
Tips for Incoming Second Grade Students 
 

Math Skills: 

• Add and subtract fluently within 10 

• Count by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s 

Reading Skills: 

• Retell stories in their own words 

• Identify characters and settings 

Writing Skills: 

• Capitalize the beginning of sentences and the word “I” 

• Use punctuation at the end of sentences 

Basic Life Skills: 

• Hold a pencil correctly 

• Use scissors safely 

• Take care of themselves by using the bathroom independently, tying shoes, and 
managing drawstrings on clothing 

• Open and navigate food and drink containers without help 

Emotional and Social Regulation: 

• Express positive and negative emotions using words 

• Recognize emotions in others 

• Work on solving conflicts peacefully 

• Advocate for themselves by asking for help, sharing needs with adults, and setting 
boundaries with peers 

• Use calming strategies when upset 

• Play games fairly with others 

 


