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On the bright morning of June 25, the Class of 2025
gathered beneath a sky full of promise and a stage set for
new beginnings. Graduation is always a blend of joy and
nostalgia, and this year's ceremony was no different. It
marked the end of an era defined by growth, resilience, and
shared memories, and the start of something new—
unknown, but eagerly anticipated.

As families and friends filled the seats, the sense of
anticipation was palpable. It wasn't just about caps and
gowns, but about honoring the journey that brought each
student to this moment. The speeches reflected this
sentiment powerfully.

Superintendent Dr. Michelle Aquino delivered a heartfelt
address that blended personal memories, timeless wisdom,
and powerful life lessons. “Each year, | think about what
message to leave you with. Years ago, my daughter—then a
kindergartner—offered this advice: ‘Be nice and be good.’
Simple, yet powerful. At the time, | smiled—but I've never
forgotten it. Because even in its simplicity, there’s wisdom
there. Be nice. Be good. These were the earliest lessons
many of us learned, and they still matter most.”

Class President Lauren Duncan offered a powerful
reflection on the emotions surrounding this major life
transition, particularly the role of fear and the strength
found in unity. “Fear is not necessarily a bad thing. Fear can
signal that something amazing is to come. Fear can invite
preparation. It can be a catalyst that moves us beyond the
routine of high school. This fear we all feel is normal, real
and human...Whether you are fearful or not, remember
this. The unity and resilience we built together will always
live on. We face the unknown together, and we prevail. Let
that be the constant that guides us as we move forward.”

Valedictorian Tenzin Chemey imparted the importance of
passion sharing, “The road ahead is scary, and it will feel like
you have nothing. But remember, there’s a reason you're
on that road. You want to know my best advice? No matter
how far you are from home, | advise you to bring this one
thing with you. It won't fit in a suitcase or duffel bag. It
differs in size from person to person, so | cannot say how
you will bring it, but it is of vital importance that you do.
Passion. Passion for your craft. Passion for yourself.

Passion for a purpose.”

We are immensely grateful to our dedicated staff for their
unwavering support and commitment to our students’
success. To the families and friends, your encouragement
and belief in our graduates have been the foundation they
needed to reach this pivotal milestone.

To our graduates, we are incredibly proud of you. We can’t
wait to see what you do next!

&

$3,635,316

In reported scholarships awarded to graduates this year.

If you have not yet registered
for the upcoming year, please
scan the QR code or visit

www.nplainfield.org/registration
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Class of 2025 College Acceptances

* Denotes where graduates will be attending

Adelphi University
AIMS: Health Care Institute of NJ*

Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Albany State University

Albertus Magnus College
Albright College*

Alvernia University

Arcadia Universty

ATF Flght School*

Aviation Institute of Maintenance*
Belmont Abbey College

Benedict College

Bergen Community College
Berkeley College*

Berry College

Binghamton University
Bloomfield College of Montclair University
Boston University*

Bowie State University
Bridgewater College

Bridgewater College

Bryn Athyn College of New Church
Caldwell University*

Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University of America*
Cedar Crest College

Centenary Univerity

Central State University

Clark Atlanta University

Clinton College

Colgate University

Colorado Mountain State College
Coppin State University
Defiance College*

Delaware State University
DeSales University

Dominican University

Drew University*

Drexel University

Duke University*

E & S Academy*

East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania
Fairleigh Dickinson University*
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fayetteville State University
Felician University

Fisk University

Florida Memorial University
Franklin and Marshall College*
Full Sail University*

Gardent State Real Estate Academy*
Georgian Court University
Gwynedd Mercy University
Haverford College*

Hobart and William Smith

Hofstra University

Hohokus School of Trade*
Indiana University-Bloomington
Innovate Salon*

John Carroll University*

Kean University*

Kutztown University

La Salle University

Lackawanna College*

Le Moyne College

*

Lincoln Tech

Lincoln University*

Livingstone College*

Long Island University*
Manhattan University
Manhattanville University
Marymount Manhattan College
Mercy University

