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RESHAPING THE IBTO
MEET TOMORROW’S NEEDS

Jolene Otremba looks at how international schools in Hong Kong aim to equip
students for an uncertain future shaped by technology and global challenges

Intoday’ srapadlyemlvmgvm'ldlhemleufemmmb
being redefined Technological advancements, economic
shlisandthemed’zufnd

mmmanalschoohnﬂotﬁlmmare the
charge In equipping students wi and
adaptabdlity needed to thrive In an uncertain future. By
combining rigarous academics with Innovative
programmes, these institutions are setting the standard
for future-ready

At the heart of this transformation is a shift from
conventional academéc metrics to a more holistic
approach that Integrates real-world applications, soft skill
development and student agency. Schools are no longer
Just teaching content: they are teaching students how to
think atically, adapt to change and engage meantngfully
with the world around them.

Dr Brian Hull, diploma coordinator at Canadian
Intemational School of Hi (CDNIS), emphasises
Mdmda\uyddtmmmm
curmiculum is central to achieving these goals. He also
stresses the of teaching students through
“concepts”, “content” and “contexts”.

“Through this lens, students are able to look at the b
Ideas In various subject areas In the context of real-w
examples,” he says. This students to
mmmeiles;’nmglo tssues such as the rise of

AlL emvironmental challenges and political polartsation.

The IB curmculum at CONIS balances academic rigour
with the development of essenttal workplace skills,
mahlﬁlakzvmdﬁsofcnucalmdmm

Foundational to achietng the best academic results i
creative and critscal thinking as well as problem-solving,”
Hull explatns. For example, the school's robust arts
programme Indudes IB courses in film, music, visual arts
and theatre, which nurture creattvity while fostering
academic disdpline

Stlarly, Kasson Bratton, head of school at Hang
Kong Academy (HKA), underscores the importance of

saysm'snnsslmlsmﬁosmrgmdumwhoembody
these qualities, with a dear focus on imtellectual curiosity,
Intrinsic motivation and intercultural mindedness.

Schools are also priogitssing the deve t of critical
skills - analytical thinking, creattvity, problem-solving,
resillence and ~that are essential for

navigating mchomplemms of the modem workforce.

At Stamford American School Hong Kong (SAIS), the
(mxelstmesmugmnpm\ndessmdummgndessmd
10 with tmmerstve, real-world experiences.

“Our vision states that we continually strive to provide
the best leaming expertences for all to thrive tn a rapldly
e world, ains the schoal's director of

nlvmgm m?hy&nmmmwgﬁmnﬂw\\%m
Economic Forum’s 2025 report, the programme
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emphasises the development of skalls ltke analytical
thinking and adaptahility, which are becoming
Increasingly relevant in the global workforce.
“Technology and Al are the top changes transforming
the workplace,” Swan that 85 per cent of
e Tt
lednmbgesmmnalmepug!mme

processing
beyond tradstional career exploration, and students
the oppartunity to work with local industries - mget

“They admtoseelﬂhslsacamet
mynbeé‘:a'esled in following,” he mm
mmmm’?mmmmmw
mmmmmmm?mw
workplace skifls into the IB curriculum, ensuring that
students are prepared for the demands of the future.
Through Inquiry-basad leaming and encouraging
students to view problems fr m:hbp:j)mme
mmammua)\nsm;sfn p
adaptaulltynnsgmduales

!mdmﬂfypmblems.mmﬂynndmsop
impactful solutions.

Taking part in the Conrad Challenge empowered . -
students at CONIS to tackle real-world problems with a i
focus on both innovation and entrepreneurship. Kenneth Future readiness
ng,ablsnmmdecummteaderaﬁpsdmol -

describes the annual event as a “global entrepreneurtal means being a

and innovation competition for students between the bl
agesof13and 18", capaine,

Students work In teams to create innovative solutions competent,
m mnegrh:;afrsmp CDNIS' v&mm compassionate,
developed an advnced nde beace with creative human

siotherapy. ' who can adapt

with Own Academy, where students gain experience KASSON BRATTON,
through working as paraprofessionals in various HOMNG KOMG ACADEMY

