to me.  

 After graduating from Sheffield in 1972, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to attend Auburn 

University and play football. Football was the reason I was introduced to Auburn University.  I 

graduated from Auburn in December 1977 with a B.S. in Education.  My life at Auburn was 

profoundly changed by certain coaches and professors.  

 While planning to attend graduate school, I went to work for the Sheffield Park and Recreation 

Department.  After some time, the Athletics Director's job was offered to me, and a short time later, I 

knew this was what I wanted to do.  I wanted to use sports as a tool to impact young people in a 

positive way, and consequently developed a great working relationship with the school system 

during my 32-year career.     

I have received many blessings in my job, but my greatest was meeting my wife, Dawn Hovater, at a 

ballpark.  She is the love of my life, and we will celebrate 37 years of marriage in September.   

I was humbled and honored to be inducted into the Colbert County Sports Hall of Fame in 2013, and 

have served on that board since 2017.  It was also a great honor to have the youth baseball complex 

named after me.   

I loved serving my community and could never do more for Sheffield than Sheffield has done for 

me.       

 


