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The Center for Law and Global Policy Development
at River Bluff High School features a curriculum
designed to ensure that students’ experiences are
grounded in an understanding of the process
involved in the creation of public policy, as well as
the practical application of law. This curriculum is
built around case studies involving social and
economic issues impacting citizens on the local,
national and international levels.

Lead Teacher: Linsy Dooley Administrator: Meg Huggins
Idooley @lexingtonl.net mhuggins@lexingtonl.net
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Development
Junior Year Courses Senior Year Courses
e |aw and Justice e Global Policy
(Honors) (Honors)
e |nternational Relations e Law and Policy
(Honors) Practicum (Honors)
e AP US History e |Legal and Policy

Debate (Honors)
e AP US Government

In order to be a Law Center completer, students must
complete AP US History and the four Level 2 classes.

During their junior year, students will build the foundation of
knowledge in the areas of history, law, policy (domestic and
foreign), and more. During their senior year, students have the
opportunity to take that knowledge and apply it in the real world
through participation in externships and academic competitions.

Email Linsy Dooley at Idooley@lexington1.net with any
qguestions.



Course Descriptions

11th Grade

AP LS History (forus on Law & Policy] 337 To0AN

Erade 11 1 winiit
Reoguirements: Students take the AP LS Mstory Exam. The 5.0
Emd-of-iCourse Examination program requires students taking this
course to take the US. History End-of-Course Test, summer reading’

aszigrement.

Thi=z course provides studeris with a lzarning expenenoe equisalent o
that abtained in college introductory United States history courses.
Students ewamine major historical developments from the age of
discovery to the present. This course is designed to provide students
with the anaktical siklls and factual knowdedge necessary 1o deal
critically with problems and materials im Unided Staies history
Emphasis is plaped an analyzing historical data, synthesizing evidence
ard evaluabing the ideas of others as sbudents dewelop the abilty to
exnpress themseves with clanty and precision when sriting essays. The
College Board determines the course description; therefore, the
cantent of this course must adhere to thase requirements. This course
% linked 10 a required cone-wniit honors course.

Current Controversies & International Relatiors Honaors
3293 2HW

Grade 11 1 unit
Studerts im this Center are challenged to think globally while fostering
an understanding of the Undted States’ posiion im the world. This
course focuses on the principal foroes and factors influencng world
aHairs, with an emphizsi on the roke the Unifed States plays inissues

such as: human rights, economics, terrorism, the emvinonmesnt, and
drug trafficking. Students create partfalias based on international

relatices tapics that can be used and built upon in subseguent Center
Courses.

Larw B Justice Honors
Grace 11

339933
1 wnit

In this course, which uses the methodology of project-based leanning,
students take the role of atormieys at a law firm, who most recomemend

wheztheer or not to take a case that is going o the Suprems Court.
Studerts revies the facts of the case, consider pra and con sides of the
iszue, and analyvee the potential effects of precedents established by
the courts. Students learn the balance needed between individual
rights and the pubdic good, the need far am independent judiciarg, the
e of las, thie conoept of judicial reviess, and the principle that the bill
aof rights limits the power of the Federal Gowermment.

12th Grade

AP Amaenican Gosernm ent 33T I00AW

Grade 12 1 wnit

Reguirement: Acvanced Placement Amssrican Govermiment
Exam, summer readingfassgrment

This coiurse prosides students with @ comprehersse oritcal
pErspecive on American governmant and pobfics. Hudenis
devedop analytic perspectves far interpreting, understanding

and explaining polfical events im this country. The course
provides students with a learning experience equivalent to thart
abtaimed in mast college introductary LS. gowermment and
politics courses. The College Board determines the course
description; thesrefore, the content of this course must adhere

1o thease requirements. This course & linked to @ reguired half unit
homors course.

Global Polioy Honors
Grade 12

FIS534HN
1 umit

To remain competitse in a global society, students need to understard
how global kEsues affect their own country and local community. This
seminar-based oourse uses @se studies 1o research the role of global
policy in addressing problems and challenges that face the warld
|paorwerty, conflict, injustice, and inegualty]. Students oreate policy
solutions based on their research, culminating in presentaticns and
dekate fooused on the prooased solubons.

Legal and Folicy Debate Honors
Grade 12

FIGSI5HW
1 umit

The ability to persuade others through effective argumentation is a
critical skill io miaster in the development of effectve leadership. In
thils cowse, studernits dewvelop an understanding of baoth the criminal
and oivil trial processes, from mediaton to mook tral, as they assume
e warious roles plaved by the parbcipants in the cowrt system.

Students also become wel versed in a wide range of policy topics
thirough resources such as Frogect Crizen (Center for Chic Bducation)

and the study of sociclogy, foreign affairs, economic policy, and

domestc poliics. Shedents work om imiportant skills, sudh = public
speaking, crittical thinking, negotiation, communication, debating, and

tearm building.

Law and Policy Practicum Honors
Grade 12

JADHBCHW
lunit

In thits capshones course, students have the apportunity o imcrease

their knowledge of substantwe arsas of law and policy by gaining first
hand exposure to careers in these areas through shadowing

cuperiences, externshipsfinternships, and guest speakers. Students

create portfolos centered an their individual inderests in these areas
thiat contain case shodies, research and a drafted palicy proposal,

whikch studeriis will defend io an ewpert pamsL
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What classes should | take in 9th and
10th grade if I’m interested in doing the

Law Center in 11th grade?
There are no required pre-requisite courses,
but the courses below are recommendations.

9th grade 10th grade

AP Human Geography AP World History
English 2 Honors English 3 Honors
Biology 1 Honors Chemistry 1 Honors
Geometry Honors Algebra 2 Honors
Health and Wellness AP Macroeconomics
Law Related Education Personal Finance
World Language Fine Arts Course

Fundamentals of Computing World Language
Leader in CREW CREW 2



