
7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment
Choose ONE book from the list below of six South Carolina Junior Book 

Award Nominees to read over the summer.  Then, you will complete an 
assessment during the first month of school. The assessment will include 
multiple-choice and open-ended questions. Please take notes on your book for 
you to review before the assessment! 

*All of these books are available to students for free as ebooks in the Sora

app. To access all of these titles as eBooks, students log in to the CCSD Portal → 

Clever → Sora.* 

Yonder by Ali Standish 
Danny Timmons has looked up to Jack Bailey ever since Jack saved two 
small children from drowning during the Great Flood of 1940. Now, with 
his father away fighting in World War II and his mother about to have a 
new baby, Danny relies on Jack’s friendship and guidance more than ever. 
So when Jack goes missing without a trace from their small Appalachian 
town, Danny is determined to find him. He wonders if Jack’s abusive father 
could be behind his disappearance, or if it has anything to do with 

Yonder—a hidden magical town Jack once spoke of, where flocks of rainbow birds fly 
through the sky and they’ve never heard of war. As answers elude him, Danny begins to fear 
that he didn’t know Jack as well as he thought. Ultimately, Danny’s investigation forces him 
to reckon with even larger questions: What is America fighting for in this war? What role do 
each of us play in stopping injustices, big and small? And is there such a thing as a true 
hero? 

Linked by Gordon Korman 
Chokecherry, a small town in Colorado, is shocked when a swastika is 

painted on the wall of the community’s middle school. As more swastikas 
appear, everyone becomes a suspect. In an effort to bring unity to the town and 
to honor the six million Jewish Holocaust victims, students begin creating a 
paper chain with six million links. The project is not as easy as it seems, and the 
students must examine their motives and their families’ pasts. Gordon Korman 
does a fantastic job telling this story in alternating perspectives and delivers 
twists and turns to keep the reader wanting just “one more chapter. 

Amari and the Night Brothers By: B.B. Alston 
Thirteen-year-old Amari, a poor African American girl from the 
projects, gets an invitation from her missing brother to join the Bureau 
of Supernatural Affairs and join in the fight against an evil magician. 
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The Canyon’s Edge By: Dusti Bowling 
One year after a random shooting changed their family forever, 

Nora and her father are exploring a slot canyon deep in the Arizona 
desert, hoping it will help them find peace. Nora longs for things to go 
back to normal, like they were when her mother was still alive, while her 
father keeps them isolated in fear of other people. But when they reach 
the bottom of the canyon, the unthinkable happens: A flash flood rips 
across their path, sweeping away Nora's father and all of their supplies. 

Suddenly, Nora finds herself lost and alone in the desert, facing dehydration, 
deadly snakes, venomous scorpions, and, worst of all, the Beast who has terrorized 
her dreams for the past year. If Nora is going to save herself and her father, she must 
conquer her fears, defeat the Beast, and find the courage to live her new life.. 

 
Starfish By: Lisa Fipps 
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at her 
fifth birthday party, she's been bullied about her weight. To cope, she 
tries to live by the Fat Girl Rules—like "no making waves," "avoid eating 
in public," and "don't move so fast that your body jiggles." And she's 
found her safe space—her swimming pool—where she feels weightless 
in a fat-obsessed world.  

In the water, she can stretch herself out like a starfish and take up all the 
room she wants. It's also where she can get away from her pushy mom, who thinks 
criticizing Ellie's weight will motivate her to diet. Fortunately, Ellie has allies in her 
dad, her therapist, and her new neighbor, Catalina, who loves Ellie for who she is. 
With this support buoying her, Ellie might finally be able to cast aside the Fat Girl 
Rules and starfish in real life--by unapologetically being her own fabulous self. 
 

The Magical Imperfect By: Lisa Fipps 
     Etan has stopped speaking since his mother left. His father and 
grandfather don’t know how to help him. His friends have given up on 
him. 
      When Etan is asked to deliver a grocery order to the outskirts of 
town, he realizes he’s at the home of Malia Agbayani, also known as 
the Creature. Malia stopped going to school when her acute eczema 
spread to her face, and the bullying became too much. 

As the two become friends, other kids tease Etan for knowing the Creature. 
But he believes he might have a cure for Malia’s condition, if only he can convince his 
family and hers to believe it too. Even if it works, will these two outcasts find where 
they fit in? 


