
 

 
CENTRAL ELEMENTARY PARENT GUIDEBOOK 

Kearney Public Schools Elementary Handbook  
(All policies take precedent and may change information in this document) 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 8:10-3:30 
The doors open at 7:30 and breakfast begins service every morning at 7:40. Until 
construction is completed we will have students enter through the MPAC main entrance.th 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR KIDS EARLY!!! 
 
SCHOOL STARTS AT 8:10. Students who are not in their classrooms at the 8:10 bell should 
check in at the front desk. Remember that KPS’s attendance system is based on minutes in 
school. Falling behind on the state-required number of minutes can lead to truancy action. 
Tardies add up quickly, so please make every effort to get your kids to school on time.  
 
SCHOOL DISMISSES AT 3:30 
 
If school has a two hour late start due to weather or other circumstances, students may start 
arriving at 9:45 and school will officially start at 10:10.  NOTE: Breakfast will not be served on 
late start days. 

WHEN YOUR CHILD IS LATE OR ABSENT 
Please contact the front desk whenever your child will be LATE or ABSENT!  You can 
call(308-698-8040) or email our secretary Mikki Tye (mictye@kearneycats.com) any time. If the 
secretary is away from the desk or you’re calling outside of school hours, you are welcome to 
leave a voicemail. 
 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE are both on the SOUTH SIDE of the 
school.  Students enter through the SW doors by the gym.    

Please park and walk up or use the drop off lane.  Students are not 
allowed to walk into the parking lot to their ride.  The drive up lane is 

one way.  The ALLEY is NOT a pick up area. 
  

SIGNING CHILDREN IN AND OUT 
1.​ Picking up your child early? PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW AHEAD OF TIME!  We will 

do our best to have your child ready for you.  
2.​ A parent (or other authorized adult) must come into the building vestibule on the north 

side of the building to sign out their child.  
3.​ If a student is coming back from an appointment, please come into the building to sign 

them in.  If you have a special need or circumstance please let us know. 
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MEALS  
ALL STUDENTS AT CENTRAL WILL RECEIVE FREE BREAKFAST, 

SNACK AND LUNCH 
BREAKFAST:  All children are welcome. The school serves breakfast from 7:40-8:05.  The 
kitchen doors close at 8:00 to ensure that kids get to class on time.  Students who arrive after 
8:00 will not be able to have breakfast with the exception of a late school bus.  
 
LUNCH GUESTS:  
Parents are welcome to eat lunch with their children. The cost of an adult lunch is $4.00. Please 
bring exact cash, as the cafeteria has no way of making change. Parents wishing to eat school 
lunch must call the school secretary and put in their lunch reservation before 10:00 (After 
10:00 it’s too late to order food, but you may still sit with your child.) 
 

KCLC 
KCLC is our popular after school program. Space is limited! To enroll your child or to get 
account information, please call the KCLC office at: (308) 698 8053. 



 
 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAY or HOLIDAY TREATS 
Due to allergies, district policy prohibits food treats of any kind, including store-bought. Please 
consider pencils or other small items.   

 
STUDENT PHONE NUMBERS/ADDRESSES  

To protect the privacy of our families, school personnel will not give out the phone number or 
address of any student or parent.  If you are planning a party or a play date, send a note via 
your child to the parents involved. Include your phone number so the other parent can contact 
you directly.  

STUDENT CELL PHONES/SMART WATCHES 
1.​ The phone/smart watch must be kept in the student’s locker at all times. 
2.​ The phone/smart watch  may only be used before or after school.  
3.​ If a student violates either of the above two rules, the phone/smart watch will be held at 

the office until a parent comes in to pick it up.  
 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  
Parent-Teacher conferences are held twice a year in September and February.  We will send 
you sign up forms when the conferences are near.  
 

CHANGE IN CONTACT INFORMATION  
Please contact the office immediately if your address or phone number (work or personal) 
changes at any time during the year. It’s very important we know how to contact you in case of 
an emergency.  
 

MEDICAL  
MEDICATIONS: If your child needs to take medication of ANY KIND at school, both 
prescription or over-the-counter,* an official permission form must be filled out. These are 
available at the front desk. All medication must be: 

●​ In its original pharmacy packaging. Do not send medication in baggies or 
makeshift bottles! We cannot dispense it this way even with a permission slip.  

●​ At the elementary level, over-the-counter pain relievers must be child-strength, ie: 
Children’s Tylenol. Any adult-strength pain reliever requires a doctor’s note.​  

*EXCEPTION TO THE MEDICATION RULE:  Per district policy, you may send cough drops to 
school without filling out a formal medication form, however you must follow these guidelines: 
The cough drops must be labeled with your child’s name and include your instructions 
regarding their use. The cough drops will be kept in the teacher’s desk. 
 



 
 

SICK CHILDREN: Please do not medicate sick children and send them to school.  Your child will 
still not feel well, and more often than not, you will be contacted to pick them up. Sending a 
sick child to school spreads germs to other children and staff. It’s a merciless cycle once it gets 
started, so everyone needs to do their part.  
 
Make a “sick plan” at the beginning of the year, so you have someone available to watch your 
kids if they’re ill.  Last minute scrambling for daycare is the worst! 
 
FEVERS:  Per district policy, children must be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to 
school. Students will be sent home for fever 100.4 or greater or if vomiting/diarrhea. They may 
also be sent home without fever if not feeling well after all can be done in the health office. 
 
DOCTOR’S NOTES: The school does not require doctor or dentist notes , however we highly 
encourage them as those absences will be “Excused” and not count against students for 
truancy.   We do need a note if there are special instructions from the doctor that involve the 
school  (ie: “avoid p.e. until the ankle heals).” 
 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS 
 

★​School Secretary Mikki Tye: (308) 698 8040  mictye@kearneycats.com 
Please call or email the school secretary whenever your child will be late or 
absent!!!   
    

★​School Nurses’ Office:  (308) 698 8040 Megan Braden and Misha Eilers 
 

★​Principal Dustin Mitchell:  (308) 698 8041  dusmitchell@kearneycats.com   
 

★​Counselor Stephanie Flint:  (308) 698 8043  steflint@kearneycats.com 
 

★​Social Worker Jessica Grasz:  (402)7508866  jesgrasz@kearneycats.com 
 
★​KCLC: For account questions or to enroll:    (308) 698 8053 

 
★​Transportation: If your child needs transportation to school, this is your 

starting place: (308) 698 8261  -or-  (308) 698 8260 
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