
In an effort to increase Board/Public Communications, after each Board of Education 

meeting an email will be sent to parents, staff, and anyone who requested to receive 

district e-mail communications, highlighting board discussions and actions. The 

following was discussed at the July 10, 2025 meetings: 

Reorganization Meeting 

*During the Reorganization Meeting, Samuel Perlman was unanimously elected 

President, and Jennifer Vartanov was unanimously elected Vice President. 

*The Board appointed various organizations and persons to provide assorted services 

to the District and adopted the 2025-2026 School Board Meeting schedule. 

Regular Meeting 

*During the Regular Meeting, Mr. Kenny Jin was welcomed to his first meeting as a 

Board Trustee, and Dr. Robert Kravitz was welcomed to his first meeting as the District 

Superintendent. 

During the Superintendent’s Report: 

1) Victor Manuel, Assistant Superintendent for Business Affairs, discussed the plan 

for providing air conditioning on all school buses used by the District.  He stated that the 

entire Jericho-owned transportation fleet is air-conditioned, but that 18 of the buses 

currently provided by First Student do not offer that amenity.  First Student has already 

committed to replacing 2 of these buses with air-conditioned vehicles for Fall 2025.  In 

addition, Mr. Manuel explained that 10 new air-conditioned Electric Buses will begin 

transporting Jericho students in Spring 2026 as a result of a $2 million grant received by 

the District in partnership with First Student.  The Board is evaluating the fiscal impact of 

paying to retrofit the remaining 6 buses for availability in Spring 2026 and expects to 

reach a final decision on this issue by its September meeting. 

2) David Cohen, Assistant Superintendent for Educational Operations, discussed 

issues related to the recently administered NextGen Earth and Space Sciences, and 

Biology Regents exams.  While Jericho students maintained their remarkably high Pass 

rate on both exams, the number of students demonstrating Mastery declined.  Mr. 

Cohen addressed this phenomenon and the statewide dissatisfaction with the structure 

and implementation of the new exams.  The District continues to evaluate this issue in 

conversations with NYSED and other districts.  In addition, Mr. Cohen discussed the 

NextGen standards and Regents exams for Chemistry and Physics.  It is currently the 

Administration’s recommendation that the District continues with its plan to adopt the 

NextGen curricula and Regents Exams in these two areas for the upcoming 2025-2026 

school year.  Several members of our community addressed the Board on this issue. 



*Policy number 7316, Student Use of Internet-Enabled Devices, was accepted for a 

First Reading as the Board seeks to bring the District into compliance with recently 

issued New York State regulations on student cellphone use in schools.  Under NYS 

regulations, except with very limited exceptions, students are not permitted to use 

personal internet-connected cellphones/watches/tablets anywhere on school property 

during regular school hours.  The Board encourages all students and parents to review 

this policy before school begins on August 27. 

The Board approved a resolution instructing the law firm of Ingerman Smith and 

Superintendent Kravitz to initiate litigation against a former District employee. 

*The Board acted on many additional items, including the adoption of the 2025-2026 

Districtwide Safety and Emergency Management Plan, and the approval of schedules. 

*All information, including the full agenda and minutes, is available on the District 

website or by clicking here: 

Organizational Meeting: 

https://jerichoschoolny.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=14&ID=1450&Inline=Tru

e 

Regular Meeting: 

https://jerichoschoolny.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=14&ID=1451&Inline=Tru

e 

*The Board Meetings in their entirety are available for viewing on the District website or 

by clicking here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0izcARhWII 

*The next regular meeting of the Board of Education is scheduled for Monday, August 4, 

2025, at 7:30 PM in the Ratner Seaman Cafetorium. 

 

Samuel Perlman, Board President 

Sent on behalf of the Jericho Board of Education 
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