Michigan State University
Middlesex College*

Millikin University

Monclair State University*
Monmouth University

Moravian University

Morehead State University
Morgan State University*

Mount Holyoke College

Mount Saint Mary College
Nazareth University

New Jersey City University

New Jersey Institute of Technology*
New York Institute of Technology
Norfolk State University

North Carolina A&T State University
Northeastern University*

Oral Roberts University

Pace University*

Pennsylvania State University
Pennsylvania Western University
Ramapo College

Raritan Valley Community College*
Reed College

Rice University*

Rider University*

Rochester Institute of Technology
Rosemont College

Rowan University*

Rutgers University*

Sacred Heart University*

Saint Martin's University

Saint Martin's University

Salve Regina University

Seton Hall University*

Seton Hill University

Shaw University

Simmons University

South Carolina State University
Southern University at New Orleans
Springfield College*

St. Elizabeth University*

St. John's University

St. Peter's University*

St. Thomas Aquinas College

St. Thomas Aquinas College
Stevens Institute of Technology
Stockton University*

Suffolk University

SUNY Buffalo State University*
SUNY Maritime College*

SUNY University of Binghamton
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University

Temple University*

Union College of Union County*
Universal Technical Institute*

TOP 10 OF 2025

The top 10 students of the Class of 2025 and
the teacher they consider most influential

#1 Tenzin Chemey
Mr. Calle

#2 Sophia Solis Estrella
Ms. Dix

#3 Micah Nelson
Mr. Beselinoff

#4 Kendra Estrella Perez
Mr. Rasaq

# 5 Davyn Ciriaco
Mr. Della Rosa

#6 Jamie Giron Castillo
Mr. Lombardo

#7 Mohammad Ahsan
Ms. Cruz

#8 Samantha Pac
Ms. Kittle

#9 Emely Barillas
Mr. Mergen

#1 Josue Cruz Martinez
Mr. Thompson

Universidad del Valle de Mexico*
University of Connecticut

University of Delaware

University of Hartford

University of Maine

University of Maine at Farmington
University of Maine at Fort Kent
University of Maryland Eastern Shore
University of Michigan*

University of New Haven

University of Pittsburgh

University of Rochester*

University of San Diego*

University of the District of Columbia
University of the Ozarks
University of Vermont*
Ursuline College

Utah State University
Valencia College*

Vassar College

Villanova University*

Wagner College

Whitworth University
Wilberforce University
William Paterson University
Wingate University

Xavier University of Louisiana*
Airforce*

Marines*

Navy*

Congratulations Class of 2025!
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NPHS Growth & Improvement

*Data from Sept. 1, 2023 - May 31, 2024 compared to Sept. 1 2024 - May 3, 2025

22%

Decrease in
Absenteeism

13%

AP Exam
Increase

92%
Decrease in
Class Cutting

INEW

MISSION
STATEMENT

North Plainfield School District is dedicated to prioritizing student
learning through the academic experience, extracurriculars and
community engagement. We are a diverse student community,

guided by our core values.

INEW

VISION
—STATEMENT

We commit to setting high expectations for students to meet grade-
level performance standards in a safe and supportive learning
environment. We aspire for all students to be enrolled, employed or
enlisted upon graduation.

Graduation Rate for

49% 131% 92% ) Class of 2024.
Decrease in Concurrent Highest Rate in 7 Years
Disciplinary Enrollment

Referrals Increase

in NJ.com High
257 to 207 School Rankings

Upper Krausche Field & Field e School-Wide Painting
House

o Cafeteria Overflow Furniture

New STEM Room .
o Added Security Guards

Avenue Banners .
e Updated Exterior Doors

Hall of Fame Wall

Softball Fence

New Sport Added: i
Flag Football !
Classroom Furniture: Flexible R |
Learning Environment

1
1
Weight Room !
]
]

NPSD Zero Tax Impact
Bond Referendum

On Tuesday, September 16, North Plainfield
residents can vote on a bond referendum—a plan
that would fund $34 million in repairs and
renovations with zero tax impact.

