
 

Reading Assignments:  

1.​ "Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr 

You can read it here.  

2.​ "Examination Day" by Henry Slesar 

You can read it here. 

Tips: 

●​ if possible, print out the stories & Take notes in the margins. 
●​ read the stories more than once. 
●​ do not read summaries instead of the stories themselves. 

CONFLICT 411: 

Conflicts in literature can be internal or external. 

●​ Internal conflict is the struggle between emotions, values, or 
desires within a character that are preventing him/her from 
achieving the desired goal. 

●​ External conflict is the struggle between characters and the 
outside forces that are preventing them from getting what they 
want. External conflicts can be between a character and: 

○​ another character 
○​ nature 
○​ technology 
○​ society 
○​ the supernatural 
○​ fate 

 

 

 

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/1440/Harrison-Bergeron-Short-Story-Equally-Unequal.pdf?rev=9051
https://aisdblend.instructure.com/courses/69255/files/2847578


 

CONFLICT & Theme: 

In each of the two stories, consider the conflicts that drive the plot. 
Each of the stories may have multiple conflicts. 

●​ return to the texts and identify passages that describe/suggest 
the conflicts You have identified. 

●​ Next, find quotes from the stories that demonstrate the 
conflicts. 

●​ Conflicts within a work help to develop the theme, so. . . 

consider how your conflict examples and your chosen quotes develop 
the theme of each story. 

You can read more about conflict here. 

You can read about theme Here. 

 

Writing assignment: 

How does the author of the story use conflict to develop the theme? 

answer this question for each of the two stories in separate short 
essays. Each response should be 2-3 paragraphs. incorporate the quotes 
you identified in order to support your claim. you will be asked to hand 
in your work during your orientation on 8/26. You may (legibly) 
handwrite or type your responses. 

 

 

https://literarydevices.com/conflict/
https://www.litcharts.com/literary-devices-and-terms/theme

