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Cherokee’s School Song
(Sung to “You’re a Grand Old Flag”)

You’re a grand old school,
You’re a Cherokee school, 

Virtues count every day, yes they do.
Self discipline and honesty,

Compassion, to just name a few.
Responsibility, perseverance, respect,

Giving all of our best to succeed!
Let’s all agree, yes, you and me,

Cherokee is the place to be!



Cherokee’s Community for Learning
Welcome to Cherokee Elementary School!  

At Cherokee, we connect people to promote community.  Connections bring administrators, teachers, students, parents, and the 
community together for the purpose of learning in a climate that is communicative, disciplined, and caring.

Cherokee parents are partners through a strong Parent Teacher Club (PTC) that encourages and supports the school.  Parents 
who are involved in their children’s education have a positive impact on students’ academic achievement, behavior in school, and 
good feelings about school and work.  

Homeroom teachers are in their classrooms by 7:55 a.m. to greet students and begin instruction.  There are designated adults 
throughout the campus to monitor transitions and assist students to class.

Students also have access to weekly instruction P.E., Art, Music, Library, and Computer Lab.  Cherokee strongly promotes 
Accelerated Reading.  Students earn points and are treated to A.R. Celebrations.  Reading proficiency is the number one indicator 
of success.  

Our 3rd-5th graders have opportunities to be members of Student Council, and our 5th graders are eligible to join Jr. Beta Club.  
We offer several extracurricular options for our students, including competitive cheer, pep squad, girls and boys basketball, Girls 
on the Run, archery, and more

Cherokee hosts several parent-involvement activities throughout the year, such as Open House, Parent Orientation, 
Make-n-Take, Christmas Events, Parent/Teacher Conferences, Family Reading Night, Book Fair, PTC Meetings, Field Days, Field 
Trips, and much more!



Basic School Principles for Cherokee’s 
Positive Behavior System

Cherokee’s Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports Program strives to assure that students learn to “judge wisely in matters of life and conduct.”  Each day begins with the 
pledge to the American flag and the school song.  Cherokee students live by the three R’s: Respect, Responsibility, and Right (Do the RIGHT thing).

Time in school becomes one of the most powerful forces in students’ lives.  The purpose of Cherokee’s Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports Program is to develop 
within each student the seven core virtues:

Compassion

Giving

Honesty

Perseverance

Respect

Responsibility

Self-Discipline

Cherokee is utilizing “Classroom Dojo” on a school-wide basis.  Parents are respectfully asked to “join in” so that constant communication between teacher and parents can 
enhance and promote that positive student behavior.   Please complete detailed information with your child’s teacher so that those strong connections are maintained.



Communication Procedures
As a school community, we are united in our goal - Student Success!                          

We encourage families to be an active part of their child’s education through 
communication with the classroom teachers.  

Though Class Dojo can be utilized as a means of communication, we encourage families to communicate via email or by 
contacting the school at (318) 442-1987.  Respectful communication is expected, and harassment/disrespect will not be 
tolerated.  If a parent is unable to maintain respectful communication, he/she will be removed from Class Dojo.  

Instructional time for our staff and students is sacred.  Teachers are not encouraged to communicate with families, unless 
necessary, during instructional time.  In addition, please be mindful and respectful of teachers in the afternoon, as their 
normal hours end at 4:15 p.m.  Though communication is always welcome, be mindful that you may not receive a response 
until the next day.  Parental communication is limited to the hours of 7:30 - 4:30.  

We feel personal communication in the form of phone calls and face-to-face meetings are the best option to ensure proper 
communication.    



The Daily Schedule
7:55 am >  Morning Bell Rings;  no students allowed on campus until this time.
8:15 am >  Students eating breakfast should arrive to school no later than this time.
8:30 am >  Tardy bell rings; parents must enter the building to sign their student(s) in.

8:30-3:20 > Instructional Time

3:00 pm > No checkouts after this time.
3:20 pm > Dismissal Begins
4:00 pm > All car riders should be picked up by this time. 