Read all about it on our referendum website:
nplainfield.org/vote

SAVE THE DATES
-Wednesday, August 13-
Virtual public forum with presentation and Q&A

-Thursday, September 4-
In-person public forum with presentation, building tour and Q&A in
HS auditorium

We look forward to sharing additional details and links closer to those dates.
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North Plainfield Fall Festival
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

North Plainfield High School 1lam - 4pm
Rain or Shine

Food - Vendors - Community Groups Inflatables - Entertainment -
Color Run Car Nutz Car Show from 9 am - 2 pm

proceeds benefit our

NORTH PLAINFIELD

EDUCATION FOUNDATION
ACADEMICS. ATHLETICS. ADVOCACY

For more information visit npfallfestival.org

SR
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EN ESPANOL

Felicitaciones a la Clase
2024 de NPHS

En la radiante mafana del 25 de junio, la
Generacién 2025 se reunié bajo un cielo
prometedor y un escenario preparado para
nuevos comienzos. La graduacion siempre es una
mezcla de alegria y nostalgia, y la ceremonia de
este ano no fue la excepcion. Marco el final de
una era marcada por el crecimiento, la resiliencia
y los recuerdos compartidos, y el comienzo de
algo nuevo, desconocido, pero esperado con
ilusion.

Mientras las familias y amigos llenaban los
asientos, la sensacion de anticipacion era
palpable. No se trataba solo de togas y birretes,
sino de honrar la trayectoria que trajo a cada
estudiante a este momento. Los discursos
reflejaron este sentimiento con fuerza.

La superintendente Dra. Michelle Aquino
pronuncio un emotivo discurso que combind
recuerdos personales, sabiduria atemporal y
poderosas lecciones de vida. Cada aino, pienso en
gué mensaje dejarles. Hace aios, mi hija, que
entonces estaba en kinder, me dio este consejo:
"Sé amable y pértate bien". Simple, pero
contundente. En aquel momento, sonrei, pero
nunca lo he olvidado. Porque incluso en su
simplicidad, hay sabiduria. Sé amable. Sé bueno.
Estas fueron las primeras lecciones que muchos
aprendimos, y siguen siendo las mas importantes.

La Dra. Aquino inst6 a los graduados a aferrarse a
valores esenciales: amabilidad, resiliencia,
curiosidad y perspectiva, recordandoles que su
futuro se forjara no solo por sus logros, sino por
el caracter que forjen.

La presidenta de la clase, Lauren Duncan, ofrecié
una conmovedora reflexidon sobre las emociones
que rodean esta importante transicion de la vida,
en particular el papel del miedo y la fuerza que se
encuentra en la unidad. “El miedo no es
necesariamente algo malo. El miedo puede indicar
que algo asombroso estd por venir. El miedo
puede invitar a la preparacién. Puede ser un
catalizador que nos impulse mas all4 de la rutina
de la preparatoria. Este miedo que todos
sentimos es normal, real y humano... Tengas
miedo o no, recuerda esto. La unidad y la
resiliencia que construimos juntos siempre
perduraran. Juntos enfrentamos lo desconocido y
prevalecemos. Que esa sea la constante que nos
guie a medida que avanzamos.”

El alumno destacado, Tenzin Chemey, hablé
sobre la importancia de compartir la pasién: «El
camino que tienes por delante da miedo, y
sentirds que no tienes nada. Pero recuerda, hay
una razon por la que estas en ese camino.
¢Quieres saber mi mejor consejo? No importa lo
lejos que estés de casa, te aconsejo que lleves
esto contigo. No cabe en una maleta ni en un
bolso de lona. Su tamafo varia segun la persona,
asi que no puedo decirte como lo llevaras, pero es
de vital importancia que lo hagas. Pasion. Pasion
por tu oficio. Pasién por ti mismo. Pasién por un
propésito.”

Estamos inmensamente agradecidos con nuestro
dedicado personal por su inquebrantable apoyo y
compromiso con el éxito de nuestros estudiantes.

A las familias y amigos, su apoyo y confianza en
nuestros graduados han sido la base que
necesitaban para alcanzar este hito crucial.

A nuestros graduados, estamos increiblemente
orgullosos de ustedes. jEstamos ansiosos por ver
su futuro!

