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GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD
GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
June 16, 2025

The School Board of Grand Forks Public School District No. 1 held a special meeting on Monday, June 16,
2025, at the Mark Sanford Education Center, with President Dave Berger presiding.

Board Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dave Berger, Amber Flynn, Dr. Sherry Houdek, Jay Kleven, Eric
Lunn, Jeff Manley, and Bill Palmiscno. Absent: Joel Larson.

Others Present: Dr. Terry Brenner, Superintendent of Schools; Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager; Dr.
Catherine Gillach, Associate Superintendent of Secondary Education; Matt Bakke, Assistant
Superintendent of Elementary Education; Dr. Kris Arason, Red River High School Principal; Travis Neil, South
Middle School Principal; David Nowatzki, Elroy H. Schroeder Middle School Principal; Dr. Holly Larson,
Valley Middle School Associate Principal; Griffin Gillespie, Human Resources Director; Rachel Bruner,
Attorney, Pearce Durick PLLC; Brady Olson, Grand Forks Education Association President; Joe Drumm,
Grand Forks Education Association Vice President; Amber Haskell, North Dakota United; and Cindy

Johnson, Executive Secretary.

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., and
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Level IV Grievance Appeal.

1.

Hear the Level IV Grievance Appeal by the
Grand Forks Education Association to
School Board, pursuant to Policy 4120.
Bruner reviewed the agenda and supporting
documents received by Board members,
highlighting areas of Policy 4120 relevant to
the Level IV grievances.

The issue is the sixth period of classroom
instruction, which is found on page 15 of the
teacher-negotiated agreement.

The GFEA submitted four separate
grievances. Three relate to the FLEX time at
Schroeder, South, and Valley middle schools,
and the other relates to the RIDER Time at
Red River High School.

Each principal read their response to the
applicable grievance, all of which denied that
a violation of the teacher-negotiated
agreement had occurred and that the

issuance of a 6/5 contract was not
warranted.

GFEA elevated their grievance to the
superintendent, who read his response
regarding the grievances, which denied that a
violation  of the  teacher-negotiated
agreement had occurred and that the
issuance of a 6/5 contract was not
warranted.

GFEA elevated their grievances to the school
board, which Bruner read.

Olson and Drumm spoke on behalf of the
GFEA, explaining why they believed their
grievances were valid and how the FLEX Time
and RIDER Time directives violated the
negotiated agreement.

Executive Session Possible Pursuant to
NDCC 44-04-19.1(2),(5) and 44-04-19.2
for the Board to Receive its Attorney’s
Advice and Guidance on the Legal Risks,
Strengths, and Weaknesses of its Decision
for the Level IV Grievance Appeal.
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It was moved by Lunn and seconded by
Manley to convene in Executive Session
pursuant to NDCC 44-04-19.1(2),(5) and 44-
04-19.2 for the board to receive its attorney’s
advice and guidance on the legal risks,
strengths, and weaknesses of its decision for
the Level IV grievance appeal. Upon aroll-call
vote, the motion carried unanimously. Aye:
Manley, Anderson, Houdek, Palmiscno,
Flynn, Lunn, and Berger. Nay: Kleven. Absent:
Larson.

Board members, Attorney Bruner, and
requested staff moved to a different
conference room, and the executive session
began at 8:03 p.m. The executive session
was recorded as required by state law.
Anderson, Berger, Flynn, Houdek, Kleven,
Lunn, Manley, Palmiscno, Brenner,
Baumbach, Gillach, Bakke, Arason, Neil,
Nowatzki, Larson, Gillespie, Bruner, and
Johnson attended.

The executive session ended at 8:44 p.m.
Board members, Bruner, and staff returned to
the boardroom, and the open meeting
reconvened at 8:46 p.m.

Potential Action on Level IV Grievance
Appeal.

It was moved by Flynn and seconded by Lunn
to deny the GFEA grievances. Bruner clarified
that the motion then was to agree with Dr.
Brenner’s decision and the GFEA appeals
were denied. Upon aroll-call vote, the motion
carried unanimously. Aye: Lunn, Palmiscno,
Flynn, Anderson, Kleven, Manley, Houdek,
and Berger. Nay: None. Absent: Larson.
Berger noted the Board would meet again to
issue its written decision.

Adjournment.
There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

APPROVED:

(Date)
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Dave Berger, President

Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager
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