7:30-4:15 > Teacher communication time.  Teachers may not 
answer email/Dojo messages outside of this time.  Teachers
are encouraged to focus on student learning while students 
are in class and may not respond to communication until 
planning time.



Arrival Procedures
Arrival Procedures: Only school buses and daycare vans will arrive and depart using the rear driveway.  Car riders will 
arrive and depart using the front driveway.  NO STUDENT is ever to be dropped off by car in rear driveway or dropped off at 
the road or side streets.  Parents MUST enter campus via the car line to drop off students.  Student safety is of our utmost 
importance.  No students can arrive on campus until 7:55 AM when teachers are on duty. 

While waiting for the 7:55 bell to ring, we ask that cars stay parked to the right of the driveway in order to facilitate the arrival 
of faculty and staff.  

Between 7:45 AM and 8:30 AM we ask parents to help ease traffic congestion by following these procedures: City police ask 
that parents approach the school on Prescott from the north (the direction of Home Depot) so that all cars turn right into the 
school driveway.  Left turns will not be allowed.  When entering the drop off zone, we ask that students are already 
unbuckled, packed, and ready to exit the vehicle quickly in order to avoid car line congestion.

Classroom Instruction begins promptly at 8:30 AM.  Parents must accompany their students to the front door to sign a 
Late-arrival Register whenever they arrive after 8:45 AM.  The late arrival document will be signed by the parent and School 
Resource Officer (SRO).  Early sign-out will also be documented by administration and SRO. 

No parents will be allowed to walk their child to class after the first week of school.  Parents will not be allowed out 
of the lobby/office area due to the safety of our students and staff.   This helps our students gain a sense of 
independence and responsibility throughout the school year.  If there are items that need to be delivered to the classroom, 
these items can be left in the office with office staff.  These items will be delivered to class as soon as possible.  



Car Line Procedures 
Due to safety concerns, students MUST exit the vehicle from the passenger side of the car.  If 
your child must exit the vehicle from the driver side, you will be expected to park and walk 
your child to the front porch.

Upon the bell, students can exit the car independently if adults are outside.  Children will be 
expected to open the car door independently under the supervision of teachers.  We will no 
longer open the door of each car individually.  This will help expedite the car line, as well as 
utilize school personnel effectively throughout the school building during arrival.

In the afternoon, families will enter the car line via the Civitan Ball Park drive.  You must have 
your child’s car rider number on display.  Numbers will be entered from the Civitan exit.  Your 
child’s number will not be entered if you do not go through the ballpark lot, resulting in you 
having to park and walk up to get your student.  Students MUST be picked up by 3:50 daily.  



Dismissal Procedures
Car Rider Dismissal Procedure: Each school year, more parents bring their children to school.  More traffic means that 
cars back up several blocks from the school.  We encourage parents to model responsibility and patience.  Anticipate the 
heavy traffic on Prescott, start to school early, and get your child to school on time.

Car riders’ names/numbers must be boldly printed on cards and displayed on the front dashboard when parents approach 
the school.  Leave the card in the window until after your child enters the car.  If the name card is not on display, then parents 
will be required to park their car and walk in to lobby for their child.

If families need to assist their child in buckling child seats/restraints/safety belts, we ask that you pull forward and  to the right 
of the car line in order to facilitate effective, safe, and efficient afternoon dismissal procedures.  Please do not attempt to 
buckle your student in while still in the car line area.  

All students MUST be picked up by 3:50 pm.  If you are later than this time, you will be required to park and come sign your 
child out in the office.  

Transportation Changes: To assure student safety, clearly communicate to your child how he/she gets home each school 
day.  Write the means of transportation on the student information card that is on file in the front office.  If your child’s means 
of getting home deviates from what is written on that card, then send a note explaining the change in transportation with your 
signature.  If the school does not have this note, then the child will be sent home in the customary way.  Transportation 
changes MUST BE MADE by noon each day.  Do not trust that an email/Dojo message has been read.  If there is a change 
of transportation made in this manner, please call the front office to ensure the message has been received.  