Los 10 Mejores de 2025

Los 10 mejores estudiantes de la Clase 2025 vy el
docente que consideran mas influyente

1. Tenzin Chemey - Mr. Calle

2. Sophia Solis Estrella - Ms. Dix

3. Micah Nelson - Mr. Beselinoff

4. Kendra Estrella Perez - Mr. Rasaq

5. Davyn Ciriaco - Mr. Della Rosa

6. Jamie Giron Castillo - Mr. Lombardo
7. Mohammad Ahsan - Ms. Cruz

8. Samantha Pac - Ms. Kittle

9. Emely Barillas - Mr. Mergen

10. Josue Cruz Martinez - Mr. Thompson

Crecimiento y Mejora de
NPHS

*Datos del 1 de septiembre de 2023 al 31 de mayo
de 2024 en comparacion con el 1 de septiembre de
2024 al 3 de mayo de 2025

e Disminucion del 22% en el ausentismo

e Aumento del 13% en el examen AP

e Disminucion del 92% en el abandono de
clases

e Disminucion del 49% en las derivaciones
disciplinarias

e Aumento del 131 % en la matricula
concurrente

e Tasa de graduacion del 92% para la
generaciéon de 2024. La tasa mas altaen 7
anos.

e 257 a 207 en la clasificacién de escuelas
secundarias de NJ.com

Mejoras de las
instalaciones y la
seguridad de NPHS

Campo y Casa de Campo Upper Krausche
Nueva Sala STEM

Banderas de Avenida

Muro del Salén de la Fama

Valla de Séftbol

Sala de Pesas

Mobiliario de aula: Entorno de aprendizaje
flexible

Pintura en toda la escuela

Muebles adicionales para la cafeteria

Se agregaron guardias de seguridad
Puertas exteriores renovadas

Nuevo deporte ainadido: Futbol bandera

Impacto Fiscal Cero del
NPSD Referéndum Sobre
Bonos

El martes 16 de septiembre, los residentes de
North Plainfield pueden votar sobre un
referéndum de bonos, un plan que financiaria $34
millones en reparaciones y renovaciones con cero
impacto fiscal.

Lea todo sobre esto en nuestro nuevo sitio web:
nplainfield.org/vote

RESERVE LAS FECHAS
-Miércoles, 13 de agosto-
Foro publico virtual con presentaciéon y
preguntas y respuestas

-Jueves, 4 de septiembre-
Foro publico presencial con presentacion, visita
al edificio y preguntas y respuestas

Esperamos compartir mas detalles y enlaces
cuando se acerquen las fechas.

Nueva Declaracion de
mision

El Distrito Escolar de North Plainfield se dedica a
priorizar el aprendizaje estudiantil mediante la
experiencia académica, las actividades
extracurriculares y la participacion comunitaria.

Somos una comunidad estudiantil diversa, guiada
por nuestros valores fundamentales.

Nueva Declaraciéon de
Vision

Nos comprometemos a establecer altas
expectativas para que los estudiantes cumplan
con los estandares de desempefio de su grado en
un entorno de aprendizaje seguro y de apoyo.
Aspiramos a que todos los estudiantes estén
matriculados, empleados o alistados al graduarse.

Recordatorio de Registro

Si aun no se ha registrado para el préoximo ano,
escanee el cédigo QR o visite
www.nplainfield.org/registration

Festival de Otofio de North Plainfield
SABADO 27 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 2025
Escuela Secundaria North Plainfield 11 am - 4
pm Llueva o haga sol
Comida - Vendedores - Grupos comunitarios
Inflables - Entretenimiento - Color Run Car
Nutz Show de Carro de 9 am a 2 pm
Los ingresos benefician a nuestros

NORTH PLAINFIELD
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
ACADEMICS. ATHLETICS. ADVOCACY

Para obtener mas informacion, visite
npfallfestival.org
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

Mark Kruszczynski
President

Carlie Dougherty
Monique Jarvis

Michelle Aquino, Ed.D, Superintendent

Amnet Ramos-Hernandez
Vice President

Michael Giordano

Thomas Jones, Jr.
Michelle Mayorga




