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Jim Holland began his biographical summary with a quote thanking the selection committee for
the prestigious honor of being an inductee into the Sheffield City School’s Registry of Honor. He
is a 1956 graduate of Sheffield High School, the place where he met his wife, Mary Katherine.
They have three children and many grandchildren.

Jim had a spiritual awakening early in life when he fell off of a high bluff and his life was spared.
His Aunt Almeta said to him, “Jimmy, God has spared your life for a reason...you need to find
that reason.” He found that reason when he was sixteen and became a Royal Ambassador leader
for York Terrace Baptist Church. Since 1964, he has led numerous RA camps with hundreds of
boys coming to know the Lord. Some have gone on to become preachers and missionaries. He is a
lifelong member of York Terrace Baptist Church (now York Bluff Baptist), Sheffield, where is
honored to be a Sunday school teacher, a deacon, and R.A. director for the church, as well as the
Colbert/Lauderdale Baptist Associations.

He started his business career with MetLife in 1960, and over the next 42 years, he was blessed to
be a part of the “Million Dollar Round Table,” which gave him many opportunities. He was
always very civic-minded and was a member of several service clubs, including the Sheffield
Kiwanis Club, where he also served as the SHS Key Club Advisor; in this regard, he directed their
service projects. He also served as a trustee of Mobile College for seventeen years.

Jim summarized his life thus far with this last paragraph. “My precious Mary Katherine died
seventeen years ago. Thankfully, God led me to Joyce Cochran; she has been such a blessing that
“God sent” to me and my family. What a blessing it has been to grow up in Sheffield, Alabama. |
continue to enjoy my life by gifting little Cokes in the bottle and candy bars while sharing the
love of Jesus. After all, folks, isn’t this what it’s all about- loving people and sharing Jesus?”.