adaptabiisty, which are atical in today’s workplace,

AsMcunmueslomﬁxmmmes.sdnolsm At CDNIS, discussions about Al are fully mtegrated such as leadership, creativity and adaptablity Is assessed
embrading the challenge of preparing students for a nto the IB cumiculum. “We don't shyaway fromAL" says  holistscally, providing a comprehenstve picture of thetr
tech-drven future. Bratton wams that tradittonal Hull. “We talk to our students abouthowto use stwelland ~ readiness for the future.
education risks becoming obsolete if it doesn't adapt: “1 explore the areas where we see opportunities, but also One way to measure success Is through feedback, and
see eventually a artsis where the combination of h'ealxleidesttﬂsusﬂtchalhmnls lo the feedback from students, parents and alurnni
disruption and generative Al shifts the nature of work to :’gsen. This proactive approach ensures dents highlights the transformative impact of these
the point where schools risk becoming trrelevant.” mmﬂymnimﬂemthmdzmmtmﬂsoeqmpped pmgmm&m(ll)ms,mﬂumdmﬂoppmmdm

to critically evaluate its implications. in STEM and entrepreneurship while gaining confidence
Across these schools, student agency takes centre and dlarity about thelr career aspirations. “The skills
stage In shaping the educational experience. At CDNIS, through the Conrad Challenge -such as
participation in programmes like the Conrad Challenge mdmmmmdpem—mapﬂcabk
encourages students to explore thelr passions, take risks across academic " says Tang,
and leam from fatlure. d Similariy, SAIS stu repo:'tlumedmnﬁdeu
“This competition empowess students to reflect on and dearer career directions, while parents pratse the
everyday problems In thetr Bves, communities and holistic development thelr children recetve. At HKA,
surounding environments,” Tang says. “By kdentifying prngmmukeﬂncbbalummu;immmd
pamn points, students tadke real-world problems often Melboume Metrics ensure students well-
rouedmpasomlupmemesorsmnnumhm rounded individuals ready to tackle dmlh@sda
Iuppenedtolhe!rfnemkorfnmly dynamic warld.

HKA, empowering students means listening to thetr As the global workforce conttnues to transform,
\dt&md@ﬂngtiﬂnﬂntmktntdgmvﬂﬂnpomm schools ke CDNIS, SAIS and HKA are affering their
leaming. “The best way to do that Is to ask the students Interpretations of a y education. By Integrating
Mﬂq“mtod:"'ynmmsa)& the IB curriculum with real applications, fostering

One of the biggest challenges of future-ready critical and creattve thinking, and embracing the
education Is how to measure success beyond academics.  challenges of a tech-driven era, these Institutions are
HKA 1s addressing this challenge head-on through its trytng to prepare students not just for tests but for ife.
with the University of Melboune’s “We want to equip our with the skills and
Melboume Metrics project. mindsets that will help them thrive in a rapidly evolving
“We're trying to measure these soft skills with a high world,” says Swan. Hull echoes this senttiment: “The
level of fidelity,” explains Bratton. This Innovattve future s uncertain, but with the right education, students

mnittative ensures that students” development In areas can be prepared to shape i."Hl
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2025!

109

IBDP
Candidates

ENROLLMENTS

Australia

Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology

University of Melbourne
University of Sydney

Canada

McGill University

McMaster University

Queen's University*

Sheridan College

Toronto Metropolitan University
University of British Columbia*
University of Toronto®
University of Victoria *
Western University*

Hong Kong

Chinese University of Hong Kong*

Hong Kong Academy of
Performing Arts

Hong Kong University

Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology

96% 2

IBDP
Pass Rate

Students
Scored 45

Netherlands
Utrecht University

United Arab Emirates
American University in Dubai

United Kingdom

BIMM University

Cardiff University

Courtauld Institute of Art
Durham University™*

Imperial College London*

King's College London*

London Academy of Music and
Dramatic Art

London School of Economics and

43

Students
Scored 40+

Newcastle University®
Royal Veterinary College,
University of London*®
University College London*®
University of Bath*
University of Bristol*
University of Edinburgh*
University of Nottingham
University of Oxford
University of the Arts London*
University of York

United States
Bamard College
Biola University
Boston University

Average
Score

1

Bilingual
Diplomas

Comell University*

New York University*
Northeastern University

Pomona College

Tufts University

University of California San Diego
University of California, Berkeley*
University of Florida

University of Pennsylvania
University of Southemn California
Washington University in St. Louis

*Multiple enroliments

Canadian International School of Hong Kong
36 Nam Long Shan Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong

@ cdnis.edu.hk

Q, +852 2525 7088
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