
Rising 6th Grade  Summer 
Reading Assignment 

Choose ONE book from the list of five below to read over the summer. When you 
come to school in the fall, you will take an assessment within the first month to test 
your comprehension. We suggest you take notes on your book to use as a review 
before taking the assessment. In addition, students should log their summer reading 
pages/minutes on Beanstack through Clever. 

Dust by Dusti Bowling 
After Avalyn nearly died from an asthma attack, her parents moved her to 
the clear, dry air of Clear Canyon City, Arizona. And for the last ten years, 
she’s been able to breathe. That is, until Adam showed up. 

Quiet and unkempt, Adam is an instant target for the bullies who have 
plagued Avalyn and her friends. As Avalyn gets to know him, she begins to 
suspect that the sudden, strange increase in dust storms around town are 
somehow connected to his emotions. She thinks his problems may be even 
worse at home, especially when massive black walls of dust start rolling in 
after the school day. Will she find a way to stand up for her new friend? Her 
life may just depend on it. 

*Note to parents: This book addresses serious topics like bullying and child abuse.

The Lost Year by Katherine Marsh 
Thirteen-year-old Matthew is miserable. His journalist dad is stuck overseas 
indefinitely, and his mom has moved in with his one-hundred-year-old 
great-grandmother to ride out the Covid pandemic, adding to his stress and 
isolation. But when Matthew finds a tattered black-and-white photo in his 
great-grandmother’s belongings, he discovers a clue to a hidden chapter of 
her past—one that will lead to a life-shattering family secret. 

Set in alternating timelines that connect the present day to the 1930s and the 
US to the USSR, Katherine Marsh’s latest novel sheds fresh light on the 
Holodomor—the horrific famine that killed millions of Ukrainians, which the 
Soviet government covered up for decades 



 
Becoming Muhammad Ali by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander 

Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any 
other. Kwame Alexander and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his life up 
to age seventeen in both prose and verse, including his childhood friends, 
struggles in school, the racism he faced, and his discovery of boxing. You will learn 
about Cassius' family and neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief 
stole his bike, Cassius began training as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before 
long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout and began his transformation into the 
unrivaled Muhammad Ali. 

 
Wink by Rob Herrell 
Ross, a new middle schooler, learns that he has an extremely rare form of eye cancer 
that affects his tear duct. Wink explores the journey of his unique treatment and the 
many ways it affects him (and those around him). Ross, his friends, and his family go 
through the healing process together. The story takes a tragic situation and adds 
humor, music, and warmth.  
 

Super Teacher Project by Gordon Korman 
Oliver Zahn, spitball champion and self-declared rule-wrecker of Brightling 
Middle School, is not a fan of his new homeroom teacher, Mr. Aidact. The guy is 
sort of stiff, never cracks a smile, and refers to them as "pupils." The worst part is 
he catches Oliver before he can pull any of his signature pranks! It's time for 
Oliver and his best friend, Nathan, to show the new teacher who's boss. 
 
But as the weeks go by, they start to realize that Mr. Aidact is not what they 
expected. He has an uncanny ability to remember song lyrics or trivia. When the 
girls' field hockey team needs a new coach, he suddenly turns out to be an 
expert. He never complains when other teachers unload work on him--even 

when it's lunchroom duty and overseeing detention. Against all odds, Mr. Aidact starts to become 
the most popular teacher at Brightling. 
 
Still, Oliver and Nathan know that something is fishy. They're determined to get to the bottom of the 
mystery: What's the deal with Mr. Aidact? 

 
 

 

 

 