Cherokee’s Safety 
Procedures Continued...
Bus Changes: Students may not ride buses other than the one they are assigned, unless special principal 
permission is given and based upon room on the bus.  Parents must request with a note bearing their 
signature and addressed to the school principal.  The principal will indicate approval with her initials on the 
note, which is presented to the afternoon duty teacher. Students are not permitted to ride a bus to any 
location other than the home address listed in PowerSchool.

Legal Custody: If there is any possibility that a child might be picked up by a parent who does not have 
legal custody, then it is the responsibility of the parent with legal custody to fully inform the school principal 
of all circumstances in their particular situation.  Documents of custody must be presented to the school 
office where it will be copied and placed in the student’s file.  Otherwise the school will not be held 
responsible.

Check-outs: If you are checking your child out early for a doctor’s appointment or other absolutely 
necessary reasons, then please do this before 3:00 p.m.  Please be reminded that documentation of 
excessive unexcused early check-outs will be turned over to Child Welfare and Attendance and/or 
Families in Need of Services (FINS).  Please see details in parish handbook.  



Safety Procedures Continued
Items not permitted on school grounds, bus stops, or buses:

Weapons/Vapes--any gun or knife in a child’s possession is a danger to himself and others.  
Possession of these weapons by children within areas of the school’s authority has serious 
consequences.  The principal must recommend expulsion from school according to state and 
local laws and policies.  Parents--take time to check your child’s books, backpacks, and pockets 
before they come to school.

Children should NOT bring items to school that are listed below:

● Toys or games
● Toy guns, knives, spinners
● Glass jars or other glass objects
● ANYTHING that distracts from the learning process in the classroom. 

Cell phones may be kept in backpacks  TURNED OFF during the instructional time.  School 
personnel is not responsible for lost, stolen, or broken devices.  If a student is caught with a 
phone during the school day, it will be confiscated.  Parents will be notified and must collect the 
device from the front office.  



Cherokee’s Student Services
School Bus Rider Behavior

Our students are expected to be quiet, orderly, and respectful when riding school 
buses.  Student safety depends on it!  Our school climate encourages and 
emphasizes core virtues of respect, responsibility, and right (do the RIGHT thing).  
These actions are expected to be demonstrated on school buses.  The 
administration supports our bus drivers.  All reported incidents are investigated.  
Under normal circumstances, if a student receives a second “bus discipline 
referral”, the student will be suspended from the bus for three days.  If there are 
multiple offenses, it could result in permanent suspension from the bus.



Cherokee’s Student Services
Student Medication

If your child requires medication at school, then you must communicate with the office to 
complete required paperwork.  Students may not transport any type of medication 
(prescription or over-the-counter) - this includes, but is not limited to, Tylenol, cough 
drops, inhalers, etc.  

Signed Paper Folders

Cherokee values parents who are actively involved in their children’s education.  Signed 
paper folders usually go home on Tuesday.  Please review the folders and homework 
packets to know what your child is accomplishing in their classroom.  All school 
communication, announcements, and flyers will be found in folders on Tuesday.



Cherokee’s Student Services
Parents are always welcome at Cherokee.  The school office is the school’s 
busy central operating center.

ALL VISITORS must stop by the office to receive a “visitor pass”.  We embrace 
our parents/families as active participants at Cherokee.  Join our active Parent 
Club and stay involved in your child’s school life.  We welcome your comments 
and suggestions.  

We encourage families to get involved with our Parent Teacher Club to help 
make our school the best it can be!



