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Braxton was born and raised in Sheffield, Alabama, where he attended Sheffield public
schools, including Alabama Avenue Elementary, Atlanta Avenue Junior High School, and Sheffield
High School. He graduated in 1957. He was in the National Honor Society and a class officer,
among other activities in high school.

Following his secondary education, he attended the University of Alabama, graduating in
1961 with a major in history and a minor in English. He was selected as a member of Phi Alpha
Theta, National History Honor Society. While in school there, he served on the staff of the Corolla,
the University's annual, and was a member and officer of the Kappa Alpha Order social fraternity.
He was in the Air Force ROTC and the Arnold Air Society at the University.

Following graduation from the University, he served in the United States Air Force as an
officer and pilot flying missions worldwide.

After discharge from the Air Force, he attended the University of Alabama School of Law,
graduating in 1968 with a Juris Doctorate degree. He served on the editorial board of the law school
Law Review and was editor of the Alabama Law Reporter. He and a classmate were the winners of
the initial John A. Campbell Moot Court competition in law school.

He was admitted to the Bar of the State of Alabama in 1968. He has practiced law in
Alabama for 54 years, practicing in state and federal courts, including handling cases in the Supreme
Court of Alabama, the Federal 11" Circuit Court of Appeals, and the U.S. Supreme Court,
representing the City of Sheffield.

He practiced law in Birmingham, Alabama, with a leading firm for the first three years of
practice, before returning home to Sheffield and becoming a partner in the firm of Almon &
McAlister. He subsequently practiced with other local firms before opening a solo practice in
Sheffield.

He is a member and past president of the Colbert County Bar Association. He has been a
member of the Alabama State Bar Association his entire career, and has served in various capacities,
including serving on its governing body, the Alabama Bar Commission.

He is a senior member and past president of the Sheffield Kiwanis Club; he served as a
member of the Sheffield Board of Zoning Adjustments and Appeals and was active in the leadership
of the local United Way for several years. He served on the board of directors of the Northwest
Alabama Regional Airport Authority for almost 10 years. He currently serves on the Sheffield Public
Library board of directors and is an officer.

He is a member of the First Presbyterian Church in Sheffield, where he has taught Sunday
school and served as a church officer for over 50 years. He participated in leading a church mission
trip to the Yucatan Peninsula to develop a fresh water system for residents there.

He has been active in community theater, performing on stage at the newly renovated historic
Ritz Theater of Sheffield, under the auspices of the Tennessee Valley Art Association.

He has been married to Arlene Karpinski Ashe for 52 years. They have two grown children,
John, who lives in Lookout Mountain, Tennessee, and Dr. Susan Ashe, who resides in Pasadena,
California.