Cherokee’s Student Services
Cherokee Student Uniforms

Students must be dressed in uniforms daily.  Cherokee’s uniform consists of navy blue, red, black, or white polo style 
shirts with navy blue or khaki bottoms.  Students may wear this year’s approved school spirit shirts any day of the 
week with uniform bottoms.  (This does NOT include any “homemade” or privately purchased school t-shirts.)  No 
backless shoes or open toe shoes may be worn.  Tennis shoes and/or soft-sole shoes are highly recommended and 
are required for PE class twice a week.  Students can purchase Free Dress passes on Friday for $2 each week, or 
$25 per semester.  Only Cherokee pullovers should be worn, including sweatshirts and hoodies.  

Cherokee’s Nutrition Services

All students attending Cherokee Elementary will be served breakfast and lunch at no charge.  Students may bring a 
lunch box from home if they do not wish to eat the meals served at school.  No “outside” restaurant, fast food, etc. can 
be brought into the cafeteria.



Student Absences  

The Rapides Parish School Board believes regular attendance in school accompanied by the responsibility 
to study and participate in school activities is essential to the learning process. Once a student arrives at 
school, he/she is expected to remain and attend each class throughout the day. Parents and guardians are 
required by State Law to send their children to school who have attained the age of seven until their 
eighteenth birthday. 

When a student has missed 3 unexcused absence, a notification letter will be sent home to guardians.  
Parents are asked to submit any missing documentation, or contact the front office so we can work 
together to determine a way to improve attendance going forward.  

When a student has missed 5 unexcused absences, a letter will be sent home requesting a meeting with 
administration.  Upon any additional absences, families will be reported to the RPSB Child Welfare and 
Attendance Truancy Officer- in which home visits will be made.

Excessive absences may result in FINS referrals, Truancy Court, retention, and other consequences.

Doctor excuses must be turned into the office within 3 days of the student’s return to school.



Cherokee Illness Policy
If a student is sent home from school due to illness by the nurse or health clinic, 
the absence will be an excused absence.  

Students are not allowed to return to school until he/she has been fever/vomit free 
for a minimum of 24 hours without medication.  

If a student is sent home for vomit or fever, he/she cannot return to school the next 
day. 

We ask parents to respect others by keeping sick
    students at home until well. 



Cherokee Tribes
Our Cherokee Tribes promote a sense of community, belonging, and school pride.  
Each student, teacher, and staff member is randomly selected to be on one of our 
four tribes.  Every day, students have an opportunity to earn points for their tribe 
by exuding behaviors and actions that go above and beyond what is expected.  
We encourage families to support their tribe(s) throughout the school year by 
sporting tribe attire and colors for school events! Everyone belongs!

Tribe: Honovi
Symbol: Deer
Color: Red
Meaning: Compassion

Tribe: Makwa
Symbol: Bear
Color: Green
Meaning: Courage

Tribe: Lakota
Symbol: Eagle
Color: Blue
Meaning: Giving

Tribe: Tatanka
Symbol: Buffalo
Color: Black
Meaning: Strength



Cherokee Tribes
Tribe Points

Tribe points are announced throughout the school and displayed in the lobby.  Points are 
updated weekly.  At the end of each semester, the tribe with the most points will have a 
celebration. 

Points are awarded for actions and behaviors that are not expected on a daily basis - the 
behaviors that go above and beyond that of typical Cherokee virtues, such as:

● Being respectful to adults, peers, or staff without being told or reminded
● Good sportsmanship, such as congratulating a friend or lifting up peers
● Random acts of kindness, such as holding a door open, compliments, picking up trash
● Displaying our tribe traits in an exemplary way
● Attendance: each student will earn a point for perfect attendance each 9 weeks
● Honor roll: students will earn one point for straight A or A/B Honor Roll

Wear your 

Tribe Shirt 

Every 

TUESDAY!



Parent Handbook

Thank you for your continued support of our 
school community.  Please complete the 
following form by August 22 to earn tribe 

points for your student(s).

https://forms.gle/uXrbJN2JLfB6peTRA

https://forms.gle/uXrbJN2JLfB6peTRA

